
 

  

Notices for 14 September 2025 
Information about upcoming events, news and how to get involved below. 

Patterns of worship here, Children’s here, church calendar here and giving here. 

THIS WEEK: 
 

FAIRTRADE STALL this Sunday 14th September. For more than three decades, Fairtrade has 

been making an impact on the way trade works. We believe that every farmer and worker should have 

access to a better way of doing business, and a better way of living.  This Sunday 14th sept at the 10am 

service there will be a FairTrade stall selling delicious drinks, snacks and treats. Please bring some 

money and be ready to treat yourself!  Thank you, Environment Group 

 

 

https://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/Groups/397545/Worship.aspx
https://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/Groups/397579/Children_and_Families.aspx
https://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/Calendar/Month.aspx
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89515577906


 

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS - Tuesday 16 September:1 3:00-17:00 and Friday 19 September: 

10:00-14:00. A chance to visit to the architect George Pace's finest parish church with its stained glass 

by John Piper and Patrick Reyntiens and Gillian Rees-Thomas and Harry Stammers. Celebrating St 

Mark's role as an eco-congregation. Explore the architecture of George Pace with its stunning east and 

west windows at St Mark's Broomhill, which was selected by the National Churches Trust as one of the 

UK's Top 10 Best Modern Churches and is the only church in the Sheffield Diocese to be featured in a 

book on English churches. You will have the opportunity to discover the history of this church, including 

how it was rebuilt after being destroyed by bombing in 1940. This year will focus both on the past and 

on the present role of St Mark's as an eco-church with a chance to see what the church has achieved 

both inside and out. Activities will be available for children and fair-trade refreshments will be on offer. 

Members of the church will be available to explain features of the church and guide you round if you so 

wish.  

 

St Mark’s Library Gazette Inaugural Issue out now! Hard copies available on the library table, and 

electronic version on the website here 

 

NEWS: 

CONGRATULATIONS to Dr Cathy Rhodes, member of St John’s congregation, who has been 

invited to be an honoury lay Canon to Sheffield Cathedral in recognition of distinguished service to the 

Diocese in her roles as Diocesan Environmental Officer, representative on General Synod and Church 

Commissioner She will be installed at the Cathedral on Tuesday 18 November at 5.30pm. 

STATEMENT FROM THE BISHOP OF SHEFFIELD FOLLOWING THE TRIAL OF CHRIS 

BRAIN – Following the verdicts which found Chris Brain guilty of 17 charges and not guilty of 15 

others, Bishop Pete issued a statement addressed directly to the survivors, their families and friends, and 

to everyone affected by these events.  The statement can be found here 

APPLE PICKING Join Environment Group on the Green after the 10am service on 21 Sept to pick 

apples. These are sweet dessert apples, lunchbox sized so ideal for children. Take a bag home. Surplus 

to go to the library and school. 

LENT COURSE 2025 AND 2026 If you participated in this year’s course and would appreciate an 

opportunity to share your experiences. If you would like to suggest possible topics or approaches for 

next year’s course. There will be a brief meeting in the lounge on Tuesday 23 September at 7.00 

pm. Alternatively, send your reflections and suggestions to Ian on ian@stmarkssheffield.co.uk. Thank 

you and thank you to those who have already offered feedback or recommendations. 

 

SUPPORTING THE ARCHER PROJECT AT HARVEST As in previous years, we will be 

supporting the Archer Project as part of our celebration of Harvest on 5 October. Please bring donations 

to church on the day. They are particularly looking for – men’s boxer shorts, socks, beanie hats, coffee, 

sugar, tea bags, tins of baked beans, tins of tomatoes and pot noodles. Please make sure all foodstuffs are 

well in date before donating. They can accept clean, used socks in good condition, but any underwear 

must be new and in its original packaging for hygiene purposes. To find out the most up to date requests 

list then please visit their Facebook page, archerprojectsheffield. For general information about the work 

of the Archer Project visit their website archerproject.org.uk We are also looking for a couple of 

volunteers to take the donations to the Cathedral – please contact office@stmarksheffield.co.uk 

 

https://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/Publisher/File.aspx?ID=384538
https://www.sheffield.anglican.org/support/safeguarding/victim-and-survivor-support/nine-oclock-service/
https://www.facebook.com/archerprojectsheffield
https://archerproject.org.uk/
mailto:office@stmarksheffield.co.uk


PARISH GIVING SCHEME The PGS website will be taken offline from 3pm Monday 13 October, 

remaining unavailable until the new system launches on Thursday 30 October.  During this time, PGS will 

be unable to register or amend regular or one-off gifts. 

 

 

CHANGE TO ST MARK’S OFFICE HOURS While Rachael is covering our Operations 

Coordinator role, her working hours will now be 9:30 to 2:30 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. It 

would be appreciated if items for the notices are received by close of work on Wednesdays as the 

notices are designed, proofread and frozen into PDF on Thursday mornings. As a lone worker, Rachael 

is choosing to keep the outer doors locked, so please email or phone ahead if there are items you need 

to drop off/ collect. The building will be open as usual during Tim's working hours 1pm to 5pm Monday, 

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. 

 

SOCIAL SECURITY TWO CHILD LIMIT – Response from Abtisam Mohammad MP 

On Sunday 1 June, Mark James and I offered members of the Congregation an opportunity to sign a 

letter to local MPs, calling on the Government to end the two-child limit in social security, which is 

greatly increasing child poverty. Abtisam Mohammad MP has now given a full and positive reply, which 

she has asked to be relayed to members of the congregation. You can read the letter we sent here, and 

Abtisam’s response here. David Price 

 

 

COMING UP AT ST MARK’S: 
 

 

 

Coming to St Marks 

‘JUST’ ECONOMICS? with Ann Pettifor 

Political Economist 

Saturday 20 September 2025 

9.30 am to 1.00pm 

 

Free Admission - donations invited 

Places still available! 

 

 

 Internationally-acclaimed economist, Ann Pettifor, will offer critical analysis of prevailing 

governmental strategies before outlining an alternative ethically driven, environmentally-

responsible approach in which economics serves the common good.  Expect to be challenged, 

informed and inspired. 

 

Registration 

Admission is free, but delegates must register either beforehand via Eventbrite or on the day on 

the door.  Donations are invited and can be made in advance on on the day via Givealittle.  

Register here                       Donate  here 
 

https://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/Publisher/File.aspx?id=381424
https://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/Publisher/File.aspx?id=381423
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/just-economics-with-ann-pettifor-tickets-1448943642439?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://givealittle.co/c/3h0HTCS95V2RAS2f2wdKFP


 



 



Next month there will be a lunch on Sunday, 12 October; more details later. 

HELP OUT: 
 

Boycotting supermarkets re Gaza. Many thanks to all who signed the petitions which have been in 

church. We need to publicise this initiative as widely as possible and I am told that the best way to do 

this is through Facebook. This is foreign territory to me. Is there anyone who could offer to work on 

this with me? I will be very pleased to hear from you.  Michael Bayley (0114 258 

5249, mjbayley36@gmail.com) 

PRESERVE FLAVOURS NOW FOR ENJOYMENT LATER - Now is the perfect time for 

making homemade jams, chutneys and preserves over the summer / early autumn.  If you can, please put 

back a jar clearly labelled with the ingredients and bring to church and leave on the vestry windowsill 

from 21 September ready for us to sell on 5 October when we celebrate harvest festival. 

CALLING ALL JAM AND PRESERVE MAKERS – We have spare glass jars and a tree full of crab 

apples. If you would like to take some off our hands, please contact David or Sarah Armstrong. If you 

don’t have our contact details you can email david.treasurer3@gmail.com 

LIBRARY VOLUNTEER –Would you be interested in joining the Church Library Group? The role is 

not onerous as the Library Group only meets up about two to three times a year. You would join their 

rota and be available to offer advice and support to library users at the main 10.00am Sunday service 

every couple of months or so. If you are interested, please contact Joe Forde, Church Librarian, 

at joe.forde@tiscali.co.uk 

WELCOME TEAMS - would very much appreciate some additional help.  If you would like to be 

involved (one morning every 6 weeks) in this role of welcoming people and serving refreshments, please 

speak to Jean or Maria or email jean_baxter5@hotmail.com.  Thank you. 

 
FLOWERS- thanks to David Godden, Mike Willis, Pat Hunt and Rachel Pilkington for donating 

flowers, and Rachel Pilkington and Sue Godley for arranging them during September. Please contact 

Mary-Jane Ryder if you could help arrange the flowers occasionally. Current arrangers are happy to 

offer support and guidance if you have not done flower arranging before.  

 

WHAT’S ON IN THE COMMUNITY:  
 

18 September 7.30 pm - STORIES OF HOPE AND HUMANITY FROM THE NHS – live 

storytelling evening at the Montgomery Theatre. Register via Eventbrite here. 

 

REPAIR CAFÉ at St Andrew’s Psalter Lane Church Saturday 20th September, 10.00 am – 

2.00 pm:  Volunteer repair people will be on hand to make small repairs and teach people how they 

can do these themselves, with the aim of reducing waste by re-using and recycling items that would 

otherwise be thrown away. Come along with your wonky stuff and get it fixed! Refreshments and 

lunches available. No charge for repairs, but any donations, and profits from the refreshments, will be in 

aid of the Archer Project. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mjbayley36@gmail.com
mailto:at joe.forde@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:jean_baxter5@hotmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/stories-of-hope-and-humanity-from-the-nhs-tickets-1363273099539


HERITAGE OPEN DAYS 

St Mary’s Church and Bell Tower are open on Saturday, 20th September 10am -4pm as part of 

Sheffield Heritage Open Days 2025. Click here for more information. 

St Andrew’s Psalter Lane Church and Garden are open 10.00 am – 4.00 pm on 12th, 13th, 15th, 

18th and 19th September. 

CHURCH ACTION ON POVERTY URBAN PILGRIMAGE – Saturday 11 October 

Firvale,  Upper Wincobank and Firth Park. We will gather between 9 am and 930 am at St Cuthbert’s 

Church, Barnsley Road, opposite Northern General Hospital, for our opening service and briefings on 

the Church’s food bank etc. We shall then set off for Upper Wincobank Nondenominational Chapel, 

founded in 1841 by Mary Ann Rawson, the famous anti-slavery campaigner. From there, we go to Firth 

Park Methodist Church for our packed lunches and final discussion, ending by 2.30 pm.  

It is a picturesque, diverse and cosmopolitan area, which has faced its share of challenges in recent 

years. We shall walk about 2 ½ miles altogether, including some uphill and downhill stretches. Parking 

can be difficult near Northern General Hospital so you may prefer to use the convenient bus services to 

Fir Vale and back from Firth Park.   

If interested, please email our Secretary at briony.broome@hotmail.co.uk 

 

FROM OUR ENVIRONMENT GROUP: 
 

Calling a Wounded Earth Home - Whirlow Spirituality Centre    
Wednesdays, 7- 8.30pm 17 Sept, 1, 15, 29 October, 12 November.  

£6 for an individual session, £25 for all 5 sessions 

 

Five sessions, every other Wednesday, starting on 17 September. Drawing on resources developed by 

the Green Christian movement these five linked sessions aim to help us navigate our complex emotional 

responses to climate breakdown through a Christian lens of love, wisdom, and justice. Together we will 

hope to reach a place of active hope. There will be prompts for reflection, times of silence and times to 

share together. The sessions will be led by Catherine Fish and Margaret Ainger, both members of Green 

Christian. Participants are encouraged to book for all the sessions, as they lead on from each other, but 

it is possible to book sessions individually. 

You can book for a single session or all 5 sessions via Whirlow Grange here 

 

Lament and Hope  

October 18, 2025 @ 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Rotherham Minster, S60 1 PD 1PD   

Eco Church event with creative arts and music to honour the season of 

creation   

https://www.sheffieldhods.com/
mailto:briony.broome@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.whirlowspiritualitycentre.org/whats-on/2025/9/17/calling-a-wounded-earth-home


A space to lament and reflect on the damage 

we’ve done to creation, to explore hope and 

how we can make a difference.                               
Opens at 10am and closes with a service from 3pm 

• ‘Stations of Lament’ art exhibition created by the late Revd 

Louise Carr. 

• Meet other Eco Churches and chat with our Diocesan 

Environment Team. 

• Healing and Wholeness space 

• Eco craft activity for all ages 

• Service with the Steel City Choristers and the choristers of Rotherham Minster. We are 

delighted to announce that Bishop Designate Leah Vasey-Saunders will be attending and will be 

involved in the service. 
 

Free to attend. No need to book in advance and you can attend for as little or as much of the day as you 

like. Tea and coffee will be served throughout the day. 

The accompanying image is of Emerging Hope by Louise Carr, one of the artworks to be displayed at the event. 

 

ECO TIPS  
Book Review 

   
The environment Group would like to recommend an encouraging book 

 

‘Not the end of the world’ by Hannah Ritchie 

 

 It’s about what we need to do globally so that people can lead good and healthy lives 

 whilst reducing damage to the natural environment.  

 

It draws on information collected by Our World in Data, whose mission is to publish the 

research and data to make progress against the world’s largest problems. 

www.ourworldindata.org 

 

Michael Bailey has written an excellent summary if you would like a flavour of it. 

 You’ll find it on Page 24 of the June 2025 edition of Mark’s Messenger here 

 

There is a copy of the book in the church library 

 and it is stocked by WOB secondhand, as well as your usual bookstore. 

 

Eco tips from congregation members are welcome - please send them to the church office. 

 

 

https://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/Publisher/File.aspx?id=379324

