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MENTAL HEALTH, RELATIONSHIPS AND RESURRECTION 
 

How do we define mental health?  
The statistic that’s often 
publicised is that one in four of us 
will experience mental health 
problems in any one year.  In a 
congregation of around 250 
people that’s a sizeable number, 
and statistics such as this are a 
valuable reminder that mental 
health issues are very common.  
However, when we talk about 
mental health, it’s almost always 
in a negative way in comparison 
with the more generic ‘wellbeing’ 
– mental health concerns, mental 
health problems, mental health 
issues.  Positive ways of talking 
about mental health don’t tend to 
be part of our everyday 
conversation, as Katharine 
Welby (daughter of Justin) 
explains on her excellent blog:  

‘When we talk about people 
with mental health problems, 
we talk about ‘them’, failing to 
recognise or remember that 
we all have mental health, we 
all have to look after our 
mental health, just some of us 
have more trouble with this 
than others.’ 

What does it look like to be 
healthy mentally?  While I can 
share my answer to this (and I 
don’t believe it necessarily 
means to be free from worry), I 
suspect each of us would 
respond differently.  Connecting 
with this question will help us to 
understand more about how we 
can maintain our own sense of 
wellbeing, how we might 
recognise when our reserves are 
getting a little low, and what to do 
when illnesses are really taking 
hold.   

When my depression and anxiety 
first became much more 
aggressive at the start of last 
year, I thought I knew exactly 
what to do.  Quite rightly 
recognising it as An Illness, I set 
about trying to cure it and called 
the staff counselling service 
where I work.  At the final 
session in March, my self-
evaluation scores were 
significantly higher than the first 
session and I walked away 
feeling really positive.  I was 

 

Sarah Moore 
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‘fixed’ and could now get on with 
my life.   

But a few weeks later, on Easter 
Day when it seemed as though 
the whole congregation was 
celebrating the risen Christ 
following the darkness of Holy 
Week, I had a relapse.  Those 
familiar feelings of failure 
returned – everyone was happy, 
so why wasn’t I celebrating too?  
Given how unreasonable it is to 
expect our problems to be 
resolved in less than three days 
and at a liturgically appropriate 
time, I suspect this is more 
common than I thought at the 
time.  What happens when, as a 
result of poverty, illness, 
addiction, isolation or 
bereavement, we don’t 
experience the resurrection we 
expect?   

This year’s Mental Health 
Awareness Week takes place 
between 16 and 22 May around 
the topic of ‘relationships’.  While 
for many people treatment is an 
important part of managing their 
condition, building and 
maintaining relationships is 
where the church community 
(among others) can provide a 
lifeline for those who are 
struggling, whether that’s callers 
who come to the church during 
the week, those coming for the 
first time in years, or members of 
the congregation who come 
regularly.  It’s not necessarily just 
about providing a listening ear, 

although this can be a huge help.  
Being part of an affirming 
community means that others 
see your strengths and your 
value even when you don’t feel 
you have much to offer.  For 
those whose mental health is an 
ongoing struggle this is a really 
important part of our ministry.  

As it turns out, resurrection for 
me isn’t about a cure, about 
finding a new ‘meaning’, or about 
going back to the way things 
were before the illness took hold.  
It takes time, involves relapsing, 
and is a testing process.  But it is 
also my God sitting with me in 
the darkness.  It is my community 
valuing what I have to give.  It is 
periods of mental health, bringing 
a deep appreciation of the beauty 
of the world, alongside the dark 
periods of illness.  It is the 
realisation that comes, not from a 
place of ‘giving in’ but from the 
strength of acceptance, that the 
anxiety and depression are part 
of my life and can be managed 
rather than cured.  And in that 
acceptance, it is a message of 
hope.   

Sarah Moore 

Katharine Welby’s blog can be 
found at https://katharinewelby.com/  

Sarah Moore is running the Leeds 
Half Marathon on May 8th in aid of 
Mind. Her sponsorship page is at 
https://www.justgiving.com/Sarah-
Moore50 

https://katharinewelby.com/
https://www.justgiving.com/Sarah-Moore50
https://www.justgiving.com/Sarah-Moore50
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BISHOP STEVEN TO BE BISHOP OF OXFORD 

 

Dear Friends,   

I write with some significant news 
and with a mix of emotions to the 
clergy and lay people of the Diocese 
of Sheffield.   

Downing Street has announced that I 
have been nominated as the next 
Bishop of Oxford.  I am looking 
forward to the new challenge and 
responsibility this move will bring.  At 
the same time I am very sorry to be 
leaving a Diocese and friends and a 
place I love dearly and where Ann 
and I feel very much at home.  Our 
seven years in the city and Diocese 
of Sheffield have been among the 

happiest and most fulfilling of our 
lives.  I have enjoyed and 
appreciated almost every part of 
being Bishop here: the warm 
welcome, the joy of working with an 
outstanding senior team, with 
dedicated and creative clergy and lay 
leaders and the privilege of joining in 
what God is doing in so many 
different ways and places.  I have 
appreciated all kinds of engagement 
with the city and wider region served 
by the Diocese: with local politicians, 
with its economic life, with the 
universities, the third sector and 
many different local communities.   

Ann has greatly enjoyed fellowship 
and friendship through Partners 
Together and the Mothers’ Union 
and, most of all, seeing the Parent 
and Toddler group grow at the 
Cathedral over the past five years.  
We have both made many friends 
here.   

You may know that the Diocese of 
Oxford has been vacant since 
October, 2014.  At that time, it felt 
too early to consider leave Sheffield 
after six years.  However, the 
vacancy was not filled and I was 
invited in January this year to allow 
my name to be considered.  My call 
to this new ministry began with a 
sense of obedience to the wider 
needs of the Church and has grown 
from there, through the process, into 
a strong sense that God is indeed 
calling Ann and me to Oxford and 
calling me to a different kind of 
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episcopal ministry.  For the first time, 
I began to realise it was no longer 
too early to leave Sheffield.  The 
Diocese has grown in confidence, in 
unity, and in capacity for mission, 
particularly over the last year.  We 
have a common vision, a strategy to 
carry that vision forward and a strong 
and united senior team.  The more I 
pondered the question, the more this 
seemed a potentially good moment 
to hand on the ministry God has 
entrusted to me here to others.   

The Diocese of Oxford is one of the 
largest and most complex in the 
Church of England.  It covers 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire and stretches from 
Milton Keynes in the north to 
Newbury in the south; from the 
Cotswolds in the west to Slough in 
the east.  The Diocese has a 
population of 2.3 million people.  
There are over 800 churches, almost 
400 stipendiary clergy and over 200 
self-supporting clergy grouped into 
four archdeaconries and 29 
deaneries.  There are 12 secondary 
and 270 primary Church schools.  
There are six universities.  A large 
number of charities, industries and 
other agencies have their 
headquarters in the Diocese.   

The invitation to move came at a 
time when I was beginning to reflect 
on what shape my own ministry 
might take over the coming years.  I 
have a growing sense of call to a 
more outward facing ministry and a 
desire to engage more directly in 
mission and evangelism and with the 
wider life of the nation.  I could 
certainly have changed gear in that 

way and remained in Sheffield, but 
Oxford, with all its resources also 
provides an excellent place for such 
a ministry.   

Finally, although the move will take 
us further from some of our family in 
Halifax, it will bring us much nearer 
to our four children and to our 
grandson and Ann’s mother (some in 
London, others in Bristol).  Ann and I 
first met and married in Oxford and 
we lived there for five years 
immediately before we came to 
Sheffield.  From the perspective of 
our past and our future, the move 
makes sense.   

For the next few months at least it 
will be business as usual.  It looks as 
though we shall move to Oxford over 
the summer and a farewell service 
has been provisionally booked in 
Sheffield Cathedral for Sunday, 17 
July at 4.00 pm.  After I leave, 
Bishop Peter will lead the senior 
team and the diocese during the 
vacancy and the process of 
discovering who God may be calling 
to the immense privilege of being the 
next Bishop of Sheffield is likely to 
begin in the autumn.   

In the meantime, we continue to 
value your prayers.  You know me 
well enough to know that I enjoy 
change but also find it very daunting.  
We shall continue to pray for you 
now and for many years into the 
future.   

With kind regards, 

+Steven Sheffield 

(Slightly abbreviated by the editor) 
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MY EXPERIENCE OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND’S 
DISCERNMENT PROCESS 

 
The discernment process is when you 
and the Church explore your call to be 
ordained.  It is a very personal journey 
and what follows is my own experience 
of it.   

In the beginning:  I experienced being 
called by God for ordination and after 
trying to ignore this calling for a long time 
I finally started to tell people.  The fact 
that they didn’t seem to be surprised 
amazed me.   

God chooses unexpected people:  
After a few months of talking about my 
‘calling’ I spoke to Sue, then Ian and 
after a while I had an interview with the 
District Director of Ordinands (DDO), 
Stephen Hunter.  (The DDO oversees 
the discernment process on behalf of the 
sponsoring Bishop.)  And again, to my 
surprise, he didn’t think I was nuts.   

Next steps:  The DDO suggested I start 
meeting regularly with a spiritual director 
and a vocations advisor.  My vocations 
advisor, Revd Eleanor Robertshaw, 
suggested books to read, churches to 
visit and how to further explore my 
calling.  Over a year we looked in detail 
at the ‘Nine Criteria for Ordination’, 
which must be satisfied in order to be 
recommended for training.  The nine 
criteria are: Vocation, Ministry within the 
Church of England, Spirituality, 
Personality and Character, 
Relationships, Leadership and 
Collaboration, Faith, Mission and 
Evangelism, Quality of Mind.   

If God is calling me, then it’s me that 
he wants, warts and all:  As I look back 
on this time, I can see that it was one of 

transformation, in fact an important part 
of my journey towards ordination. 

I also undertook a placement in the 
Manor with Rev Julie Upton, visited a 
number of other churches, went to two 
vocation conferences and continued to 
read and pray.   

The Registration Forms:  The DDO 
then asked me to start to fill in the 
Registration Forms; these are the job 
application forms for training for 
Ordination.  It is like no other application 
form you have ever seen!  One part asks 
you to list everything of importance that 
has ever happened to you since you 
were born.  Let’s just say it takes a 
while…   

The Local Panel:  So, forms were filled, 
vocations advisor had kindly written a 
good reference, it was finally time to face 
the Local Panel.  This is a very daunting 
event.  They can say ‘No’ and then that’s 
it, the end of the journey.  It is a mini-
national panel – three intense interviews 
on one evening at the Cathedral.  Each 
interviewer has all your forms and 
focuses on three of the nine criteria.  I 
was quite nervous, and felt I did very 
badly.  But the DDO called me the next 
morning to tell me they had said ‘Yes’.  (I 
had to email him later just to make sure!) 

I then had an interview with Bishop 
Peter, who agreed to support my 
application to go forward for the National 
Panel interview, the Bishops’ Advisory 
Panel.  The BAP is the final hurdle.  It is 
a three-day interview based around the 
nine criteria.   
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Preparation for the BAP:  The Local 
Panel had advised that I needed a little 
bit more knowledge and experience of 
other churchmanship before the BAP, 
which meant I undertook part of the Lay 
Reader course at the Wilson Carlile 
Centre.   

I was also encouraged to visit Mirfield, 
because if recommended I would be 
studying on the Yorkshire Ministry 
Course.  I went – felt awkward as I didn’t 
even know if I would be going there, had 
two interviews (who knew that was going 
to happen?!) and was told that they 
would gladly welcome me. 

The BAP – Why are you afraid?  Do 
you still have no faith?  What can I say 
about the BAP?  It is an odd experience.  
Three days of being watched and 
assessed, at all times – at meals, while 

giving talks and while taking part in talks.  
There are interviews, written personal 
questions, written pastoral letter and a 
lot of coffee.  Knowing that people were 
praying for me during this time was a 
great comfort.   

I came away exhausted, tearful and felt 
it had gone very badly wrong.  But the 
following week Stephen Hunter called 
and told me it was a ‘Yes’ – I burst into 
tears. 

And that is my own two-year (well really 
six-year) journey to becoming an 
Ordinand of the Church of England. 

Please feel free to contact me if you 
would like to talk about your own sense 
of calling, or anything else from this 
article.   

Kim Willis 
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MARY SHARROCK, MR SHAKESPEARE’S FRIEND 

 

To have known Mary Sharrock, 
whose funeral service took place at 
St Mark’s on 18 March, is to have 
encountered a person of immense 
energy, passionate in her enjoyment 
and teaching of literature, immersed 
in serving many different 
communities and causes in 
Sheffield and strengthened by a 
Christian ethic of service.   

Mary, the daughter of a Methodist 
minister, was born in London and 
studied at Liverpool University, 
where she met her husband Russ, a 
mathematician, who was later 

appointed to the headmastership of 
King Edward VII School.   

A mother of two daughters, Helen 
and Cath, Mary combined being 
Warden of Halifax Hall with many 
other calls upon her time and 
talents.  She taught at the 
University’s School of Continuing 
Education, was a member of the 
Sheffield Theatres Board, actively 
supported Music in the Round and 
the Family Services Unit, and was a 
Magistrate.  All of these 
undertakings were spoken of with 
eloquence at her funeral service.   

 
Russ and Mary Sharrock at their Golden Wedding, with their daughters Cath and Helen 
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However, it is my particular pleasure 
to tell something of Mary’s part in 
the life of St Mark’s and the 
Broomhill community.  For there is 
no doubt that, for Mary, being the 
supportive wife of the headteacher 
of King Edward VII School, a keen 
worker in the Broomhill Festival and 
an active member of St Mark’s all 
combined to deepen that sense of 
community connection.  

As the Festival grew in size, hard-
working folk such as Mary (and 
there were many others) ensured 
the Festival’s success.  She loved 
trying to get to as many events over 
the ten days as her legs and high 
heels would allow.  Six weeks or so 
before the Garden Party, Mary 
would stride up and down the aisle 
at the end of the morning service 
‘encouraging’ individuals to 
‘volunteer’ their help with the 
various stalls.  Few would dare say 
no!  On the day of the Garden Party, 
she commanded the bookstall and 
heavily pruned its contents!  In more 
serious vein, Mary was a keen 
member of the International 
Committee, hosting our meetings in 
the spacious living room of her 
apartment, always ready with tea at 
hand and Russ to assist.  A member 
of the Labour Party, Mary was 
always keen to see the Church play 
its full part in supporting the most 
vulnerable in society and we were 
always encouraged to support the 
work of the Family Services Unit 
and, through Russ’s involvement, 
the work of Norman House in its 
rehabilitation of offenders. 

To Mary, everyone was ‘honey’, but 
beyond the seemingly over-familiar 
salutation lay a deep pastoral 
concern for others in the 
congregation and her (much) wider 
circle.  Mary found the time to make 
that short but lovingly filled visit or 
to proffer a cake when needed.  And 
it was on the morning of our 25th 
wedding anniversary when making 
something sweet to bring along to 
our dance at Birkdale School in the 
evening, that we had a phone call to 
tell us that Mary had suffered a 
severe stroke.  That was 13 years 
ago.  We were so saddened to see 
how this crippling disease can so 
quickly bring low a person of such 
immense energy.  And yet Mary and 
Russ would not be so easily 
defeated and together they 
sustained their loving partnership for 
many more years, with, at the end, 
both of them living at The Glen, 
whose staff looked after them so 
magnificently.   

During these last few years Mary, 
who gave so much, was now 
‘ministered unto’ by the faithful 
bringing of her communion by Helen 
Hillman, augmented by visits from 
many people at St Mark’s.   

Grandson James, when a child, 
thought his grandmother would be 
happy in heaven because she would 
meet her friend Mr Shakespeare.  
And no doubt Mr Shakespeare 
would be very happy to meet Mary!   

Adrian Alker 
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EVA WILKINSON  1926-2016 
 

Eva was born into a Jewish family in Bratislava, where her 
father was a naval architect.  The family later moved to 
Vienna – and in fact they witnessed the arrival of Hitler when 
he annexed Austria.  Their journeys eventually brought them 
to London, where they led a reasonably comfortable life, 
albeit as exiles from their native land.  Eva took a degree in 
science and she also showed early ability on the piano, 
encouraged by her mother.  Her husband Peter was 
appointed to a post in the Department of Geology at 
Sheffield University and, after a spell in University 
accommodation, they moved to 13, Beech Hill Road, where 
Eva was still living until the day she had her stroke in 
December, 2015.  Their three sons grew up there.   

Eva set up the Broomhill Local History Group with Sylvia Crosskey, and many 
interesting talks on local history were organized.  Lecturing was perhaps not Eva’s 
strong point, but she certainly knew a vast amount and also wrote articles about the 
history of several local places of interest, including Broomhill Infants’ School and 
Endcliffe Crescent.  The group was discontinued when every local topic had been 
covered and Eva, along with Nancy Greenwood, the Treasurer, decided that their funds 
should go to the Broomhill Festival.  For many years, Eva was a very active member of 
the Festival committee, contributing to the programme year by year – whether in 
connection with Open Gardens (she opened her own several times), musical events, or 
local history walks, which she frequently led – and, of course, selling tickets and 
programmes at many of the concerts.  Her wide-ranging contributions will be very much 
missed and some form of memorial to her is planned for this year’s Festival.   

From the 1970s onwards, Eva played a vital role in the Broomhill Action and 
Neighbourhood Group (BANG).  She was supremely well informed about every aspect 
of the history of the area and also kept a keen eye on planning applications: she wrote 
to the Council on many occasions in an attempt to prevent any inappropriate 
modifications to existing buildings – the Planning Department must have become very 
familiar with her handwriting.  She could also be spotted removing with her scissors any 
illegal leaflets on lampposts!   

Eva scarcely ever missed a concert in the Crucible Studio, whether by the resident 
musicians (from the early days of the Lindsay Quartet in the 1970s through to their 
successors Ensemble 360) or by visiting musicians from elsewhere.  Her husband 
Peter shared this enthusiasm, and they always occupied the same seats.  Other 
members of the audience will for a long time to come still talk of ‘Eva’s seat’.  It is fitting 
that Eva’s family are setting up a fund in memory of both their parents to support young 
local musicians.   
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It would be remiss not to mention that Eva was an excellent cook!  She was a very 
determined woman, not always easy, but kind and caring.  Many friends will have 
experienced this.  In all her areas of activity, as well as in her friendships, Eva will be 
much missed. 

Brenda Houghton and Sheena Ritchie 
 

 
 

TALKING ABOUT MISCARRIAGE 
 

The last 12 months have been tough 
for my wife Emily and me.  We have 
suffered two miscarriages in the last 
year.  It’s hard to put into words how 
devastating it is to lose a baby, 
however early.  The excitement and 
anticipation you feel when you’re 
expecting is abruptly and cruelly 
brought to an end.  And once you’re 
done at the hospital you’re just left to 
get on with life and to try again despite 
the fear of how you’ll cope if the same 
happens yet again.  It’s a lonely 
experience.   

Until you have three miscarriages in a 
row the NHS isn’t interested in 
investigating what might be the cause.  
Even then, very little is understood 
about why so many women miscarry – 
around 1 in 4 women lose a baby 
during pregnancy and birth.  This 
devastation impacts on so many 
couples.  This is where the charity 
Tommy’s comes in.  They fund 
research into pregnancy problems and 
try to end the stigma around 
miscarriage.   

Tommy’s and its supporters refuse to 
accept that a baby's death is ‘just one 
of those things'.  Their target is to halve 

the number of babies that die during 
pregnancy or birth by 2030.   

I’ve decided to try to do something 
positive, so I ran the Sheffield Half 
Marathon on 10 April and will be taking 
the challenge of cycling with Ride 
London for 100 miles in London and 
Surrey on 31 July.  The half marathon 
went well – I finished in 1 hour 40 
minutes, thanks in part to the wonderful 
crowds cheering us on along the route.  
I’d like to ask for your support in the 
form of a donation, however small.   

If you’d like to donate visit: 
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/markansell  

Thanks for reading. 

Mark Ansell

 

Mark 

 

uk.virginmoneygiving.com:markansell
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RADICAL, CATHOLIC AND SOCIALIST: 
An appreciation of the life and work of Kenneth Leech 

Radically Anglo-Catholic, a 
Christian socialist, and subversively 
orthodox (a term he used to 
describe his theology) until his 
death on 12 September 2015, the 
Revd Kenneth Leech was all of 
these things and more – a key figure 
in the development of what came to 
be known as Urban Theology, and a 
voice against political oppression 
and social injustice wherever he 
found them.  He presented at a 
CRC event at St Mark’s around 
2004, and several of his books are 
in the church library for those who 
may be unfamiliar with his thinking. 

Though born and brought up in a 
working-class household in Greater 
Manchester, most of his working life 
was spent in London, the city where, 
as an undergraduate, he read 
history at King’s College, before 

studying theology at Oxford and 
becoming an ordained minister in 
1965.  It was in the urban London 
parishes where he encountered 
racism, drug abuse and abject 
poverty – subjects that he wrote 
about in works such as Care and 
Conflict; Subversive Orthodoxy and 
Race, in a style that was 
refreshingly candid and forthright, 
as well as very insightful.  And out 
of his experiences of London 
ministry, in 1969 he founded 
Centrepoint, a charity that provides 
accommodation and support to 
homeless young people aged 16 to 
25.  Originally based in a church in 
Soho, Centrepoint now comprises a 
hostel of over 100 beds for the 
homeless in London, and also has a 
smaller facility in Consett, County 
Durham. 

 

Kenneth Leech 
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Ken Leech’s approach to ministering 
in urban settings was theologically 
Catholic, ‘rooted in the theme of 
redemption for the world and for 
human society’, as he wrote in The 
Social God. And it was politically 
socialist, informed and partly 
shaped by earlier strands of the 
Anglican socialist tradition: writers 
such as Stewart Headlam, Conrad 
Noel and R H Tawney, and by 
strands of Marxist thought, including 
the writings of Leon Trotsky.  But, 
crucially, it was also shaped by (and 
thus from) experience (being partly 
inductive in its methodology and 
thus theology).  And it was this 
aspect that Leech, together with his 
Methodist counterpart based in 
Sheffield, the Revd Dr John Vincent, 
used as a basis for pioneering a 
new way of doing theology, that 
came to be known as Urban 
Theology – an approach to pastoral 
encounter that arises from, and is 
shaped by, the lived experience of 
urban people, seeing Christ in their 
faces, seeing the cross where they 
stand, and thus letting God speak 
through them.  It was as a result of 
work of this quality and originality 
that Rowan Williams wrote of 
Kenneth Leech: ‘The plain truth is 
that no one else writes with such 
authority about the pastoral and 
prophetic task in our church at the 
moment.’   

Leech was also a member of the 
influential Jubilee Group, a loose 
network of other radical Anglo-
Catholic socialists, including Rowan 
Williams, that was founded in 1974 
and ran until around 2004.  
According to the journalists Jason 

Lewis and Jonathan Wynne-Jones, 
it was described in 1989 by an MI5 
officer as ‘a problem neo-Marxist 
organisation’ in his briefing to 
officials, including the then Prime 
Minister, Margaret Thatcher.  One 
explanation for this is that a book 
Leech had edited with Rowan 
Williams in 1983 called Essays 
Catholic and Radical, to celebrate 
the 150th anniversary of the 
founding of the Oxford Movement, 
may have been too radical for some 
in the establishment; or the MI5 
intervention might just illustrate how 
unintelligent 'intelligence' can 
sometimes be. 

For those who may be coming to 
Kenneth Leech for the first time, 
there is an excellent collection of 
writings called Prayer and 
Prophecy: The Essential Kenneth 
Leech, edited by David Bunch and 
Angus Ritchie. I have been reliably 
informed by a close friend of Ken’s 
that, on reading it, he remarked that 
he had forgotten that he had written 
parts of it!  The reader will have a 
harder time forgetting it, however; 
for it is some of the finest and most 
insightful theological writing to have 
emerged from the Anglican socialist 
tradition. And it is written in a prose 
style that is accessible to the non-
specialist, too. 

It was fitting that a sung Eucharistic 
celebration of his life and work took 
place in London on 9 April, led by 
Rowan Williams. 

Joe Forde 
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MONEY AND HEALTHCARE 
 

 
Life in Uganda continues to be 
rewarding and challenging.  Recently 
I’ve been thinking about some of the 
cases I’ve found difficult and have 
realised that often the factor that 
makes patient care tricky here is 
money.  

The hospital massively subsidises 
treatment costs.  If patients are part of 
the hospital’s health insurance 
scheme, ‘eQuality’, they pay an 
annual fee of around £1 and then pay 
a small amount for an admission and 
pay separately for some 
investigations.  Patients not in the 
scheme pay per night and pay more 
for investigations (but not treatment).  
This means unfortunately that a 
common question on a ward round is 
‘Are you in eQuality?’ as decisions 
about investigations are often made 
on the basis of whether the patients 
can afford it and whether it will 
change the management enough to 
be worth the money.  Even patients 
on the health insurance scheme often 
find it difficult to stay in the hospital 

just because of the cost of food for 
them and their attendants, as 
compared with eating food from their 
land.  Here are a few examples of 
how money affects healthcare 
decisions.  A 20-year-old boy was 
admitted in a diabetic coma.  He had 
not been taking insulin because he 
had not been coming for monthly 
appointments.  He requested an early 
discharge before his blood sugars 
were stabilised as he couldn’t afford 
to stay.  A man was on the ward for 
many weeks being treated for HIV 
and TB.  As he got sicker, his wife 
asked for him to be discharged as it is 
more expensive to transport a dead 
body than a living person.  We 
recently saw a lady in her 40s with 
probable lung cancer who could not 
afford the referral for further 
investigations despite the hospital’s 
Good Samaritan fund offering to pay 
her transport.  When relatives say that 
they cannot afford for patients to be 
transferred to a referral hospital, staff 
often comment that they would find 
the money for their funeral if they died 
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– funerals are big and expensive 
affairs here.  The care at our nearest 
government referral hospital should 
be free but it’s a 6-hour journey, 
patients need food that is more 
expensive than here, and we are 
often told they need money to bribe 
the staff to see them or do 
investigations.  It must be very difficult 
for relatives to decide if they should 
spend the money on the referral 
without being sure they will get the 
appropriate investigations and 
treatment when they get there.   

Working in a completely different 
country and culture makes me reflect 
on how everyone is essentially the 
same, regardless of where they are 
born, their race or family 
background.  This was 
illustrated by something a 
visiting professor told us 
recently.  She was doing some 
research on antenatal 
attendance at the hospital a 
few years ago and was trying to 
see why some people do not 
access antenatal care.  One of 
the main themes that came out 
was that women were 
embarrassed to come to the 
hospital if they did not have 
clean underwear (a half 
petticoat).  She described how this 
reminded her that humans are all the 
same as she acknowledged that she 
would not go to the doctor’s without 
clean underwear either.   

We are all human.  We are all children 
of God.  We all deserve the same 
access to good quality affordable 
healthcare, regardless of where we 
were born.  No one deserves financial 
hardship or bankruptcy because of 

illness.  This is what makes the NHS 
such an amazing organisation.  When 
I worked in A+E, drunk, smelly, 
homeless men would be treated with 
the same dignity and respect as old 
ladies from nursing homes or middle-
aged men having heart attacks.  It 
would never have crossed my mind to 
question the patient’s financial status 
before deciding whether to perform an 
investigation.  No one was ever asked 
to pay before they were taken for an 
X-ray.  This is what makes most NHS 
staff worry about the possibility of 
privatisation of the NHS.  It will be the 
poorest and most vulnerable in 
society that will be affected first, and 
those with chronic diseases.   

The Lions have done a brilliant job of 
fundraising and have collected £1,000 
– thank you to everyone who 
supported them.   Half of this money 
will go the family planning youth 
outreach but half will go to the Good 
Samaritan fund, which pays for meals 
and transport for patients who cannot 
afford it.  Thank you for your support.   

Ceri Gallivan 

 

Rosie Hunt and Chris Ware visited Ceri (right) at the 
hospital 



16 

 

HELLO FROM ABURA LITERACY SCHOOL IN GHANA! 
 

Abura Literacy 
School (in Cape 
Coast, Ghana) 
started off as a 
group of 
children who 
couldn’t afford 
to go to school, 
being taught in 
someone’s 
backyard.  After 
a while, this was 
supported by 
volunteers from the UK and the 
States.  This situation wasn’t great – if 
it rained, school was cancelled; and 
the high turnover of volunteers meant 
that the children didn’t have much 
continuity in their teaching.   

Since 2007, a friend and I have run a 
project that has enabled three trained, 
permanent, Ghanaian teachers to be 
employed there.  Meanwhile, a proper 
school building was built, with three 
classrooms, an office and toilet 
facilities, and has now been developed 
with the additions of a water pump and 
playground.   

The school still has three main 
teachers, who follow the government 
curriculum.  In addition, we now have 
a ‘support reading teacher’ who is 
working with each child on a one-to-
one basis, helping them to develop 
their reading ability.  All the teachers 
have recently had some teacher 
training, which we hope can become 
more regular and sustained.   

The project provides hot food for each 
child, every day, and also a tro-tro (like 

a school bus) to 
bring children 
from a wider 
area to the 
school each 
day.   

Although the 
government in 
Ghana has 
changed its 
attitude towards 
education since 
2007 and there 

is now supposedly ‘free education for 
all’, every child still has to provide their 
own uniform and books/materials for 
class, and must be able to cover their 
own food costs.  This isn’t possible for 
many children in Ghana, and so the 
school is still really important to ensure 
that children who can’t afford any of 
those things can still learn.   

We went out to the school in January 
this year, and it was wonderful to see it 
doing well.  Two really good new 
teachers have joined the staff team, 
and they are full of enthusiasm.  Last 
September, 40 children went up to the 
next school to continue studying.  This 
is a really important part of the project 
– that there is a link with the next 
school, and if the children are not in a 
position to buy the books/uniform for 
the next school, the teachers at Abura 
save up enough money each year to 
cover those initial costs.  We’re very 
aware that Ghana is becoming more 
prosperous and some people in 
Ghana are doing very well, but 
unfortunately a lot of people in that 
position are living in the capital, or 
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leaving Ghana, so the prosperity 
doesn’t necessarily pass down and 
many people are becoming poorer.  
What we hope for the pupils at the 
school in the long term, is for them to 
be in a position to support their 
families and offer something to the 
town they’re in through the essential 
skills of maths and literacy, that some 
children will be able to run a little 
business, and that some of them will 
be able to go further, perhaps 
becoming a teacher or nurse.   

We have a couple of new projects: 
whilst we were there, we started 
designs for a new school uniform 
(previously they haven’t had a school 
logo on their uniform).  The teachers 
and children are very excited about 
this!  We also organised a fence to be 
put up around the school perimeter, so 
that when the children are playing, 
they aren’t at risk of stray dogs or 
chickens coming into their playground, 
which has implications for their health.  
It also means the kids are safer during 
break time.   

We rely on standing orders and one-
off donations, both of which are very 
welcome at any time, and we can 
promise that 100% goes to the school.   

Annie Sterck and Rosie Hunt 

EASTER FLOWERS 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The floral decoration of St. Mark’s this 
Easter was outstanding! Many thanks 

to Mary-Jane Ryder and her expert  
team. 
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New Testament 
stories of exorcism, 
healing and similar 
‘wonders’ have long 
been a treasure-
trove for scholars 
with imaginative 
minds, let alone 

preachers stuck with a miracle story in 
the gospel for the day.  So we 
welcomed Ian Wallis to guide us 
through this perplexing minefield.  
Evidence from canonical, apocryphal 
and secular sources overwhelmingly 
demonstrates that Jesus had a 
reputation for working wonders.  How 
do we explain these ‘violations of the 
natural law’?  There is the rational 
approach: Jesus did not walk on water, 
but on submerged logs.  Or did these 
stories parallel Old Testament miracles, 
and get added later to give Jesus 
credibility as the Messiah?  We may 
note the importance of the first-century 
context: most believed in miracles, 
demon possession and raising people 
from the dead, so such stories would be 
readily accepted.  Although the scientific 
mind seeks hard evidence, we should 
never forget that our current knowledge 
is provisional.  Can we yet explain 
consciousness, memory, the placebo 
effect, telepathy or reports of miraculous 
cures?  Crossan suggests that Jesus 
did not cure the illness but, by accepting 
the sufferer, Jesus restored him/her into 
the community.   

Compared with our present healthcare 
system, what did first-century 
healthcare look like?  Attitudes to the 
cause of illness and the relationship 
between sick and healer were quite 

different.  Physicians were viewed with 
suspicion, probably because there were 
so many self-styled healers making 
money out of the sick.  Illness was 
viewed as a breakdown in relationship 
with God through sin or with others 
through disorderly behaviour, so healing 
depended on repentance, forgiveness 
and amendment.  Individuals’ 
disordered behaviour was attributed to 
demon possession and treated by ritual 
exorcisms, which Jesus widely 
practised.   

There were many other healers 
contemporary with Jesus, so why was 
he exceptional and remembered?  
Anthropologists may throw some light 
on the question by distinguishing 
between illness and disease (as dis-
ease).  For example, in the case of HIV, 
society’s attitudes cause dis-ease in the 
way the illness and the patient are 
regarded.  Jesus’ healing ministry dealt 
with paralysis, blindness, deafness, 
speech dysfunction, leprosy, skin 
conditions, haemorrhages and demon 
possession.  Whereas others prayed to 
God for healing, Jesus used intimate 
personal encounter.  ‘Your faith has 
made you whole.’ ‘Go and sin no more.’ 
Today, some suggest that demon 
possession may be a response to 
internalised social oppression and may 
be put right by ritual exorcism.   

Whatever the nature of Jesus’ acts of 
healing and exorcism, it is clear that 
they so affected people’s lives that he 
was remembered for them – and 
healing and exorcism were continued in 
the early Church.   

 
Ian 

JESUS: HEALER & EXORCIST 
CRC Conference, 16 April, with Ian Wallis 
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Ian concluded that we must not be 
constrained by the way things appear, 
or expect divine intervention.  Instead, 
we should participate in a living 
experiment where, inspired by Jesus' 
kingdom vision and resourced by a faith 

community, we are put to work.  
Outcomes will depend on our 
relationships, expectations and 
personal investment.   

Robin Story

 

 
CAN RELIGION HELP ATHEISTS? 

 

I have been reading Alain de 
Botton’s book Religion for 
Atheists (which is in the Church 
Library).  The author sums up 
his message as follows:  

‘Many of the problems of the 
modern soul can 
successfully be addressed 
by solutions put forward by 
religions, once these 
solutions have been 
dislodged from the supernatural 
structure within which they were first 
conceived.’   

The author grew up in a committedly 
atheistic Jewish household and had a 
‘crisis of faithlessness’ when he was in 
his mid-twenties.  He did not waver in his 
atheism but was liberated by the thought 
that there might be a way to engage with 
religion without having to subscribe to its 
supernatural content.  He believes that 
secular society has been impoverished 
by the loss of an array of practices and 
themes which atheists reject because of 
their association with religion, such as 
‘morality’, sermons, the idea that art 
could have a message, pilgrimages, the 
building of temples and the practice of 
singing together.   

The book illustrates this thesis by looking 
at various aspects of religious life which 

the author believes will be 
valuable also to non-believers.  
For example, religions offer 
access to a community.  He 
describes how those attending 
a Catholic mass or Jewish 
ceremonial meal feel bonded 
together.  He suggests the 
creation of ‘Agape 
Restaurants’ where strangers 
might meet, helped by a Book 
of Agape which tells them to 

speak to each other for prescribed 
lengths of time on certain predetermined 
topics – in other words a kind of free 
liturgy.   

This may sound far-fetched but the book 
is full of interesting insights, so much so 
that it has been, according to its 
publishers, a ‘number one bestseller’.  I 
believe that it may appeal to some 
readers who are uneasy about 
traditional Church doctrines and worry 
about creeds which seem to reflect 4th 
Century ways of looking at the world.  At 
the same time, they value the practice of 
the Christian religion, the inspiration to 
be found in Jesus’ life, the coming 
together of the Church community, the 
teaching about love and compassion 
and so on.  Such people may find de 
Botton’s book helpful.   

David Price 
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COMMUNITIES OF THE QUR’AN 
 

My son Mark is working on a PhD on 
the Muslim Brotherhood at Rice 
University in Houston, Texas, and while 
I was visiting him in March his 
supervisor suggested that he should 
attend a conference there on 
‘Communities of the Qur’an’, so I asked 
him if he could ‘get me in’ – and he did.  
Unlike other interfaith gatherings I have 
attended, this was not a forum for 
discussion between followers of 
different religions, but a gathering 
where Muslims from different Islamic 
traditions discussed their views of the 
Qur’an in the presence of a few non-
Muslim observers, so it was a privilege 
to be there. 

The participants were (in alphabetical 
order) Ali Asani (a Kenyan Asian 
Isma’ili), Todd Lawson (a Canadian 
Bahai), Ahmed Mansour (an Egyptian 
reformist Muslim who has been 
granted asylum in the USA after being 
imprisoned in Egypt), Ingrid Mattson (a 
Canadian convert and follower of Sunni 
Islam), Aminah McCloud (an African-
American Muslim activist), Sajjad Rizvi 
(a British Shi’i Muslim of Indian 
descent), Mujeeb Ur Rahman (a 

Pakistani Ahmadi), and Amina Wadud 
(an African-American Muslim feminist) 
– so quite a mixed bunch, and most of 
them university professors in some 
branch of Islamic Studies.  The only 
voice that was clearly missing, 
regrettably though for obvious reasons, 
was that of jihadi extremism, and I 
don’t think there were any practising 
Sufis present either.  Among the dozen 
or so observers was Rabbi Reuven 
Firestone, author of a well-respected 
book on jihad.  Some of the 
participants are really famous in their 
fields and I was (probably sometimes 
literally) open-mouthed to be sitting 
with them. 

Discussions on the first morning 
centred around the place of the Qur’an 
in the various communities represented 
by the participants – how it is used in 
worship, how passages from it are 
interwoven in family life, how the 
apparent contradictions within it are 
resolved (or not) and how it is 
interpreted alongside the traditions of 
the Prophet, which are given almost 
equal status with the Qur’an by some 
but completely disregarded by others.  
The differences between the various 
approaches were stark and sometimes 
irreconcilable.  In the afternoon, 
questions of interpreting the Qur’an in 
the context of the modern world were 
addressed and again differences in 
attitudes and sensibilities were clear.  
Some expressed disillusion, for 
example, that racial equality, an 
essential value in Islam, is often not 
found within the Muslim community.   
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On the second day, specific passages 
of the Qur’an were discussed against 
the background of the question, ‘How 
true is the maxim that the Qur’an is 
valid for all times and places?’  Some 
believed that the Qur’an had to be 
followed at all costs, and so acceptable 
interpretations of the text had to be 
found, while others were convinced 
that if an Islamic text goes against 
basic human values, it should simply 
be discarded as a product of its 
seventh-century context.  Some 
participants bent over backwards to 
interpret texts about women, for 
example, in ways that made them 
acceptable in modern times, while 
others were frank about wanting to 
ditch such texts completely.  The 
atmosphere was sometimes electric!   

We had lunch together on both days 
and a buffet dinner on the first evening, 
so there was plenty of time for informal 
conversations.  Discussions were often 
quite intense and passionate but 
always courteous and it was clear that 
this exchange of opposing opinions 
was welcomed by everyone as a very 
rare opportunity.  It must surely be very 
unusual for Muslims from such a 
variety of traditions and nationalities to 
be cloistered together in face-to-face 

encounter – and even more unusual for 
them to meet in the presence of 
‘outsiders’, whom they warmly 
gathered in.  It certainly made clear 
how difficult it is to answer truthfully the 
question, ‘What do Muslims believe 
about X?’ if a response in one or two 
sentences is expected!   

The conference took place under the 
auspices of the Boniuk Institute for the 
Study and Advancement of Religious 
Tolerance, established by an 
ophthalmologist, Milton Boniuk, and his 
wife, with a multi-million-dollar 
endowment to Rice University, and he 
attended the conference.  Such 
philanthropy is amazingly 
commonplace in America and Dr 
Boniuk’s graciousness and humility 
were inspiring to behold.  I wonder how 
possible it would be for a group of 
Christian theologians with equally 
diverse views about the Bible to 
discuss their differences openly in the 
presence of some followers of other 
faiths, so that they too could discover 
how hard it is to answer the question, 
‘What do Christians believe about X?’  

Carol Rowe 
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DEVOLVING POWER TO SHEFFIELD 
 

‘The UK is Europe’s most centralised country apart from Albania.’ 

This is what Judith and I were told 
when we attended a recent seminar 
about the devolution deal which 
Sheffield City Region has reached 
with George Osborne.   

It is characteristically British that, 
instead of having a carefully worked 
out national extension of the powers 
of all local authorities, we have a 
piecemeal and pragmatic process of 
negotiation between Government and 
groups of local authorities, all 
proceeding at a different pace.  But I 
believe that our city bosses were right 
to obtain whatever devolved powers 
they could while they were on offer.  
As I recall from my time in Whitehall, 
not everyone there believes in 
devolution.  We were also told that, 
while Greater Manchester has had far 
more publicity (particularly because of 
the remarkable devolution of health), 
Sheffield City Region has won a good 
deal.   

The deal includes £900 million for 
new investment over 30 years, 
additional £30 million funding for 30 
years, national support for our 
Advanced Manufacturing District, 

control over bus networks 
and a degree of 
autonomy on employment 
and skills.  There was dis-
appointment that we had 
not got more control over 
housing and planning.   

As part of the bargain, we 
have to have a regional 
mayor, but much of the 
power will rest with the 
region’s ‘Combined 
Authority’, ie the leaders 
of the various Councils.  
When the necessary 
legislation has been 

enacted, there will be a mayoral 
election in May 2017.  At this point, I 
think the whole project will be at risk.  
At present, very few people in our 
‘region’ even know that the ‘region’ 
exists, let alone that its leaders have 
agreed devolution plans with George 
Osborne, who anyway is hardly ‘top of 
the pops’ among local people.  Will 
apathy, ignorance and mistrust of 
politicians lead to a very low turn-out, 
rather as we had for Police and Crime 
Commissioners?  Devolution is 
something we all need to discuss and 
get excited about before May, 2017.   

David Price 

 

 

The Sheffield City Region 
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BOOK REVIEW 
 

The Lost Narrative of Jesus by Peter Creswell, 
Christian Alternative Books, 2016 

 

New Testament scholars face a 
daunting task.  With no accounts 
written during Jesus’ life, no original 
surviving documents, a few fragments 
of text dated to some 200 years after 
the events and more complete copies 
from 100 years after that – all copied 
and amended by partial editors many 
times over – what hope of 
distinguishing history from the 
muddle?  At least we can admire the 
scholars for their persistence as new 
studies continue to appear.  

In this book, Peter Creswell examines 
two puzzles: the abrupt ending to 
Mark’s gospel and the position in 
chapter 9 of the story of the 
Transfiguration.  Is there any 
connection between these two?  He 
makes a convincing case that the 
Transfiguration story does not fit in its 
present context.  Instead, he proposes 
that this story fits in better as an 
ending to the gospel.  The question 
then arises: was this another post-
resurrection appearance of Jesus?  It 
bears mysterious features that might 
suggest it is.  If so, is it the missing 
ending of the earliest (and lost) version 
of Mark’s gospel?  Why was it ‘folded’ 
into chapter 9 before Matthew and 
Luke used Mark as one of their 
sources?  They both firmly place this 
story during Jesus’ ministry.   

The author rejects the idea that the 
Transfiguration is a post-resurrection 
appearance and argues instead that 

this was an historic event that 
occurred, probably on Mount Hermon, 
after the crucifixion when Jesus and 
some disciples returned to Galilee.  To 
support this hypothesis, Creswell 
makes a plausible case for Jesus 
being taken down from the cross alive.  
After recovering in a safe house from 
his ill treatment and wounds, he 
returns with Peter and Andrew to 
Galilee just as the young man in the 
tomb tells those looking for the body.  
The Mount Hermon meeting with two 
strangers was to arrange for an 
outlawed Jesus to escape to safety in 
Syria.   

The case for this hypothesis is well 
argued, but given the nature of the 
surviving documents, corroborating 
evidence is inevitably scarce.  
Although there is a deal of repetition 
throughout the book, it is intriguing and 
eminently readable.  

Robin Story 
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ST MARK’S CARETAKER 
 

 

The idea of a caretaker was first 
raised by the Revd Ian Wallis, who 
had identified a number of areas that 
needed attention – more than he 
was able to give.  During the week, 
the church tends to be used by a 
casual set of visitors who might use 
the toilets, or relax on the green, or 
who stop by hoping for some food 
and conversation.  Dealing with 
some of these callers became a 
much more immediate problem last 
year, when, after a number of thefts 
and acts of vandalism, the difficult 
decision was taken to close the 
church in the afternoons.  With Sue’s 
incumbency came a renewed effort 
to create a post that would take on 
the litter-picking duties, the 

maintenance of such a beautiful 
building, the handing out of tins of 
soup or cups of coffee, and the 
listening and chatting with callers 
who wanted the company as much 
as the food – and someone who 
could be a presence in church, 
providing a point-of-contact and 
quietly welcoming everyone who 
stopped by to have a sit and a think.  
After a formal selection process, I 
was lucky enough to be appointed to 
that role.   

Before my MA in English Lit, I 
worked in a glass merchant’s, where 
I made ornate mirrors and repaired 
the machines we used.  I’ve always 
done a lot of DIY because of this and 
have helped a number of St Mark’s 
people with odd jobs, including 
laying carpets, repairing roofs and 
doors, and I even once helped fit a 
kitchen!  I’ve been a member of St 
Mark’s for ten years, and have done 
a number of other jobs here: I’ve 
looked after the church during 
concerts and conferences, helped at 
funerals and weddings, and been a 
cleaner.  I also help at Soup Run, 
look after the sound desk on 
Sundays, and seem to end up up a 
tree at every Festival Garden Party!   

So I’ll be in church every weekday 
afternoon, cleaning and tidying.  If 
you spot anything that needs fixing, 
let me know and I’ll see what I can 
do.   

Tim Moore 
 

 

Tim Moore 
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WELCOME SARAH! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 

The following lay members were  elected at the Annual Meeting on Sunday 17 April: 

Sam Faulds, Rick Hughes, Jane Keeling, Sandra Newton, David Ryder, Jenny Ryder, 
Charles Stirling, Juliet Story, Briony Tayler, David Trickett, Chris Ware, Michael Waring, 
Jonathan Williamson, Kim Willis. 

The Churchwardens are Philip Booth and Sarah Moore. 

Our representatives on the Deanery Synod, Anne Padget and Cath Williamson, are ex 
officio members of the PCC. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Following her Installation as Associate Vicar on Thursday 21 April, The Revd. Sarah 
Colver cuts her welcoming cake. 
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  1 Sun Sixth Sunday of Easter  

    8.00am 
10.00am 
   
   
  5.30pm 
   
  6.00pm    
  8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist, with baptism of Chloe 
Jenkins, and Crèche & Godly Play 
(Preacher: Revd. Shan Rush) 
CRC Seminar & Library Evening: Is a 
Radical Church Possible? by Adrian Alker  
Lions (lounge) 
Night Service: Holy Communion 

  2 Mon    BANK HOLIDAY - Church closed 

  5 Thur 10.30am Ascension Day Communion Service 

  7 Sat 10.30am Knit & Natter 
 

  8 Sun Seventh Sunday of Easter 

    8.00am 
10.00am 
 
  8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist, with Crèche &  
Godly Play (Preacher: Revd. Sarah Colver) 
 Night Service: Celtic / Iona 

  9 Mon   7.30pm Faith & Justice Committee 

11 Wed   7.30pm Student & Young Adult Group 

12 Thur   8.00pm Home Donations Committee 
 

15 Sun Pentecost  

    8.00am 
10.00am 
12.15pm 
  5.30pm 
 
  6.00pm 
  8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
CTBB Parish Eucharist: All Age 
CTBB Shared Lunch 
Conversations with Marianne Borg  
& Diana Butler Bass (Upper Room) 
Lions (lounge) 
Night Service: Taizé 
 

22 Sun Trinity Sunday 

    8.00am 
10.00am 
 
  8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist, with Crèche & Godly 
Play (Preacher: Revd. Michael Bayley) 
Night Service: Themed 

25 Wed   7.30pm Student & Young Adult Group 
 

29 Sun Trinity 1 

    8.00am 
10.00am 
 
  8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist, with Crèche  
(Preacher: Revd. Sue Hammersley) 
Night Service: Themed 

30 Mon  BANK HOLIDAY - Church closed 

MAY HIGHLIGHTS 
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Messenger editorial team: Frances Gray, Carol Rowe, David 
Price, Dez Martin, John Bramley.  This issue was edited by 
Carol. 
 
The Editors welcome comments and suggestions, and invite 
contributions. Items should be submitted to the editor by 12th 

day of the month to be considered for the next edition.   
 
The next edition will be edited by Frances Gray: 
f.b.gray@sheffield.ac.uk  
 
When sending photographs for the Messenger, please send 
them separately from any text and ensure that they are 
JPEG.s, and preferably of a high resolution.  Many thanks.  
 
 

It should be noted that the Editors cannot guarantee to publish 
material and wish to point out that items included do not necessarily 
reflect their views or those of the Parochial Church Council. 

 

Concerts/ events this month 
 
  7th May: Sheffield University Medics' Orchestra 7.30pm 
  19th May: Organ Recital with Joseph Hutchinson 8.00pm 

Weekday Worship: 
 
Monday 9.00am: Holy Communion 
Wednesday 8.00am: Holy Communion 
Thursday 10.30am: Holy Communion 
Friday 5.00pm: Evening Prayer 
 

mailto:elliottkemp@isismedia.co.uk
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Vicar     Revd Sue Hammersley   266 0260 
sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Associate Vicar 
Revd Sarah Colver 
 

 
268 5716 
 

Pastoral Care Coordinators 
Briony Tayler 
Gill MacGregor 

 
235 0174 
266 1079 

Assistant Priest 
Revd Shan Rush 
 

 
07598156817 

 
Lunch Club 
Briony Tayler 

 
 
235 0174 

Lay Reader 
Anne Padget 
 

 
07736 527777 

Rosalind Rogerson 
 
Godly Play (up to Y6) 

268 1426 
 
266 3023 

Chaplain to Night Service 

Revd Liz Anson 
 

 
229 5478 

Sarah Armstrong 
 
Lions (Y7 and above) 

 
 
 

Children’s Outreach 
Worker 
Revd Tim Gregory 
 

 
288 4198 

Alice Newitt 
 
Safeguarding Children Officer 
Jane Keeling 

230 4586 
 
07708 098499 

Honorary Staff 
Revd Dr. Michael Bayley 
Revd Peter Fisher 

 
258 5248 
327 4718 

 
Safeguarding  Adults Officer 
Michelle Wattam 

 
 
268 0642 

Revd Dr. Mark Newitt 
Revd Canon Michael Page 
Revd John Wood 

230 4586 
266 3798 
266 5173 

 
Domestic Abuse Officer 
Helen Gregory 

 
 
288 4198 

 
Director of Music 
Mark McCombs 
 

 
music@stmarkssheffield. 

co.uk 

 
Sacristan 
David Armstrong 
 

 
 
 266 3023 

Churchwardens 
Philip Booth 
Sarah Moore 
 

 
255 0634 
233 1912 

Library Team 
Maureen Bownas 
Pauline Miller 
 

 
230 2757 
258 3678    

Caretaker 
Tim Moore 
 

 
233 1912 

Committees/ Chair: 
 
International 
Vacant 

 

Treasurer 
David Ryder (tbc) 
 

 
230 3242 

 
Faith & Justice 
Vacant 

 

Assistant Treasurer 
Judith Pitchforth 
 

 
230 7685 

 
Finance & Fabric 
Vacant 

 
 
 

PCC Secretary 
Kim Willis (tbc) 
 

 
258 3976 

 
Home Donations 
Vacant 

 
 

Transport Coordinator 
Briony Tayler 
 

 
235 0174 
 

 
CTBB Worker with Older People 
Claire Brooks 

 
ctbb546@ 
btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vicar normally has Tuesday off parish duties. 
The Associate Vicar normally has Friday off parish duties. 

The Assistant Priest normally has Saturday off parish duties. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN DAILY 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY FROM 9.00 AM TO 1.00 PM 

Church Administrator: Anne Padget 
TEL. 0114 266 3613 & 07736 527777 

Email: office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

Visit us on www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

WHO’S WHO 

mailto:sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
mailto:office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
http://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/

