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Welcome to St Mark’s 
 

A warm welcome to our service, especially if you are new to St 
Mark’s. Please join us for refreshments afterwards, and you are 

very welcome to stay for our soup and bread lunch. 
Do introduce yourself to a member of the welcome team or 

clergy before you leave. Thank you for being here today. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On this Transfiguration Sunday, we are asked: if our churches are to be 
communities that put the poorest first, how must we change?  

What must we let go of?  

Lent begins this week, a time of prayer and pilgrimage, and so today’s 
theme is of journeying as transformation; how we can be changed by 

those we encounter, how we can learn to listen, see - and respond. 
 

We gather today as a community of all ages and this service has 
been planned with all age groups in mind. There are themed activity 

packs available for children to use as we worship together. 
 
 

YELLOW LARGE PRINT versions of the Service are available at 
the back of church. To use the Induction Loop, please select 
the T Setting on your hearing aid.   Please switch off mobile 
phones and pagers  or set to silent mode.   
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Gathering 

 

Welcome  
 

O God, you are the gathering one 
who calls us into community with each other; 
to love and work,  
to support and heal. 
 

You are the gathering one 
who calls us into community with all people; 
to bring justice and hope,  
freedom and truth. 
 

You are the gathering one 
who calls us into community with the whole creation; 
to live in harmony,  
to cherish and renew. 
 

Let us worship the God who makes us one. 
 

Opening Hymn (please stand) 
 

The love of God comes close 
where stands an open door 
to let the stranger in 
to mingle rich and poor: 
the love of God is here to stay 
embracing those who walk his way. 
 
The peace of God comes close 
to those caught in the storm 
forgoing lives of ease 
to ease the lives forlorn: 
the peace of God is here to stay 
embracing those who walk her way. 
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The joy of God comes close 
where faith encounters fears, 
where heights and depths of life 
are found through joys and tears: 
the joy of God is here to stay  
embracing those who walk his way. 
 

The grace of God comes close 
to those whose grace is spent, 
when hearts are tired or sore 
and hope is bruised or bent: 
the grace of God is here to stay 
embracing those who walk her way. 
 

The Son of God comes close 
where people praise his name,  
where bread and wine are blest  
and shared, as when he came:  
the Son of God is here to stay  
embracing those who walk his way. 

Words: John L Bell 
Tune : Love Unknown. 

Please sit 
 
Prayers of Penitence  
 

Jesus said: 
Above all, strive for God’s reign 
of justice and peace. 
 
We do not always live up to this calling.  
 
Let us acknowledge the times we get things wrong  
and seek Gods forgiveness. 

 

Silence for preparation 
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You asked for my hands  
that you might use them for your purpose. 
I gave them for a moment,  
then withdrew them, for the work was hard. 
 
You asked for my mouth  
to speak out against injustice. 
I gave you a whisper  
that I might not be accused. 
 
You asked for my eyes  
to see the pain of poverty. 
I closed them,  
for I did not want to see. 
 
You asked for my life  
that you might work through me. 
I gave a small part  
that I might not get too involved. 
 
Lord, forgive our calculated efforts to serve you: 
only when it is convenient for us to do so, 
only in those places where it is safe to do so, 
and only with those who make it easy to do so. 
 
Father, forgive us,  
and teach us to love as Jesus did 
that we might take seriously  
the meaning of the cross.  

Litany for Justice (adapted) 
 
May God forgive you, 
Christ renew you 
and the Spirit enable you to grow in love. Amen. 
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The Collect  
 

Almighty God, 
in Christ you make all things new: 
transform the poverty of our nature  
by the riches of your grace, 
and in the renewal of our lives 
make known your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Song (please stand) 
During this song the gospel book will be carried in procession around 
the church and you are invited to join the procession if you wish.  
Who knows where we will end up? 
 

We are marching in the light of God, 
we are marching in the light of God. 
(Repeat) 
We are marching, O-o,  
we are marching in the light of God. 
(Repeat) 
 
Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwenkhos', 
siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwenkhos'. 
(Repeat) 
Siyahamba, O-o, 
siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwenkhos'. 
(Repeat) 

Trad Xhosa hymn, trans Anders Nyberg 
 

 
We remain standing for the gospel reading. 
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Gospel Reading: Matthew 17.1-9                                 (The Message Bible) 
 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Six days later…. Jesus took Peter and the brothers, James and John, and 
led them up a high mountain. His appearance changed from the inside 
out, right before their eyes. Sunlight poured from his face. His clothes 
were filled with light. Then they realized that Moses and Elijah were 
also there in deep conversation with him. 
Peter broke in, “Master, this is a great moment! What would you think 
if I built three memorials here on the mountain—one for you, one for 
Moses, one for Elijah?” 
While he was going on like this, babbling, a light-radiant cloud 
enveloped them, and sounding from deep in the cloud a voice: “This is 
my Son, marked by my love, focus of my delight. Listen to him.” 
When the disciples heard it, they fell flat on their faces, scared to 
death. But Jesus came over and touched them. “Don’t be afraid.” 
When they opened their eyes and looked around all they saw was 
Jesus, only Jesus. 
Coming down the mountain, Jesus swore them to secrecy. “Don’t 
breathe a word of what you’ve seen. After the Son of Man is raised 
from the dead, you are free to talk.” 
 

How is this God’s word of life for us today? 
 

We sing ‘We are marching’ once more as we return to our seats. 
 

Responding  
 

‘Go a mile in their shoes’ – talk 
 

We hold a time of quiet for reflection. 
 

Prayers of Solidarity and Concern 
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Greeting of Peace  
 

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace. 
If we live in the Spirit, let us walk in the Spirit. 

Galatians 5.22.23 

The peace of God be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 

We share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another 
 

Offertory Hymn 
 

A collection is taken for the ministry of St Mark’s. If you are a taxpayer and 
are not currently a member of the church’s planned giving scheme, please 

place your gift in one of the envelopes provided, writing your name and 
address on the front.  Thank you. 

 

Here in this place, new light is streaming  
now is the darkness vanished away,  
see, in this space, our fears and our dreamings,  
brought here to you in the light of this day.  
Gather us in - the lost and forsaken,  
gather us in - the blind and the lame;  
call to us now, and we shall awaken  
we shall arise at the sound of our name.  
 
We are the young - our lives are a mystery  
we are the old - who yearn for your face.  
we have been sung throughout all of history  
called to be light to the whole human race.  
Gather us in - the rich and the haughty, 
gather us in - the proud and the strong;  
give us a heart so meek and so lowly,  
give us the courage to enter the song.  
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Here we will take the wine and the water, 
here we will take the bread of new birth,  
here you shall call your sons and your daughters,  
call us anew to be salt of the earth.  
Give us to drink the wine of compassion,  
give us to eat the bread that is you;  
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion  
lives that are holy and hearts that are true.  
 
Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
not in some heaven, light years away, 
but here in this place, the new light is shining, 
now is the kingdom, now is the day.  
Gather us in the and hold us forever, 
gather us in and make us your own; 
gather us in - all peoples together,  
fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 

Marty Haugen 

 
Abiding 

 

Preparation 
 

The bread and wine, and the collection, tokens of our response to 

God, are  offered. 
 

What do you bring to Christ’s table? 
We bring bread and wine,  
made by many people’s work,  
from an unjust world where some have plenty 
and most go hungry.  
 
At this table all are fed, and no-one is turned away. 
Thanks be to God.    

Brian Wren 
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 

Let us pray                 (we sit or kneel) 
 

May God be with you.  
And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to God. 

 

Let us give thanks to our gracious God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is right to praise you, God of all creation; 
in your love you made us for yourself. 
When we turned away 
you did not reject us, 
but came to meet us in your Son. 
You embraced us as your children 
and welcomed us to sit and eat with you. 
 

In Christ you shared our life 
that we might live in him and he in us. 
He opened his arms of love upon the cross. 
 

On the night he was betrayed, 
at supper with his friends 
he took bread, and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
We do this in remembrance of him: 
his body is the bread of life. 
 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: 
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Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
We do this in remembrance of him: 
his blood is shed for all. 
 

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, 
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine 
may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
As we eat and drink these holy gifts 
make us one in Christ, our risen Lord. 
 

With your whole Church throughout the world 
we offer you this sacrifice of praise 
and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven, saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of truth and love, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Amen.  

 

Common Worship, Eucharistic Prayer H 

Lord’s Prayer & Communion 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
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The bread is broken.  
 

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many,  
we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 

Words of invitation follow. 
 

Bread and wine;  
the gifts of God for the people of God. 
May we who share these gifts  
be found in Christ,  
and Christ in us. 
 

 
Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the 

bread and wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  
We share gluten and dairy-free bread and alcoholic wine.  

An alternative cup is available containing alcohol-free wine – 
 please indicate if you would prefer this. 

 
During the Administration the following chant is sung 

 

Bless the Lord, my soul, 
and bless God’s holy name.  
Bless the Lord, my soul,  
who leads me into life.                                   Jacques Berthier (1923-94), Taize. 

 
 

Choir Motet: Blest Are the Pure in Heart by Sir Henry Walford Davies.  
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Venturing 
Prayer of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 

You call us, God. 
You call us out of a harsh land and into freedom  
You call us out of despair and apathy  
You call us into a vision of another way of living. 
 

You call us, Jesus. 
You call us into hope and friendship  
You call us to build your kingdom  
You call us to break bread with you and with the hungry. 
 

You call us, Holy Spirit.  
You call us to transformation  
You call us to shine into the darkness  
You call us into the world to change it. 
 

Give us the strength to follow where you call. Amen.  
Marie Pattison 

 
Announcements 
 
The Blessing 
 

Go in the love of God who inspires us,  
in the friendship of Christ who calls us, 
and in the peace of the Spirit  
who strengthens us to be witnesses 
to a kingdom of love and hope;  
and the blessing of God, 
Creator, Christ and Sacred Spirit, 
rest upon you and all whom you love, 
both living and departed, now and always.  Amen. 
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Hymn 
 

One more step along the world I go,  
one more step along the world I go; 
from the old things to the new  
keep me traveling along with you: 

And it's from the old I travel to the new;  
keep me traveling along with you. 

 

Round the corner of the world I turn,  
more and more about the world I learn; 
all the new things that I see  
you'll be looking at along with me:  
 

As I travel through the bad and good,  
keep me traveling the way I should; 
where I see no way to go  
you'll be telling me the way, I know:  
 

Give me courage when the world is rough,  
keep me loving though the world is tough; 
leap and sing in all I do,  
keep me traveling along with you:  
 

You are older than the world can be,  
you are younger than the life in me; 
ever old and ever new,  
keep me traveling along with you:  

Words and music: Sydney Carter 
 

Commission (please face the back of church) 
 

Let us go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Organ voluntary 
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Sharing in the hospitality of Christ  
continues after this service with refreshments and lunch  

-please stay if you can-  
on Wednesdays at Lunch Club,  

on Fridays at Broomhall Breakfast,  
on Saturdays at Soup Run, 

and wherever and whenever  
food and friendship are offered in Christ’s name. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following sources have been used in compiling this service:  ‘Common Worship: Services 
and Prayers for the Church of England’; ‘ Litany for Justice’ by Dean McIntyre, 

http://www.churchpoverty.org.uk/sunday/resource/access/capsunday2017pack 
and locally crafted texts. Words of songs and hymns reproduced by permission under 

CCL294846.  All rights reserved. 

 

http://www.churchpoverty.org.uk/sunday/resource/access/capsunday2017pack
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A statement of belief 
 
This we believe: 
We are called to the kingdom as Moses was,  
to lead a migrant people across a sea  
and through a wilderness. 
Call us again, God who frees the oppressed. 
 

This we believe: 
We are called to the kingdom as Elijah was,  
to share food with widows and children. 
Call us again, God of unlikely miracles. 
 

This we believe: 
We are called to the kingdom as Amos was,  
to thirst for a time when justice would flow like a stream. 
Call us again, God of angry prophets. 
 

This we believe: 
We are called to the kingdom as Mary was,  
to bring into being a vision of the hungry fed  
and the humble lifted high. 
Call us again, God who dwells among us. 
 

This we believe: 
We are called to the kingdom of Jesus,  
that there be enough bread and wine for all,  
healing freely given and hope for the broken-hearted. 
Call us again, God of a generous Kingdom. 
 

Marie Pattison 
 


