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CHRISTMAS RESTRAINED
In a recent Today programme on Radio 4, the
guest ‗market expert‘ was offering a predictably
downbeat assessment of the current global
financial situation. After rehearsing a catalogue of
disasters in the retail sector, he tried to end on an
optimistic note by reassuring his listeners that,
despite all the doom and gloom, ‗Christmas would
still happen‘.

unbounded authority, but through the frailty of
human flesh and the fickleness of human will. The
very stuff of nature, subject to change and decay,
becomes the temple of all that is eternal and of
enduring worth.
Christmas as a celebration of divine restraint.
Initially, this may not sound very persuasive as a
viable alternative, especially if we are supposed to
follow suit! However, before consigning it to
Santa‘s sack of rejects, let us pause for a moment
to explore what such a Christmas vision might look
like. For many in ‗western‘ market economies, for
instance, it is likely to entail choosing to consume
less – a reduction in gifts and festive goodies as
well as cutting back on food or drink – which would
immediately have a beneficial impact in terms of
lower levels of consumer debt and less waste,
together with a corresponding increase in
conservation of natural resources.

Such confidence! By Christmas, I assume he had
in mind something along the lines of those least
able to afford it spending beyond their means to
revitalise our fragile economy by producing profits
for overpaid company executives and their
impatient shareholders. And, yes, through doing
so, to ensure that the festival of consumer excess
continues unabated, thereby offering a morsel of
comfort and respite in the midst of wintry times.
It is not difficult to be cynical of such motivations,
especially for those of us who so far have
managed to weather the financial storm with
relative ease and, as a consequence, are still able
to enjoy a well-resourced standard of living should
we choose to do so.
What is much more
challenging, however, is to conceive a Christmas
vision capable of offering, if not a brief pleasurable
escape from austerity, a compelling alternative
capable of serving us well not only for one day per
year, but 365. For Christmas to happen, so to
speak, in a prophetic, rather than profiteering, way.

An uncluttered Christmas may also help us to reevaluate what remains and, through doing so, to
discover that ‗less‘ can yield ‗more‘ when we learn
to appreciate what is before us without being
distracted by the prospect of ‗second helpings‘.
Less reliance on consumption may also foster a
readiness to explore other seasonal blessings,
such as investing quality time in what really
matters to us – in our relationships and passions,
which are readily lost sight of when we become
preoccupied with the routines of acquisition and
possession.

For fresh insight and inspiration, we could do much
worse than revisit Christmas‘ Christian origins – to
peel back those layers of interpretative accretion
that have tended to exalt Jesus‘ birth by painting
the nativity onto a canvas of heavenly splendour.
This ‗glorifying‘ tendency readily masks a central
theological truth communicated through the
Christmas story, namely incarnation. That is, God
entering time in, and realising the divine will
through, human being and, definitively, through
Jesus Christ.

So perhaps the practice of restraint is not so
contrary to the spirit of Christmas as we might
have thought. Nor, for that matter, so unedifying.
It also encourages us to ponder whether
sufficiency, ‗having enough‘, may in fact be
preferable to unrestrained excess, possessing
within its limits blessings beyond measure. For
this is the promise of incarnation and it is one we
urgently need to rediscover not only in our homes
and communities, but also in boardrooms, stock
markets and governments around the globe.

Who would think that what was needed?
to transform and save the earth
might not be a plan or army,
proud in purpose proved in worth?
Who would think despite derision,
that a child might lead the way?
God surprises earth with heaven,
coming here on Christmas Day.

The Vicar

The front cover for this edition was
designed by Margot Fox and is
based on the three kings in
Stammers' magnificent East Window
at St Mark's.

This verse from a contemporary carol by John Bell
and Graeme Maule stresses an aspect of
incarnation readily overlooked, namely that it is an
expression of divine restraint:
God becomes
present not through exercising limitless power and

.
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THE OCCUPY MOVEMENT REACHES SHEFFIELD CATHEDRAL
THE STORY SO FAR:







25 January 2011. Protesters occupy Tahir Square in Cairo
17 September 2011.
The Occupy Wall Street protesters
demonstrate in New York with the slogan ‗We are the 99%‘.
15 October 2011. Protesters occupy land outside St Paul‘s in
London, triggering three resignations among senior Cathedral staff
5 November 2011. Protesters occupy land outside Sheffield
Cathedral. Their ‗initial statement‘ followed that of the St Paul‘s
protesters‘ (see www.occupysheffield.org). The nine points are:
o The current system is unsustainable. It is undemocratic and
unjust. We need alternatives; this is where we work towards
them.
o We are of all ethnicities, backgrounds, genders,
generations, sexualities dis/abilities and faiths. We stand together with occupations all over the world.
o We refuse to pay for the banks‘ crisis.
o We do not accept the cuts as either necessary or inevitable. We demand an end to global tax injustice
and our democracy representing corporations instead of the people.
o We want regulators to be genuinely independent of the industries they regulate.
th
th
o We support the strike on the 30 November and the student action on the 9 November, and actions to
defend our health services, welfare, education and employment, and to stop wars and arms dealing.
o We want structural change towards authentic global equality. The world‘s resources must go towards
caring for people and the planet, not the military, corporate profits or the rich.
o We stand in solidarity with the global oppressed and we call for an end to the actions of our government
and others in causing this oppression.
o This is what democracy looks like. Come and join us!
Where next? St Mark‘s green?

COMMENTS:
Rt Rev Steven Croft, Bishop
of Sheffield

‗The protesters are trying to help us see that
something isn‘t right. …Something is wrong when
the world seems driven only by greed. When the
gap between rich and poor gets wider.….The
Cathedral is truly a place for all people. Every day
prayer is offered for the city. ….But part of the
answer is to join in the big conversation. How do
we hold greed in check? How do we build a more
equal world?..‘

Very Revd Peter Bradley,
Dean of Sheffield

‗The protestors do not have the Cathedral‘s
permission to use the churchyard. The Cathedral
does however respect the protestors‘ right to make
their voice heard. Some of what they are saying is
very important.
For over twenty years the Cathedral has worked with
partners throughout the city and region to give a voice
to the homeless, the most vulnerable people in our
community. It is our hope that the care the Cathedral
Archer Project offers to many very needy people will not be impeded or reduced by
the presence of protestors here.‘

Paul Blomfield, MP for
Sheffield Central

‗We need a more responsible economy and the Occupy protests are part of the
debate about how we achieve this. I welcome peaceful protest on these issues but
hope that the important work of Sheffield Cathedral, particularly with the homeless,
won‘t be affected.‟

What do you think about the Occupy movement? Please write to the Messenger.
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A SOUPY SITUATION
Our Church Warden, Gary Grief, organises the St Mark's teams which deliver the soup run on
Saturday nights. In this article, he describes what the soup run is like and illustrates it with some
sketches of typical clients.
How to encapsulate Soup Run? There‘s its
practicalities. There‘s the interactions with those
who turn up to be fed. There‘s the issues about
how people get into these situations. And there‘s
what might be the best way of addressing those
issues.
It‘s almost (but not entirely) unlike
throwing a birthday party for a child(!)

and that there‘s some left for people who turn up
late, is usually pretty successful. Doing clothing
distribution away from the table helps spread
things out – and on a good day this bit takes on
the appearance of a fashion show!
(See
illustrations for an idea…..)
In a way, that‘s the easy bit, and invariably it‘s
gratefully received. Trickier can be what people
say to you. Often it‘s general chat about the
weather, football and whether we can do hot
sandwiches.
And that‘s fine.
Sometimes,
although generally only if you initiate it, it can get
much more profound. Initial wariness is often
easy enough to overcome, and so conversations
about housing issues, relationship problems,
substance abuse and the like are not uncommon.
To be able to lend a sympathetic ear (and I
always take one with me) is an important part of
what Soup Run does. To be able to offer some
encouragement or help is a bonus. To feel like
you‘ve got nothing helpful to say can be more
demoralising than finding you‘re related to Eric
Pickles(!)

I think St Mark‘s has
been part of the Soup
Run set-up for abut 3
years. I‘ve been involved
for about 2 of those 3. In
that time I‘ve probably
made about 100 flasks of
hot soup and drinks, 12
sandwiches,
and
transported many more
— along with fruit, cups,
spoons, sugar, clothes
and footwear, and the all important collapsible
table — to town for dishing out to
homeless/vulnerable adults wishing to be fed,
clothed and/or chatted with.
A typical Saturday evening ‗shift‘ (which each
team does once a month) at first looks a bit like a
chimps' tea party. 4 or 5 of us will spend about 45
minutes from 5.30pm trying to get 6 loaves of
bread back into their bags after turning them into
sandwiches; wondering why the hot chocolate
always sinks back to the bottom of the flask;
getting hot soup into flasks, none of which ever
seem to have the correct labels on
them; and somehow getting team
members, food etc, clothes and the
table into someone‘s car.

We‘ve usually got rid of
most, if not all, of the
goodies by 7.10 or 7.15,
so it‘s back to church for a
quick wash-up, and on to
the rest of our Saturday
nights.
Currently questions
about enhancing the
nutritional value of the food we offer, as well
as whether there are even more needy
people in Sheffield who aren‘t accessing our
services, are swirling around among many of
the team members.

Through a mixture of competence and
a ‗we-can-make-this-work‘ attitude,
what sounds like chaos is actually a
pretty smooth (and often quite
amusing) operation that gets us into
place for 6.30pm.

We‘re well-off for volunteers at the moment,
for which I am very grateful, and appeals for
Soup Run related items tend to be met with
a quick and generous response. So for all that
support, ‗Thank You‘. It feels like St Mark‘s is
really behind this activity — that‘s good to know.
So this article was about giving a better idea of
what we do rather than appealing for extra help.
But if you are inspired to lend a hand — even if
you‘d be happy just making food, and leaving the
distribution to others; or you‘re itching to debate
housing and benefits policy, feel free to grab me!?

Next I‘d like you to
imagine groupies round
a rockstar — that‘s how
pleased they are to see
us!? It takes a bit of
assertiveness,
but
ensuring as best we
can that everyone who
turns up, and not just
the loudest, gets as
much as they want,

Gary Grief
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PILGRIMAGE IN MANOR CASTLE AREA
On Saturday, 29 October, Church
Action
on
Poverty‘s
Sheffield
Branch held
its
third
Annual
Pilgrimage. This time we chose the
Manor Castle area of Sheffield.
After a commissioning service at the
Victoria Methodist Church, Stafford
Road, more than 40 pilgrims heard
about
that
church's
extensive
programme of social outreach to its
community.
We then visited Salvation Army Castle
Corps to learn about the Sunday
breakfast for 45-50 homeless and
vulnerable people and about the
provision of food parcels and clothing.
Major Oliver explained that the
homeless breakfast sought to build
relationships with those using it. The
provision of food parcels connects with
the wider community. The need for
volunteers to help at the breakfast was
a key issue.

MP for this area, who had commented to the
press:
‗Church Action on Poverty in Sheffield does
fantastic work to encourage greater action on
tackling poverty. Events like the pilgrimage are
important as they help raise awareness about
poverty and I’m looking forward to joining them
on Saturday.‘

From here, we ascended Skye Edge, one of the
finest viewpoints in Sheffield where in the past
Chartist rallies, gambling games and gang wars
have taken place.
We walked downhill to
Wybourn pausing briefly for prayerful reflection
on child poverty at Wybourn Youth and
Community Centre and then on to St Oswald's
Roman Catholic Church where Father Coleman
said that the recent riots (in towns other than
Sheffield) were an example of ‗the politically
dumb trying to make themselves heard by the
politically deaf'. The Headmaster of Emmaus
Catholic/Church of England School said that in
his school he tried to inculcate a calm
atmosphere as some children were under huge
stress from their home environment.

Over our sandwich lunches, we discussed with
Paul some of the social issues facing this area,
including excessive levels of debt, the need for
a legislative cap on interest rates (which Paul is
pushing for in Parliament), the shortage of jobs,
the high level of youth unemployment and
the fragile state of the voluntary sector in an era
of cuts. Although he already receives 200-250
emails and letters a day, Paul encouraged us all
to lobby him for reforms. He said that the more
correspondence an MP gets on a subject the
more they can raise the issue. Clergy for the
area talked of their vision for work with the
community, developing a team of people who
would work with families and children. Final
prayers were held at Victoria Methodist Church
and information on Close the Gap, CAP‘s
national project, were handed to pilgrims.

Our next stop was at the delightfully rural Manor
Oaks Farm Shop and Café, whose manager
explained the massive renovation job that had
taken place.
We walked on through Manor Park shopping
centre to William Temple Church, an Anglican/
Methodist ecumenical project with a small but
very faithful congregation including a sprightly
90-year-old lady whom we met. Local clergy
explained their vision to develop a community
play area there and to develop family projects.

Revd Julie Upton, vicar of Manor Parish, who
joined us on the walk, commented: 'It was a
very good thing to do. It has given me a good
deal of food for thought.’
David Price

After a brief look at the historic Manor Lodge
(where Mary Queen of Scots spent some of her
long imprisonment), we walked to St Aidan's
Anglican Church where we met Paul Blomfield,
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CONFERENCE REPORTS:
CROSSAN IN LEEDS
3. Both Roman rule and Jesus‘ teaching
aimed to achieve peace on Earth: both
started by getting Religion right, but for
the Romans peace was achieved by
victory in war and establishing their rule.
In contrast Jesus‘ message was that
peace will only be achieved by
establishing distributive justice nonviolently.

On 16-18 September John Dominic Crossan
spoke on the theme „What the Gospels

really teach about the birth and death of
Jesus‟ at a Progressive Christianity Network
Britain (PCNB) Conference in Leeds.

Session 1:
The Christmas Stories of Matthew and of
Luke. These writers wished to show that
Jesus was an extraordinary person who led an
extraordinary life. We should not be surprised
that Mary conceived by the Word of God – a
virginal conception. Events surrounding Jesus‘
birth had to be wondrous too. Matthew and
Luke give us two quite different overtures to
their gospels.
These are not history, but
parables, each making different claims.

Session 2:
The Execution of Jesus in Mark. What was
the reason for the arrest, trials and execution?
The titles bestowed on Caesar Augustus were
applied to Jesus by his followers. This action
was regarded as treason. Here lay the cause
that resulted in the authorities executing him.
Dominic Crossan

Session 3:
The Resurrection of Jesus in Mark. The
martyrs of the Maccabean Rebellion in 165 BC
first gave rise to the idea of bodily resurrection.
It was argued that, if God is a God of justice
and righteousness, then in the end injustice
has to be put right by bodily resurrection. In
the western tradition and iconography Jesus
rises alone.
In contrast earlier eastern
tradition and iconography show the risen Jesus
leading the way from Hell followed by a
multitude. Jesus is depicted leading Adam and
Eve by the hand with Solomon and David and
occasionally Abel and John the Baptist. Unlike
the western literalism this is poetry and
imaginative metaphor – much closer to the
mind of the earlier churches.

His premise was that, if we are able to get a
proper
understanding
of
first
century
st
Christianity, then we can get our 21 century
Christianity right.
To illustrate this, three
themes were presented:
1. The Roman Empire was central to
Jesus‘ ministry – it was no more
‗background‘ for Christ than was the
British Raj for Ghandi: the Gospel
writers can only be fully understood as
challenges to Roman imperialism.
2. When reading the Gospels, we should
always ask ourselves exactly what the
writers were trying to tell their audience.
They used a mixture of allegory,
memory, metaphor and testimony.

Robin Story and Roger Lasko
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BORG AT ST MARKS
On 11-12 November Marcus Borg spoke on the
theme „Jesus and God‟ at St Mark‟s Centre
for Radical Christianity (CRC) Sheffield.
On Friday the talk, ‗Reclaiming Christian
Language‘,
stressed
the
importance
of
understanding religious terms as used in earlier
times. Some meanings have changed and can be
misleading. It is vital to know not just the
language, but the ‗matrix‘ (historical context).
The three Saturday lectures began with ‗God and
Atheism: Recent Reverberations‘. The God of
common Christianity is a supernatural being with
a nature that poses problematical questions. This
is the God that the neo-atheists attack. Just as
historical is an idea of God as ‗the encompassing
Reality‘, ‗the One in whom we live and move and
have our being‘; ‗We are in God as fish are in
water‘. For many people the first makes God
difficult to believe in. The second gets rid of the
intellectual difficulties of the first. Can we discover
what God is passionate about? Is it judgement
and punishment or transformation of ourselves
and our actions to transform the world? In the
second talk, ‗Jesus and God‘, Marcus made the
crucial distinction between the pre- and postEaster Jesus, not a dying saviour, superman or
mere teacher, but Jewish Mystic, Healer, Wisdom
Teacher, and Prophet.
He proclaimed ‗the
Kingdom‘ – what the world would be if ruled by
God. This is God‘s dream.

Marcus Borg

Personal transformation is not about believing but
doing. Disciples act to change the world from
systems of domination to a place where social
justice rules. This is God‘s dream.
CDs of the Leeds weekend are available on
www.pcnbritain.org.uk
and
the
Sheffield
conference from St Mark‘s office.
Robin Story

Finally
in
‗Contemporary
Resonances:
st
Discipleship in the 21 Century‘ he reminded us
that disciples are students and imitators of the
teacher: ‗Love one another as I have loved you‘.

Editor’s Note:

Following on from this
conference, CRC arranged three seminars
to explore further the ideas and issues that
Marcus Borg had raised. The first seminar
―Reclaiming
Christian
Language‖,
th
facilitated by Ian Wallis, took place on 20
November.
The second, ―Reclaiming the God of Jesus:
God and Atheism‖, facilitated by Sue
th
Hobley, will take place on 4 December.
The third, ―Reclaiming the God of Jesus:
God and Jesus‖, facilitated by John
th
Simmonds, is on the 11 December.
These seminars are in the Upper Room at
St. Marks and commence at 5pm and run
for approximately 90 minutes.
Jane Padget, Chair of St Mark's CRC, welcomes an audience of
over 300 to hear Marcus Borg on 12 November.
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OBITUARY: PATRICK COLLINSON

ARGENTINA-SHEFFIELD LINK

Patrick Collinson was a
rare historian: a man in
command of detail but
also able to proffer
new, game-changing
analyses of religion,
power and people in
his chosen period.
Since his death last
September academics
and
friends
have
written about his work
and his importance to
the discipline. Before
then, his autobiography The History of a History
Man (completed by 2007 and published by the
Church of England Record Society in 2011) had
given those of us who knew Patrick and worked
alongside him an opportunity to trace his
extraordinary career. After King‘s School Ely, a
Cambridge undergraduate education, and a very
long PhD at London, Pat went to the University of
Khartoum, in Sudan, as a lecturer in 1956. Here
he saw the final phases of British power in the
region, visiting Ethiopia – and meeting and
marrying Liz Selwyn. From 1961 he taught at
King's College London, where one of his students
was Desmond Tutu.
In 1969 he went to the
University of Sydney, returning in 1976 to the
University of Kent at Canterbury. When they shed
staff because of the cuts (so little is new in
academia) Pat came to Sheffield in 1984. We lost
him very soon (1988) because his outstanding
record and publications had earned him the
Regius Chair of Modern History at Cambridge,
where he served until 1996. He and Liz chose,
however, to keep a house in Hathersage until
2005. This explains why many of us at St Mark‘s
will have sensed that they had not really left for
Cambridge at all.

The Diocese of Sheffield has had a link with
Argentina since 1993, which has enriched both
our diocese and the Diocese of Argentina. This
link aims to:
 widen the churches‘ vision to embrace
the world church;
 learn from each other‘s experience;
 support and encourage one another.
Over the years there have been a number of
youth and adult exchanges and many clergy and
lay leaders have visited South Yorkshire. Links
between parishes are central to the partnership
and have been enriched by visits. Both Bishop
Cyril and Archdeacon Richard have attended
Argentina‘s Synod, while coming this way from
Argentina have been the Revd Michael Wilkie, a
USPG
missionary
who
heads
diocesan
theological training, the Revd Mónica Tompkins,
from Córdoba and the Revd Mario Ágreda,
assistant pastor at a church which has
experienced tremendous growth. The link is
currently exploring new ways of helping Argentina,
particularly in its training needs.
Anglican Churches were first established in
Argentina to provide a chaplaincy service to the
expatriates working with British consulates and
companies. Permission to hold Anglican services
was granted in 1824, and in 1831 St John‘s
Church (South America‘s oldest non-Catholic
church) was built in the heart of Buenos Aires.
Churches were also established amongst the
indigenous people, the first in 1965, supporting
them in their struggle for survival. Most of the
country‘s Anglicans are in indigenous churches.
The Anglican Diocese of Argentina still serves
Anglo-Argentines, but is now a Spanish-speaking
church engaging with the wider community.
Though small, it is a significant partner in the
country‘s network of Christian denominations.
The Roman Catholic Church is of course the
dominant church, but there are also Methodist,
Orthodox, Lutheran, and Baptist.

Born into a very strict mission-to-Muslims family,
Patrick did not become an Anglican until 1957, but
was soon afterwards accepted for ordination
training – due to begin in 1960. This never
happened. His faith, by the time we knew him
here, was wise, generous and suffused with postcolonial concern for those outside the selfindulgent circle of the western economies. He
was a man of the left: angry over the Iraq war,
impatient with climate-change deniers, hostile to
arms sales. He could himself see the mis-match
between his principles and the cocooned privilege
of Trinity College Cambridge, and delighted in the
astonishment which met his and Liz‘s humble
commitment to Fair Trade goods at Hathersage
Church.

The Anglican Diocese has good links with all
Christian churches, has proved itself capable of
connecting with a new generation of Argentinians
and is keen to involve other parishes.
More information:
http://www.uspg.org.uk/article.php?article_id=425
http://www.sheffield.anglican.org/index.php/church
-in-action/ministry-mission-training-anddevelopment/overseas-partnerships/argentina

Tanya Ralph

Linda Kirk
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VIEW FROM THE PCC: OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER 2011
November‟s PCC meeting was updated on
progress with the PV panels and in addition to
an order having been placed, planning
permissions have been received so that the
only outstanding matter is Faculty approval
which we hope to have news on by the end of
November which if favourable should allow the
work to be completed in early December.

The PCC met twice in
October as in addition to
th
the usual meeting on 19
October an ‗at home‘
away day was held on
nd
22 October.
Ian Wallis and David Ryder updated the first
meeting with more positive news on the pledge
returns for the PV panels and we have now
received nearly £40,000 in pledges so far
including gift aid. Following this the PCC
resolved to place an order with HOMECO
subject to the planning application being
approved and faculty approval being received.
David Ryder has now sent out letters to ask for
the pledged money so that this order can be
placed.
The main item for discussion was the budget
for 2012.
The Treasurer, David Ryder,
presented the PCC with the accounts for the
last 9 months, and the projections to an annual
end of year position. These figures were then
extrapolated into the next year (2012) to
enable the budget to be agreed.

Homeco should be installing solar panels on the
church roof in early December.
The 2011 Pledge Sunday appeal was
discussed and Ian Wallis consulted with the
PCC on a ‗stewardship response‘ sheet that he
will be asking members of the congregation to
consider and complete to enable us all to
consider how we donate our time and talents
as well as our financial support this year.

Not surprisingly, given the current financial
climate, there was cause for concern with the
figures David presented, as there has been a
drop in the level of giving, both in the regular
giving and in the plate collections. However
we are fortunate in bringing forward cash
reserves from previous years to allow us to top
up the social fund and also the fabric reserves
and still carry a very small surplus forward.

Gary Grief reported on the work he is coordinating looking at how we can improve the
accessibility of the church and our worship.
Future plans include the use of some ‗less
wordy‘ leaflets describing our church and
worship for those for whom English is not their
first language and for those who have reading
difficulties. In addition it is hoped that some
‗art‘ might be created within the congregation
for use in church. Ease of access into the
church from the car park was also discussed
and it is hoped that in the future this might be
fully staffed with Welcome Team for the 10am
Sunday service.

However without an increase in income or
decrease in expenditure we are looking at an
estimated shortfall of approximately £20,000 at
year end.
The PCC agreed to David‘s
recommendation to cover this with the cash
reserves that have been brought forward.
However this will mean carrying forward only
£4,000 in cash reserves into 2012.
David recommended no overall increase in the
level of the budget for 2012 and proposed that
members of the congregation be asked to
review their giving and look for an increase of
£9,500 in pledges for 2012 at the Pledge
Sunday appeal.

The meeting also continued the discussions
that had begun on the October PCC away day
when the PCC used the Diocesan growth
strategy document to review our mission for
the coming years. Ian Wallis led a discussion
on how the type of church we feel we are, and
should be, is crucial to how we prioritise our
time and efforts. This will be returned to at a
future meeting where we hope to develop
practical solutions and developments from this
work.

A budget for 2012 was agreed with the
measures above and the financial position will
be reviewed early in 2012 once the change in
pledges is clear to see whether any austerity
measures will be necessary to reduce
expenditure in line with any income shortfall.

Tanya Ralph, PCC Secretary
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A SCHOOL IN GHANA
In the February edition of Mark’s Messenger, I
wrote an article about the project I run to support
Abura Literacy School in Ghana. The project,
established in 2007, provides permanent, trained,
Ghanaian teachers to teach in a school which
previously relied on temporary volunteers.
I
returned to Ghana in September this year, to
review the progress of the school and to develop
the project further.

about finding a ‗school
bus‘ in order to enable
children from a wider
geographical area to
come. It was a fairly
difficult
enterprise,
especially since the
colour of my skin tended to suggest to the potential
bus drivers that I was made of money! But we
were able to get a fair price in the end. So far, we
have asked each of the parents for a small amount
each day for the bus fare, which I hope enables
them to feel that they can offer something towards

On arriving in Ghana, I was incredibly relieved to
discover that my trust had not been misplaced and
that the three teachers whom the project supported
were, indeed, teaching and the children were
learning. So the school still has three main
teachers, who follow the Government curriculum.
In addition, we now have a ‗support reading
teacher‘ who is working with each child on a one to
one basis, helping them to develop their reading
ability. All the teachers have recently had some
additional training, which I hope can become more
regular and sustained.

their child‘s education too. It can‘t be easy feeling
that you always need to rely on external support for
your child‘s clothing and food. There may well be
some days when one or two parents can‘t afford it,
and then project money will be able to cover it. In
addition, a water pump has recently been installed
at the school – for many of the children, their only
access to clean water. The project has also been
able to install toilet facilities, since sanitation is a
big problem in Ghana. A playground has just been
added – a set of swings and a see-saw – which
has brought a good deal of excitement to the
children!

I had not really let myself hope that more would be
happening, in case I was disappointed. The project
enabled children to learn the primary basics, but I
had assumed that most children would then do
apprenticeships and learn a trade, but have no
further education. But remarkably, the teachers‘
investment in each child‘s education was deeper
than I‘d imagined. They had used part of their
salary to make a contribution to the exercise books,
PTA fees and uniforms which were required for the
Government (secondary equivalent) schools, in
order to lessen the amount which each parent had
to find. This means that some of the children
whom the project initially supported 4 years ago,
have progressed to a Government school with
access to the wider national curriculum and
national exams. This has been empowering for the
community as a whole – the teachers are,
themselves, noticing the needs, and responding to
them where they can, rather than it being an
external Westerner providing the solutions.

My next hope is to provide them with something to
eat each day. But I should admit that one of my
main concerns is that the project may get too big
for its boots. I think the simplicity of the original
idea – supporting three teachers to give education
to children who would not otherwise access it –
should be remembered. I am striving to make sure
this is a sustainable enterprise, rather than seeking
for it to be a successful one.
Whilst I was in Ghana, I was also able to transport
the beautiful chalice which Charles Stirling had had
made for St Thomas‘ Church, Anomabu (a church
we have been praying for, and the home church of
Grace Abban-Ampiah). The minister of St Thomas‘
was very touched to receive this chalice and sent
love and prayers to all at St. Mark‘s.
Rosie Hunt

There has been the capacity for more children at
the school, so the teachers and I therefore set
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AN EARLY CHRISTMAS PRESENT
From Bishop Steven
Almost everyone who reads
this will be writing Christmas
Cards in December. Spare
a thought for the Bishop! In
my official and personal
capacity I send around 600
cards every year. It‘s a task
I normally enjoy, providing
there is a fire burning and some music playing in the
room, the first mince pie(s) of the season and a
glass of something or other.

Word of God incarnate
Dwelling on the earth.
We behold his beauty,
Wonder at his birth.
Grace, truth and glory, shaping Jesus life
Taking flesh among us, come to end our strife.
Steven Croft, 2011
(from John 1.1-11)
Tune: Noel Nouvelet (Now the green blade riseth)

Sending and receiving cards is part of the way we
prepare. We send love and greetings to family,
friends and colleagues as a way of reminding each
other that we are connected. All of us belong to a
wider community which spreads in many different
directions. Some of our ties are strong and some
are weak but at this time of year they are all
important.

“THE BIG SOCIETY”

The cards also remind us that as Christians we are
part of the long story of God‘s people. The cards we
send as Christians are part of our witness to that
story. We are reminding each other of the
beginning of our story: the great narrative of Christ‘s
birth. For that reason, like many Christians, I try to
make sure that the pictures on the cards I send tell
part of the Christmas story. This is the story which
gives meaning to our lives and which speaks of
God‘s love and light in the midst of darkness.
This year I‘ve put a verse into the Christmas card. I
love to write new things and this is an attempt at a
new Christmas carol, based on the much-loved
passage at the beginning of John‘s gospel, ‗In the
beginning was the word‘. Those who normally have
a card from me, look away now! But if you don‘t
then here is an early Christmas present.

On 29 October some representatives of St Mark's
Church and St John's Church Ranmoor met Nick
Clegg MP for Sheffield Hallam at Ranmoor Parish
Centre to discuss the 'Big Society' - the role of the
church and the voluntary sector in the current
economic climate. We hope to include a report on
this meeting in the next edition of the Messsenger.

May God be with you as you prepare for the
Christmas season and celebrate Christ‘s birth.
+Steven Sheffield
-

and a hymn from the Bishop:

Word who was before time
Word through whom worlds came.
Word with God and of God
Eternally the same.
Wisdom and power, creation's mighty flow
Taking flesh among us, dwelling here below.

All are very welcome to write a column
(350 words) or two columns for publication
in the Messenger, particularly those who
have not done so before. Illustrations are
also welcome and should be sent
separately (not embedded in the text).
Publication is at the discretion of the Editors
and articles may be held over for a future
month. The deadline for the next issue,
th
edited by Carol Rowe, is 16 January.

Life is in the Word's light
Fruitful life for all.
Light is in the Word's life
Cradled in the stall.
Shining in darkness, banishing all fear
Taking flesh among us, God's own Son draws
near.
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ST MARK‟S CHRISTMAS EVE PLAY
Every Christmas Eve, St Mark‟s puts on a „nativity play‟ for local children – and their parents and
grandparents. Usually the church is packed and the atmosphere electric. The plays are written and
produced by Iain Strath, who lives mostly in Cambridge but he and Anne always come here for
Christmas. We asked Iain what the 2011 play would be like and here is his reply….
have the details. But we do know a little about the
characters in what we now call the Nativity.
Perhaps enough to weave a story of our own
making.

What
really
happened
in
Bethlehem when
a man and an
expectant woman
arrived by donkey
to find that only a
room with animals
was the best they
could find?
We

just

Whilst last year‘s Christmas Eve play sought to
find meaning for the modern family in the most
famous story of all, the play for 2011 imagines
what it may have been like for the familiar actors:
the innkeeper, the shepherds, the three kings,
Herod (well every Christmas play needs a villain!)
and of course, Mary and Joseph.

don‘t

The play will hopefully tell the well-known tale and
provide a visual spectacle for the younger children
whilst attempting to engage and provoke the older
audience to think about some contemporary
issues. Sounds impossible when put like that; but
with the incomparable acting, dazzling lighting and
wonderful set design that accompanies – at the
last minute – the script, Christmas Eve should
again be one to celebrate at St Mark‘s.

THE LAST TWO YEARS
Iain Strath

Although our Christmas play never demands a
cast of thousands – there has to be room for an
audience – there is usually a role for everyone
who wants to take part, especially children.
Please look out for the sign up sheets at the
beginning of December or expect to feel a firm but
kindly hand on your shoulder.
2010

Iain Strath

UNDER THE TABLE

2010
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The thing is that 24 meaty portions and 8 veggie
portions makes for 32 portions in total (or one
retriever size portion) and one way or the other
that seems to cover the bases. Whoever makes
the meaty meal does the accompanying
vegetables as well. (Can I just register here that
I‘m a big fan of carrots and personally I think the
humble pea is much underestimated, though
preferably petit pois of course?) Then there‘s
pudding – one big pudding or a couple of
alternatives, ideally with some custard or ice
cream to go with it (mmmmmm, if I was a cat I‘d
purr but let‘s not digress onto feline matters, too
distressing).
Now then, if you can‘t stay and eat Sunday lunch
you can still provide the veggie and the pudding
options with some instructions so others can
enjoy. Each week there‘s a host and the host
takes care of what to do. Apparently you don‘t
have to wear a DJ or a sparkly dress or tell bad
jokes to be a host. I‘ve been watching Strictly and
I thought that‘s what hosts did but the Fuzzball
and the Collar (you know, the two who live in the
Vicarage with me) tell me that I need to get a life
and no, I can‘t have a pink glittery collar for
Christmas. Anyhow, the host at Sunday lunch just
makes sure it all happens – usually the host is the
person who‘s doing the main cooking of the meat
& veg, but you can host and not cook – I think that
sounds cool! I‘ve asked the Fuzzball to put me on
the list but no, I‘m too furry to be a host it seems –
the cottage pie might end up too fluffy. I just can‘t
win.

Dear Fellow Foodies,
There‘s an important topic I‘ve been meaning to
raise for a while – in fact it‘s not just important, it‘s
essential. Namely, the all-round benefits of a
decent meal. (And I certainly know about the allround bit .)
I‘d really like to focus on Sunday Lunch – yes,
indeed, I really would like to focus on Sunday
Lunch – all that lovely roast and gravy and
pudding and custard and…oops, better stick to
the point. Where was I? Ah yes, you see Sunday
Lunch is a bit of an institution, a time in the week
that‘s about being sociable, companionable,
gathered round a table enjoying a meal together.
What could be better? Grazing in between meals
is all well and good – and indeed I didn‘t get
where I am today without perfecting the art of
grazing – but you can‘t beat a decent four-square
in company, especially when it‘s been prepared
for you. Now I hear tell that St Mark‘s offers a
very decent Sunday lunch to the discerning
punter.
I wouldn‘t know as I‘m usually
incarcerated in the Vicarage at this point,
restrained from proffering my Master Pooch
critique of the dishes in question. But I‘ve heard
on the grapevine that there‘s a shortage of cooks!
I‘ve volunteered my services, for example I can
rustle up a mean Spag Bonio at the drop of a hat,
but apparently the Collar says there would be
problems with H&S (?) and something about there
being none left after I‘d tasted the dish. Really!

Well I‘ve spent long enough at the keyboard – it
must be time for elevenses. But please, I‘d be
over-woofed if you would consider joining the
Sunday Lunch rota as a host, a main cook, a
veggie or a pud provider – and not forgetting the
delights of volunteering to stay and share a meal
too. The Collar tells me that‘s where it all started,
with a meal – Amen and Woofs to that!
Love and lickies
Tess, FP (Family Pet)

It seems that four paws are canine non grata in
the kitchen – and I thought this was an inclusive
church! That means it‘s up to the two-legged
variety. Anyone who can wield a spoon and sport
a pinny is welcome. You don‘t have to be Shep
Oliver, you just need to know how to rustle up a
meaty meal for 24 or a veggie meal for 8.
Personally I‘m delighted with either. I‘m even

A Dog House production.
©Vicarage Publications,
all rights consumed

THREE WISE
WOMEN
One of our readers has drawn the Editor’s
attention to an ancient manuscript found in a
cave near the Dead Sea which contains
unusual insights into the story of the Nativity.
The manuscript has been translated from the

partial to a bit of salad so long as it‘s got a nice
balsamic dressing.
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original Aramaic. The Jesus Seminar in the
USA is divided about its authenticity. It reads
as follows:

RASIKA ABEYSEKARA

What would have happened if there had been
three wise women instead of three wise men?

St Mark‘s gives us wonderful opportunities to meet
people from all over the world. One of our more
recent arrivals is Rasika, a young man aged 33 from
Sri Lanka. He has now lived in Broomhill for three
months and is employed in a household looking
after three young children (who he says are very
nice) and helping with the cleaning and cooking.
I asked him how he discovered our church. He said
that one day when he was looking for an English
class he happened to meet Sue Hammersley and
she drew a map to show him how to find St Mark‘s.
He comes from Kandy in Sri Lanka. His family is
Anglican and he went to an Anglican school called
St Paul‘s where he obtained his O-levels. But, after
leaving school, he could not get a job, so eventually
he joined his cousin who was a chef in a British
Embassy restaurant in Damascus in Syria. Rasika
says that he became a ‗cooking helper‘. His mother
and his brother joined him in Damascus. Then the
Embassy gave the restaurant contract to a Syrian
company and he and his cousin found themselves
out of work. His cousin moved to the USA but he
remained for several years unemployed in Syria.

They would have:







asked for directions.
arrived on time.
helped with the delivery of the baby.
cleaned the stable.
made a casserole.
brought practical gifts.

He was fortunate to find a job in Damascus working
for an Anglo-German family. When they moved to
Sheffield, they obtained a domestic worker‘s visa
enabling him to move with them. So this explains
how he comes to be in Broomhill.
Despite our often cold and damp weather, Rasika
likes living in Sheffield. He recently spent a few
days in London and was struck by how noisy and
busy it was there, compared with Sheffield. But he
also misses his own country and compatriots; there
seem to be very few Sri Lankans in Sheffield.
Thanks to St Mark‘s tradition of hospitality, our
church has now become part of his life – he likes our
services, enjoys our Sunday lunch and has started
to go to some group meetings for young adults.

And there would be peace on earth.

COMINGS AND GOINGS
Renate Smith writes to say that she is coming
rd
back to Sheffield on 3 December and Ian is
th
coming back on the 17 . Ian Smith will be going
back to Uganda in January for three months.
Renate will stay in Sheffield for a variety of
reasons most important of all is that they are to
become grandparents! Their daughter, Laura, and
Shola are expecting their first baby in April.

David Price

WHO‟S WHO
Vicar:
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Rev’d Dr Ian Wallis

267 0362

Associate Vicar
Curate
Hon. Staff:

Directorof Music
Wardens:
Treasurer:
Asst. Treasurer:
PCC Secretary:
Transport:
Worker with older
people:
Worker with
Students and
Young Adults
Youth Club:

Lunch Club:

Rev’d Sue
Hammersley
Rev’d Shan Rush
Rev’d Dr Michael
Bayley
Rev’d Peter Fisher
Captain Ian Maher
Rev’d Mark Newitt
Rev’d Canon Michael
Page
Rev’d John Wood
Mr Simon
Dunbavand
Mr Gary Grief
Mr Michael Hunt
Mr David Ryder
Mrs Judith Pitchforth
Miss Tanya Ralph
Mrs Briony Tayler
Miss Janet Brown
Ms Jelly Morgans

327 6908
075981
56817
258 5248

MadCats:
Sunday Club:
Lions:
Committees:
International:

01246
292232
232 2330
231 0202
266 3798
266 5173
07599428353
231 6031
285 1473
230 3242
230 7685
232 6696
235 0174
268 0976

266 1372

Mrs Briony Tayler

235 0174

Rev’d Shan Rush

Social Resp.:
Home Donations:
Child Protection:

Mr David Price
Mrs Miranda Myers
Deni Ennals

Vulnerable Adults:
Servers:
Library Team:

Jane Padget
Mr Jon Hughes
Rev’d Peter Fisher
Mrs M Bownas

268 1426
327 6908
266 3023
258 2459
075981
56817
296 0806
268 0043
07771 786819
258 5512
07751 865599
01246 292232
230 2757

The Vicar normally takes Friday as a day off.
The Associate Vicar normally takes Tuesday as a day off.
THE CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN DAILY
MONDAY TO FRIDAY
FROM 9.00 AM TO 1.00 PM
Church Administrator: Anne Padget
TEL. 0114 266 3613 & 07736 527777

07817 493336

Dr Dilys Noble

Mrs Rosalind
Rogerson
Rev’d Sue
Hammersley
Mrs Sarah
Armstrong
Mr Alistair Sutcliffe

Email: office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
Visit us on www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk
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December Highlights
1

4

Thu

Sun

5

Mon

6
7

Tues
Wed

8

Thu

9

Fri

11

Sun

12
14

Mon
Wed

15

Thu

17

Sat

18

Sun

22
24

Thu
Sat

25

Sun

2630

MonFri

11.00am
2.00pm
6.30pm
7.30pm

Discussion Group
Funeral of Ann Tonge
MADCats
SuCCol AGM

Month Ahead - January 2012

Second Sunday of Advent
8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am
The Parish Eucharist
(Capt. Ian Maher)
Sunday Club & Lions
12.15pm
Sunday Lunch
5.00pm
Digesting Borg
8.00pm
Night Service - Holy
Communion
6.15pm
Choir Practice
7.30pm
CRC Council meeting
6.00pm
Lent Preparation meeting
12 noon
Lunch and Friendship Club
8.00pm
InSpire: Taizé
(separate venue)
11.00am
Discussion Group
6.30pm
MADCats Christmas Party
8.00am
Holy Communion
10.30am
Funeral of John Elliott-Kemp
Third Sunday of Advent
8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
The Parish Eucharist (Revd.
10.00am
Sue Hammersley)
Sunday Club & Lions
12.15pm
Sunday Lunch
4.30pm
Christingle Service
5.00pm
Digesting Borg
8.00pm
Night Service - Taizé
7.30pm
Home Donations Meeting
12 noon
Lunch and Friendship Club
8.00pm
InSpire - Christmas Party
11.00am
Discussion Group
7.00pm
Choir Practice
7.30pm
PCC Meeting
10.00am
Carol Singing at Eurospar
Fourth Sunday of Advent
8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
The Parish Eucharist (Revd.
10.00am
Mark Newitt)
Sunday Club & Lions
12.30pm
Sunday Lunch
6.30pm
9 Lessons and Carols
8.00pm
Night Service - Compline
11.00am
Discussion Group
Christmas Eve
5.30pm
Christmas Play & Nativity
11.30pm
Midnight Mass
(Revd. Shan Rush)
Christmas Day
8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am
Festive Eucharist followed by
refreshments
1.00pm
Christmas Lunch
No Services

Messenger Editorial team: Hazel Elliott-Kemp,
Carol Rowe, David Price, Dez Martin, John Bramley.
This issue was edited by David.
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1

Sun

4
5

Wed
Thu

8

Sun

Christmas 1
8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am
The Parish Eucharist
Sunday Club & Lions
12.15pm
Sunday Lunch
8.00pm
Night Service - Holy
Communion
12 noon
Lunch and Friendship Club
11.00am
Discussion Group
7.00pm
Choir Practice
Epiphany
8.00am
10.00am
12.15pm
8.00pm

Holy Communion (BCP)
The Parish Eucharist
(Revd. Sue Hammersley)
Sunday Club & Lions
Sunday Lunch
Night Service
Lunch and Friendship Club
Discussion Group

11
12

Wed
Thu

12 noon
11.00am

15

Sun

18

Wed

19

Thu

21

Sat

Epiphany 2
8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am
The Parish Eucharist
Sunday Club & Lions
12.15pm
Sunday Lunch
8.00pm
Night Service
12 noon
Lunch and Friendship Club
7.30pm
PCC Meeting
8.00am
InSpire
11.00am
Discussion Group
7.00pm
Choir Practice
9.30am
CRC Away Day

22

Sun

25

Wed

26

Thu

29

Sun

Epiphany 3
8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am
The Parish Eucharist
Sunday Club & Lions
12.15pm
Sunday Lunch
8.00pm
Night Service
12 noon
Lunch and Friendship Club
8.00pm
InSpire
11.00am
Discussion Group
6.00pm
Library Evening "The Heart's Time" by Janet
Morley
7.00pm
Choir Practice
Epiphany 4
8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am
The Parish Eucharist
Sunday Club & Lions
12.15pm
Sunday Lunch
8.00pm
Night Service

All midweek services are as usual until December 23rd.
Evening Prayer is said in the chapel at 5.00pm,
Monday - Friday, until December 23rd.
All mid-week services and Evening Prayer will resume
on Wednesday January 4th.

