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COMMUNITY BETWEEN CRISIS AND CELEBRATION... 
 

This edition of the Mark’s Messenger is 
hot on the heels of the Broomhill 
Festival with another magnificent array 
of events, catering for different ages 
and tastes, with music and comedy, art 
and discussion.  As always it offered 
opportunities for people to gather 
together, to meet different people, to 
enjoy known pleasures and discover 
something new. 

As you are reading this the Festival will 
be behind us but as I am writing, it is 
the eve of the Garden Party and the 
day after news of the violent killing of 
Jo Cox MP.  Like many, I feel slightly 
shell-shocked.  I didn’t know Jo Cox, 
she wasn’t my MP, but it affects me, 
personally, because it reflects the 
society in which I live, the kind of 
community I am part of. 

It comes in the wake of another act of 
violence which hit the headlines: the 
shooting in a gay nightclub in Orlando.  
People in the LGBT+ community are 
understandably shaken.  One person 
commented in his blog,  

To be reminded that we still have 
to be scared is crippling. 

We live in a society which seems to be 
driven by fear – it sells more 
newspapers and insurance policies, 
after all.   

Fear encourages us to remain isolated 
in the comfort of our own views, ways 
and attitudes. But community is all 
about how we live together, in ways 
that enhance one another’s lives. 

One of the most valuable things about 
a church community is that we gather 
together people who wouldn’t ordinarily 
have anything to do with one another.  
It’s easy for us to make the assumption 
that everyone here has the same 
views, that we all read the same 
newspaper or vote the same way.  
That isn’t true and surely it shouldn’t be 
true.  There are fewer and fewer places 
we can go where people of all ages 
and perspectives can meet together 
and talk intelligently (and passionately) 
about the things that matter most to us.   

If we care about diversity and inclusivity 
then we have to be open to those with 
whom we profoundly disagree.  And 
yet we also have to be brave enough to 
acknowledge and challenge prejudice 
and exclusion where they exist, be it in 
the wider church, our own parish, or 
within ourselves.   

This is a difficult and costly process, 
asking us to reflect on who we are, as 
individuals and as a community and 
who we want to be.  It is a call to 
transformation. 

As I sit betwixt and between a time of 
celebration and a time of mourning it 
has made me reflect on my priestly 
ministry.  I can be visiting a family in 
grief on the same day as meeting a 
couple preparing for their marriage.  I 
can be holding a space for someone 
who feels that the church has betrayed 
their trust at the same time as 
accompanying someone on their 
deepening vocational journey. 
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As a community we minister to one 
another in joy and sorrow.  But there is 
still so much more that we can do.  
How well do we know the people we sit 
nearby in church?  Would we notice if 
someone hasn’t come for a few 
weeks?  When nobody seems to 
notice that we’re missing it can make 
us wonder what it means to belong.  If 
we are made a fuss of as a visitor, but 
are then ignored because people don’t 
know what to say next, we can feel as 
though the welcome wasn’t genuine. 

Violence and social exclusion 
challenge us to do more to build up 
community.   

A church community reminds us to 
look for the divine in everyone, 
someone in desperate need and 
someone who is helping us out.  Jesus 
saw people and loved them.  He 
touched them and they discovered new 
ways of being whole.  But we are never 
complete in ourselves.  We need one 
another and we need those who are 
not like us to help us understand more 
fully. 

On Sep 1 we will be welcoming a 
Lutheran Pastor to St Mark’s and with 
her an audience of people who have 
been touched by her message of 
inclusivity.  Nadia Bolz-Weber is an 
unlikely-looking pastor but she 
communicates something profound 
about God’s love for all.  She makes 
the church look different simply by 
being part of it. 

Jo Cox spoke out against policies of 
social exclusion and she campaigned 
for our country to be more welcoming 

of refugees.  Being inclusive is costly 
but ultimately it is life affirming. 

Sue Hammersley, Vicar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nadia Bolz-Weber 

 

Matthew Jennings  

Matthew’s funeral on 20 May in a 
crowded church was a very moving 
occasion.  We miss Matthew’s 
presence at the back of the church 
and his deep appreciation of church 
music.  He was an honorary life 
member of the Sheffield and District 
Organists and Choirmasters 
Association) and an article by him 
about the City Hall organ appeared in 
the Organist’s Review just days after 
his death. 
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ROY AND BERYL BARRY MOVE TO GUISELEY 
 

When St George’s 
Church, Portobello, 
closed early in 
1978, Roy and 
Beryl Barry joined 
St Mark’s and they 
have been faithful 
members of our 
church ever since.  
But in July they will 
move to Guiseley 
to be near their 
son, David and his family.  I visited 
them in Bradway for an enjoyable 
hour of reminiscences about their 38 
years at St Mark’s.   

In their early days at St Mark’s, Roy 
and Beryl lived in Beech Hill Road.  
Their four sons joined in children’s 
and young people’s activities, while 
Roy quickly became Chair of the 
Overseas Committee.  Professionally, 
Beryl was a teacher at Nether Green 
Junior School, while Roy was a 
lecturer in physiology at the 
University.   

But Roy had wider interests, having 
been national Chair of the World 
Development Movement (formerly the 
Sheffield World Poverty Action 
Group). So in 1984 he took early 
retirement and became Organiser for 
Christian Aid in Sheffield and nearby 
areas – for which he received the 
MBE. He visited churches to promote 
engagement in Christian Aid and 
helped to organise the May Day Trek 
and house-to-house collections and to 
revive the carols at Christmas in 
Fargate.   

Both Roy and Beryl 
served at various 
times on the PCC, 
where among other 
things they spoke out 
for maintaining the 
level of St Mark’s 
international giving.  
Roy gave Christian 
Aid a high profile at St 
Mark’s with his stirring 
appeals to the 

congregation.  He promoted petitions 
on global issues.  Roy says: ‘Giving 
money is not enough: you have to 
take a political approach.’   

Beryl was very active in the new 
Lunch Club, launched in 1992, and in 
many other pastoral activities.  Both 
were mainstays of the International 
Fellowship’s monthly sociable meals 
on Friday evenings, encouraging 
friendship between people of many 
nationalities.   

Roy and Beryl played a major role in 
establishing in 1984 the Development 
Education Centre South Yorkshire 
(DECSY), which works with teachers 
and others involved in education to 
promote a global perspective in the 
curriculum. They find it most 
heartening that, in these days of 
austerity, this valuable organisation is 
still going strong with four staff 
members.   

We shall miss Beryl and Roy.  They 
helped to make St Mark’s global in its 
outlook and compassionate in its 
actions.   

David Price 
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WHY IS RELIGION DECLINING IN THE UK? 
 

On 21 May, the Guardian reported 
as follows in a front page article by 
Andrew Brown:  

The proportion of the population who 
identify as having no religion – 
referred to as “nones” – reached 
48.5% in 2014, almost double the 
figure of 25% in the 2011 census.  
Those who define themselves as 
Christian – Anglicans, Catholics and 
other denominations – made up 
43.8% of the population.   

Our former Vicar, Adrian Alker, who 
is now Chair of the Progressive 
Christianity Network (PCN), 
responded with the letter below 
which appeared in the Guardian on 
28 May.  A critical letter later 
appeared suggesting that Adrian 
was rejecting doctrines like the 
resurrection of Christ which were 
foundational for Christianity.  Adrian 
points out that his letter rejected only 
the notion of physical resurrection.  
The doctrine of resurrection and 
what we mean by it has been 
debated since Paul's letters.  Letters 
from Messenger readers on these 
issues would be welcome.   

Letter to the Guardian, Saturday, 
28 May 2016: 

“The latest analysis showing the 
rising number of those who claim to 
have no religion should come as little 
surprise to the historic 
denominations of the UK, where 
overall congregations have been 
ageing and declining for decades.  

Sadly leaders such as the 
Archbishop of Canterbury respond in 
the stock way of evangelicals – a call 
for prayer for the evangelisation of 
the country, without any deeper 
attempts by the church hierarchy to 
understand why people are turned 
off so much organised religion.   

Surveys also show that an 
increasing number of people 
describe themselves as “spiritual but 
not religious”, indicating a desire to 
explore matters of spirituality, of the 
purpose and meaning of human life.  
The church all too often rushes in 
with pre-packaged doctrinal answers 
and, strangely enough, fails to 
engage in any serious discourse 
about the notion, possibility, and 
indeed experience of, that which is 
called “God”.   

Surveys do not reveal the admiration 
that many people have for the good 
work that churches do for others.  
The humanitarian ethics of Jesus still 
resonate deeply.  But we need to 
rescue Jesus from the unbelievable 
doctrinal framework in which he has 
been housed and learn again how 
this man for others can be re-
presented by the churches.  
Concepts of heaven and hell, of 
ascension, of virgin birth, of physical 
resurrection make for a good 
medieval mystery play but we have 
grown up and want our God-talk and 
our Christianity to contain at least 
the possibility of belief.   

Rev Adrian Alker” 
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SOME ECUMENICAL THOUGHTS ON BECOMING CHAIR/ 
FACILITATOR OF ST MARK’S FAITH AND JUSTICE GROUP 

 

It is with humility and diffidence that 
I take on this challenge.  Following 
in the footsteps of the Revd Robert 
Beard merits no less.  His erudition, 
theological depth and sense of 
humour have been an inspiration 
and he will be a hard act to follow.   

As some readers will know, my wife 
Carole is Anglican and I am a 
Roman Catholic.  We come to St 
Mark’s because we find its friendly 
atmosphere and its brand of 
Anglicanism so congenial.  Taking 
on this new role at St Mark’s has 
made me think of a book from the 
1980s called Better Together: 
Christian Partnership in a Hurt City, 
by David Sheppard, former 
Anglican Bishop of Liverpool, and 
Derek Worlock, former Roman 

Catholic Archbishop of Liverpool.  I 
was impressed at how much they 
found they had in common, not 
least whilst jointly working on an 
ambitious faith and justice agenda 
for the city they both cared deeply 
about.  When engaging with issues 
such as racism, the consequences 
of unemployment, poor housing 
and other aspects of social 
deprivation, their ecumenical 
approach was a strength, not a 
weakness.  And, in my own 
professional life spent in the field of 
Employee Relations, primarily in 
the NHS, I have seen the fruits of 
similar convergence of purpose, 
between those whose relationships 
have often traditionally been 
adversarial.   

After the election of the first Blair 
government in 1997, ‘New 
Unionism’, as it was then 
described, emerged as a 
movement advocating a new 
approach to employee relations in 
the UK that came to be known as 
‘partnership working’, ie an 
approach to employee relations 
built on shared commitment 
between the organisation and the 
people who work there, and hence 
between management and trade 
union representatives.  In the NHS, 
these were premised on placing the 
patient at the centre of all that we 
did.  By designing working 
practices and staff reward around 
this, we were able to focus our 
efforts more effectively on the 

 

Joe Forde 
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needs of the patients.  Of course, 
partnership working still left areas 
of disagreement (indeed necessary 
disagreement) between 
management and trade unions that 
had to be respected by both; but it 
did mean that these were not 
impediments to a more effective 
and creative approach to handling 
the things that we did agree on.  
This made my working life a lot 
more rewarding as a result.   

In some ways, but by no means all, 
the social challenges that David 
Sheppard and Derek Worlock 
engaged with in Liverpool in the 
1980s, and those that Sheffield 
currently faces, are similar: 
inadequate housing provision, 
homelessness, social isolation and 
its effects on mental health, 
unemployment and its 
consequences, racism, drug abuse, 
poverty, crime and its causes, to 
name but a few.  And it is pleasing 
to see that their ecumenical 
example is also evident in 
organisations like Church Action on 
Poverty, with an active branch in 
Sheffield that embodies a multi-
denominational committee, and an 
approach to poverty alleviation that 
combines advocacy with practical 
interventions.  Both our Faith and 
Justice Secretary, David Price, and 
I are members of that committee, 
so I hope we can strengthen the 
points of common purpose between 
the two as we move forward.   

Our Faith and Justice Group also 
includes an environmental remit.  In 
a sermon preached at St Mark’s by 
the Revd Dr Michael Bayley on this 

topic in 2015, he rightly described 
the recent encyclical on the 
environment by Pope Francis, 
Laudato Si’: care for our common 
home, as ‘magnificent’.  This was 
consistent with the favourable 
response it has received across the 
Christian community.  It thus 
affords an opportunity for 
unprecedented ecumenical 
engagement which I believe our 
Group should reflect in its 
approach.   

Asylum and migration practices 
have also been a focus for the 
Group, and will no doubt continue 
to be high on its priorities, given the 
extent of the challenges stemming 
from the civil war in Syria.  Support 
for the work being undertaken by 
the broad-based South Yorkshire 
Migration and Asylum Action Group 
shall therefore continue and 
hopefully be further strengthened.   

All of this will feature in the new 
Facebook page for the Group, to be 
administered by myself.  The 
content and membership of the 
current Poverty Social Action 
Group Facebook page will be 
transferred into this new page.   

I shall conclude with words written 
that describe David Sheppard’s 
evangelical perspective on these 
matters: ‘The Gospel is both about 
changing people from inside out 
and changing the course of events 
to set people free.’ 

Joe Forde 
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ON BEING WELCOMED 
 

In this picture I’m holding Annabelle, 
our latest granddaughter.  She’s 
nearly a year old now; her smile 
mirrors that of her father Patrick 
who is taking the photo.  The smiles 
of all the adults around her are an 
expression of the same message: 
‘You are treasured and welcome.’  
Such smiles are important as they 
help us to develop a sense of self-
worth and belonging.   

As new arrivals to St Mark’s, Sarah, 
Aran and I have received many 
welcoming smiles.  Even before we 
got here, messages were sent to 
Sarah saying how glad, excited 
even, people were that she was 
coming.  We have all appreciated 
this greatly and look forward to 
becoming more fully part of the 
community.   

Perhaps our experience of welcome 
echoes the arrival of a newborn like 
Annabelle.  Any new arrival(s) in 
becoming part of an established 
group, be it a family or a 
congregation, can encounter 
several powerful realities.  Here are 
just three: the expectations and 
hopes people have of them; the 
shared family language that needs 
to be learnt; and lastly the existing 
family dynamics which can be either 
nurturing or hindering of growth and 
wellbeing.   

In our case, the expectations and 
hopes which, I suspect, could be 
rather terrifying, will be mostly of 
Sarah.  With newborns the 
expectations we place on them may 
or may not be fulfilled as time goes 
on.  We can only provide a nurturing 
environment for them to realise their 
potential and share their treasures 
with us.  Perhaps the same is true 
when welcoming any new arrivals 
into our church community, not just 
new clergy.  As a male clergy-
spouse, there are probably fewer 
specific expectations placed upon 
me.  I have the freedom to just ‘be’ 
for a while. The ‘doing’ can occur 
when appropriate. 

Secondly, each group or family has 
its shared language: some words 
are often used and full of history 
and meaning, other words are 
seldom spoken, whilst others must 
not be spoken at all.  This all goes 
towards communicating the values 
of the family and delineating its 
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taboos.  I wonder if, and how, this 
may be so at St Mark’s?   

Lastly, we all know that dynamics 
within groups, within and between 
individuals are very complex.  Each 
of us sees, but doesn’t see the 
other.  Each of us loves, each of us 
fears.  Each of us has a history that 
we may constantly repeat or try to 
resolve.  For me the great thing that 
we as individuals and as a 
community can aim at is to open 
ourselves to the dynamics of a 
relational God.  Between the 
Persons of the Trinity, no barriers 
are erected, no loving gaze is 
turned away, no communication 
stopped.  As someone who 
appreciates the contemplative path, 
I know that it is possible to share in 
something of that flowing dynamic, 
to welcome it and find ourselves 
welcomed.   

Stephen Colver 

 
 

TAIZÉ IN SHEFFIELD 

The monthly Taizé prayer at St 
Mark’s is going from strength to 
strength.  We now have up to 
50 people coming along 
including Catholics, Anglicans, 
Quakers and agnostics from 
across Sheffield.  While the 
focus remains on the regular 
prayer at St Mark’s, we are 
now organising Taizé prayers 
at Sheffield Cathedral on 
Church Street from time to time 
– the next one is on Tuesday, 
21 June at 7:30pm.   

TAIZÉ continued: 

The Taizé community is an 
ecumenical monastic order of 
over one hundred brothers 
based in a village in south-east 
France.  More than 100,000 
young people make a 
pilgrimage to Taizé each year 
to share in worship, Bible study 
and community life.  Three 
times each day everything 
stops on the hill of Taizé as the 
bells call everyone to the 
church for prayer.  Hundreds, 
sometimes thousands of young 
adults from many different 
countries across the world pray 
and sing with the brothers of 
the community.   

Short songs sung over and 
over again, in a few words, 
express a basic reality, quickly 
grasped by the mind.  Then the 
Bible is read in several 
languages.  At the centre of 
every prayer service, a long 
moment of silence offers an 
irreplaceable opportunity to 
encounter God.   

If you’ve not been before, I’d 
invite you to come along to 
experience a Taizé prayer.  It’s 
part of the night service at St 
Mark’s and is on the third 
Sunday of every month at 8pm. 
The next one is on Sunday, 17 
July.  To find out more, search 
‘Taizé in Sheffield’ on 
Facebook.   

Mark Ansell 
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ECO-CONGREGATION AWARD UPDATE 
 

In October 2015 St Mark’s was assessed 
for its third Eco-Congregation award by 
David Hughes and John de Carteret 
(representing A Rocha, the organisation 
which manages the scheme).  They were 
impressed and we have been granted a 
further award.  While we wait for the visible 
sign – a new wooden plaque – to be 
manufactured, below are some examples of 
what they said.   

The positives:  

 We were impressed that the strongly 
creation care oriented order of service 
used for our visit was in use for the 
whole season reflecting the fact that 
creation care is in the DNA of St Mark’s.   

 The investment in a large visible solar array on a Grade 2 listed building 
in a conservation area shows what can be done if the will is there.  This 
is a visible reminder to the surrounding community that St Mark’s cares 
about the environment.   

 Hope for the Future is a major initiative depending on a couple of 
individuals who are greatly encouraged by the support of the wider 
church.  It is through HftF that St Mark’s is doing most to reach beyond 
its congregation and local community to make a big difference.   

 We were impressed that around 20 people turned up for the meeting 
with the assessors which further demonstrates strength in depth.   

The suggestions:  

 We felt it would be beneficial to create more of a sense of a team 
working together… It should be possible to create some sense of 
supportive virtual team to share ideas and coordinate activity perhaps 
supplemented by a bi-annual meeting.   

 (On the green) Litter bins, appropriately labelled, to discourage food 
wastage and encourage recycling would serve two purposes.   

 A programme to understand the thermal losses in the church would be 
helpful in deciding future action.  Simple steps like going round with a 
candle or incense stick to detect draughts or using a more high tech 
thermal imaging service would be cost effective.   

 

A nesting box introduced since 
the inspection but illustrating St 

Mark's values. 
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 It’s not an exact science but it would be good to see more prominent 
display of the church’s carbon footprint and how it is changing in 
response to the measures St Mark’s are taking. 

I hope that by the time the plaque arrives we shall have developed a 
comprehensive action plan.  Contributions gratefully considered!   

Rick Hughes 

 

 
HOPE FOR THE FUTURE: AN UPDATE AND AN APPEAL 

 

When we started the Hope for the Future climate campaign in August, 2013 
we had only anticipated that the campaign would run until the general election 
of May, 2015.  However the campaign has developed in a way that we never 
expected and the issues that we are addressing and the way we are 
addressing them seem more important than ever.   

A number of decisions made by the present government have been very 
disappointing and it is hard to see their logic but that is what we have to 
grapple with.  It has become increasingly clear that climate change has 
become politically a left/right issue in a way it was not when the 2008 Climate 
Change Act was passed with cross-party support.  Only 3 MPs voted against 
it.   

This raises an important issue about how to campaign effectively if we want to 
persuade politicians in general and the government in particular to respond 
positively to the challenge of climate change.  Our approach in Hope for the 
Future now is to concentrate on how we can build common ground, especially 
with Conservative MPs.  We quite consciously try to avoid unproductive 
confrontation.  It is based on our common humanity not on ideological flag-
waving.   

 
 

….continued overpage 
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We believe we have an approach to approaching our MPs which is more 
effective than the methods often used.  We have just been given a grant of 
£15,000 over 18 months by USPG.  This will cover our core costs for that 
period.  However there are two areas that would make a big difference.  We 
have two part time undergraduate student helpers, Laura D’Henin and Sarah 
Robinson, both of whom are able, committed and becoming very effective 
workers in their own right.  £35 would cover one of them for a week.   

George Marshall, founder of Climate Outreach, Europe's leading 
communication specialists in climate change, has offered to help us at a 
reduced rate of £500 a day.  To have two days of advice from someone of his 
standing could make a very big difference.   

If you feel able to help, as some people have done already, you can send your 
contribution direct to David Ryder, the St Mark's Treasurer, who has 
generously been looking after our money for us.  Please specify clearly that 
the money is for Hope for the Future and please also let us know of your 
donation by emailing hopeftf@gmail.com   

Also if you have a connection with a church which might be prepared to work 
with us as we have described above let us know.  Such is the current 
disenchantment with politicians that it is proving hard to make these links.  Any 
help on this could make a vital contribution to the campaign.  Please get in 
touch with Jo by ringing 07771364384 or e-mail jo.hopeftf@gmail.com   

Michael Bayley 
 and Jo Musker-Sherwood 

 

 
 

 

 
MESSENGER TEAM VACANCY 

 
This issue of the Messenger will be the 54th that has been set out and 
arranged for printing by John Bramley.  He would like to hand over the job to a 
“computer-savvy” member of the congregation.  Hitherto the layout has been 
produced using Word in Microsoft Office 2010, but a new member of the team 
would be welcome to use whatever publishing software they were familiar 
with.   

The other members of the Messenger team commission, edit, proof-read and 
format the articles submitted. They thus provide the exciting challenge of fitting 
the text and illustrations neatly into the pages of the magazine. Please contact 
John if you are interested. 
 

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE continued….. 

mailto:hopeftf@gmail.com
mailto:e-mail%20jo.hopeftf@gmail.com
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THE LONG SHADOW OF 1916 
 

This was the title of a university 
lecture given on 19 May by 
Professor David Reynolds of 
Cambridge, a historian who is well 
known on TV and is my second 
cousin.   

Reynolds described the first day of 
the Battle of the Somme just 100 
years ago.  There had been a 
gigantic artillery barrage and officers 
assured their men that they would 
meet no resistance.  But the 
German machine-gunners were still 
there.  The result was the men went 
over the top to a terrible death toll, 
not least for the Sheffield ‘Pals’ or 
Hallamshire battalion of the York 
and Lancaster Regiment.  When we 
did research on the St Mark’s’ 
Memorial Plaque for the First World 
War, we found that 7 of the 43 men 
whose names are on the plaque 
had die on 1st or 2nd July 1916 at the 
Somme.   

Reynolds pointed out that the Battle 
of the Somme lasted for 140 days 
and achieved an advance of just 6 
miles at the expense of 420,000 
British casualties (including 
wounded).  There were also 
200,000 French casualties and 
around 500,000 German casualties.  
The national press hushed up the 
disaster, but the public was fully 
aware of it from local newspapers in 
places like Sheffield about a week 
after the battle. They recorded page 
after page of deaths.   

Reynolds argued that our 
perceptions of the First World War 
are excessively dominated by 
images of trench warfare and by 
what he called ‘poets’ corner’ – 
particularly the writings of Sassoon 
and Wilfred Owen.  He thought that 
we should give more attention to the 
‘revolutionary implications’ of the 
war – how it led to the collapse of 
empires, how it helped women to 
get the vote, how the Easter Rising 
led to Irish independence, how 
British and French wartime action in 
the Middle East sowed the seeds of 
problems which are still causing 
strife, and so on.   

Some in the audience disagreed 
and felt that there was value in 
focusing on the horror of the war.  
Others pointed out that generals did 
learn from the Somme, which 
Reynolds said was a very expensive 
lesson.   

David Price 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Going over the top 
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AT THE GARDEN PARTY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Arrival of the procession 

 

Fire eater in conversation 
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AT THE GARDEN PARTY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Shakespeare on the Green: To mark the 400th anniversary of his death, Frances Gray 
organised readings by members of St Mark’s 

 

 

Wendy Maas and Philip Booth as 
Beatrice and Benedict in Much 

Ado about Nothing 
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AT THE GARDEN PARTY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cakes and……… 

 

………Ale 
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AT THE GARDEN PARTY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Books and…. 

 

….more books 

 

Tea? Coffee? 



18 

 

AT THE (ALL AGE) GARDEN PARTY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The organisers deserved a drink! 

 

Cakes inside too! 
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INSPIRATION FROM THE EVERYDAY WORLD 
 

This year the Broomhill Festival invited 
Kay Aitch to put on an exhibition in St 
Mark’s during the Festival.  Many 
people in the congregation will know 
Kay and will have appreciated her 
work from the nativity figures which 
are lovingly brought out each year to 
the dramatic crown of thorns which 
has hung in the narthex on Easter 
Day.   

Kay has been drawing and painting all 
her life but became a full-time artist in 
2009.  She says she takes her 
inspiration from observing everyday 
life and the world around her.  She 
smiles and says, ‘It’s much cheaper 
than going to Italy!’  Kay sees patterns 
and landscapes in things which many 
people would miss – being too 
focused on the rush of life to take time 
to really see what is around them.  Kay 
always carries a camera and sketch 
book with her.  Any images she takes 
she will work on further on the 
computer so they more accurately 
represent what she was feeling and 
seeing.   

An example of this process is the 
series of digital prints she created for 
the Bus Stop Project.  This work 
emerged from catching the number 51 

bus once a week for over a year.  She 
says that the bus was highly unreliable 
and she would often be standing 
waiting for a long time and began to 
look more closely at the things around 
her.  The Perspex roof of the bus 
shelter was overhung with trees and 
had collected debris which created 
patterns and magical landscapes in 
different light conditions, and colours 
at different times of the year.  She 
began to take photos and sometimes 
became so engrossed that she missed 
the bus!  I don’t think catching a bus 
will ever be the same again.   

In February this year, Kay started the 
Ecclesall Woods Project.  This is a 
joint project with fellow artist Sarah 
Sharpe.  They aim to go to the woods 
once a week for a year to experience it 
at different times of the day, weather 
conditions, and in the changing 
seasons and to record their 
experiences through drawing and 
taking photos.  Kay says Ecclesall 
Woods are such a marvellous place to 
be, and is fascinated by the colours 
that you see in the natural world when 
you really look.  The Festival exhibition 
had a large painting from Ecclesall 
Woods project and more of the work 
will be displayed at the Great Sheffield 
Art Show in November.   

Many thanks to Kay for a really 
interesting exhibition and an insight 
into the way she sees the world.   

Margot Jackson 

Kay’s website is www.kayaitch.co.uk 

 

Where are we going? 

http://www.kayaitch.co.uk/
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RECOLLECTIONS OF A FUNDAMENTALIST CHILDHOOD 

 

In the 1950s my family lived in a very 
tough district.  I was a pathologically 
shy child and my parents decided that 
I wouldn’t cope at the local primary – 
so off I went to a school that was 
probably an anachronism even then.  
It was run by a lady called Miss 
Boughton – she must have been in 
her sixties – who was a member of 
the Plymouth Brethren.  There were 
about 15 pupils, between four and 
eleven, packed into a single 
classroom – there was some very 
impressive juggling of levels for each 
lesson.   
 
The Plymouth Brethren aspect meant 
that there was a great deal of God: a 
double dose of the Old Testament 
(King James Version) every day left 
you in no doubt He was a dangerous 

character to cross.  You might drop 
dead after accidentally touching the 
Ark; or lose the throne for not 
chopping the King of the Amalekites 
into chunks as instructed; if you were 
a bad girl like Jezebel you got thrown 
out of the window to be eaten by 
dogs, every single bit except the 
hands and feet.  Miss Boughton didn’t 
believe in censoring the scary parts 
(although she once kept back the 
Older Girls after assembly to read us 
a verse about the siege of Samaria 
she deemed too extreme for the 
tinies: ‘So we boiled my son, and did 
eat him…’).  The divine violence 
tended to blur into daily lessons, so 
you never felt quite sure that Bad 
Behaviour – whispering to your 
neighbour, or not knowing what the 
Equator was – wouldn’t result in 

TWO MORE OF KAY’S PICTURES: 

 

Tree Stump No 1 

 

wax crayon trees 

….continued overpage 
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extreme wrath or maybe 
even Smiting. There was 
certainly some hitting with 
the wooden lids of pencil 
cases, and a good deal of 
rage if Miss Boughton felt 
we had been unusually 
stupid – I can remember 
feeling ill with terror after 
failing to thread a needle.   

Most of the kids who 
passed through her hands 
did pass the eleven plus – 
though Grammar School 
was a shock to many of 
us, and not just because it 
was about fifty times the 
size.  I was the only one in 
my form not to know 
decimals (Miss Boughton 
thought they were a waste 
of time) or the rules of netball (we 
didn’t do sport) and floundered for a 
while.  I was still pretty timid and for a 
long time blamed that on my deeply 
ingrained fear of Smiting.  Fortunately, 
I eventually encountered a highly 
dynamic RE teacher in the liberal-
critical tradition, which helped with the 
intellectual side of things, even if it 
took longer to lose the gut-level 
terrors that accompanied any kind of 
active dissent.   

On the plus side, I acquired a passion 
for stories that has never left me.  If 
Miss Boughton brought Game of 
Thrones style violence and intrigue of 
the Scriptures to life through her 
highly dramatic Bible readings (not to 
mention the tests afterwards), she did 
the same for Dickens, Lewis Carroll 
and The Wind in the Willows.  (She 

was the best Mr Toad I 
have ever heard, not 
excluding Sir David Jason.)  

Looking back on it, I think 
her rage stemmed from 
intellectual frustration.  She 
should probably have been 
teaching far more 
advanced pupils and 
perhaps ended up with 
younger children because 
she hadn’t had access to a 
university education – 
whether that was about 
being born a girl, or whether 
it was about being in the 
Brethren, I’m not sure.  
While she laid relentless 
emphasis on the literalism 
of the Bible (every 
Christmas she reminded us 

that Hark the Herald Angels Sing was 
just poetry and that in fact the angels 
only said ‘Glory to God in the 
Highest’) the road to that belief had 
evidently not been an easy one.  On 
her death she left me all the books on 
the school shelves: among them I 
found Huxley’s Evolution and Ethics 
and H.G. Wells’ Outline of History – 
which contained some wonderful 
pictures of dinosaurs.  Shortly before I 
left after passing the eleven plus I had 
seen a picture of the dinosaur 
skeleton in the Natural History 
Museum, but never summoned up 
the nerve to ask her what she thought 
about it.  I wish I had – the answer 
would have been a real insight into 
one of the most powerful characters 
I’ve ever met.   

Frances Gray 

 

 
Frances 

 
Miss Boughton 
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LEAFLETING BEFORE THE EU REFERENDUM 

 

During the run-up to the EU 
Referendum I handed out leaflets 
for the Remain campaign both in the 
City Centre and in areas such as 
Hunter’s Bar and Broomhill.  This 
was an interesting and largely good-
natured experience.  Here are some 
incidents and comments I 
particularly remember.   

In the City Centre I had a bruising 
encounter with Brexit supporter who 
said my motivation for remaining in 
the EU was selfish and my 
reasoning inadequate.  A large man 
shouted: ‘I’m Out.  The Queen in 
her big castle don’t pay for her gas 
and electric, I do’.  A young Russian 
man was concerned about being 
deported in the event of Brexit.  A 
woman told me: ‘I don’t vote 
because I am a Jehovah’s Witness.  
My loyalty is to God who will come 
and establish His Kingdom on earth 
where we will all live in peace and 
harmony.’  When I suggested that 
God might like us to take part in 
matters of national concern, she 
replied: ‘No, no. Jesus said, “My 
Kingdom is not of this world”’.   

On the western side of the city I 
found leafleting easier as the 
crowds were smaller, and people I 
met seemed generally better 
informed.  A man said he had 
already voted ‘Out’ which apparently 
annoyed his French wife!  A woman 
was concerned that her youngest 
son and other young friends were 
not registering to vote, because they 

were afraid of being called up for 
jury service while at University.  A 
young woman had a Remain sticker 
on her mobile phone, and a boy 
shouted ‘I’m Out’ which made me 
laugh.  One man told me he could 
not vote because he was a Dutch 
national.  An elderly man said he 
had been in insurance all his life 
and was cautious about taking risks 
– ‘I am worried for my 
grandchildren.  To hear some 
people talk you would think Lord 
Palmeston was still the Prime 
Minister.’   

It has been an eye-opener engaging 
with the public, but I am glad I made 
the effort.   

Rosie Richards 
 
 

 

Rosie Richards 
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PERSPECTIVES ON THE REFERENDUM 
 

Let him go, let him tarry, let him sink or let him swim. 
He doesn't care for me and I don't care for him.’ 

 
This ditty from the 1940s seems to 
sum up the attitude of much of the 
British electorate to the EU 
Referendum which took place on 23 
June.  On the evening of 5 June, 45 
people gathered in the Upper Room 
to share perspectives on the 
forthcoming Referendum.  Sue 
Hammersley led a helpful 
referendum prayer.  A show of 
hands indicated that there was a 
significant minority who were still 
undecided on how to vote.  Now to 
get some well researched 
information...   

John Schofield spoke on 
‘Recapturing the vision – the 
origins and ethos of the European 
Union’.  He reminded us that the EU 
was set up with the specific aim of 
ending European wars.  Christian 
faith underpinned the concept.  The 
founding fathers believed in 
reconciliation, solidarity, subsidiarity, 
justice and safeguarding the integrity 
of creation.  John helpfully rehearsed 

the development from the early post-
war years to the Treaty of Lisbon in 
2009 which introduced the word 
‘Union’. Now that many Eastern 
European countries have qualified 
for EU membership, the current total 
is 28.   

Joe Forde dealt with the nuts and 
bolts of the EU's operation.  It was 
deliberately designed to provide 
checks and balances in the decision-
making process.  The legislative, 
judicial, executive and financial roles 
are exercised by distinct bodies.  
The frequent accusation that the EU 
is not adequately democratic is lent 
support by the way the Troika, made 
up entirely of unelected officials, 
handled Greece's financial crisis.   

Michael Miller looked at the 
Economic implications of leaving 
the EU.  Exports to EU countries 
account for 44% of all UK exports.  
Investment in the UK by EU 
members constitutes 48% of our 
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Foreign Direct Investment.  Many 
non-EU countries have offices in UK 
and might well relocate if we opt out 
of EU.  London's role as a global 
financial hub would be jeopardised.  
UK contributes 12.6% of the total EU 
budget, but much of this comes back 
in grants and subsidies.  We benefit 
from 15.5% of the EU allocation for 
University and Scientific Research.   

David Price considered 
immigration – the main 
referendum issue for many.  In 
2015 net immigration to UK from EU 
countries was 184,000 and from the 
rest of the world 188,000.  Leaving 
the EU would not halt immigration.  
Norway and Switzerland are allowed 
preferential trade with EU only by 
accepting the free movement of 
people.  Immigrants contribute more 
than they take out in benefits or 
public services.  Sending EU 
nationals home would have a 
dramatic economic effect.  EU states 
might well retaliate.  Would-be 
joiners of the EU such as Turkey are 
far from meeting entry requirements, 
so the Brexit argument that another 
major influx is imminent is 
unfounded.  How individuals voted 
would be influenced by how they felt 
on immigration.   

Jo Musker-Sherwood examined 
the environmental implications of 
staying in or leaving EU.  The EU 
has built a framework holding 
countries and corporations to 
account for their use of the earth's 
resources.  A lot has been achieved.  
There were only 18 clean UK 
beaches in the 1980s and now there 
are over 600.  It sets limits for Air 

Pollution and standards for Waste 
Management and Water Quality, 
Biodiversity and Wildlife Protection.  
Agricultural restrictions and 
incentives are securing reduced 
emissions from this sector.  The EU 
has set the UK a Renewable Energy 
target of 15% by 2020 which we are 
not on track to meet!  The EU has a 
worse record on Fishing, Diesel and 
VAT Regulation.  One has to weigh 
up whether, by going it alone, UK 
governments will exercise a stronger 
or weaker environmental lead.  The 
UK voice on Climate Change is likely 
to be more effective within EU.   

Pertinent questions were raised 
between the talks.  Issues included 
the probable loss of shared 
university research projects if we 
leave the EU; whether the European 
Parliament was becoming more 
robust; why the UK counts 
international students as immigrants; 
whether unelected experts have too 
much power in the EU; whether the 
finances of the EU bear scrutiny; 
and whether immigration to the UK 
will continue at high levels whether 
we stay or leave.   

At the end Sue asked, ‘Who has 
learned something from this 
evening?’ and virtually all hands 
went up.  Then we voted ‘In’ or ‘Out’ 
and the votes were counted.  There 
were 2 spoilt papers, 36 ‘In’ and 1 
‘Out’.  We had certainly been helped 
to ‘shake it all about’.  Perhaps we 
should have concluded with the 
Hokey Cokey!   

Jenny Carpenter 
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ENHANCING OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD: 
The BBEST Neighbourhood Planning Forum 

 

On 14 May thirty people, including long established 
residents, more recent arrivals, and those who 
work in the area, had a lively debate about 
improving the neighbourhood.  This was one of the 
meetings of the Neighbourhood Planning Forum 
that has been established under the Localism Act 
2011, and which is charged with developing 
planning policies to improve our area.   

The Forum is called BBEST (Broomhill, 
Broomfield, Endcliffe, Summerfield, and Tapton) 
and covers an area from Weston Park to the 
Endcliffe Student Residences, and from Tapton 
Crescent Road/Crookesmoor Road down to 
Clarkehouse Road.  Over the past two years it has 
been developing planning policies to improve our 
area, such as maintaining the green spaces, 
encouraging high quality buildings, improving 
conditions for pedestrians, and enhancing the retail 
centre.  It is run by those who live and work in the area, as a genuinely 
neighbourhood project, but it has full legal standing to develop the plan, and 
following a vote of all residents, probably in late 2017, its plan will become the 
official plan for our area.   

It also promotes key projects, including the development of Oriel House (the 
Broomhill Library building) as a community hub with a new garden, new rooms to 
use, and with the library as the anchor tenant, and the Boulevard Project, to 
improve the experience of using the corridor from the University up Whitham 
Road to the retail centre, particularly as a pedestrian, but also to make it look and 
feel better for all, for example by green planting, and removal of street clutter.  
Both projects will take years, and bids for finance, but they, and the planning 
policies, will make significant improvements to our area over time.   

One example of potential improvement, from the May discussions, is shown in 
the two photos – ‘before’ and ‘after’.  The Forum worked with landscape 
designers on this idea for a simple, sustainable, green garden.  If a little bit of 
finance could be found, ideas like these, alongside planning policies that are 
ones we all support, will contribute to making sure that our area continues to be a 
delightful place to live.   

Professor Peter Marsh, Chair of BBEST  
www.bbest.org.uk info@bbest.org.uk 

 
A retail centre garden: ‘before’ 

 

 
Potential for improvement? ‘after’ 

 

http://www.bbest.org.uk/
mailto:info@bbest.org.uk
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  1 Fri   7.00pm  International Fellowship 
 

  3 Sun Thomas the Apostle   
    8.00am 

10.00am 
   
  6.00pm 
  8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist, with Crèche & Godly Play 
(Preacher: Revd. Sarah Colver) 
Lions 
Night Service: Holy Communion 
 

10 Sun Seventh Sunday of Trinity   
    8.00am 

10.00am 
 
  8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist, with Crèche & Godly Play 
(Preacher: Janet Morley) 
Night Service: Celtic / Iona 

11 Mon   7.30pm Faith & Justice Committee 

13 Wed   7.30pm Home Donations Committee 
 

17 Sun Eighth Sunday of Trinity   

    8.00am 
10.00am 
   6.00pm 
   8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist: All Age  
Lions 
Night Service: Taizé 

18 Mon   7.30pm PCC Meeting 

23 Sat   1.00pm Wedding of Scott Dobbie & Jennifer Mohan 
 

24 Sun Ninth Sunday of Trinity   

    8.00am 
10.00am 
 
  8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist, with Crèche  
(Preacher: Revd. Sue Hammersley) 
Night Service: Themed 
 

31 Sun Tenth Sunday of Trinity  
Rainbow Weekend celebrating Sheffield Pride 

    8.00am 
10.00am 
 
12.15pm 
  8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist, with Crèche  
(Preacher: Jayne Ozanne) 
Bring and Share Lunch 
Night Service: LGBT+ Pride 
 
 
 

  AUGUST HIGHLIGHTS 

 
  5 Fri   7.00pm International Fellowship 

 
 

  7 Sun Eleventh Sunday of Trinity 

JULY HIGHLIGHTS 
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    8.00am 
10.00am 
 
  8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist, with Crèche  
(Preacher: Revd. Michael Bayley) 
Night Service: Holy Communion  

13 Sat   1.00pm Wedding of Joseph Speed & Hannah Dawson 
 

14 Sun Twelfth Sunday of Trinity 
    8.00am 

10.00am 
 
  8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist, with Crèche  
(Preacher: Revd. Sue Hammersley) 
Night Service: Celtic / Iona  
 

21 Sun Thirteenth Sunday of Trinity 
    8.00am 

10.00am 
 
  8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist, with Crèche  
(Preacher: Revd. Sarah Colver) 
Night Service: Taizé    
 

28 Sun Fourteenth Sunday of Trinity 
    8.00am 

10.00am 
 
  8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist, with Crèche  
(Preacher: Anne Padget) 
Night Service: Themed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Messenger editorial team: Frances Gray, Carol Rowe, David Price, Dez Martin, 
John Bramley.  This issue was edited by David. 

The Editors welcome comments and suggestions, and invite contributions. Items 
should be submitted to the editor by 12th day of the month to be considered for 
the next edition.   

The next edition will be edited by Carol Rowe: carol@oaktreelane.fsworld.co.uk 

When sending photographs for the Messenger, please ensure that they are 

JPEG.s, and preferably of a high resolution.  Many thanks.  

 It should be noted that the Editors cannot guarantee to publish 
material and wish to point out that items included do not necessarily 
reflect their views or those of the Parochial Church Council. 

 

Concerts this month  

 21st July:     Organ Recital with Andrew Kirk 8.00pm 
16th July:  Sheffield Chorale   7.30pm 

Weekday Worship: 
 

Monday 8.30am: Morning Prayer 
Monday 9.00am: Holy Communion 
Tuesday 5.00pm: Evening Prayer 
Wednesday 8.30am: Holy Communion 
Thursday 8.30am: Morning Prayer 
Thursday 12noon: Holy Communion - please note the change in time 
Friday 5.00pm: Evening Prayer 
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Vicar     Revd Sue Hammersley   266 0260 
sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Associate Vicar 
Revd Sarah Colver 
 

 
268 5716 
 

Pastoral Care Coordinator 
Gill MacGregor 

 
266 1079 

Assistant Priest 
Revd Shan Rush 
 

 
07598156817 

 
Lunch Club 
Briony Tayler 

 
 
235 0174 

Lay Reader 
Anne Padget 
 

 
07736 527777 

Rosalind Rogerson 
 
Godly Play (up to Y6) 

268 1426 
 
266 3023 

Chaplain to Night Service 

Revd Liz Anson 
 

 
229 5478 

Sarah Armstrong 
 
Lions (Y7 and above) 

 
 
 

Children’s Outreach 
Worker 
Revd Tim Gregory 
 

 
288 4198 

Alice Newitt 
 
Safeguarding Children Officer 
Jane Keeling 

230 4586 
 
07708 098499 

Honorary Staff 
Revd Dr. Michael Bayley 
Revd Peter Fisher 

 
258 5248 
327 4718 

 
Safeguarding  Adults Officer 
Vacant 

 
 
 

Revd Dr. Mark Newitt 
Revd Canon Michael Page 
Revd John Wood 

230 4586 
266 3798 
266 5173 

 
Domestic Abuse Officer 
Helen Gregory 

 
 
288 4198 

 
Director of Music 
Mark McCombs 
 

 
music@stmarkssheffield. 

co.uk 

 
Sacristan 
David Armstrong 
 

 
 
 266 3023 

Churchwardens 
Philip Booth 
Sarah Moore 
 

 
255 0634 
233 1912 

Library Team 
Maureen Bownas 
Pauline Miller 
 

 
230 2757 
258 3678    

Caretaker 
Tim Moore 
 

 
233 1912 

Committees/ Chair: 
 
International 
Vacant 

 

Treasurer 
David Ryder  
 

 
230 3242 

 
Faith & Justice 
Joe Forde 

 
01246 
569424 

Assistant Treasurer 
Judith Pitchforth 
 

 
230 7685 

 
Finance & Fabric 
Briony Tayler 

 
 
235 0174 

PCC Secretary 
Kim Willis  
 

 
258 3976 

 
Home Donations 
Vacant 

 
 

Transport Coordinator 
Briony Tayler 
 

 
235 0174 
 

 
CTBB Worker with Older People 
Claire Brooks 

 
ctbb546@ 
btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vicar normally has Tuesday off parish duties. 
The Associate Vicar normally has Friday off parish duties. 

The Assistant Priest normally has Saturday off parish duties. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN DAILY 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY FROM 9.00 AM TO 1.00 PM 

Church Administrator: Anne Padget 
TEL. 0114 266 3613 & 07736 527777 

Email: office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

Visit us on www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

WHO’S WHO 

mailto:sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
mailto:office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
http://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/

