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MEETING GOD IN MARK (AND IN ST MARK'S) 
 

John Schofield writes: 

The way we read the Bible can 
sometimes be less than helpful, 
especially if our engagement with it is 
mainly through the liturgy.  For the 
last fifteen years we have benefited 
from the continuous reading of 
books, especially the gospel, in the 
lectionary we follow at the Eucharist, 
but if there's a week – or sometimes 
much more – between occasions 
when we're in church, then we still 
don't get much of a sense of any 
particular biblical book as a whole.  
This doesn’t help us get a feeling for 
an individual gospel.   

Each gospel not only tells a story, the 
outlines of which are quite familiar to 
most regular churchgoers, but it tells 
it in a particular way and for a 
particular purpose.  This is what we 
miss if we never give attention to a 
Gospel as a whole.  I can still vividly 

remember the first time I read a 
single Gospel in one sitting.  It 
happened to be Mark’s Gospel, 
which has the merits of being not 
only the shortest but also, by 
common scholarly consent, the first 
one written.  The sense of 
immediacy, of secrecy, of surprise, 
and even of shock is still palpable 
even more than forty years later.  If 
you have a couple of hours in the 
next week or two, try reading Mark 
from 1.1 to 16.8, and see what you 
think.   

Doing this would not only be good in 
itself, but would help you get in the 
mood for this year's Lent Course.  
We will not be trying to read the 
whole of Mark over the course of the 
five weeks that the Lent Course lasts.  
But we will be listening to Mark, 
sharing in some insights of a great 
mind meditating on the meaning of 
Mark, and using the story Mark tells 
to make connections with the stories 
we tell of our own relationship to 
Jesus – the relationship which is, of 
course, at the heart of Mark’s Gospel 
and of our own following in the way of 
Jesus.   

A couple of years ago, Rowan 
Williams (the great mind in question) 
published a very short book, the main 
text of which is barely more than 70 
pages, called Meeting God in Mark.  
This is the book that we have used 
as the basis for this year’s course, 
also called Meeting God in Mark, 
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which once again is being shared 
with the Manor Parish, and in all 
probability will be used by St 
Andrew’s URC as well.   

The purpose of this year’s course 
isn't, however, simply to get into Mark 
from A to Z, or to try to fathom out 
who Mark was and from where he 
got his material.  No, it's something 
rather different (though we might 
learn something about these things 
along the way).  In the introduction to 
his book, Rowan William writes:  

Mark is challenging us not simply 
to read but to expose ourselves 
to a new and transforming 
relationship with the figure at the 
heart of his story.   

So that’s going to be our focus.  We 
shall examine that ‘relationship with 
the figure at the heart of the story’ for 
ourselves and in company with 
others.  This will help us to build up 
and strengthen our relationships with, 
knowledge of and ability to share with 
other members of St Mark's, with 
other followers of Jesus, as together 
we learn from that lion of a Gospel 
writer whose name our church bears.   

Writing about Jesus’ use of parables, 
Rowan Williams suggests that Jesus 
is saying to us:  

You know more than you realise 
about God; but the trouble is you 
look and look, and you don’t see, 
you listen and listen and you 
don’t understand.  But there it is, 
could you but grasp it.   

I think we all know more than we 
realise.  But whether we do or we 
don't, here’s an opportunity to stop 
looking but not seeing, to stop 
listening but not understanding, but 
rather to expose ourselves to 
transforming relationships both with 
the person at the heart of the Gospel 
and with the person next to us in the 
pew.  I hope that many of us will join 
in, because it promises to be 
engaging, communal, eye-opening 
and fun.   

Meetings start on Sunday, 14 February, and 
copies of the book can be purchased at a 
discount.  Please contact Anne Padget in 
the office for further details.   

 

PCC NEWS 

Associate Vicar – Rev’d Sarah 
Colver has been appointed as our 
new Associate Vicar. She will be 
joining us after Easter. 

Caretaker / Verger –  this new post 
will be advertised immediately, in the 
first instance only within St Mark’s. 

New Norms, New Beginning – This 
document from the Diocese outlines 
provision for parishes unable to 
accept women as priests or bishops 
and how we can ensure ‘mutual 
flourishing for all’.  Contact Sarah, Kim 
or Cath if you’re interested. 

CTBB Update – We are looking for 
someone to be part of the 
coordinating group for working with 
older people. Do let us know if you 
would like to be involved. 
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“Just how Islamic is the self-styled ‘Islamic State’? Who says so?”  This was the title 
of a talk by Dr Chris Hewer  at Millhouses Methodist Church in November(website 
www.chrishewer.org).He has worked  in Christian-Muslim relations since 1986, and 
was the Adviser on Inter-Faith Relations to the Bishop of Birmingham from 1999 to 
2005.  

Chris explained how, since the Ottoman Empire’s dismemberment after the First 
World War,   borders were defined by mainly British and French interests.  These  
often  ignored existing ethnic and religious divisions - contributing to the current 
situation . 

Moving on to the self-styled ‘Islamic State’ itself we discussed the range of their 
barbaric  actions .  A statement from the BBC  was helpful :  

  “IS members are jihadists who adhere to an extreme interpretation of Sunni Islam 
and consider themselves the only true believers. They hold that the rest of the world 
is made up of unbelievers who seek to destroy Islam,  justifying attacks against 
other Muslims and non-Muslims alike. IS members have justified such atrocities by 
citing the Koran and Hadith, but Muslims have denounced them.“ 

Chris pointed out that an important aim of “IS” is to create conflict and disorder   to 
precipitate a final battle with Christian forces at Dabiq . Dabiq is a small town in 
northern Syria, around six miles south of the Turkish border. It was the site of the 
battle of Marj Dabiq in 1516, where the Ottoman Empire decisively defeated the 
Mamluk Sultanate. In Islamic eschatology, Dabiq is considered a possible location 
for an epic battle between invading Christians and defending Muslims  - resulting in 
a Muslim victory and  the beginning of the end of the world. ‘IS’ named their online 
magazine after it.  (Some US “rapturists” are also avid for a final battle - at  Megiddo 
or ‘Armageddon.’)  In IS eyes, Western reactions to their atrocities play into their 
hands and advance their cause.  The UK decision to bomb in Syria could be 
counter-productive for the West as demonstrative of arrogant imperialism  

Chris pointed out that the question whether “IS” is truly Islamic has in Sunni Islam 
been resolved by Muslim scholars.  He cited an Open Letter by scholars in the 
ancient University of  Al-Azhar in Cairo,  now signed by 126 leading Sunni Muslim 
scholars worldwide  . (Full Text: www. lettertobaghdadi.com )They point out clearly 
that the actions of “IS” totally contradict the teachings of the Qur’an and Hadith, and 
as such  in effect insult  Allah. Their “executive summary” (next page) lists the many 
ways   “IS” and Al-Baghdadi act in contradiction to the tenets of Islam. As with many 
mainstream Muslim voices, this censure from within Islam is not widely known, but it 
gives valuable information when in discussion about the Middle East, or if you need 
to contradict strident claims that Islam is a violent religion and that refugees are 
budding terrorists; it should be more widely shared. 

Michael Miller 

IS THE SELF-STYLED ‘ISLAMIC STATE’ ACTUALLY 
ISLAMIC? 
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To Dr Ibrahim Awwad Al-Badri, alias 'Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi’ 
Open Letter dated 19 September 2014. 
To the fighters and followers of the self-declared 'Islamic State’ 

Executive Summary 
1- It is forbidden in Islam to issue fatwas without all the necessary learning requirements.  
Even then fatwas must follow Islamic legal theory as defined in the Classical texts.  It is 
also forbidden to cite a portion of a verse from the Qur'an – or part of a verse – to derive 
a ruling without looking at everything that the Qur'an and Hadith teach related to that 
matter.  In other words, there are strict subjective and objective prerequisites for fatwas, 
and one cannot 'cherry-pick' Qur'anic verses for legal arguments without considering the 
entire Qur'an and Hadith.   
2- It is forbidden in Islam to issue legal rulings about anything without mastery of the 
Arabic language.   
3- It is forbidden in Islam to oversimplify Shari'ah matters and ignore established Islamic 
sciences.   
4- It is permissible in Islam [for scholars] to differ on any matter, except those 
fundamentals of religion that all Muslims must know.   
5- It is forbidden in Islam to ignore the reality of contemporary times when deriving legal 
rulings.   
6- It is forbidden in Islam to kill the innocent.   
7- It is forbidden in Islam to kill emissaries, ambassadors, and diplomats; hence it is 
forbidden to kill journalists and aid workers.   
8- Jihad in Islam is defensive war.  It is not permissible without the right cause, the right 
purpose and without the right rules of conduct.   
9- It is forbidden in Islam to declare a person non-Muslim unless he (or she) openly 
declares disbelief.   
10- It is forbidden in Islam to harm or mistreat – in any way – Christians or any 'People of 
the Scripture'.   
11- It is obligatory to consider Yazidis as People of the Scripture.   
12-The re-introduction of slavery is forbidden in Islam.  It was abolished by universal 
consensus.   
13- It is forbidden in Islam to force people to convert.   
14- It is forbidden in Islam to deny women their rights.   
15- It is forbidden in Islam to deny children their rights.   
16- It is forbidden in Islam to enact legal punishments (hudud) without following the 
correct procedures that ensure justice and mercy.   
17- It is forbidden in Islam to torture people.   
18- It is forbidden in Islam to disfigure the dead.   
19- It is forbidden in Islam to attribute evil acts to God.   
20- It is forbidden in Islam to destroy the graves and shrines of Prophets and 
Companions.   
21- Armed insurrection is forbidden in Islam for any reason other than clear disbelief by 
the ruler and not allowing people to pray.   
22-It is forbidden in Islam to declare a caliphate without consensus from all Muslims.   
23- Loyalty to one's nation is permissible in Islam.   
24- After the death of the Prophet, Islam does not require anyone to emigrate anywhere.  
  



6 

 

BOOK:  

CRANKY, BEAUTIFUL FAITH 
by Nadia Bolz-Weber 

I found this a wonderful and inspiring 

book.  Nadia Bolz-Weber tells the 
reader about her faith journey which 
led to her eventually becoming a 
Pastor.  She does not hide her past 
or her human frailties but hears God 
through the mess of her life and turns 
to him.   

Her journey shows how her life 
changes because of her faith, but it 
also shows how important her past is 
and that it gives her the skills and 
abilities needed to bring together a 
diverse congregation.   

Also, she is a fan of Marcus Borg!   

I would recommend this to anyone 
who has not led a perfect life and is 
on their own faith journey – so that’s 
probably all of us!   

Kim Willis 
 

FILM:  

HE NAMED ME MALALA, directed 
by Davis Guggenheim (87 mins) 

 

This is a truly inspiring film – see it if 
you can.  As well as recounting her 
history, it tells the story of why her 
father called her Malala, shows her 
father in action as a teacher and 
speaker, and has lovely scenes of 
family life with her younger brothers.  
It shows her discussing her favourite 
books, casually saying that Stephen 
Hawking’s Brief History of Time was 
difficult so she had to read it several 
times!  It thus helps give an 
understanding of her background 
and the circumstances that have 
helped make her the person she is.  
What seems amazing to me is how 
self-possessed and unspoilt Malala 
Yousafzai is, particularly in the light 
of her global fame and adulation.  

 

Nadia Bolz-Weber 

 

Malala Yousafzai 

REVIEWS 
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And really impressive is her utter 
commitment to furthering the cause 
of education for all, and especially 
for equal access for girls.  It gives 
hope for the future when young 
women like her take voice to strive to 
make the world a better place.  The 
film unavoidably has distressing 
scenes of her after the attempted 
assassination by the Taliban and of 
her therapy thereafter, so do take a 
hankie when you see it.   

Michael Miller 
 

PLAY:  

TALK TO THE FUTURE 
 

The European refugee 
crisis has baffled the 
most subtle and 
resourceful of Europe’s 
politicians.  Our own 
Government seems to 
think that it has nothing to 
do with them.  At St 
Mark’s, we have shared 
in the general bafflement 
and impotent guilt at such 
an alarming development 
in our continent.  We held 
a meeting about the crisis and, while 
there were constructive thoughts 
and ideas, overall we found it difficult 
to come up with convincing ways 
forward.   

Frances Gray had the original idea 
of writing and producing a play in 
order to provide an interpretation of 
what the crisis was all about.  On 29 
November this play was performed 
in the Upper Room as an extended 

play reading.  Instead of setting the 
play in modern Syria or Afghanistan, 
Frances set it in ancient Greece and 
drew on a speech by a litigious 
Athenian  called Apollodorus which 
has come down to us.  The speech 
was originally delivered as part of a 
court case in Athens in which 
Apollodorus attacked a fellow 
Athenian called Stephanos for 
concealing the fact that his partner, 
Neaera, was in fact a runaway slave 
and an illegal immigrant into Athens.   

Frances’ play elaborated on this 
story. She showed how Neaera 
(played by Frances herself) had as a 
child lost her parents in war and 

found refuge in a brothel in Corinth, 
which ensured her survival.  
However, it also turned her into a 
sex slave, at the mercy of brutal 
young men like Phrynion (played by 
Anne Padget).  She ran away from 
Phrynion when he was in a drunken 
stupor.  She eventually fell in love 
with Stephanos (played by John 
Schofield) who brought her to 
Athens.  In Athens, Stephanos made 
the mistake of alienating his fellow 

 

Greek Chorus 

REVIEWS 
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citizen Apollodorus (played by 
Charles Stirling).  The latter re-
taliated by challenging  Stephanos’ 
relationship with Neaera in the 
courts.  We do not know the real 
outcome of the case, but Frances’ 
guess was that Stephanos and 
Neaera might have fled from Athens 
to find a safe refuge elsewhere, 
much as modern migrants flee into 
Europe.   

The story worked well as a 
commentary on refugee and 
migration problems.  Conflict today 
all too often turns children into 
orphans and even into sex slaves. 
States have arbitrary rules about 
who is a citizen and asylum seekers 
can experience years of uncertainty 
while a decision is reached. Illegal 
immigrants lurk in the shadows 
hoping that they will not be spotted.  
The play reading format worked very 
well – with some truly dramatic 
acting.  There was a chorus to 
provide a much needed ‘voice of 
common sense’ and of compassion.  
This was a memorable evening for 
all who were there, whether as 
actors or audience, and it ended with 
a very tasty shared meal.   

Watch out for another performance – 
the cast have been invited to 
perform for Amnesty International on 
April 13 at the Quaker Meeting 
House, 7.30.  Not too late to join the 
chorus!   

David Price  
 
 
 

FILM: 

STAR WARS: THE FORCE 
AWAKENS 

I never expected to be quite so 
excited, but as the day started to 
arrive I could feel the thrill growing.  
As I sat in the cinema and saw those 
immortal words, ‘A long time ago, in a 
galaxy far, far away...’ I prepared 
myself for what I hoped would be the 
next great chapter in the story.  I am 
a child of the Star Wars generation.  
Born in 1978, I cannot remember a 
pre-Star Wars time and a lot of my 
childhood was influenced by the 
adventure, the romance, and the 
deep messages that are in that 
timeless journey told so well with 
those wonderful characters.   

For me, the excitement was that we 
got to see what happened next to 
those characters we left at the end of 
Return of the Jedi.  I was intrigued to 
know how J J Abrams - the director 
of this new instalment – was going to 
develop a story that had apparently 
such a happy ending: the fall of an 
oppressive and twisted empire and 
the redemption of a man who had 
become for many the manifestation 
of evil.  Where now?   

The Force Awakens asks many more 
questions than it answers.  It feels 
like the prologue to the next 
adventure.  It is clearly a return to the 
old feel of Star Wars.  Gone is the 
over indulgence of CGI and any hint 
of a creature in any way resembling 
Jar Jar Binks!  The old cast are back 
with some great new faces.  A young 
person, Rey, from a desert planet, 

REVIEWS 
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becomes involves in the Rebel 
cause, discovering her abilities in the 
way of the Force throughout.  We 
have characters that accompany her, 
such as Finn, who, like Han Solo, 
becomes involved a little reluctantly.  
All the new characters make a great 
impression.  Rey and Finn in 
particular carry the movie very well 
and leave you confident they can 
continue the story.   

But what of our familiar faces?  
Without a doubt, the biggest thrills for 
me were when I saw references back 
to the old movies.  Sometimes, a 
sound or a small creature in the 
corner of the screen left you awash 
with nostalgia.  The first time the 
camera pans around to see the 
Millennium Falcon, and that moment 
when Han and Chewbacca, having 
found their stolen ship, appear:  
‘Chewy, we’re home.’  Then the 
meeting of Han and Leia, separated 
for years through the tragedy of their 
son.  And Luke – indeed, where is 
Luke?  More of that later.   

But by now, you will most likely be 
aware of the biggest shock of the 
whole thing: the death of Han Solo!  
For many of my generation, a hero, a 
first crush, a truly significant figure.  
But is it the right thing for the story?  
Star Wars has to have a villain, and 
after the death of the Emperor and 
Darth Vader, where was this villain 
going to come from?  And here 
comes the tragedy.  This set of latest 
films will not just be the journey of 
good over evil, but the journey of a 
man whose desire is to go over to the 

Dark Side, even against his own 
conscience.  And that man is Ben 
Solo, the son of Han and Leia.  Once 
a student of Luke’s, he now is under 
the tutelage of Snoke, a creature we 
know very little about, and has 
become another masked villain now 
named Kylo Ren.  This tragedy is the 
heartbreak of Han and Leia, forcing 
them apart, and at the root of the 
disappearance of Luke.   

I have to confess that I saw the 
moment coming.  Han wants to bring 
his son back home.  But Ben knows 
that the next step towards the Dark 
Side will mean killing his own father.  
This inevitability reminiscent of Greek 
tragedy made the moment no less 
distressing, and the impact lasted far 
longer than my time in the cinema.  
Acted and directed brilliantly, and for 
fellow Star Wars fans this deeply felt 
reaction will be understood.   

Quite frankly, this is a great movie.  
Familiar enough for those old timers 
like me, but brave enough in its 
dramatic decisions and fresh enough 
in its development of new characters 
to be truly satisfying for fans old and 
new.  Highly recommended.   

Anne Padget 

 

REVIEWS 
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CUTTING THE CARBON: 
Real-life experiences from St Mark’s congregation 

 

In 2009 as a response to climate 
change, a group of households from 
St Mark’s started our Carbon 
Reduction Action Group (CRAG).  
The aim was to reduce the 
greenhouse gas emissions most 
directly under our personal control – 
that is, the fuels used at home and 
in travel.  The strategy was to ‘go for 
the big numbers’ by starting with 
changes that would make the most 
difference.  To help members see 
what was going on, we have 
recorded our use of transport and 
home fuel every month. 

The group provides non-judgmental 
support and practical advice.  In that 
spirit, this article is intended as the 
first in a series sharing the group 
members’ experiences.  As 
Messenger articles are posted 
online, the households will have 
pseudonyms.  So we start with: 

Household A 

Household A are a retired married 
couple who live in a 1906 solid-
walled detached house in a 
conservation area.  The house is on 
4 floors: cellar, ground floor, first 
floor and lived-in attic.   

They made the biggest changes to 
their household carbon footprint 
before the CRAG started, with a 
major overhaul of their gas central 
heating system that decreased their 
gas usage by approximately 40%.  

The old boiler was replaced by a 
modern condensing boiler.  More 
control over the system was created 
by fitting thermostatic valves to the 
radiators, and having three separate 
circuits for the central heating.   

Once the big increases in efficiency 
had been made, the next step was 
to cut gas use by turning down the 
central heating thermostat in the 
hallway to 16 degrees centigrade.  
This proved the biggest challenge 
as different members of the family 
and their guests of different 
generations felt the cold to varying 
degrees.   

The household have kept their gas 
use more or less under control 
(except when the younger 
generations come to stay) by 
concentrating on keeping the people 
comfortable, rather than turning up 
or turning on the central heating. 
Useful tools were a couple of 
thermometers in the most used 
rooms of the house, which are kept 
at 20 degrees by judicious use of 
the radiator thermostats and a 
balanced-flue gas fire in the living-
room.  Other measures which help 
keep people comfortable are under-
floor insulation and replacing failed 
double glazing in the living-room, 
replacing a draughty side door, 
replacing a totally uninsulated bay 
window in the dining-room, a heavy 
curtain across the front door, and 
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secondary glazing, which, as well as 
retaining heat, also cuts down 
draughts.   

These changes were partly 
informed by advice from South 
Yorkshire Energy Centre at Heeley 
City Farm, and from a friend who 
had a similar property.  Visiting 
other houses with energy-saving 
adaptations also helped to clarify 
which changes would or would not 
work.   

16 photovoltaic solar panels on the 
roof generate approximately the 
same amount of electricity as the 
household uses, including their use 
of electric puffer heaters to warm up 
individual rooms quickly, for 
example the bedroom for a short 
time while going to bed when the 
central heating is not on.   

Family A has been supported and 
encouraged by other members of 
the CRAG to keep focused on the 
‘big numbers’ and not worry unduly 
about smaller issues.  For example, 
the occasional long-distance 
journey had far more impact than 

their local bus travel which they now 
estimate on the basis of previous 
years.  Also, for those who are not 
mathematically minded, being able 
to track their emissions via the 
graphs supplied by the CRAG was 
very helpful.  Ultimately, the biggest 
motivator was feeling that they were 
maintaining their personal integrity, 
not just talking about it.   

Rachel Hand 
 

 
AN UNEQUAL SOCIETY:  
What must Christians do? 

 
The Progressive Christianity 
Network (PCN) will hold its Spring 
Conference on Saturday, 12 March, 
2016 at 10.30 am at Mill Hill 
Unitarian Chapel, City Square, 
Leeds, LS1 5EB (2 minutes’ walk 
from Leeds Railway Station).   

The day will be led by Richard 
Harris, Professor of Social 
Geography, Bristol University.  All 
who are concerned at the growing 
inequality in our society are invited.  
There will be many opportunities for 
sharing experiences and ideas for 
action.   

For further details contact: Adrian 
Alker, Tel: 07595 249791; email: 
adrian.alker@pcnbritain.org.uk 
Cost: £12 (£10 PCN and CRC 
members).  On-line bookings at: 
http://www.pcnbritain.org.uk/events/
detail/an_unequal_society . 

 

 

New Boiler in Cellar 

mailto:adrian.alker@pcnbritain.org.uk
http://www.pcnbritain.org.uk/events/detail/an_unequal_society
http://www.pcnbritain.org.uk/events/detail/an_unequal_society
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CHRISTMAS IN BWINDI 
 

Happy New Year from Uganda!  I 
hope you all enjoyed a peaceful 
advent and a Happy Christmas.  
Christmas here was very different but 
enjoyable.  Lots of family and friends, 
including a number of St Mark’s 
friends, sent me parcels, which was 
very thoughtful – thanks very much!   

We had a hospital celebration on the 
Friday before Christmas.  We had a 
carol service at the nursing school 
which the Bishop attended.  He gave 
an interesting sermon about how he 
used to be addicted to alcohol and 
cannabis, and blessed the new 
nursing school bus.  This was 
followed by lots of food, music and 
dancing, which was fun.   

On the Sunday before Christmas, the 
hospital chapel choir that I sing with 
were invited to the Cathedral to sing 
carols.  We drove along the dusty 
hilly roads in the new nursing school 

bus, practising carols as we drove.  
We arrived just as the service had 
started so had to set up, tune the 
guitars, etc, during the service – but 
apparently last year they came 
halfway through the service so this 
was an improvement!  There is 
always a lot of dancing during the 

offering and 
thanksgiving part of 
services.  The 
Cathedral was full 
with around 200 
people; groups of 
people went up, put 
their offerings in a 
basket and then 
danced till the song 
changed.  Our choir 
went up near the 
end, and there was a 
slightly surreal 
moment where the 

Bishop held my hand as I danced up 
the aisle.   

On Christmas Eve we hosted a party 
at the hospital guest house for all the 
staff who had not managed to go 
home for Christmas.  Most staff are 
young and don’t have families here, 
so it was nice to celebrate together 
and do something to thank everyone 
for welcoming us to the community.  
On Christmas Day we had a service 
in the hospital chapel for staff and 
patients.  We then spent most of the 
day cooking lunch and dinner for 
friends.   

 

Blessing the Bus 
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On New Year’s Eve some of the 
hospital staff were invited to the 
Ugandan Wildlife Authority in the 
National Park, so I spent the 
beginning of the New Year in the 
Bwindi Impenetrable Forest!  Luckily 
we got to the party late after most of 
the speeches were over (a Ugandan 
party or wedding always has to 
include lots of speeches) and were 
just in time for the food and dancing.  
There was a dance competition 
between different community groups 
– the lodges, porters, guides, craft 
shop owners, the hospital, etc.  We 
came a respectable 5th out of 15, not 
sure my dance moves helped!   

Ceri Gallivan 
 

SNOWDROPS FOR 
CANDLEMAS… 

You worked out why this month’s 
edition has snowdrops on the cover. 
Mary’s flower, for Mary’s day –  
Candlemas, on 2 February.   Mary’s 
flower, because it’s a symbol of hope 
in a dark time.  There is an ancient 
Christian legend which explains 
why…. 

Gabriel paid more than one visit to 
Eden after the Fall.  Not because 
Adam or Eve tried to get back into 
the Garden – they were too afraid.  
But they couldn’t bring themselves to 
go anywhere else. They hung sadly 
around the barred gates, unable to  
make up their minds to move on. 

“You must go”, he said gently.  “You 
have a whole earth to choose from.  
Find your place in it.” 

They couldn’t move.  They gazed at 
him like dumb beasts. 

Snow began to fall.  Gabriel stretched 
out a hand and caught the flakes.  
They were   beautiful.  And cold.  
Nothing to trouble an angel, but hard 
on humans in pain and trouble.  He 
breathed on his handful of snow.  As 
his breath touched the crystals, they 
became three-petalled flowers.  
Gently, he gave them to Eve.  “A sign 
of hope,” he said, “for you and all of 
your children.”  

Frances Gray 

 

 

 

After Carols 
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ABUNDANCE AT ST MARK’S – TURNS TO CHUTNEY MAKING 
 

There will be an early spring this year 
– or will there?  The pessimists 
among us say the ice and snow are 
just around the corner, just ready to 
squash and freeze the bulb plants 
already in leaf, some in flower.  
Whatever happens, they will survive 
and also very soon we shall be 
treated to the first show of blossom 
on the early cherry tree in our new St 
Mark’s Green orchard.   

Of course we all know that it will be 
many years until our six fruit trees 
bear enough fruit to harvest in 
abundance.  Last autumn though we 
did enjoy chutney-making workshops 
in the lounge and kitchen producing 
many jars of fabulous preserves and 
a little brandy mincemeat and 
Christmas puddings.  The apples we 
used were those left over from the 
Abundance project harvesting local 
trees to distribute fruit for free in the 
locality.   

When Abundance first started as a 
branch of Grow Sheffield in 2007, 
faced with quite a lot of imperfect 

cooking apples that we didn’t want to 
relegate to the compost heap, 
someone had a bright idea to make 
chutney from it!  At first a few jars 
were made by a few harvesters 
sitting around a large kitchen table in 
Sharrow.  We tried many recipes but 
very soon plumped for just one which 
is now always used for the bulk of our 
free workshops.  The chutney has 
become quite famous in the City and 
is delicious – not too sweet, not too 
tart – great with cheese or meat.  
Some of us just eat it out of the jar 
we love it so much!   

Here is the recipe.  It is of course 

eminently adaptable – for instance, 
add garlic, chillies, more spice, more 
sugar.   

Vanessa Senger 

If you would like more Abundance recipes 
for preserves and cordials please contact 
Grow Sheffield at grow@growsheffield.com 
or on 07508 269388.  

 

Chutney Girls 

 

Many Jars 

mailto:grow@growsheffield.com
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Abundance Big Batch Apple 
Chutney 

This makes about 15-20 jars – just 
apportion the ingredients to make 
less 
 

5kg (10lb) apples - cored, peeled, 
diced into 25mm (1 inch) chunks 
1.5kg (3.5lb) onions 
2L (5pts) vinegar (preferably cider 
vinegar) 
1.5kg brown sugar (3.5lb) (use less 
sugar if apples are sweet) 
5 tsp mixed spice 
5 tsp ground ginger 
1.125kg (2.5lb) sultanas 
3 tsp salt 
 

Cook the onions until soft in the 
vinegar, then add everything other 
than the sugar, cooking until fairly 
soft (it's good to have some apple 
chunks left whole) then add the 
sugar and simmer down until 
desired consistency.  This should 
make a thick mixture and the stirring 
spoon should leave a good divide 
when drawn across the bottom of 
the pan.  This can take a while – up 
to one hour – so constant stirring is 
required to prevent sticking and 
burning.   

Pour into sterilised glass jars with 
metal lids.  To sterilise your jars put 
the lids and jars, ladle and metal 
jam funnel if you have one into the 
oven at 110 degrees C and leave 
for at least 15 minutes.  As the 
chutney cools down, this should pull 
in the middle button on the lid which 
creates a vacuum seal.   
 

A MESSSAGE FROM JIM 
COWLEY AT BROOMHALL 

 
A Happy New Year to you all!  
Following the successful publication 
of Broomhall News, Issue 114 in 
December, Issue 115 will be coming 
out in the second week of February.  
The deadline for contributions is 
Tuesday, 26 January.  Please let us 
have anything you would like us to 
print, whether it's a news item, an 
article, a comment, a photo, a notice 
about a forthcoming event, a course, 
or anything else you think is of 
interest to readers in Broomhall.  
Notices for one-off events should be 
for those happening from 12 
February to the middle of April.  The 
email address for contributions is 
broomhallnews@yahoo.co.uk . 

A second volunteer editor would still 
be a very welcome addition to our 
team.  Alone, I cannot offer regular 
bi-monthly publication throughout the 
year.  If you are interested in knowing 
more about what the role involves (or 
you know somebody who might be), 
please get in touch to find out more.   

 

Broomhall Centre 

mailto:broomhallnews@yahoo.co.uk
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‘IN THE WORLD OF MULES THERE ARE NO RULES*’ 
 

Melchem is a 
longstanding, isolated 
clinic that hasn’t had a 
GP visit for over 2 
years.  Flying in Nepal 
has problems – not 
least the fuel shortage 
created by the current 
Indian blockade.  Our 
nurses, Phase’s 
agricultural worker and 
I waited a day for a 
plane to Simikot and 
flew out leaving our 
medicine to follow.  
From Simikot, 
Melchem is a 3-day 
clifftop walk.  The last 
day ends with a 5-hour uphill walk 
through forests and natural springs – 
a stunningly beautiful area, smelling 
of pine and looking out to snow-
capped peaks.   

Among the usual pneumonia, dirty 
lacerations and child malnutrition, our 
isolation was reinforced by the arrival 

of an old man carried 
by stretcher for 3 days 
with a fractured femur.  
He was given pain 
relief, splinted to the 
best of our ability, and 
the bearers went on to 
Simikot where there is 
X-ray.  Next day our 
medicine arrived by 
mule train.  The mules 
roamed free as we 
unpacked and 
stacked.   

Our third day started 
with a teenage boy 
who had fallen a week 

ago from a great height – infected 
lacerations, bruises, a possible 
broken ankle but, most worrying, a 
possible ruptured spleen.  He and his 
family insisted they would take him 
back to school to sit his exams.  It 
took some persuasion that delay 
might cost his life; reluctantly they 
carried him down the hill towards 
Simikot.   

We were planning a teaching session.  
But I found our senior nurse collapsed 
with a torrential nosebleed – kicked in 
the face by a mule.  She had deep 
lacerations and the only suture we 
had was unsuitable (so are my 
surgical skills for such a pretty face).  
Luckily we had a rare patch of 
network coverage to phone the 
Kathmandu office and managed to 
arrange a helicopter, paid for by 
Phase.  (She has healed beautifully.) 

 

Melchem 

 

Mules Unloading 
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Back in KTM, I moved 
on to Kashigaun in 
the Gorkha region, a 
day’s truck ride and a 
2-day walk, 
accompanying our 
medical supplies for 
the 3 clinics on that 
side of the valley 
(delayed – the 
blockade again).  The 
village is a mix of 
buildings that survived 
the earthquake, tin 
shacks, tents and 
new builds.  Life is 
harsh.  It was cold 
living in a zinc sheet 
construction, the only 
warmth our cooking 
fire.  Fortunately the 
Health Post survived 
the earthquake and is 
near a reliable water source.  Phase 
staff back the government Assistant 
Medical Officers 3 days a week and 
spend 3 community visiting.  We were 
busy in the evenings – work takes 
precedence over health.  The World 
Food Programme had a distribution 
day just before I left.  I was amazed to 
see 90kg carried on the back of 
stocky Nepali dads with a baby on 
top!  UNICEF planned a distribution of 
clothes the following week – vital for 
the children.  I was worried for many 
of them, who would have been 
hospitalised in the UK.   

Back to the unpredictable mules.  A 
train of them released from the day’s 
labours wandered up for a drink from 
our tap.  A couple sauntered past our 

shack, one taking a bite 
out of a tasty bar of 
soap lying on the 
ground.  When the 
other picked up the 
whole bar and the pink 
plastic soap dish, I gave 
chase.  The small boy 
in charge joined in, but 
was effortlessly tossed 
to the ground.  He 
picked himself up, 
laughing, and followed 
their trail of devastation 
across several 
vegetable gardens.  I 
gave up.  I wandered 
further up the hill and 
found myself outside a 
house where I 
recognised the mother 
of a child we had seen 
the previous night with 

pneumonia.  I was invited in for tea.  
James was playing with his sister, 
much recovered.  Not a Nepali name, 
I thought, and found there is a 
Christian community in Kashigaun, 
with a new church where they meet 
for prayers.   

Nepali villagers struggle with 
immense difficulties.  The baby in the 
picture is very special, born during the 
first earthquake.  Despite the lack of 
facilities our nurses do a brilliant job.  I 
still have something to teach them, 
which justifies our GP programme, 
but they have plenty to teach me.   

Dilys Noble 

(* Ogden Nash) 

 

A Special Baby 

 

Kashiguan Kitchen 
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ON THE TRAIL OF SAINT VALENTINE… 
 

It’s difficult to warm to a 
saint who has generated 
so many anxieties.  
There’s the ‘Supposing 
nobody sends me a 
card?’ anxiety, and the ‘I 
really wish I hadn’t sent 
that card to him/her – 
they’re sure to guess it 
was me’ anxiety – not to 
mention ‘I don’t really want to be at 
this restaurant eating this overpriced 
dinner with a lot of other couples 
looking really uncomfortable and 
anyway we can’t really afford it…’  I 
feel a ‘Bah, humbug’ coming on…   

It isn’t Valentine’s fault.  When the 
Emperor Claudius decided that 
married men made worse soldiers 
and outlawed marriage for the young, 
Valentine conducted some illegal 
ceremonies and got beheaded for it.  
The story that he fell in love with the 
jailer’s daughter and sent her a note 
‘From your Valentine’ is a bit of fancy 
decoration on the story.  (A dash of 
The Wind in the Willows, even.)  But 
he did make a stand for personal 
freedom rather than boosting the 
profits of W H Smith’s card section.   

If you go to the Church of the Blessed 
St John Duns Scotus in Glasgow’s 
Gorbals, you will find a gold casket 
marked ‘Corpus Valentini Martyris’ – 
the body of St Valentine, martyr. 

Apparently the relics of the saint were 
the private property of a wealthy 
French family.  In the nineteenth 

century they started to 
die out and thought that 
they should make sure 
their saint ended up in a 
good home.  They heard 
of a new Franciscan 
Friary being built in 
Glasgow and sent the 
casket there.  It then 
made its way to the 

Church of Saint Francis in 
Cumberland Street in the 1860s 
before moving round the corner to St 
John Duns Scotus in 1999.   

Around February 14, the friars at St 
John Duns Scotus decorate the 
casket with flowers.  They offer up a 
special prayer for people in love and 
also one for ‘those experiencing 
separation or breakdown.’   

St V has inspired a number of 
‘Glasgow, City of Love’ festivals – 
attractions have ranged from jazz to a 
ride on the Big Wheel or the ‘Love 
Blast’ (no, me neither).   

So perhaps the image of a patron 
saint of heart-shaped boxes of tooth-
rotting chocolates and anxious waits 
for the postman needs to change.  
How about a saint presiding over one 
of the poorest districts in the UK 
through its toughest time?  A saint to 
consult about break-ups as well as 
romance?  One who knows his way 
around a shipyard?  Maybe even a 
Billy Connolly fan?   

Frances Gray 

 

St Valentine Reliquary 
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FROGS BEING SLOWLY BOILED ALIVE? 
 

Around Christmas you may have 
read of political events in Hungary 
and Poland but not realised they 
have resonances in the UK.  In 
Hungary in 2015, led by Viktor 
Orbán's right-wing government, 
Fidesz have carried out legislative 
changes that have centralised 
political authority, tamed the 
judiciary, and denied opposition 
parties control of state institutions.  
In Poland the recently elected PiS-
led government has passed a law 
that curbs the power of the 
constitutional tribunal to issue 
rulings and block legislation, 
virtually eliminating the court as a 
check on the power of the 
government.  Moreover political 
appointees can be made to the 
highest levels of their civil service, 
and public service broadcasting is 
now directly subordinate to the 
government.  These changes thus 
pave the way for more autocratic 
rule free from legal and democratic 
checks.  But have you noticed that 
changes in the same direction are 
being slyly and subtly introduced in 
the UK?   

The reduction in access to legal aid, 
introduction of court charges and 
increased costs of going to an 
industrial tribunal all reduce the 
ability of the less well-off to seek 
legal redress.  There are also 
restrictions on judicial review to 
challenge legislation, moves to 
reduce human rights protections, to 

curb freedom of information 
requests, reductions in Short money 
to political parties (which helps fund 
smaller and opposition parties), and 
proposed electoral boundary 
changes which will reduce the 
number of constituencies but give a 
potential 15-seat boost to the party 
currently in power.  We have also 
seen legislation to restrict 
campaigning by charities and 
hamstring trade unions, and there 
are rumblings of plans to remove 
the public service remit of Channel 
4 and to shackle the BBC.  Over 
and above this, the government is 
trying to extend its powers of 
surveillance via the ‘snooper’s 
charter’. 

Am I being paranoid or are these 
moves, particularly in combination, 
an insidious threat to democracy in 
Britain?  Are we well on the way 
here, too, towards a one-party state 
with oligarchic control?  Coupled 
with this is the increasing divide 
between rich and poor, and I do not 
want to live in a country where a 
wealthy master-class lord it over a 
nation of impoverished serfs 
excluded from civilised life, and run 
the country to suit themselves rather 
than for the good of all.  If my 
understanding is correct and fears 
justified, the question is what 
should, and what can, we do about 
it? 

Michael Miller 
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THE PEDRAZAS VISIT SHEFFIELD 

By Christmas 1995, the members of 
the Pedraza family had already been 
enthusiastic members of the St 
Mark’s congregation for several 
months.  Moisés and MaryLuz had 
come from Bogotá to pursue 
postgraduate studies at Sheffield 
University.  Diana (then 15) studied 
at King Edward’s and Daniel (13) at 
Tapton.  Moisés’ work and research 
culminated in a doctoral thesis, a 
major tenet of which was that many 
Colombian children did not succeed 
in the state education system simply 
because they did not have the right 
background, basic knowledge and 
life skills to be able to cope in the 
system without help.   

On their return to Bogotá, Moisés 
and his family continued to develop 
this idea and in 2002 the Fundación 

Zuá opened its first centre, offering, if 
only in a relatively small way, a 
practical means of helping these 
disadvantaged children.  Shortly 
afterwards, a number of the 
Pedrazas’ friends at St Mark’s set up 
SuCCol* to support deprived children 
in Colombia in general, and the work 
of the Zuá Foundation in particular.   

Twenty years after their first 
Christmas in Sheffield, Moisés, 
MaryLuz and Daniel, plus Daniel’s 
wife Camila, were back for a flying 
visit, including an all-too-brief stop at 
St Mark’s on a wet and windy 
December afternoon.  Many thanks 
to the large number of people who 
battled the elements to attend – 
perhaps some measure of the 
fondness with which the Pedrazas 
are still remembered at St Mark’s. 

 

MaryLuz, Daniel, Camila &Moisés with Dez & Jennie 
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Part of the object of the meeting was, 
of course, to renew old friendships, 
but it was also an opportunity for 
Moisés to update us about Zuá, 
which he duly did in his usual gentle, 
understated way.  The Foundation 
now supports 100 students every day 
at its main centre, providing them 
with a hot meal, help with their 
studies and a wide range of extra-
curricular activities, along with help 
for their mothers to improve their 
education.  Meanwhile, the 
Foundation’s rural centre provides 
opportunities for small groups of 
children to get away from the city 
slums and to learn agrarian skills.  
And, perhaps most impressive of all 
– a scheme which SuCCol has 
helped sponsor for a number of years 
– providing increasing numbers of 
young men and women with the 
opportunity of a university education.    

Moisés was unequivocal in his 
thanks to SuCCol and St Mark’s for 
our support and it is good to know 
that the relatively modest sums we 
are able to donate to Zuá are 
appreciated and make a difference.  
We wish the Pedraza family well and 
hope that the Zuá Foundation will 
continue to grow from strength to 
strength.   

Dez Martin 
Chairman of Trustees, SuCCol 

 
 
 
 
 

SOME OF THE UNIVERSITY 
STUDENTS SUPPORTED BY 
SUCCOL WHO HAVE NOW 

GRADUATED: 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Clara González, Public 
Administration 

 

Iván Piraquive, Bachelor 
in Education 

 

 

Francy Gómez, Media 
Arts Technician 

 

*SuCCol (Support for Children in Colombia), Registered Charity No.1104040. 
For further details, contact Dez on 0114 2303718 or email 

dezandjenniemartin@btinternet.com 
 

mailto:dezandjenniemartin@btinternet.com
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FEBRUARY HIGHLIGHTS 
     

  6 Sat   9.30am 
10.30am 

CRC Away Day 
Knit & Natter 
 

  7 Sun Sunday next before Lent 
    8.00am 

10.00am 
  5.30pm 
   
  8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist: - All Age 
CRC Seminar & Library Evening: Our Last 
Awakening, by Janet Morley (Upper Room) 
Night Service: Holy Communion 

  8 Mon   7.30pm PCC meeting 
  9 Tues   7.30pm Pancake Party and Revue 

 
10 Wed   7.30pm Ash Wednesday service 

 
14 Sun Lent 1 
    8.00am 

10.00am 
 
 
  6.00pm 
  8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist:  
(Preacher: Revd. Sue Hammersley) 
 with Crèche  
Lions 
Night Service: Celtic / Iona 

18 Thu   8.00pm Organ Recital: Neil Taylor 
 

21 Sun Lent 2 
    8.00am 

10.00am 
 
12.15pm 
  8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist: Student Sunday 
with Crèche & Godly Play 
Lenten Lunch 
Night Service: Taizé 
 

28 Sun Lent 3 
    8.00am 

10.00am 
 
 
  6.00pm 
  8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist:  
(Preacher: Revd. Michael Bayley) 
with Crèche & Godly Play 
Lions 
Night Service: The Labyrinth 
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Messenger editorial team: Frances Gray, Carol Rowe, David 
Price, Dez Martin, John Bramley.  This issue was edited by 
Frances. 
 
The Editors welcome comments and suggestions, and invite 
contributions. Items should be submitted to the editor by 12th 

day of the month to be considered for the next edition.   
 
The next edition will be edited by David Price: 
davidprice2@googlemail.com  
 
When sending photographs for the Messenger, please 
ensure that they are .JPG.s, of a high resolution sent 
separately, and not embedded in your text document.  Many 
thanks.  
 

It should be noted that the Editors cannot guarantee to 
publish material and wish to point out that items included do 
not necessarily reflect their views or those of the Parochial 
Church Council. 

 

Weekday Worship: 
 

Monday 9.00am: Holy Communion 
Wednesday 8.00am: Holy Communion 
Thursday 10.30am: Holy Communion 

Friday 5.00pm: Evening Prayer 
 

 

A Message From The Editorial Team 
 
When the MESSENGER was re-launched in A5 format last October, 
we mentioned the possibility of there being a questionnaire in this 
February issue, seeking readers’ reaction to the change and to 
content.  Many favourable reactions to the change have already been 
expressed. Thus we are not publishing a questionnaire, but we would 
still be really glad to receive general comments on the appearance 
and readability of the magazine, specific suggestions and responses 
to items that we publish.  These can be sent to David Price. 
 

mailto:elliottkemp@isismedia.co.uk
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WHO’S WHO 

Vicar     Revd Sue Hammersley   266 0260 
sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Assistant Priest 
Revd Shan Rush 
 

 
07598156817 

Lunch Club 
Briony Tayler 
Rosalind Rogerson 

 
235 0174 
268 1426 

Lay Reader 
Anne Padget 
 

 
07736527777 

 
Godly Play (up to Y6) 
Sarah Armstrong  

 
266 3023 

Chaplain to Night Service 

Revd Liz Anson 
 

 
229 5478 

 
Lions (Y7 and above) 
Alice Newitt 

 
 
230 4586 

Children’s Outreach 
Worker 
Revd Tim Gregory 
 

 
288 4198 

 
Safeguarding Children Officer 
Jane Keeling 

 
 
07708 098499 

Honorary Staff 
Revd Dr. Michael Bayley 
Revd Peter Fisher 

 
258 5248 
327 4718 

 
Safeguarding  Adults Officer 
Michelle Wattam 

 
 
268 0642 

Revd Dr. Mark Newitt 
Revd Canon Michael Page 
Revd John Wood 

230 4586 
266 3798 
266 5173 

 
Domestic Abuse Officer 
Helen Gregory 

   
 
288 4198 

 
Director of Music 
Mark McCombs 
 

 
music@stmarkssheffield. 

co.uk 

 
Sacristan 
David Armstrong 

    
 
266 3023 

Churchwardens 
Michael Hunt 
Sarah Moore 
 

 
285 1473 
233 1912 

Library Team 
Maureen Bownas 
Pauline Miller 

 
230 2757 
258 3678    

Treasurer 
David Ryder 
 

 
230 3242 

Flowers 
Mary-Jane Ryder 
 

 
230 3242 

Assistant Treasurer 
Judith Pitchforth 
 

 
230 7685 

Committees/ Chair: 
 
International 

 
 
 

PCC Secretary 
Kim Willis 
 

 
258 3976 

Alison Tolson 
 
Faith & Justice 

221 4598 
 
 

Transport Coordinator 
Briony Tayler 
 

 
235 0174 

Robert Beard 
 
Finance & Fabric 

255 6335   
 
 

Pastoral Care Coordinators 
Briony Tayler 
Gill MacGregor 

 
235 0174 
266 1079 

Philip Booth 
 
Home Donations 
Vacant 

255 0634 

CTBB Worker with Older People 
Vacant 

   

 

 

 

 

 

The Vicar normally takes Tuesday as her day off. 
The Assistant Priest normally takes Saturday as her day off. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN DAILY 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY FROM 9.00 AM TO 1.00 PM 

Church Administrator: Anne Padget 
TEL. 0114 266 3613 & 07736 527777 

Email: office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

Visit us on www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

mailto:sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
mailto:office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
http://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/

