Jri~ St Mark's Sheffield

Notices for 31 August 2025

Information about upcoming events, news and how to get involved below.

Patterns of worship here, Children’s here, church calendar here and giving here.

THIS WEEK:

Boycotting supermarkets re Gaza. Thanks for your splendid response. Last chance to sign on
Sunday 3| August. We need volunteers to take the petition to each supermarket. Please sign
up on the table at the back of church if you can help.

NIGHT SERVICE on Sunday 31 August at 7 pm is a service of Healing and
Wholeness led by Jo Musker-Sherwood outside on the Green. A gentle space to
tend to some of the personal and political griefs that many of us are dealing with
now.

WHAT CAN WE DO? - The current situation involving Israel and Gaza is a
sensitive one and raises many issues. Whilst we believe in equal rights and dignity for both Palestinians
and Israeli's, what is very clear is the strength of feeling and condemnation of the Israeli government's
military operations in and around Gaza that are killing civilians and have led to a humanitarian
catastrophe. There are a number of people at St Mark’s working to help the children of Gaza and their
families by:

e advocating for political change by writing to our Prime Minister, MPs or the Israeli Ambassador here in
the UK. See an example you can send here

e Boycotting supermarkets that stock goods from Israel. Please sign the petition forms to the local
supermarkets at the back of church. You can find more details of how to do this here. There are also
national petitions you can sign up to here and here.

e donating to humanitarian aid charities — The DEC have updated their appeal for aid and address the
question “What is happening in Gaza and can DEC charities still provide aid?” To read this or donate,
please look here

e  joining vigils

e  signing petitions demanding the immediate lifting of Israel’s total blockade of Gaza to allow full and safe
humanitarian access, as well as condemning the use of starvation as a weapon of war.

If you feel challenged by these issues and want some inspiration to help you take the next step to do
something, do listen to Boyd’s sermon here or have a chat with Nick Jowett, Joe Forde, Michael Bayley or
Michael Miller, all of whom are willing to share their thoughts with you.

DEMENTIA STARS TRAINING - SEPT 12, 19 & 26 1.30 - 3.30 pm @ ST Mary’s Walkley -
As part of our Mission Area’s ongoing commitment to raising the awareness of dementia in our
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congregations, Grace Stead from Sheffield’s Enrichment for the Elderly has agreed to offer the Dementia
Stars course at St Mary’s Walkley. The course consists of 3 x 2 hour interactive sessions. There is no
charge and no test or exam. The course will take place on 3 consecutive Friday afternoons on
September |2th, 19th and 26th at St Mary’s church Walkley from 1.30 pm to 3.30 pm and is open to
people connected to our Mission Area. Each level builds on what has been learned in the previous levels
so it is important to try to attend all the sessions for maximum benefit. | have done the bronze level
online and plan to complete the remaining sessions at St Mary’s. Grace is an excellent communicator
and uses real life dementia situations to help us understand more about how somebody with dementia
experiences the world around them, how this affects their behaviour and how we can best support
them. It is practical, non academic and very accessible and would be of benefit to anyone supporting
someone with dementia personally, professionally or informally. There is a sign up sheet at the back of
church for you to reserve your place. Shan

LENT COURSE 2025 AND 2026 If you participated in this year’s course and would appreciate an
opportunity to share your experiences. If you would like to suggest possible topics or approaches for
next year’s course. There will be a brief meeting in the lounge on Tuesday 23 September at 7.00 pm.
Alternatively, send your reflections and suggestions to lan on ian@stmarkssheffield.co.uk. Thank you
and thank you to those who have already offered feedback or recommendations.

CHURCH ACTION ON POVERTY URBAN PILGRIMAGE - Saturday || October

Firvale, Upper Wincobank and Firth Park. We will gather between 9 am and 930 am at St Cuthbert’s
Church, Barnsley Road, opposite Northern General Hospital, for our opening service and briefings on
the Church’s food bank etc. We shall then set off for Upper Wincobank Nondenominational Chapel,
founded in 1841 by Mary Ann Rawson, the famous anti-slavery campaigner. From there, we go to Firth
Park Methodist Church for our packed lunches and final discussion, ending by 2.30 pm.

It is a picturesque, diverse and cosmopolitan area, which has faced its share of challenges in recent
years. We shall walk about 2 /2 miles altogether, including some uphill and downhill stretches. Parking
can be difficult near Northern General Hospital so you may prefer to use the convenient bus services to
Fir Vale and back from Firth Park.

If interested, please email our Secretary at briony.broome@hotmail.co.uk

ST MARK’S LIBRARY GAZETTE INAUGURAL ISSUE out now! Hard copies available on the
library table, and electronic version on the website here

CHANGE TO ST MARK’S OFFICE HOURS While Rachael is covering our Operations
Coordinator role, her working hours will now be 9:30 to 2:30 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. It
would be appreciated if items for the notices are received by close of work on Wednesdays as the
notices are designed, proofread and frozen into PDF on Thursday mornings. As a lone worker, Rachael
is choosing to keep the outer doors locked, so please email or phone ahead if there are items you need
to drop off/ collect. The building will be open as usual during Tim's working hours |pm to 5pm Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.

SECURITY AROUND THE CHURCH BUILDING A polite reminder to all keyholders, to please
lock up when you leave. Recently on different occasions, windows and the main doors have been found
open first thing in the morning. Please do NOT return borrowed items by leaving them in the porch
outside the main doors.
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WEEKDAY USERS OF THE CAR PARK Please be aware that the padlock code changed on
Monday 28 July. We have contacted those people from church who need to know; if we've missed
anyone out, please contact carparkingstmarks@gmail.com not the office.

SOCIAL SECURITY TWO CHILD LIMIT - Response from Abtisam Mohammad MP

On Sunday | June, Mark James and | offered members of the Congregation an opportunity to sign a
letter to local MPs, calling on the Government to end the two-child limit in social security, which is
greatly increasing child poverty. Abtisam Mohammad MP has now given a full and positive reply, which
she has asked to be relayed to members of the congregation. You can read the letter we sent here, and
Abtisam’s response here. David Price

COMING UP AT ST MARK’S:

On Sunday 7 September at 10am - Carol Miller, Church Engagement Manager for USPG,
an Anglican Mission Society, will be joining us to share some insights into the work of USPG, its
approach to mission and how we can develop our connection with this charity which we have
supported through International Donations for many years. You may be surprised by what she has to
say. There will be lunch after the service. Do come if you can. Carol will be staying for lunch so there
will be plenty of time to talk with her and ask questions. Michael Bayley
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THINKING FAITH

Please note that this month we are meeting on the FIRST Sunday!

/7 September 7pm

e

The Future of
Church-State Relations
Dr Jonathan Chaplin

The Church of England is the Established Church in this country, with
the monarch serving as its titular head. This unique position comes
with privileges, expectations and responsibilities extending well
beyond those who identify as ‘CofE.” What are those privileges,
expectations and responsibilities? Are they still justifiable within an
increasingly multi-cultural, secular society? And what are the
alternatives — how might the Church of England and the state relate
in the future? These are just some of the issues and questions to be

addressed by our speaker.

Dr Jonathan Chaplin is an Anglican political theologian and Fellow of
Wesley House, Cambridge, where he contributes to the work of the
Centre for Faith in Public Life. He works on issues of faith and
society, democracy, secularism, pluralism, multiculturalism and eco-
theology. Jonathan is the author of Beyond Establishment: Resetting
Church-State Relations in England (2022) in which he argues for the
disestablishment of the Church of England. In his spare time,
Jonathan works with Palestinian campaigning groups, helps look
after four grandchildren (two of whom attend St Mark’s!) and plays in
jazz-blues bands.
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HERITAGE OPEN DAYS - Tuesday 16 September:| 3:00-17:00 and Friday 19 September:
10:00-14:00. A chance to visit to the architect George Pace's finest parish church with its stained glass
by John Piper and Patrick Reyntiens and Gillian Rees-Thomas and Harry Stammers. Celebrating St
Mark's role as an eco-congregation. Explore the architecture of George Pace with its stunning east and
west windows at St Mark's Broomhill, which was selected by the National Churches Trust as one of the
UK's Top 10 Best Modern Churches and is the only church in the Sheffield Diocese to be featured in a
book on English churches. You will have the opportunity to discover the history of this church, including
how it was rebuilt after being destroyed by bombing in 1940. This year will focus both on the past and
on the present role of St Mark's as an eco-church with a chance to see what the church has achieved
both inside and out. Activities will be available for children and fair-trade refreshments will be on offer.

Members of the church will be available to explain features of the church and guide you round if you so
wish.

We need volunteers to staff the period when we are open to serve refreshments and help guide
people. There are useful notes available about the church, its architecture and its stained glass to help
you with the task. Contact Philip Booth 0114 2550634.

Coming to St Marks
‘JUST’ ECONOMICS? with Ann Pettifor
Political Economist
Saturday 20 September 2025
9.30 am to 1.00pm

Free Admission - donations invited
Booking now open!

Internationally-acclaimed economist, Ann Pettifor, will offer critical analysis of prevailing
governmental strategies before outlining an alternative ethically driven, environmentally-
responsible approach in which economics serves the common good. Expect to be challenged,
informed and inspired.

Registration
Admission is free, but delegates must register either beforehand via Eventbrite or on the day on
the door. Donations are invited and can be made in advance on on the day via Givealittle.

Register here Donate here
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PHASE

WORLDWIDE

Septem
8.00 pm

St Marks Church, Broomhill, S10 2SE

Sheffield Sinfonietta
Directed by Gordon Busbridge from the Harpsichord

Programme Includes:
J.S. Bach - Suite No.3 in D major for Three Trumpets, Timpani and Strings
Telemann - Concerto for Three Trumpets and Strings
Vivaldi - Concerto for Two Violins in A minor
J.S.Bach - Brandenburg Concerto No.3 in G major

Including soloist David Tonkin - Trumpet
Violin soloists- Hannah Thompson-Smith and Charlotte Pinder




St Mark’s Broomhill presents

THINKING FAITH

12 October 7pm 0
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Faith encounters disability
Challenges and Insights
The Reverend Frances Young, OBE, FBA

Frances Young, the mother of Arthur, who was born with
profound learning disabilities, taught Theology at the
University of Birmingham from 1971 to 2002. In mid-life
she was ordained as a Methodist minister, and now in
retirement regularly leads worship in the churches of the
Sheffield Circuit. After Arthur's death aged 54, with her
husband now aged 90, they moved to Sheffield to be
near family support. Her books, Face to Face (1985,
1990) and Arthur's Call (2014), tell Arthur's story and
explore faith in relation to her family experience.
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HELP OUT:

PRESERVE FLAVOURS NOW FOR ENJOYMENT LATER - Now is the perfect time for
making homemade jams, chutneys and preserves over the summer / early autumn. If you can, please put
back a jar clearly labelled with the ingredients and bring to church from 21 September ready for us to
sell on 5 October when we celebrate harvest festival.

CALLING ALL JAM AND PRESERVE MAKERS - We have spare glass jars and a tree full of
crabapples. If you would like to take some off our hands, please contact David or Sarah Armstrong. If
you don’t have our contact details you can email david.treasurer3@gmail.com

LIBRARY VOLUNTEER -Would you be interested in joining the Church Library Group? The role is
not onerous as the Library Group only meets up about two to three times a year. You would join their
rota and be available to offer advice and support to library users at the main 10.00am Sunday service
every couple of months or so. If you are interested, please contact Joe Forde, Church Librarian,

at joe.forde@tiscali.co.uk

MEALTRAIN - Just as we support families with a new baby, we would like to support Zoé and Leyla
as they adopt 2 children (Age 2 & 4 years) into their family. They would prefer to have a meal a week
for several weeks than a block of daily meals as this will help them establish a routine. If you could
prepare meat or vegetarian cottage pie, cheesy pasta, meatballs in sauce, sausage and mash or spaghetti
bolognaise (the children's favourite) for a Wednesday up until 10 September, please contact Shan who
will send you the link for the MealTrain. Thank you

WELCOME TEAMS - would very much appreciate some additional help. If you would like to be
involved (one morning every 6 weeks) in this role of welcoming people and serving refreshments, please
speak to Jean or Maria or email jean_baxter5@hotmail.com. Thank you.

FLOWERS- thanks to Maureen Whitebrook, Stuart Bennett, Lenni Oglesby, Peter Ryder, Shelagh
Marston & Cicely Chibnall for donating flowers, and Rachel Pilkington, Jennifer Hurrell & Briony Tayler
for arranging them during August. Contact Mary-Jane Ryder if you could help arrange the flowers
occasionally, training provided.

WHAT’S ON IN THE COMMUNITY:
OUR MISSION PARTNER St John’s Ranmoor is hosting a series of events at St John’s Church in
2025, exploring the lives of those who shaped the Ranmoor community.

Saturday é6th September, St John’s Church Heritage Open Day: Church open 2-5.30 with
exhibitions, guided tours and workshops. 5.30 pm The Sheffield Code A talk by Dr Julie Banham on
domestic taste in eighteenth and nineteenth century Sheffield. FREE.

Tuesday 9 September | lam - PRAYERFUL JOURNEY THROUGH THREADS OF THE
CROSS’ - Join Canon Jane Brooke as she leads a prayerful journey through this exhibition by Jacqui
Parkinson at Sheffield Cathedral. Book through Sheffield Cathedral website here

18 September 7.30 pm - STORIES OF HOPE AND HUMANITY FROM THE NHS - live
storytelling evening at the Montgomery Theatre. Register via Eventbrite here.

ST MARY’S CHURCH AND BELL TOWER are open on Saturday, 20" September |10am -
4pm as part of Sheffield Heritage Open Days 2025. Click here for more information.
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FROM OUR ENVIRONMENT GROUP:

Calling a Wounded Earth Home - Whirlow Spirituality Centre
Wednesdays, 7- 8.30pm 17 Sept, |, 15, 29 October, 12 November.
£6 for an individual session, £25 for all 5 sessions

Five sessions, every other Wednesday, starting on |7 September. Drawing on resources developed by
the Green Christian movement these five linked sessions aim to help us navigate our complex emotional
responses to climate breakdown through a Christian lens of love, wisdom, and justice. Together we will
hope to reach a place of active hope. There will be prompts for reflection, times of silence and times to
share together. The sessions will be led by Catherine Fish and Margaret Ainger, both members of Green
Christian. Participants are encouraged to book for all the sessions, as they lead on from each other, but
it is possible to book sessions individually.

You can book for a single session or all 5 sessions via Whirlow Grange here

' Lament and Hope
- October 18, 2025 @ 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
_ Rotherham Minster, S60 | PD IPD

! Eco Church event with creative arts and music to
l{ honour the season of creation
B A space to lament and reflect on the damage
; we’ve done to creation, to explore hope and
: .3l how we can make a difference.

Opens at 10am and closes with a service from 3pm

e ‘Stations of Lament’ art exhibition created by the late Revd Louise Carr.
e Meet other Eco Churches and chat with our Diocesan Environment Team.
e Healing and Wholeness space

e Eco craft activity for all ages

e Service with the Steel City Choristers and the choristers of Rotherham Minster. We are
delighted to announce that Bishop Designate Leah Vasey-Saunders will be attending and will be
involved in the service.

Free to attend. No need to book in advance and you can attend for as little or as much of the day as you
like. Tea and coffee will be served throughout the day.

The accompanying image is of Emerging Hope by Louise Carr, one of the artworks to be displayed at the event.

ECO TIPS

Book Review

The environment Group would like to recommend an encouraging book
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