H~ St Mark's Sheffield

Notices for 07 December 2025

Information about upcoming events, news and how to get involved below.

Patterns of worship here, Children’s here, church calendar here and giving here.
THIS WEEK AT ST MARK’S AND IN THE COMMUNITY

CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING AT ST MARY’S WALKLEY Saturday 6" December -10am
Ipm

ST MARK’S CRAFT AND KNITTING GROUP welcomes new members! We meet at 10.30 on the
first Saturday of each month. Come along on Saturday 6 December for fellowship, sharing of craft
skills, and tea and biscuits! We knit donated wool into prayer shawls, and garments and blankets for Baby
Basics or you could bring along that embroidery or mending you’ve been meaning to finish for ages!
Contact Jennie Martin via the church office.

CHRISTIAN AID CAROL SINGING - Saturday December éth 2.00-3.00pm outside the Old
Debenhams on the Moor. St Matthew, Church Carver Street will be open for the usual bag drop and
hopefully refreshments. Do join members of St Mark’s to help fundraise for Christian Aid.

ADVENT 2025 - On 30 November we started our sermon series and 25 days of action. See later
notice for more details.

COLLECTIONS FOR FIR VALE FOODBANK AND CLOTHES FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS
Please leave donations for Fir Vale Foodbank in the boxes under the table by the vestry.

As we did last year, we have been asked by Manuch to collect warm clothing for women refugees in
Sheffield. They badly need help, many have only the clothes they are wearing. Gifts of warm clothing in
good condition would be wonderful. There are also some very specific needs which we would like to
address, please speak to Helen Fisher for more information. Thank you.

CHRISTMAS CARDS - International committee will be selling Charity Christmas Cards after 10 am
service on Sunday 7 December. Please bring change to pay for your purchases if you can.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL’S WRITE FOR RIGHTS CAMPAIGN -Representatives from
Amnesty will be in church on 7 December to talk to you about the Write for Rights Campaign.

Join hundreds of thousands of Amnesty supporters around the world by taking part in our annual Write
for Rights Greetings Card campaign. You will demonstrate your support for 10 people and organisations
enduring human rights abuses. YOUR WORDS ARE POWERFUL!

To take part: Download the booklet with full details of the cases here

For those with no Internet access copies of the printed booklets will be available. When you have sent
your cards, do pass the booklet on to someone else. Robin Story



https://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/Groups/397545/Worship.aspx
https://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/Groups/397579/Children_and_Families.aspx
https://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/Calendar/Month.aspx
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89515577906
https://www.amnesty.org.au/write-for-rights-2025-activist-toolkit/

COFFEE CONCERT After the 10am service on 7" December. Do stay and listen!

in the Upper Room. Hallvard Lillehammer, Professor of Philosophy at the
University of Sheffield. It is said we live in a post-truth era where sentiment and
opinion hold sway, supported by disinformation, Al generated images, alternative
facts and spin. Who or what can we trust? What are the implications for our
democracy, public discourse and personal lives? What about religious or moral
truth? Come and explore these questions with us.

THINKING FAITH 7 December — Have we given up on Truth? 7-8.30 pm O

CARE HOME CAROL SINGING - On Tuesday 9 December we're doing our visit to local care

homes to do some carol singing. We're looking for singers to join us. If you'd like to come then please
let David Willington know. We'll meet at St Mark's at 17:30 on Tues 9 December, and we should be
back at St Mark's by 20:00

NEWS:

FESTIVE REFRESHMENTS AFTER THE CAROL SERVICE - Sunday 21* December. If you
would like to contribute, please sign up on the board in the Narthex. Thank you. Briony

LOST PROPERTY - The display and eventual sale of lost property will be postponed until the New
Year.

MARK’S MESSENGER DECEMBER ISSUE Out now! Read or download from the website or pick
up a printed copy from the back of church.

THANK YOU to the team of people who prepared, served and hosted lunch on 23 November. It was
thoroughly enjoyed and through the generosity of their time and energy, and the contributions of those
who attended, made nearly £200 profit which has been donated to church funds.

THANK YOU - NATURE RECOVERY ON THE GREEN
Environment Group would like to thank all who turned out on a beautiful
autumn morning and who worked hard clearing leaves to make compost,
freeing the mound for next year's wild flowers and tending the memorial
garden. A goodly crowd put their backs into it, including some from Martin's
allotment group, who we got to know over refreshments, and who can use
our compost for their veg. The leaf blower was a hit with the kids.

Look out for future nature recovery sessions in the spring and help keep our
grounds lovely and restorative for people and nature alike.

COMING UP AT ST MARK’S:

PHASE STALL After the |0am service on Sunday 14" December, selling handmade Nepali goods.



YOUNG ADULTS AT ST MARKS ‘Coffee after coffee’

“# | 1.45am — 12.30pm on Sunday |4 December

BIG QUEER CAROLS - 6 pm on Sunday |4 December
HELP OUT:

LIBRARY VOLUNTEER -Would you be interested in joining the Church Library Group? The role is
not onerous as the Library Group only meets up about two to three times a year. You would join their
rota and be available to offer advice and support to library users at the main 10.00am Sunday service
every couple of months or so. If you are interested, please contact Joe Forde, Church Librarian,

at joe.forde@tiscali.co.uk

WELCOME TEAMS - would very much appreciate some additional help. If you would like to be
involved (one morning every 6 weeks) in this role of welcoming people and serving refreshments, please
speak to Jean or Maria or email jean_baxter5@hotmail.com. Thank you.

ADVENT

This year our advent theme, 25 Days of Action, encourages us to turn reflection into compassion,
justice, and solidarity. These actions are not tasks to complete but ideas for you to explore. Some
suggestions are practical, some relational, some focused on advocacy. Whether offering support to
those in need, speaking up for justice, or reaching out to someone who is struggling, each choice
contributes to a wider movement of hope within our community. Read on to see all 25 ideas.


mailto:at joe.forde@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:jean_baxter5@hotmail.com

Advent

25 days of action

Switch one gift this year for a charitable donation instead.

Bring items to church for the food bank.

Write to your MP about child poverty or universal credit levels.

Donate money to the Children’s Society at our Christingle Service.

Donate a sleeping bag or blanket to Ben’s Centre or The Archer Project.

Join in with the Sandwich Run, giving out food and drink to those sleeping rough.
Volunteer with HARC, homeless and rootless at Christmas.

Read the Sheffield Poverty Truth Report, Finding the Root Cause.

Donate pre-loved items to ASSIST to furnish accommodation for those seeking asylum.
Contact your MP to urge for a fairer asylum system.

Find out about Lift the Ban campaign, consider how you could support this.

Find out about Hope at Home. Consider hosting a survivor of slavery.

Learn one new thing about the UK asylum system and share it on social media.

Join a peaceful vigil, protest or prayer walk.

Write for Rights. Write a letter with Amnesty International supporting political prisoners.
Read a book on liberation theology, poverty or social justice.

Invite a neighbour or church member who lives alone for tea or Sunday lunch.
Reduce your consumption. *

Join in with or organise a litter pick around your community. ‘

Practise ‘buy less, give more’ this Christmas.
Donate money to Amnesty, SAYiT, Hope at Home and USPG at our Christmas services.
Call or visit someone you know who might find this season difficult.

Donate baby and toddler clothing, bedding, toys, books and equipment to Baby Basics.

Pray for peace.

- Join in with carol singing at a care home.

...to do justice, to love kindness, to walk humbly with your God.




CHRISTMAS
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30 November, 4pm
Christingle.

14 December, 6pm
Big Queer Carols
An inclusive and joyful carol service.

21 December, 6pm
A Carol Service of traditional and contemporary carols
and readings with St Mark’s Choir & Steel City Choristers.

Christmas Eve 4.30pm
Nativity Service with hot chocolate from 4pm.

Christmas Eve 11.30pm
Candlelit service of carols, reflection,
prayer, and Communion.

Christmas Day
*8am BCP Communion
*10am Festive All Age Communion Service.

* also online via Zoom.

St Mark’s is an inclusive church offering
wership and hospitality where all are welcome




30 November, 4pm

Christingle Service
and mince pies.

Christmas Eve 4.30pm
Nativity Service
with hot chocolate from 4pm.

Christmas Eve 10am
Festive All Age Communion Service
in Church & on zoom

www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk



IN THE COMMUNITY:

Taizé Prayer for Advent at St Andrew’s Psalter Lane Church
7.00 pm on Thursdays | Ith and 18th December. A time of quiet singing and reflective prayer as we
prepare for Christmas. The service lasts about 30 minutes.

Christmas with the Abbeydale Singers, Saturday |3th December at 7.30 pm here at St Mark’s. It
will be a lovely mix of sacred and secular Christmas music with plenty of seasonal good cheer! Tickets
£15, Students £8 and accompanied children under |8 free. Book in advance online at
www.abbeydalesingers.org.uk (a booking fee will apply) or pay on the door.

CALM Christmas St Andrew’s Psalter Lane Church Sunday 14th December at 4pm.

The idea of Christmas is often sold to us as a time of joy and celebration to be spent with those we
love. For many of us, and for different reasons, the reality of Christmas can sometimes feel quite
different. Maybe we've been bereaved or feel lonely, maybe we feel anxious or overwhelmed and the
idea of a get-together brings anything but festive cheer. You are not alone. An invitation for hot
chocolate and mince pies followed by a gentle evening service with a few familiar carols and a chance to
reflect mindfully with some simple prayers.

Shelter Presents: Christmas Carol Concert with Steel City Choristers. Highfield Trinity
Methodist Church Saturday 16" December, 6.45pm to 7.45pm. Tickets from Eventbrite

Carols by Candlelight with the Sheffield Chorale, Wednesday |7th December at 7.30 pm at St
Marie’s RC Cathedral, Norfolk Street in the City centre. A traditional service of nine lessons and carols
- free entrance with a retiring collection to support SHAPED (Sheffield Alternative Provision for

Education). For more details go to www.sheffieldchorale.org and www.shaped.org.uk

FROM OUR ENVIRONMENT GROUP:

ECO TIPS

Buy local
From clothes to food, the closer to home these products are made and bought, the less carbon
is created with their transportation. Not only that, but you’ll be supporting the local economy
which means that in time you’ll likely have even more local items to choose from.
(Source: Good Energy)

Eco tips from congregation members are welcome - please send them to the church office.


https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/shelter-presents-christmas-carol-concert-with-steel-city-choristers-tickets-1559617330419
https://www.shaped.org.uk/

