
1 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARK’S 
MESSENGER 
 
The Parish Magazine of 
St Mark’s Church, Broomhill and Broomhall, Sheffield 
 
June 2016                         Price 60p 

 

 

  

 
Photo: James Robertson 

At the Christening of Abigail Ryder 

 

 

 



2 

 

FROM SARAH COLVER, THE (NEW) ASSOCIATE VICAR 
 

 

Hello – again!  First of all, I do need 
to say a huge thank you to all those 
who have made us – that’s myself, 
husband Stephen, Ellie and Aran – 
feel so welcome on our move into 
Betjeman Gardens.  This is such a 
lovely time of year and we are 
enjoying the new house and its 
environs; walking to and from the 
church, I always pass the Botanical 
Gardens and can take a slight 
detour through them, if I have time.  
During the short time we’ve been 
here, the trees surrounding our 
house have come into leaf and new 
flowers are coming into bloom every 

day.  New life and new growth are 
everywhere!   

We were quickly overwhelmed by 
the welcome from new neighbours 
and Church members, and had to 
hunt through piles of boxes to find 
all the flower vases.  This is the start 
of a new phase of all our lives, and 
to feel so supported from the outset 
by the Church community has been 
a wonderful way to begin.  It is not 
my intention to diminish this – 
because it is such an important 
witness – by admitting that it is also 
what I’d anticipated.  For we haven’t 
just moved anywhere, we’ve come 
to join a new Church family, where 
kindness, generosity and hospitality 
are natural ways to express a 
shared Christian faith.   

Several people have asked me what 
I think the priorities for my ministry 
might be.  For now, it is far too early 
to say – they will emerge over time, 
following discussion with Sue and 
others.  When I came for interview, I 
talked about an interest in 
developing the prayer life of the 
Church and about my love of music, 
amongst many other things.  But 
even within a few weeks it has 
become clear that there are so 
many other areas of potential and of 
creative energy in this place.  A new 
PCC has just been elected too, and 
there are plenty of ideas ‘floating 
around’ – so a careful process of 

 

Sarah 
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discernment will be crucial for 
everyone.   

There is much to learn about the 
rhythm of life here too; the number 
and scale of activities at St Mark’s 
means that it will take some time to 
learn about everything that goes on.  
Having been on placement back in 
November, 2015 gives me a bit of a 
head start, but this is a very different 
role.  So, over the next few months, 
I’ll be needing to listen a lot – to 
stories about the Church and the 
community as well as the life stories 
of individuals too.  I’ll only learn how 
best I can contribute to St Mark’s by 
meeting with and learning from the 
people who are already here.  And I 
still have to find out all about the 
Broomhill Festival...   

Unlike many people in my situation, 
post curacy, I am very fortunate in 
that I am coming to join an 
established and gifted clergy and 
lay team, and am already enjoying 
the collegial way of working.  It’s 
great to be invited to take part in 
creative discussions, to share 
resources and ideas, to be able to 
offer and receive support – and, at 
the same time, to reduce the 
frequency of my appearance on the 
preaching rota!  For me, this is such 
a blessing.  I hope that they all think 
so too!   

 ‘Always we begin again’ is a 
quotation from the Rule of Benedict 
which I have found very helpful; it 
allows for mistakes, forgiveness and 
new beginnings, and recognises 
that our lives are constantly 

changing, always containing the 
potential for further transformation.  
I hope that this will prove to be a 
good time for us all to be starting a 
new phase of ministry in this place, 
to ‘begin again’ – together.   

With my best wishes, 

Sarah 

 

25 June is the festival of John 
the Baptist, so this month the 
first and final pictures in the 
Messenger are images of 
baptism.  On the cover, James 
Robertson’s photograph of Sue 
with Abigail Ryder (baptised 16 
April); inside, on p 25, Chloe 
Jenkins (baptised 1 May) with 
her parents, Sarah and Matt.  
Congratulations to them both.   

 

Ellie and Aran 



4 

 

 

Last month I visited the island of 
Lesvos, near Turkey, as part of the 
teaching team for University of 
Sheffield undergraduate field 
classes in political and economic 
geography.  The island has become 
synonymous with devastating 
images of the ongoing refugee 
crisis.  Since returning to the UK I 
have had the opportunity to reflect 
on and try to make sense of the 
wrenching fragmentary stories of 
refugees, alongside a growing 
appreciation for the spirit of the 
locals on this incredible island of 
solidarity and hope.   

The UNHCR figures indicate that 
from 1 January, 2016 to 19 March 
(when the EU-Turkey ‘deal’ came 
into place) 137,149 refugees arrived 
in the Greek islands.  In the days 
preceding our arrival it was common 
for over 2,000 refugees to arrive in 
Lesvos in a single night.  Such 
figures have been drummed into us 
with the clipped repetition of news 
bulletins for months.  With students 
briefed on the evolution of the crisis 
and studying reports and 

statements from leading 
humanitarian agencies, I felt that we 
had some level of preparedness 
and a little knowledge in our pocket 
as we made our trip.  Yet perhaps 
the most visceral reaction by the 
students was that of embarrassment 
at a busted naïvety.  How could we 
assume to have knowledge or 
understanding of a situation tamed 
and sanitized through web-pages 
and news feeds?   

We visited two refugee camps, Kara 
Tepe and Moria.  Seeing the fragility 
of these camps was excruciating.  
The life-endangering journeys made 
by refugees in flimsy, un-seaworthy 
boats had not led to a destination of 
stability and security.  Shelter and 
food is provided, but seeing such 
crude services in support for bare 
life seemed so far removed from our 
understandings of what it means to 
be European and expectations of 
what a life in Europe should hold.  
The students afterwards described 
how camp residents were ‘just like 
us’.  We did in fact give a lift across 
the island in our coach to a young 
woman – an academic from the 
geology department at the 
University of Homs.  Some of the 
camp residents asked a group of 
our students to take their photo with 
a placard conveying a message 
expressing both thanks to local 
Greek people and frustration with 
European asylum processes.  Such 
experiences made me reflect on the 
agency of refugees themselves and 

LESVOS, ISLAND OF SOLIDARITY 
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the way this has been written out of 
so much of political discussion.  
Perhaps we need to think of ways to 
enable voices of refugees 
themselves to penetrate slick news 
cycles.   

We learned that the humanitarian 
response was initially left to 
volunteers and local residents.  Eric 
and Philippa Kempson have been 
particularly prominent in providing 
relief and support to those arriving 
on the northern shores and they 
kindly offered to meet with us and 
describe the networks of support on 
the island.  Their latest project is 
focused on bringing an abandoned 
hotel back to life as a place of safety 
and refuge.  Hotel Elpis (meaning 
‘hope’) will offer more dignified 
support for refugees arriving in 
Lesvos and enable families to stay 
together as groups.  We’ve been 
keeping up with developments 
through the Facebook page 
(HopeCentreElpis) and students 
have kicked off fundraising efforts 
for the centre.   

Another shared frustration 
expressed by the students was the 
coarse, inhumane and alarmist 

terms in which the crisis is 
discussed by (some) politicians and 
many media outlets in the UK.  This 
stood in such sharp contrast with 
the unanimously welcoming 
language and attitude of island 
residents.  We heard and saw many 
acts of generosity and humanity.  
Lesvos is one of the least affluent 
parts of Greece, a country that has 
seen its per-person income shrink 
by around a quarter since 2010.  My 
colleague Dimitris Ballas has 
powerfully described how locals 
who themselves have constrained 
material resources have been 
buying and giving food and offering 
transport and accommodation  
(http://speri.dept.shef.ac.uk/2016/01
/06/a-letter-from-lesvos/).  

The island itself seems to embody 
the humanity and respect that 
seems so absent from the EU-
Turkey ‘deal’.  When locals with 
such scarce resources are able to 
open their arms to those in need we 
must push for politicians from more 
affluent corners of the EU to uphold 
their humanitarian responsibilities.   

Elle Carter 

 
 

 
 

http://speri.dept.shef.ac.uk/2016/01/06/a-letter-from-lesvos/
http://speri.dept.shef.ac.uk/2016/01/06/a-letter-from-lesvos/
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‘THE NOWNESS OF EVERYTHING’: 
A PROFILE OF GILL MACGREGOR 

 

‘Still In L-plates’  is Gill’s own 
description of herself in her new role 
as Pastoral Care Co-ordinator and 
Chair of the newly established 
Pastoral Care Core Group – a 
reference to the fact that she’s a 
relative newcomer to St Mark’s (do 
walk up and say hello – she’s also a  
church welcomer, so she’s easy to 
find).  She’s delighted that as an S10 
dweller she can claim it as her parish 
church, although she’s also strongly 
in sympathy with the St Mark’s 
liberal-critical spirit.  As she says, she 
appreciates the way it doesn’t let you 
get too ‘comfortable’ but always 
ensures that questions are aired in a 
loving way.   

Gill has deep roots in Sheffield and 
its churches. She had family in 
Northumberland Road and has lived 
near Havelock Square, a stone’s 
throw from St. Mark’s.  She has 
spent much of her professional life 
here, as a social worker with the 
Local Authority and later as head of 
the Homefinding Unit, as well as 
being extensively involved with the 
public sector on a national basis, 
including sitting on the Mental Health 
Review Tribunal and the Care 
Standards Tribunal.   

Gill was introduced to Sandra at a 
Lent group at St John's, Ranmoor 
(where she served on the PCC).  

 

Gill and Ruari 
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They have been together now for 28 
years and celebrated their Civil 
Partnership in 2006.  Gill became 
involved at the Cathedral over twenty 
years ago through the then Cathedral 
Counselling service (Gill started her 
training as a counsellor at an evening 
course at the Tavistock Institute and 
completed it in Sheffield).  She 
served there as a guide, welcomer 
and steward and continues her 
commitment to the Cathedral Archer 
Project.   

Gill has been involved in work with 
children, having been Director of 
Family Care for the Diocese of 
Southwell and Nottingham, Social 
Work Consultant to the Voice of the 
Child in Care, and Safeguarding 
Adviser to the Sheffield Diocese.  
She’s also helped children to read in 
primary schools in Sheffield.  On a 
more personal level, she and Sandra 
are Honorary Grandmothers to three 
boys aged 9, 12 and 14 and enjoy 
holidays and fun with them all.   

She relates strongly to a distinction 
drawn by Bishop David Lunn: 
between ‘Tabernacle People’ – who 
have strong roots in a place and 
tradition – and ‘Tent People’ – who 
travel and explore.  She feels that 
she’s a bit of both, having worked 
with students in South Africa and 
been a passionate anti-apartheid 
campaigner.  ‘I won a speechmaking 
competition when I was 13 – my 
speech was against apartheid and 
drew heavily on Trevor Huddleston’s 
Naught for Your Comfort.’   

For her the term ‘Pastoral Care’ is 
wide-ranging, and she, Briony and 
Susan Whitmill have worked hard to 
include people involved in all kinds of 
projects in a process of mapping their 
work so that they get the support they 
need and nobody ‘falls through the 
net’ of care.  She is keen to pay 
tribute to the work of Briony and 
Susan in getting such a firm structure 
in place and feels that she’s been 
given a brilliant ‘inheritance’.   

In her spare time (where does she 
find any?) Gill belongs to a book club, 
travels widely and is the loving co-
carer of a magnificent rescue ginger 
tom, Ruari (she says she’s seen  
Cats four times).  She waxes quite 
evangelical on the subject of 
chamber music – she sits on the 
board of Music in the Round and is 
excited at their broad interpretation of 
the term, which takes in jazz, 
Beethoven, Bartok and beyond.  (Gill 
rose to the giddy heights of Second 
Violin at school and sang in her 
University choir.)  She also enjoys 
the occasional wine-tasting.   

One vivid memory is watching 
Melvyn Bragg’s interview with Dennis 
Potter shortly before his death – 
Potter sipped champagne throughout 
and talked about celebrating life to 
the end.  He described looking at his 
plum tree, alive with ‘the blossomest 
blossom’ and said that ‘the nowness 
of everything is absolutely wondrous’ 
– a phrase Gill has decided to adopt 
as her own motto.   

Frances Gray 
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OPERA ON LOCATION AND ST MARK'S 

A judge in fish-net tights… a jury of blow-up dolls… women fighting over a man 
and his money in a twilit garden.  Just another day in the life of St Mark’s as a 
venue, as a popular young company staged Offenbach’s Marriage by Lantern 
Light and Gilbert and Sullivan’s Trial by Jury on Saturday, 30 April.  We asked its 
founders to talk about their relationship with the building. 

Opera on Location, created after the 
success of the production A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream (Benjamin 
Britten) in August 2013, is a vibrant 
opera company based in Sheffield 
with one simple aim: to perform 
exciting opera in real locations!   

Kathryn Gasic and Gareth Lloyd, the 
company founders, produced and 
self-funded the production, which took 
place in the Winter Garden, as part of 
the A Boy Was Born festival hosted 
by the University of Sheffield.  After 
receiving critical acclaim for their sell-
out run of the Britten opera, they 
decided to create the company in 
order to repeat this successful 
approach to opera performance.   

‘We are passionate about opera, and 
are keen to share this passion with 
our audience.  Our 'on-location' 
performances are intimate – taking 
you right to the centre of the action by 
giving you a real sense of being inside 
the story.’   

Alongside our large scale 
productions, which take place each 
summer, we have begun staging a 
mini tour in the spring.  This tour tends 
to consist of a short, one-act opera, 
an opera gala concert or as in our 
most recent tour, a double bill of two 
bitesized operas.  For the past two 

years we have made St Mark's in 
Broomhill the Sheffield venue for the 
final leg of our tour and it is easy to 
say why.  Firstly, the people.  We 
know that when we call Anne in the 
office with the suggestion of a concert 
and a series of available dates 
(because we know our first choice will 
be taken by someone else!) that she 
will not only help us out by finding a 
date that works but she'll also offer 
other ways in which she can go out of 
her way to help, and for this we are 
always incredibly grateful.  And Anne 
is not alone in representing the huge 
community of friendly faces we see at 
St Mark's.  From Mark who helps to 
spread the word about the concerts to 
all the dedicated volunteers who help 
us run the event, everyone is 
incredibly helpful and kind and we are 
eternally thankful for this – it doesn't 
hurt that they throw us a compliment 
or two either!   

 

Their first show 
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But it's not just the people that keep 
us coming back to this wonderful 
church located in such a fantastic 
suburb of Sheffield but something 
else as well; its excellent reputation 
for music making.  From its own choir 
to the wonderful guests it hosts, 
everyone knows that a musical event 
at St Mark's will be of the highest 
calibre and we feel very privileged to 
be a part of that.   

Another reason we keep coming back 
is almost superficial – we like the way 
it looks!  Yes, on the surface 
aesthetics aren't important but 
actually I think performing in such a 
pristine and well kept space adds to 
the performance and can have an 
impact on the singers and then the 
audience, which makes the whole 
experience a bit crisper.  And 
speaking of the space, how can we 
not mention the glorious acoustic 
which St Mark's can offer?  Nothing 
helps our singers' voices soar out like 
the magnificent space in the church 
and even though we didn't build it, we 
love it when our singers compliment 
the church – and they all do!  We 
hope that we get to perform here 
numerous times in the future and that 
our partnership can continue to grow 
– but before we're back in Broomhill 
we'll be at the Abbeydale Picture 
House performing Puccini's Tosca.  
So come and check it out or visit 
www.operaonlocation.co.uk for more 
details.   

Gareth Lloyd 
 
 

The Time Keeper 

 
“Are you the keeper of the time?”   
I asked.   
She smiled, “Depends on what you  

mean”.   

“Oh – sorry. I thought you'd know.   
I mean time past, and future time,  
both present.”   

She smiled again, “Depends on  
where you are.   

Where are you?  Do you know?”   
She looked me in the eyes.   

A bit unnerved, I steadied myself.   
“On the world, some call it earth.   
What difference does it make?”   

“Well, speaking universally,  
you could be a long time away,  
and at the edge, you couldn't catch  

me up,  
present time would always be far  

beyond your reach , 
past time, the only time you could  

ever keep.”   

Roger Green 
 

 

http://www.operaonlocation.co.uk/
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FILM REVIEW: 

SPOTLIGHT, directed by Tom McCarthy 
 

This is a gripping film based on the 
true scandal of Roman Catholic 
priestly abuse in Boston.  It follows 
the ‘Spotlight’ investigative team of 
reporters on the Globe newspaper, 
who, following the revelation of one 
case of abuse in 2002, gradually and 
doggedly discover that 87 priests 
had been involved in cases of abuse 
over many previous years, but that 
the Catholic Church, in order to 
protect their image, with semi-
collusion from police, city authorities 
and lawyers had kept it out of public 
view by buying off victims.   

The trail is enthralling, showing the 
way evidence is amassed through 
extensive documentary research 
and interviews with often reluctant, 
but occasionally willing victims and 
witnesses.  Eventually, it was re-
vealed that senior Church officials 
knew of the abuse and that there 

was a system of priestly rotation and 
the use of a ‘therapy centre’ where 
abusers could be temporarily 
‘parked’ out of public sight to aid the 
cover-up.  Over time this abuse was 
shown to be worldwide, taking place 
in hundreds of cities, and even now 
12 years later the Vatican is still 
wrestling with how to prevent its 
recurrence.   

So it works well purely as ‘a good 
story’, but has many deeper re-
sonances.  It shows how wealth and 
power combine for their own 
protection with no concern for the 
suffering of the victims subjected to 
physical and emotional abuse.  This 
is a perpetual problem, perhaps 
increasingly so; we see a variant of it 
where the powerful in politics and 
corporations act to protect the 
wealthy at the cost of their 
customers and the poor.  It also 
resonates with the cruel and 
inhuman clerical celibacy re-
quirement of the Catholic Church 
that denies their clergy a normal 
married life, which is damaging to 
individuals and, indirectly, to their 
parishioners.  Witness the recent 
revelation of the long and at times 
tormented relationship between 
Pope John Paul II and Anna-Teresa 
Tymieniecka.  It’s always good to 
see a film that not only ‘entertains’ 
but also makes you think.   

Michael Miller 
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BOOK REVIEW: 

DEPARTING THE CONSUMER CULTURE 
 
An Other Kingdom: Departing the 
Consumer Culture by Peter 
Block, Walter Brueggeman and 
John McKnight Wiley, 2016  
(Copy in Library)   

‘Our task is to imagine a culture 
ordered differently.  Imagine the 
human benefit of an alternative to 
the market ideology that defines our 
culture.  We call this the Neighbourly 
Covenant because it enlivens and 
humanizes the social order’.   

This remarkable new book has been 
written by Brueggeman, a 
distinguished American authority on 
the Old Testament, and two 
community activists and thinkers, 
one of whom trained Barrack Obama 
in community organising.  It argues 
that Western humanity has taken a 
wrong turn in recent centuries 
towards a selfish individualism, 
concerned with maximising 
competition and economic growth, 
through the ‘free market’ at the 
expense of cooperation and 
neighbourliness.   

According to the authors, the free 
market is built on scarcity, limitless 
development and striving for 
perfection.  From a free market point 
of view,  

‘Death is simply a medical failing, 
correctable over time.  Human 
suffering is solvable by better 
and more services…  Promoting 

and ensuring progress is the 
priority.’   

Whereas the free market narrative 
marginalises the vulnerable, the 
Jewish law, the Torah, stresses the 
need to support ‘the widow, the 
orphan and the immigrant’ and offers 
provisions for welfare and release 
from debt in the Jubilee Year.   

The ‘Neighbourly Covenant’ rests on 
beliefs in Abundance, Mystery, 
Fallibility and the Common Good.  
‘Raw land does not have to be 
developed.  We have enough 
without more development.’  We 
need communal disciplines such as 
time, food and silence.  There needs 
to be space for a God conversation 
to hold up the mystery and silence 
that departing the consumer culture 
requires.   

This short book is written in a 
prophetic style.  It brooks no 
compromise.  Unlike the authors, I 
would see the complete 
displacement of the market economy 
as impractical, particularly if we are 
to feed a rapidly growing global 
population.  I would look for halfway 
houses – ways of moderating the 
market with large doses of 
neighbourliness, communal living – 
and state intervention.  But I would 
recommend this book.  It will make 
you think.   

David Price 
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The Trouble with Christianity: A Psychological Perspective by Richard 
Oxtoby, Christian Alternative Books, 
2016 

Richard Oxtoby’s aim is simple: to 
get rid of ‘dense and confusing 
speculations to be found in much 
Christian Theology’.  During 2,000 
years theologians have devised a 
web of doctrines.  Imposed essential 
belief in a fearsome almighty God, 
who killed his son to pay for the guilt 
for one’s sins under the threat of 
punishment, is an example of the 
characteristic techniques used by 
authoritarian organisations to control 
adherents.  Members are required to 
sign up to a set of beliefs, rules, 
prohibitions and punishments for 
infringement.  These controls are 
inconsistent, varying from 
organisation to organisation.  As a 
practising psychotherapist, the 
author draws on his experience of 
the damage that such authoritarian 
religion has done to the thinking and 
behaviour of some of his clients.   

In contrast, as Eric Fromm has 
pointed out, there is a radical 
alternative: Humanistic religion.  In a 
nutshell:  

‘The whole paraphernalia of 
theories about the existence of an 
omnipotent, omniscient, and 
omnipresent creator of the 
universe, heaven, and hell, and 
the virgin birth of his only son, 
whose death he decreed as a 
necessary atonement for the 
otherwise unforgivable sins of the 
human race he once pronounced 
to be ‘very good’ (Genesis 1:31) 
has hardly ever had any 
connection with my experience of 
life.’   

Having rejected dogmas and 
doctrines, humanistic religionists rely 
on the ethical teachings of Jesus.  If 
one’s capacity for wrongdoing is 
acknowledged, this leads to 
psychological maturity that makes 
understanding and experience of 
spiritual truths clearer.  Oxtoby 
claims that this process will result in 
‘better, kinder, more loving people’.  
His test is gauging people’s attitudes 
to five issues: parenting, 
contraception, homosexuality, 
euthanasia, and abortion.  The views 
of humanistics are unlike the 
attitudes of authoritarians to these 
matters.   

While many looking for a credible 
21st Century faith will agree with the 
ideas in this book, does the author’s 

BOOK REVIEW: 
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stark dualism really reflect the 
situation?  Surely in the real world 
there is a three-dimensional 
spectrum of beliefs and attitudes, but 
he presents only the extremes.  
Surely someone with authoritarian 
beliefs can be an activist for social 
justice – such as Archbishop Oscar 
Romero?  And one would not be 
surprised if some humanistics 
objected to abortion or euthanasia 
on grounds of conscience.   

Detailed neuropsychological 
explanations – ‘How concepts are 
formed’ – are understandably 
included; but, in fairness, the author 
suggests we can skip this section.  
There is an appendix of quotations 
that may be useful for contemplation 
and a list of suggestions for further 
reading.   

Robin Story

 

EXHIBITION: SHEFFIELD'S VOICES FOR EQUALITY 

Sheffield has a long and proud 
history of campaigning for equality, 
freedom, social justice and civil and 
human rights.  Over the centuries the 
city has been active in such causes 
as the abolition of the slave trade, the 
Chartists and women’s suffrage.  
Sheffield has welcomed and provided 
sanctuary for those fleeing from 
conflict and oppression.   

To celebrate this tradition Journey to 
Justice (J2J) has incorporated the 
City’s story within its civil and human 
rights exhibition.  Its aim is to make 
more people aware of the importance 
of civil and human rights, which many 
take for granted.  J2J hopes to 
encourage more people to join those 
struggling to extend and protect 

human rights and victims of injustice 
and oppression.  

The exhibition with free admission is 
open from Monday, 30 May to Friday, 
24 June 2016 each weekday from 
10.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. at the Art 
House, 8 Backfields, Sheffield S1 
4HJ. (behind St Matthew’s, Carver 
Street).  The Art House café is open 
during the exhibition.  Talks, films, 
drama, musical concerts, city tours, 
sporting events and workshops will 
illustrate the theme while the 
exhibition is on.   

If you are willing to help, contact 
bernie@vanishingpointcreative.com 

Robin Story 
http://journeytojustice.org.uk/projects/
voices-for-equality/ 

 

http://journeytojustice.org.uk/projects/voices-for-equality/
http://journeytojustice.org.uk/projects/voices-for-equality/
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CRC SEMINAR AND LIBRARY EVENING WITH ADRIAN ALKER 
 

Where are we now?  To whom do 
we belong?  Are we happy and 
fulfilled members of our Church or 
other organisation of which we are 
members?  What are the rules?  
Who writes the Credo?  Why do we 
stay?  Where are we heading?   

Are these the sort of questions 
being asked by congregations and 
clergy across the country as we 
read of a drastic drop in Church 
membership?   

Members who attended the CRC 
Library evening on 1 May were 
keen to tell others of their Faith 
journeys through the years and, 
with Adrian’s encouragement, 
recalled their early secret anxieties 
with regard to years of intellectual 
and spiritual emptiness.  The 
stories were similar as they voiced 
memories, still evident in many 
examples across Christendom, of 
structures hard to penetrate and 
questions discouraged.   

There was already a liberal/critical 
approach to matters of faith, 
Church authority and the liturgy, 
which Adrian was glad to foster 
when he came to St. Marks as 
Vicar in 1989.  Many of us were 
now pursuing our questioning and 
were confident that we could be a 
friendly, cohesive community whilst 
doing so – tolerant of others’ 
standpoints and open to new ideas 
ourselves.   

In order to understand ourselves 
and our development through 
years of Church membership we 
needed to examine our history as 
members of this worldwide 
organisation.  This was surely an 
organic one – changing, moving, 
growing and developing as it 
acknowledged the needs and 
aspirations of all.  Many of us were 
delighted when Adrian set up 
discussion groups within St Mark’s 
to enable assessment and growth.  
He invited speakers such as John 
Shelby Spong, Marcus Borg, 
Richard Holloway, our own much-
loved Ian Wallis and many other 
eminent speakers and practitioners 
to the newly established 
Conferences that were arranged 
for our enjoyment and self-
development.  These conferences 
became widely known and sought 
after.  They continue apace and we 
are thankful!   

We had started to consider the 
notion of ‘change’ from the current 
state of affairs in the Church of 
England.  We know and are 
thankful that, at last, women are 
being accepted into the ministry, 
but apart from this huge innovation 
we still need an intensive effort to 
examine honestly the structures of 
the Church – its aims and 
objectives and the part the laity is 
playing in the organisation.   
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We have used our CRC and PCN 
meetings to further our efforts and 
develop our ideas and have 
attempted to highlight the whole 
concept of movement and 
reshaping.  Before we found 
answers we asked searching 
questions of ourselves and others: 
What is Church for?   

We came to the conclusion that 
Church sustained us spiritually as 
well as physically and 
intellectually.  It could be, we said, 
a Power House for working 
towards a new society.   

In 2015, after Adrian left St. Mark’s 
and those vital twenty years of 
searching and learning, he 
published his book Is a Radical 
Church Possible? which is now 
demanding our full attention.  A 
reshaping indeed!  His book had 
captured the moment and will spur 
us on!   

Many readers will know that Adrian 
now chairs the Progressive 
Christian Network and takes a 
leading role in spreading news of 
our activities and has been 
instrumental in drawing up the 
Eight Points of belief for us to use 
or just contemplate.   

Those vital years under his 
guidance had raised our 
consciousness to the point where 
we were beginning to explore the 
possibilities of reassessing what 
we are about in the Church.  
Adrian, we see, was now 
determined and eager to share his 

vision with us and enable us to 
radically confront the issues that 
we were concerned about.   

As co-founder of the St Mark’s 
Centre for Radical Christianity in 
Sheffield he has achieved so much 
and has enabled the Church here 
at St. Mark’s to give ‘permission’ to 
the thinking Christian to question 
tradition, to concentrate on the 
teachings of Christ with regard to 
matters of social justice, the 
problems of poverty, violence and 
prejudice as well as concerns for 
the environment.  Above all we are 
mindful of the call to ‘love one 
another’.  While the Church caters 
for traditional Christianity and 
affirms the tenets of its teaching, it 
is also keen to affirm and 
acknowledge human diversity both 
within the Church and outside in 
the wider community.   

Our thanks to Adrian Alker for a 
stimulating evening, and to John 
Schofield for his splendid 
chairmanship.   

Hazel Elliott-Kemp 
 

 

Adrian 
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ISIS AND KURDISTAN 

A SYMAAG event at the Quaker Meeting House on 15 May 
 

There are many thousands of 
Kurdish refugees from Syria and 
Iraq, Turkey and Iran, trying to find 
safety in Europe.  Some of them 
have been fighting ISIS.   

Aylan Kurdi's family was amongst 
them. Instead of being hailed as 
defenders of human rights and 
granted asylum, refugees are left 
to drown, like Aylan, or deported 
back to countries like Turkey which 
oppress their Kurdish populations.  
This meeting, with BBC World 
reporter Jiyar Gol, recently 
returned from Turkey and Greece, 
and Politics Doctoral Candidate 
Zana Gulmohamad (former 
security adviser to Jalal Talebani, 
the previous president of Iraq) 
examined the growth of ISIS.  Dr 
Lisa Stampnitzky from the Politics 
Department moderated the 
discussion on Kurdish human 
rights and the creation of a further 
one million refugees.  We believe 
that the Kurdish group is on the 
front line of the fight with ISIS.   

It was really good to see some 
Kurdish people and some friends 
from church and students in the 
meeting, which numbered around 
60-65.   

What is especially galling for the 
Kurds is that this new clampdown 
on freedom of expression, 
combined with the renewed 

offensive against the PKK, comes 
in the wake of the Suruc massacre 
of young Kurds preparing to take 
part in a voluntary mission to aid 
the people of Kobane – the city 
that became a symbol of Kurdish 
resistance to Isis.  The massacre, 
carried out by an Isis-inspired 
suicide bomber, left many young 
people dead and hundreds more 
badly injured.  The Kurds blamed 
Turkey because of its well-
documented complicity in aiding 
Isis.  Since then, according to 
reports, hundreds have been killed 
and maimed by indiscriminate 
bombing, including many civilians.   

At the same time, the Turkish 
authorities, steered by an 
increasingly authoritarian President 
Erdogan, have begun attempts to 
lift political immunity from pro-
Kurdish HDP parliamentarians, 
which will pave the way for their 
prosecution and possible 
disqualification from standing for 
re-election in the event of the 
president calling a snap general 
election.  This is likely if coalition 
negotiations fail.   

The latest wave of censorship 
includes a temporary ban on 
Twitter, a platform used by nearly a 
third of the country’s population.  In 
total 96 sites have been blocked 
on the grounds that they are 
publishing ‘terrorist’ propaganda.  
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The vast majority of these are pro-
Kurdish or leftist political sites.   

This duplicity was mirrored in 
police raids and air strikes that 
took place the same week, 
ostensibly part of Turkey’s fight 
against Isis.  For those of us 
familiar with Turkey’s repressive 
and draconian anti-terrorism 
legislation, these acts come as 
little surprise.  Over the years we 
have campaigned for journalists 
imprisoned for speaking in support 
of Kurdish rights and for the 
reinstatement of media outlets 
after they were repeatedly banned 
or taken off the air.  One such 
campaign was for the Kurdish-
language broadcaster, Roj TV, 
which, although based in Denmark, 
was forced off the air after the 
Turkish government agreed to 
support former Danish PM Anders 
Fogh Rasmussen’s appointment as 
Nato secretary-general.   

We, the Kurdish people, are well 
aware that we are working under 
the suspicious gaze of an 
integrated surveillance system with 
global reach.  Our peaceful 
activities that advocate the 
inviolable rights of Kurdish people 
and a peaceful, negotiated 
resolution to the conflict are still 
seen as a threat.   

The UN wants to investigate 
allegations that security forces 
used massive and disproportionate 
force contributing to the 
destruction of communal 
infrastructure and private property, 

as well as mass displacement of 
locals.  United Nations human 
rights chief Zeid Raad al-Hussein 
noted reports of unarmed civilians 
being shot by snipers or from 
military vehicles in the course of 
security operations in Turkey’s 
Kurdish south-east, many districts 
of which remain largely sealed off, 
describing it as ‘both extraordinary 
and deeply worrying…  This 
blackout simply fuels suspicions 
about what has been going on.’   

New York-based Human Rights 
Watch accused Turkish border 
guards of shooting and beating 
Syrian asylum-seekers and at least 
one smuggler, alleging that five 
refugees, including a child, were 
killed and 14 others wounded in 
March and April.  It urged Ankara 
to reopen its border to refugees, 
accusing guards of having blocked 
thousands after their camps near 
the Turkish border were attacked 
on April 13 and 15.   

A Turkish Interior Ministry official 
denied the incidents cited by 
Human Rights Watch, insisting that 
his country, which has 2.7 million 
Syrian refugees on its soil, does 
not shoot at asylum-seekers. 

Manuchehr Maleki-Dizaji 
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Wednesday, 8 June – Sunday, 19 June 2016 
 

The countdown to the 42nd Broomhill 
Festival has begun.  It is such an 
important feature of Broomhill life, 
enabling local residents, traders, 
businesses, Churches and many 
others to express a wonderful 
community cohesion.  We are 
celebrating with our usual feast of 
events, including poetry, art, drama, 
music and comedy.   

The Festival opens on Wednesday, 8 
June and runs until Sunday, 19 June.  
Our opening concert on 8 June is by 
Semi Chorus and Kids’ Chorus of 
Chorus UK.  Old favourites return too 
– Schools’ Concert, Comedy Night, 
Open Gardens, History Walks and 
Lunchtime Concerts all feature 
alongside poetry, arts and theatrical 
events.   

The Broomhill Festival supports a 
number of charities – this year they 
are:  
 

 Bluebell Wood Children's 
Hospice, for children and young 
adults with life-shortening and life-
threatening conditions.   

 The Sick Children's Trust, 
providing homes where families 
can stay close to children who are 
seriously ill in hospital.  There are 
two houses in Sheffield close to 
Sheffield Children’s Hospital: 
Treetop House and Magnolia 
House.   

 PACT (Parents’ Association of 
Children with Tumours and 
Leukaemia), a support group for 
the families of young children with 
cancer.   

 Friends of The Botanical 
Gardens, Sheffield, supporting 
the Gardens and providing 
opportunities for gardeners of all 
abilities to meet, socialise and 
learn more about horticulture.   

These charities have been chosen 
predominantly for the amazing work 
they do for poorly children, so this 
year we have even more family 
events, competitions and craft 
activities for children.  We invite 
children to draw or paint their favourite 
animal or pet on a postcard, create a 
forest of craft flowers in St Mark’s 
church, or design and display 
scarecrows based on literary 
characters.   

The literary theme continues with 
poetry and drama events 
commemorating the 400th anniversary 
of Shakespeare’s death.  And, in 
addition to our Garden Party on 18 
June, we will be hosting a Tea Party 
on the Green to celebrate the 
Queen’s 90th birthday.   

There really is something for 
everyone this year, so please come 
along and support the events, have 
fun and raise money for our charities.   

 

Jane Padget 
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WHY IT IS IMPORTANT TO VOTE IN THE EU REFERENDUM 
 

The Referendum vote is 
not like an election vote 
for a particular party or 
candidate.  It’s not a 
party political issue and 
support for and against 
cuts across party lines.  
Unlike an election it is a 
decision that will have a 
major long lasting, 
indeed permanent, 
effect on the lives not 
only of ourselves, our 
children and our 
grandchildren, but also potentially 
on other EU countries and their 
citizens.  Thus it is vitally important 
that we each try to get past the 
often partial messages and 
information given out by some of the 
media and by campaigning 
personalities in order to best inform 
ourselves of the facts in preparation 
for our own individual decision.  
Well-informed voters are vital for 
true democracy.  How can we do 
this?   

Key points are to be aware of the 
range of opinion, to evaluate the 
quality and truthfulness of each 
source and whether it has a hidden 
agenda, and to seek out accurate 
and unbiased information.  So look 
at a range of newspapers and 
publications, do not be swayed by 
‘celebrity’ or ‘showman’ politicians’ 
pronouncements, talk to people of 
different views and attend local 
meetings (including the CTTB 

Perspectives on the EU 
Referendum  meeting at 
St Mark’s at 6pm on 
Sunday, 5 June).  Some 
of the media do try to 
provide accurate 
unbiased information 

and I would suggest the 
BBC website as a 
reputable source.  For 
example their EU 
referendum issues 
guide, ‘Explore the 
arguments’ at 

www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-eu-
referendum-36027205 sets out side 
by side pro and anti claims and 
arguments on a whole host of 
aspects including the cost of 
membership, immigration, policing 
and security, energy and 
environment, sovereignty and laws, 
trade and economy, and more.  Or 
try: 
www.bbc.co.uk/realitycheck (to 
check accuracy of claims) 
www.infacts.org (to check 
inaccuracies in the media), and: 
www.richardcorbett.org.uk/category/
mythbusters (about EU myths).   

So now it’s up to you to make your 
own informed decision and then to 
cast your vote on 23 June – and 
please encourage others to do so 
too.  Your vote really does count. 

Michael Miller 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-eu-referendum-36027205
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-eu-referendum-36027205
http://www.bbc.co.uk/realitycheck
http://www.infacts.org/
http://www.richardcorbett.org.uk/category/mythbusters
http://www.richardcorbett.org.uk/category/mythbusters
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‘GRAVITATIONAL WAVES FOR DUMMIES’ 

 

Big news on 11 Feb, 2016: 
‘Scientists have finally proven 
Einstein’s theory of general relativity 
by detecting gravitational waves.’ 
Exciting news indeed, but what are 
gravitational waves and how were 
they detected and why is this 
exciting?  

Newton’s Laws of Motion (so-called 
classical mechanics) have really 
stood the test of time. They are still 
used to explain the movement of 
everyday objects.  However, by 1900 
it had become clear that e.g. the 
theory of electromagnetism (due to 
James Maxwell) and classical 
mechanics were not consistent with 
each other.  Einstein’s theory of 
special relativity (1905) resolved this 
problem, but crucially did not include 
gravity.   

To remedy this Einstein proposed the 
theory of general relativity in 1916.  It 
explains how gravity works and 
makes a number of specific 
predictions.  In the theory of general 
relativity, gravity is caused by the 
‘warping of space-time’ by objects 
with a non-zero mass.  Any object will 
cause this warping, but the heavier 
an object is, the more pronounced 
the effect will be.  In this description, 
‘space-time’ is the combination of 
physical space with time.  Normally, 
we would treat ‘space’, i.e. our 
physical world, and time separately.  
However, in the theory of general 
relativity these two sets of variables 
are treated on an equal footing and 
simultaneously.   

So, how does one visualize the 
‘warping of space-time?’  The most 

 

Gravitational waves as two black holes merge 
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direct analogy would be to envisage 
space-time as a rubber sheet, held 
up by each of the corners.  If one 
now places a heavy object (e.g. a 
metal ball), on this rubber sheet, it will 
warp the sheet – create a dent where 
it will rest.  If one now rolls another 
ball over the sheet, it will initially roll 
straight ahead.  However, once it 
gets close to the stationary ball, its 
path will curve towards it.  Depending 
then on its speed, it will either shoot 
past or be caught in the well of the 
stationary ball and start orbiting it.  
Thus, the warping of space-time (i.e. 
our rubber sheet) has an effect on 
other objects moving through space-
time.  So, the theory predicts that 
light should be bent around a star by 
its gravitational pull (confirmed in 
1919 by Eddington and Dyson).  It 
also predicts that two (heavy) bodies 
approaching each other should lead 
to ripples in space-time, the so-called 
gravitational waves (like the ripples 
you would get in such a case in our 
rubber sheet), which can be 
considered the gravitational 
equivalent of electromagnetic 
radiation.  These waves propagate 
away from their origin at the speed of 
light and will cause a local warping of 
space-time as they propagate out 
(again, as happens in our rubber 
sheet).  In essence they will locally 
change the dimensions of objects as 
they pass by.   

Of course, this effect will be very 
small for most objects, which makes 
their detection very difficult.  
However, the detection reported 
earlier this year does make use of 

this effect.  The idea behind the 
detector is the following.  If I take a 
laser and point it at a special prism I 
can create 2 beams of light that 
move at 90 degrees with respect to 
each other (i.e. one going down a 
tube going north and the other down 
a tube going east).  Now both beams 
are reflected at a mirror at the end of 
their path.  Then, when they come 
back at the prism they will either 
amplify or dampen each other in a 
predictable manner.  So, if I set up 
my experiment in such a way that 
they actually cancel each other, the 
normal situation is that I get no signal 
back.  Then if my experiment is hit by 
a gravitational wave, it will lengthen 
one of the tubes relative to the other.  
This means that the cancellation of 
my two beams is no longer complete 
and a signal is created.  This is what 
was reported on 11 February.   

So, why is this exciting?  Well, we 
now know that Einstein was correct 
and that gravitational waves exist.  
This now in turn allows us to look at 
the Universe not only via 
conventional astronomy, which used 
electromagnetic radiation, but also 
using ‘gravitational astronomy’ using 
gravitational waves.  This should 
provide us with a completely different 
view of the Universe and will allow us 
to understand even better how it 
formed and how it is developing.  To 
take an analogy from our five senses, 
before we were just seeing the 
Universe, now we are also hearing it.   

Anthony J H M Meijer 
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CELEBRATING MARCUS BORG 
 

On Saturday, 14 May over 200 
people gathered at The Church at 
Carrs Lane in Birmingham to 
celebrate the life of Marcus Borg and 
hear a friend and colleague from the 
last ten years of his life, Diana Butler 
Bass, speaking to the title of her 
latest book, Grounded: Finding God 
in the World – a spiritual revolution.  
The day nearly didn’t happen, as 
Diana was suffering from a severe 
respiratory infection, which meant 
limiting her trip to this country to one 
engagement, disappointing people in 
Sheffield and Liverpool.  
Furthermore, Marianne Borg, 
originally accompanying her, was 
advised not to travel after a recent 
injury.  She more than made up for 
this through a video talking about 
Marcus and introducing Diana.   

There were many stories about 
Marcus, and movingly we ended 
with some prayers Diana had written 
for his funeral.  But the substance 
concerned Diana’s work on how 

people are discovering God not in 
the churches but in the world 
around.  We were given a take on 
American religious history – Diana is 
a respected Church historian – 
exploring how Protestantism in 
America has bifurcated into creedal 
literalists and liberal mainstream.  
She also presented research 
showing that, particularly since 9/11 
– a major tipping point for Americans 
– the number of people with no 
religious affiliation has shot up to 
around 25%  of the population (the 
‘nones’ who answer ‘none of the 
above’ to research questions about 
religion).   

However, in the same period the 
number of people saying they have 
had a mystical or spiritual 
experience has grown from less than 
20% to over half the population.  
Here  Diana picked up on an 
element in Borg’s writings: alongside 
his scholarship Marcus was deeply 
affected by his own mystical 
experiences and understanding of 
immanence, discussed in his last 
book (Convictions), and elsewhere, 
which in some sense sets him apart 
from other progressive Christian 
writers, offering an integrating depth 
to his theology and being.   

What, Diana asked, if this is the age, 
not of the ‘nones’, but of the new 
mystics?  She set out clearly the 
ground on which liberal/-
radical/progressive Christians will 

 

Marcus Borg 
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have to offer an apologetic, a word 
she unapologetically used.  She 
talked about a new 
transcendentalism where God is 
found in nature and neighbour, 
presence and personal 
engagement.  She noted how 
interest in the transcendent – a third 
ground between the mainstream 
and the creedal-fundamentalist 
groups – flourished in the 
nineteenth century but was lost in 
the twentieth.  The mainstream, 
which includes most of our fellow 
Anglicans in America, has become 
culturally isolated; but this new 
interest in mysticism and 
transcendentalism opens doors and 
connects with the river running 
underneath.   

There is a lot the Churches must 
lose in order to speak credibly into 
this situation.  For instance, modern 
cosmology means that we can no 
longer inhabit the universe the 
Church has mainly lived in.  We 
know we live in a universe 
expanding since the big bang, not 
an ‘up’ and ‘down’ arrangement with 
us as the middle layer.  In fact, the 
Church we have inherited, haunted 
by the bearded white man in the 
sky, ‘is absolutely incoherent with 
the universe as we know it’. For 
instance, our use of language, our 
liturgy and hymnody, are shot 
through with up and down 
vocabulary.  She suggested that the 
Church is often seen as an elevator, 
the clergy as holy elevator 
operatives.  She also used the 
experience of some Californian 

monks she knows who, when their 
mountain-top monastery was 
destroyed by fire, settled amongst 
people, as a modern-day parable.   

Her talks ended with a challenging 
slide:  

 

From a distant God of a vertical 
universe 
  toward an intimate God 
hovering at the horizon. 
 

Diana had talked about her surprise 
and delight at finding her book uses 
the same language about sacred 
ecology as Pope Francis in his 
encyclical on the environment.  I 
had similar amazement at this 
ending, as I have recently been 
exploring the concept of God as 
horizon; I often seem to relate to 
God as I do to the horizon – always 
there, an inescapable feature of 
living on earth, sometimes bounded, 
sometimes immense and breath-
taking.   

There was so much food for 
thought, and so much 
encouragement from an engaging 
lecturer.  The day was encouraging 
for another reason, as it marked the 
beginning of a new way of working 
together by four organisations 
sharing a similar liberal, radical or 
progressive agenda: St Mark’s 
CRC, PCN Britain, Modern Church 
and Free to Believe (a group within 
the URC).   

John Schofield
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This was sent to one of St Mark’s choir by a member of the Escafeld Chorale, and 
it seems to be doing the round of the choirs of Sheffield.  You will be able to spot 
some definite clues to the author’s identity lurking in the text. 

The four parts of the choir can be easily distinguished and here is how:   

SOPRANOS – are the ones who sing the highest, and because of 
this they think they rule the world.  They have longer hair, fancier 
jewellery, and swishier skirts than anyone else, and they consider 
themselves insulted if they are not allowed to go at least to a high F 
in every movement of any given piece.   

ALTOS – are the salt of the earth – in their opinion, at least.  Altos 
are unassuming people, who would wear jeans to concerts if they 
were allowed to.  Altos are in a unique position in the chorus in that 
they are unable to complain about having to sing either very high or 
very low.  They know that while the sopranos are screeching away 

on a high A, they are being forced to sing elaborate passages full of sharps and 
flats and tricks of rhythm, and nobody is noticing because the sopranos are 
singing too loud (and the basses usually are too).  Altos get a deep, secret 
pleasure out of conspiring together to tune the sopranos flat.  Altos have an innate 
distrust of tenors, because the tenors sing in almost the same range and think they 
sound better.   

TENORS – are spoiled.  That's all there is to it.  For one thing, there 
are never enough of them, and choir directors would rather sell their 
souls than let a halfway decent tenor quit.  And then, for some 
reason, the few tenors there are, are always really good – it's one of 
those annoying facts of life.  So it's no wonder that tenors always 

get swollen heads – after all, who else can make sopranos swoon?  It is a little-
known fact that tenors move their eyebrows more than anyone else while singing.   

BASSES – sing the lowest of anybody.  This basically explains 
everything.  They are stolid, dependable people, and have more 
facial hair than anybody else.  The basses feel perpetually 
unappreciated, but they have a deep conviction that they are 
actually the most important part (a view endorsed by musicologists, 

but certainly not by sopranos or tenors), despite the fact that they have the most 
boring part of anybody and often sing the same note (or in endless fifths) for an 
entire page.  They compensate for this by singing as loudly as they can get away 
with – most basses are tuba players at heart.  As for the sopranos, they are simply 
in an alternate universe which the basses don't understand at all.  They can't 
imagine why anybody would ever want to sing that high.  When a bass makes a 
mistake, the other three parts will cover him, and he can continue on his merry 
way, knowing that sometime, somehow, he will end up at the root of the chord.  

  

 

 

 

 

CHORAL MATTERS 
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Chloe Jenkins (baptised 1 May) with her parents, Sarah and Matt. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



26 

 

 
 

JUNE HIGHLIGHTS 
   

  5 Sun Second Sunday of Trinity   
    8.00am 

10.00am 
   
   
  6.00pm 
  8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist, with Crèche & Godly Play 
(Preacher: Revd. Sue Hammersley) 
EU Referendum Debate (Upper Room) 
Lions (lounge) 
Night Service: Holy Communion 

  8 Wed   7.00pm Semi-Chorus & Kids Chorus: Beatles Mania BF 
  9 Thur 12 noon 

 
  7.30pm 

Ploughman's and Lunchtime Concert:  
Joshua Stephens - BF 
Launch of Derek Collins' book 'Aftermath' - BF 

10 Fri   7.30pm Chorus UK - BF 
11 Sat 10.30am 

  7.30pm 
Drawing for Well Being with Kay Aitch - BF 
Bach Society: Merrie England - BF 
 

12 Sun Third Sunday of Trinity   
    8.00am 

10.00am 
 
  3.00pm 
  8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist, with Crèche & Godly Play 
(Preacher: Revd. Sue Hammersley) 
Queen's Tea Party - BF 
 Night Service: Celtic / Iona 

13 Mon 12 noon 
 
  6.30pm 

Ploughman's and Lunchtime Concert:  
Anne Padget - BF 
Schools' Concert - BF 

14 Tue 12 noon 
 
  7.30pm 

Ploughman's and Lunchtime Concert:  
Andy Booth - BF 
Hannah Woolmer concert - BF 

15 Wed 10.00am 
  7.00pm 

"Bodies" with Jan Ellen - BF 
"Macbeth" by High Storrs School - BF 

16 Thur   7.30pm Sarah Simpson's Story - BF 

17 Fri 10.00am 
12 noon 
 
  7.30pm 

Sketch Crawl with Kay Aitch - BF 
Ploughman's and Lunchtime Concert:  
Robin Ireland & Tom McMahon - BF 
Comedy Night with Sean Morley - BF 

18 Sat   2.00pm Garden Party! - BF 
 

19 Sun Fourth Sunday of Trinity   
    8.00am 

10.00am 
 
  6.00pm 
  8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
Festival Eucharist: with Crèche & Godly Play 
(Preacher: Revd. Shan Rush) 
Lions (lounge) 
Night Service: Taizé 
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26 Sun Fifth Sunday of Trinity   
    8.00am 

10.00am 
 
  8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist, with Crèche & Godly Play 
(Preacher: Revd. Michael Bayley) 
Night Service: Themed 

27 Mon   6.45pm CRC Council Meeting 
29 Wed   6.30pm CRC Seminar & Library Evening:  

Imogen Clout 
 

BF = A Broomhill Festival Event 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Messenger editorial team: Frances Gray, Carol Rowe, David 
Price, Dez Martin, John Bramley.  This issue was edited by 
Frances. 
 
The Editors welcome comments and suggestions, and invite 
contributions. Items should be submitted to the editor by 12th 

day of the month to be considered for the next edition.   
 
The next edition will be edited by David Price: 
davidprice2@googlemail.com 
 
When sending photographs for the Messenger, please 
ensure that they are in the JPG format, and preferably of a 
high resolution.  Many thanks.  
 
 

It should be noted that the Editors cannot guarantee to publish 
material and wish to point out that items included do not necessarily 
reflect their views or those of the Parochial Church Council. 

 

Concerts this month (not in the Broomhill Festival) 
 
    23rd June: Organ Recital with Richard Longman 8.00pm 

Weekday Worship: 
 
Monday 9.00am: Holy Communion 
Tuesday 5.00pm: Evening Prayer 
Wednesday 8.00am: Holy Communion 
Thursday 10.30am: Holy Communion 
Friday 5.00pm: Evening Prayer 
 



 

28 

 

Vicar     Revd Sue Hammersley   266 0260 
sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Associate Vicar 
Revd Sarah Colver 
 

 
268 5716 
 

Pastoral Care Coordinator 
Gill MacGregor 

 
266 1079 

Assistant Priest 
Revd Shan Rush 
 

 
07598156817 

 
Lunch Club 
Briony Tayler 

 
 
235 0174 

Lay Reader 
Anne Padget 
 

 
07736 527777 

Rosalind Rogerson 
 
Godly Play (up to Y6) 

268 1426 
 
266 3023 

Chaplain to Night Service 

Revd Liz Anson 
 

 
229 5478 

Sarah Armstrong 
 
Lions (Y7 and above) 

 
 
 

Children’s Outreach 
Worker 
Revd Tim Gregory 
 

 
288 4198 

Alice Newitt 
 
Safeguarding Children Officer 
Jane Keeling 

230 4586 
 
07708 098499 

Honorary Staff 
Revd Dr. Michael Bayley 
Revd Peter Fisher 

 
258 5248 
327 4718 

 
Safeguarding  Adults Officer 
Vacant 

 
 
 

Revd Dr. Mark Newitt 
Revd Canon Michael Page 
Revd John Wood 

230 4586 
266 3798 
266 5173 

 
Domestic Abuse Officer 
Helen Gregory 

 
 
288 4198 

 
Director of Music 
Mark McCombs 
 

 
music@stmarkssheffield. 

co.uk 

 
Sacristan 
David Armstrong 
 

 
 
 266 3023 

Churchwardens 
Philip Booth 
Sarah Moore 
 

 
255 0634 
233 1912 

Library Team 
Maureen Bownas 
Pauline Miller 
 

 
230 2757 
258 3678    

Caretaker 
Tim Moore 
 

 
233 1912 

Committees/ Chair: 
 
International 
Vacant 

 

Treasurer 
David Ryder  
 

 
230 3242 

 
Faith & Justice 
Vacant 

 

Assistant Treasurer 
Judith Pitchforth 
 

 
230 7685 

 
Finance & Fabric 
Briony Tayler 

 
 
235 0174 

PCC Secretary 
Kim Willis  
 

 
258 3976 

 
Home Donations 
Vacant 

 
 

Transport Coordinator 
Briony Tayler 
 

 
235 0174 
 

 
CTBB Worker with Older People 
Claire Brooks 

 
ctbb546@ 
btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vicar normally has Tuesday off parish duties. 
The Associate Vicar normally has Friday off parish duties. 

The Assistant Priest normally has Saturday off parish duties. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN DAILY 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY FROM 9.00 AM TO 1.00 PM 

Church Administrator: Anne Padget 
TEL. 0114 266 3613 & 07736 527777 

Email: office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

Visit us on www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

WHO’S WHO 

mailto:sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
mailto:office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
http://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/

