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Welcome 
 

 

A warm welcome to everyone gathered here this morning,  

especially if this is your first visit to St Mark’s. 
 

Our celebration is richer for your part in it.   

Thank you for being here today. 

 

 

 

The hymns and Bible references may be found on the blue sheet  

with the notices.  Bibles can be collected from the back of church. 
 

YELLOW LARGE PRINT versions of the Service, complete  

with the hymns, may also be found at the back of church. 

 

 

 

Before the service begins,  

you are invited to share in a time of quiet reflection. 

 

Lent 
 

Lent is a tree without blossom, without leaf, 

Barer than blackthorn in its winter sleep, 

All unadorned.  Unlike Christmas which decrees 

The setting-up, the dressing-up of trees, 

Lent is a taking down, a stripping bare, 

A starkness after all has been withdrawn 

Of surplus and superfluous, 

Leaving no hiding place, only an emptiness 

Between black branches, a most precious space 

Before the leaf, before the time of flowers; 

Lest we should see only the leaf, the flower, 

Lest we should miss the stars. Jean M Watt 
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Gathering 
 

Voluntary 

Welcome 

 

Opening Hymn   

 
When I survey the wondrous cross  

on which the Prince of Glory died,  

my richest gain I count but loss,  

and pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,  

save in the death of Christ, my God:  

all the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to his blood. 

 

See from his head, his hands, his feet,  

sorrow and love flow mingling down:  

did e'er such love and sorrow meet,  

or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine,  

that were an off'ring far too small;  

love so amazing, so divine, Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 

demands my soul, my life, my all. Tune: Rockingham 
 

 

Prayers of Approach 
 

May God be with you 

and also with you. 
 

Ever-beckoning God, 

you call us to leave behind falsehood 

and seek our integrity in you: 

may our hearts be open to your love 

and our minds to your truth, 

that we may learn to worship what is worthy 

and to serve what is good, 

in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  
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Collect 
 

EVER LOVING GOD 

by the power of your Holy Spirit 

you give to your faithful people 

new life in the water of baptism. 

Guide and strengthen us by the same Spirit, 

that we who are born again 

may serve you in faith and love, 

and grow into the full stature of your Son, 

Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
Baptizing 

 

Presentation of the Candidate 
 

The youngest members of St Mark’s introduce Hannah at the front of church 
 

We present Hannah to be baptized 

and to take her place within the body of Christ. 
 

A minister addresses the whole congregation: 
 

Jesus said, ‘Let the children come to me. Do not stop them’.  

We thank God for Hannah who has come to be baptized today.  

Christ loves her and welcomes her into his Church.  
 

As Hannah grows up, she will need the help and encouragement of the 

Christian community so that she may learn to know God in public worship 

and private prayer, follow Jesus Christ in the life of faith, serve her 

neighbour after the example of Christ, and in due course come to 

confirmation. 
 

As part of the Church of Christ, we all have a duty to support Hannah  

by prayer, example and teaching.  
 

So I ask all present here today:  
 

Will you support Hannah as she begins her journey of faith?  

With the help of God, we will.  
 

Will you help her to live and grow within God’s family?  

With the help of God, we will.   
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The Decision 
A  minister addresses just the parents and godparents: 
 

Parents and godparents, you have the prime responsibility for guiding and 

helping Hannah in her early years.  So I ask you: 
 

Will you teach Hannah right from wrong,  

offer her an example of honesty and integrity 

that she might learn to act justly? 

With the help of God, we will. 
 

Will you nurture and protect Hannah, 

provide her with an environment of grace and gratitude 

that she might learn to love faithfully and tenderly? 

With the help of God, we will. 
 

Will you pray for Hannah, 

draw her by your example into the community of faith 

and walk with her in the way of Christ 

that she too might learn to walk humbly with God?  

With the help of God, we will. based on words by Mark Newitt 

 

Seeking God’s Help 
 

A  minister charges parents, godparents and all God’s people with their 

responsibilities for nurturing the newly baptized in the faith of Christ and we pray: 
 

FAITHFUL and loving God, 

bless those who care for Hannah 

and grant them your gifts 

of love, wisdom and faith. 

Pour upon them your healing 

and reconciling love, 

and protect their home from all evil. 

Fill them with the light of your presence 

and establish them in the joy of your kingdom, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Parents and godparents may be anointed with holy oil 

for strength and inspiration, with these words. 
 

I anoint you for service: remain faithful to your calling, 

as God remains faithful to you.  Amen.  
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Chant  during which Hannah’s family and close friends move to the font  
 

Come, Holy Spirit, 

gracious heavenly dove; 

come, fire of love.             John Bell (b 1949) & Graham Maule (b 1958) 
 

Prayer over the Water 
Water is poured into the font. 
 

A minister prays over the water and invites all to respond: 
 

Praise God who made heaven and earth,  

who keeps his promise for ever. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give thanks and praise.  

 

Hannah we baptize you today 

in water that was here at the world’s beginning  

and will be here at its end. 
 

Water that has known high snowy hilltops 

and dark ocean depths, icy sheets and spring showers. 

Water that has carved through silent rock 

and trickled down the gutters of city streets, 
 

Quenching, reviving and restoring,  

washing, cleansing and making new. 

We baptize you with water that tells the story of life - 

a story beyond us, wider than our imagination - 

that it might also tell your story. 
  

Throughout history water has showered with joy 

and flooded with fear. 

Destroying and creating it holds the promise of joy and sorrow, 

living and dying in every drop. 
  

Bless now this water that those baptized in it 

may be made one with Christ in his dying and rising, 

and being joined to his life may be brought safe 

through every tribulation to share the risen life 

that is ours in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
based on words by Jen Ryder 
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Affirmation 
A minister addresses the whole gathering. 
 

Let us affirm together the faith into which Hannah is to be baptized. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life, 

the one for whom we exist?  

I believe and trust in God.  
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature, 

died for us and rose again?  

I believe and trust in Jesus.  
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the 

people of God and makes Christ known in the world?  

I believe and trust in the Holy Spirit.  
 

This is the faith of the Church.  

This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God,  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Baptism 
Hannah, I baptize you 

in the name of the Father,  

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Signing with the Cross 
 

The sign of the cross is made on Hannah’s forehead with the words: 
 

Hannah, I sign you with the cross, the sign of Christ.  
 

Always remember that you are beautiful in the eyes of God; 

that the mark of Christ is upon you; 

walk free and open your heart to life, 

for the Spirit journeys with you into each new day. Abi Thompson 

 

Parents, godparents and others are invited to sign Hannah  

with the sign of the cross. 

Welcome 
There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism: 

by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body. 
 

We welcome you into the fellowship of faith; 

we are children of the same heavenly Father; 

we welcome you. 
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Gradual Hymn  (during which Hannah is welcomed by the congregation 

as  the baptism party return to their seats and children may go into groups) 
 

 

There's a wideness in God's mercy,  

like the wideness of the sea; 

there's a kindness in his justice,  

which is more than liberty. 
 

There is no place where earth's sorrows  

are more felt than up in heav'n;  

there is no place where earth's failings  

have such kindly judgement giv'n. 
 

For the love of God is broader  

than the scope of human mind,  

and the heart of the Eternal  

is most wonderfully kind. 
 

But we make his love too narrow  

by false limits of our own; 

and we magnify his strictness  

with a zeal he will not own. 
 

There is plentiful redemption  

in the blood that has been shed;  

there is joy for all the members  

in the sorrows of the Head. 
 

If our love were but more simple,  

we should take him at his word;  Frederick William Faber alt. 

and our lives would be all gladness   (1814-1863)  

in the joy of Christ our Lord. Tune: Saffron Walden 

 
Gospel John 12.20-26 
 

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
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Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some 

Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said 

to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’ 22Philip went and told Andrew; then 

Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, ‘The hour 

has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless 

a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; 

but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and 

those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal 

life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my 

servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honour. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon Revd Mark Newitt 

 

The sermon is followed by a time for quiet reflection. 

 

Responding 

 
Prayers of the People 
 

Let us pray  We sit or kneel 
 

The following chant is sung at the beginning and end of the intercessions. 
 

Exaudi nos, Domine Hear us, O Lord 

dona nobis pacem tuam.                   give us your peace.  

 
Margaret Rizza (b.1929) 

 
 

PTO 
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One of the following or another set of biddings and responses is used. 
 

God, Spirit of infinite compassion; Your kingdom come 

May our lives reflect your love. Your will be done. 
 

Ever present Spirit of grace God of justice,  

You lead us into truth; truth and love. 

We open our hearts  Inspire us with your Spirit 

to your loving guidance.  to let your Kingdom come.  

Amen Amen 
 

Greeting of Peace   We are invited to stand 
 

Jesus says, “Peace is my parting gift to you, 

my own peace, such as the world cannot give. 

Set your troubled hearts at rest, and banish your fears.”      John 14.27 (REB) 

We meet in Christ’s name and share in his peace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

We share a sign Christ’s peace with the people around us,  

also remembering those from whom we are estranged. 
 

Offertory Hymn   
 

A collection is taken for the mission and ministry of St Mark’s.   

If you are a taxpayer, please place your gift in one of the yellow envelopes provided, 

writing your name and address on the front.  If you leave the envelope blank, we are 

unable to reclaim tax under the ‘Gift Aid’ scheme.  Thank you. 
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Morning glory, starlit sky, 

leaves in springtime, swallows' flight, 

autumn gales, tremendous seas, 

sounds and scents of summer night; 
 

Soaring music, towering words, 

art's perfection, scholar's truth, 

joy supreme of human love, 

memory's treasure, grace of youth; 

 

Open, Lord, are these, thy gifts, 

gifts of love to mind and sense; 

hidden is love's agony, 

love's endeavour, love's expense. 

 

Love that gives, gives evermore, 

gives with zeal, with eager hands, 

spares not, keeps not, all outpours, 

ventures all, its all expends. 

 

Drained is love in making full; 

bound in setting others free; 

poor in making many rich; 

weak in giving power to be. 

 

Therefore he who thee reveals 

hangs, O Father, on that Tree 

helpless; and the nails and thorns 

tells of what thy love must be. 

 

Thou art God, no monarch thou, 

throned in easy state to reign; 

thou art God, whose arms of love 

aching, spent, the world sustain. 
 William Hubert Vanstone (1923-1999) 

 Tune: Love's Expense 
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Abiding 
 

Preparation 

 
Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, and the collection, are offered. 

 
God of humility, we seek you, 

bearing the offering of our lives, 

needful of your grace. 

 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray (please sit or kneel) 

 

May God be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 

 

Let us give thanks to our gracious God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

God of the Jubilee,  

in Christ, you shatter the temples  

we create to contain you 

and reveal your will: 

to loose the bonds of injustice 

and let the oppressed go free; 

to share your bread with the hungry 

and shelter the homeless poor. 

 

Silence our pretentions 

and prepare our hearts 

to suffer the cries of your suffering people 

and respond with the offering of our lives. 
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With all in every age 

who have been stirred by your passion 

or longed for your presence, 

who yearn for your light to break forth like the dawn 

and your healing to spring up swiftly, 

we raise our voices in acclamation, saying: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of truth and love, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Especially, we praise you 

for coming among us in Jesus, 

in him, your kingdom is made manifest, 

through him, your will is fulfilled, 

with him, we are called into your service. 
 

And now, 

in obedience to his command, 

it is our duty and our joy, 

to remember the night he gave himself up 

and was handed over to death. 
 

One final time, 

in the company of his own, 

gathered around a table, 

Jesus took bread, gave thanks, 

broke it and offered it to them, saying,  

This is my body, which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
 

Later, he took a cup of wine, 

gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

do this in remembrance of me. 
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And so, Lord of the Fast, 

breathe your passionate Spirit into this communion  

that all who share this bread and wine 

may feed on Christ and taste his sacred hunger 

for a world renewed by your promises 

and fulfilled through your love.  Amen. 

 
 Ian Wallis, inspired by Isaiah, chapter 58. 

 

Lord’s Prayer & Communion 
 

As Jesus taught us, so we pray: 

 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come,  

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  

Amen. 

 

The bread is broken. 
 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

Words of invitation follow. 
 

All Christ once was and continues to be 

is offered to us around this table, 

in bread and wine, in the company of others; 

so come, let us celebrate the feast.  
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 ‘Agnus Dei’ (Lamb of God), another ancient penitential response,  

is sung while the Eucharistic Ministers receive Communion. 

 

Jesus, lamb of God, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sin, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 

 

 
 

Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread and 

wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar rail with 

those around you. Gluten and dairy-free bread rolls are used; the wine in the 

chalices contains alcohol and the alternative chalice has alcohol-free wine. 

 

 

During Communion, we sing together:  
 

Within our darkest night, 

you kindle the fire  

that never dies away 

that never dies away. 

Within our darkest night, 

you kindle the fire 

that never dies away 

that never dies away. 
 Taizé 

 

 
At the conclusion, silence is shared. 
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Venturing 
 

Prayers of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 

 

GOD of our pilgrimage, 

you have fed our minds, 

inspired our faith, 

and revived our spirits. 

May we go from here to serve you 

in a bruised and disordered world; 

and may the offering of our lives 

be a channel for your grace, 

in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
Announcements 

 
Blessing 
  We invite you to stand 

May the God of life and light 

illuminate your way, 

sustain you on your journey 

and bring you wisdom; 
 

and the blessing of God, 

Creator, Christ and Spirit of Life 

rest upon you and all whom you love, 

both living and departed, now and always.    
 

Amen. 
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Final Hymn   
 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 

naught be all else to me save that thou art; 

thou my best thought in the day and the night, 

waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word, 

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;  

thou my great Father, and I thy true heir;  

thou in me dwelling, and I in thy care. 

 

Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight, 

be thou my armour, and be thou my might, 

thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r, 

raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow’r 

 

Riches I need not, nor all the world's praise, 

thou mine inheritance through all my days; 

thou, and thou only, the first in my heart,  

High King of heaven, my treasure thou art! 

 

High King of heaven, when battle is done,  

grant heaven's joy to me, O bright heav'n's sun; 

Christ of my own heart, whatever befall,  

still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 Irish 8th century, 

  trans. Mary Byrne (1880-1931) and Eleanor Hull (1860-1935) 

 Tune: Slane 
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Gift of Light  (please face the back of church) 
 

 

A lighted candle, symbolizing the gift of faith and the presence of God’s Spirit,  

is collected by Hannah’s sister, Emily and brother, Alfred. 
 

Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, 

but will have the light of life.’ 
 

Receive the light of Christ; 

walk in this light all the days of your life. 

May God kindle in you the flame of faith 

the fire of love and the torch of truth.  Amen. 

 

 
Commission  
 

From what we know,    

to what we have yet to discover 

God is calling us on. 

 

From all that binds us,    

to the truth which frees us 

God is calling us on. 

 

From the blessings of today,    

to the possibilities of tomorrow 

God is calling us on. 

 

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.   

Amen. 
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Sharing in the hospitality of Christ  

continues after this service with refreshments, 

 

please do stay, if you can 

 

and also on Wednesdays at Lunch Club,  

on Fridays at Broomhall Breakfast,  

on Saturdays at Soup Run, and wherever and whenever  

food and friendship are offered in Christ’s name. 
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To use the Induction Loop, please select the T setting 

on your hearing aid.   

 
 

Please silence or switch off mobile phones and pagers 

before the service begins.  Thank you. 

 
 

ALLERGY ADVICE: we use gluten and dairy free bread 

at Communion and our wine contains alcohol.  

An alternative cup with alcohol-free wine is available, 

please ask for this at the rail. 
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setting for the liturgy is ‘The Addington Service,’ by Richard Shephard.  Scripture quotations are from 

the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995,  Hymns 

and songs are reproduced under Church Copyright Licence Number 294846. The image on the front 
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