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Welcome 
 

Welcome and Christmas greetings especially if you are a visitor here 

this morning.  A particularly warm welcome to all who are here to 

celebrate with Ik and Dike the birth of their son, Ik and welcome him 

into the church family this morning.  It is a delight to be able to 

celebrate together! 

 
About this service 

 

The seasons of Christmas and Epiphany invite us to wonder anew what 

the birth of this baby might mean to us today.   
 

The wonder and vulnerability of birth draw us into the mystery of  the 

incarnation, challenging our understanding of power and authority.  

What difference does it make when these are motivated by love? 

 
To use the Induction Loop, please select the T Setting on your 

hearing aid.   

YELLOW LARGE PRINT versions of the Service are complete with 

the hymns and readings.  

We ask that mobile phones and pagers be switched off or set to 

silent mode.   

ALLERGENS - We use gluten and dairy-free bread and alcoholic wine. 

 
Before the service begins, you are invited to share in a time of quiet 

reflection in preparation for worship.  

 
Preparing for worship 

 

Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him 

Nor earth sustain; 

Heaven and earth shall flee away 

When he comes to reign: 

In the bleak mid-winter 

A stable-place sufficed 

The Lord God Almighty 

Jesus Christ. 

 
Christina Rossetti 
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Gathering 
 

Voluntary: The Holy Boy (A Carol of the Nativity), by John Ireland (1879 - 1962) 

 

Welcome 
 

Hymn 
 

1. OF THE FATHER’S love begotten 

    ere the world began to be, 

    he is Alpha and Omega, 

    he the source, the ending he, 

    of the things that are, that have been, 

    and that future years shall see, 

    evermore and evermore. 

 

2. O that birth for ever blessèd! 

    when the Virgin, full of grace, 

    by the Holy Ghost conceiving, 

    bear the Saviour of our race, 

    and the babe, the world’s      

          Redeemer, 

    first revealed his sacred face, 

    evermore and evermore. 

 
3. O ye heights of heaven, adore him; 

    angel-hosts, his praises sing; 

    powers, dominions bow before him, 

    and extol our God and King: 

    let no tongue on earth be silent, 

    every voice in concert ring, 

    evermore and evermore. 

 

4. This is he whom seers and sages 

    sang of old with one accord; 

    whom the writings of the  

           prophets 

    promised in their faithful word; 

    now he shines, the long-expected, 

    let our songs declare his worth, 

    evermore and evermore. 
 

 Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348-410) 

 trans J M Neale (1818-66) & H W Baker (1821-77) 

 

Prayers of Approach  
 

May God be with you: 

and also with you. 
 

LIGHT ETERNAL, 

you bring to light things hidden in darkness 

and know the shadows of our hearts: 

cleanse and renew us by your Spirit, 

that we may walk in the light 

and glorify your name; 

through Jesus Christ, 

the Light of the world.  Amen. 
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Collect  
 

Let us pray. 
 

HEAVENLY Father, 

by the power of your Holy Spirit 

you give to your faithful people 

new life in the water of baptism. 

Guide and strengthen us by the same Spirit, 

that we who are born again 

may serve you in faith and love, 

and grow into the full stature of your Son, 

Jesus Christ.  Amen.                
Common Worship 

 

Attending 
 

Reading – Galatians 4.4-7  Read by Rosalind Rogerson  
 

BUT WHEN THE FULLNESS OF TIME had come, God sent his Son, born 

of a woman, born under the law, 5 in order to redeem those who were 

under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 6 And 

because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into 

our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave but a 

child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 
 

Let us wait upon the Lord; 

in whose word is our hope. Psalm 130.5 
 

 

Carol 
 

Joy to the world!  

The Lord is come; 

let earth receive her King; 

let ev'ry heart prepare him room, 

and heav'n and nature sing,  

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n and heav'n and nature sing. 

 

Joy to the earth!  

The Saviour reigns; 

let us our songs employ;  

while fields and floods, rocks, 

hills and plains 

repeat the sounding joy,  

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
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He rules the world  

with truth and grace, 

and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, and wonders of his love. 
 

 Isaac Watts (1674-1748)  based on Psalm 98, alt. 

 Tune: Antioch 
 

Attending 
 

Gospel – Luke 2. 15-21. 
 

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community. 
 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 

and we have seen his glory. 

Alleluia. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

WHEN THE ANGELS HAD LEFT THEM and gone into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this 

thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So 

they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger.  17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told 

them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the 

shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 

them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 

for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

21 After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he 

was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in 

the womb. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon - Anne Padget 
 

Followed by a brief time of quiet reflection 
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Responding 
 

Prayers of the people, led by Gary Grief 
 

This or another set of biddings and responses is used after each petition. 
 

Light of the world. Bring healing, bring peace. 
 

At the end. 
 

Christ, Light of the world. 

May your healing peace  

bring hope to our troubled world; 

be born in us, we pray.  Amen. 

 

Baptising 
Invocation 
 

During this chant, ministers gather around the font, 

together with Ike and his parents and godparents. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, 

gracious heavenly dove; 

come, fire of love.             John Bell (b 1949) & Graham Maule (b 1958) 
 

Presentation of the Candidate 
 

Joan Story introduces Ike: 
 

I present Ikechukwuka Chimdindu Munachimso to be baptised 

and to take his place within the body of Christ. 
 

A minister addresses the whole congregation. 
 

From the beginning, the Christian community 

has received followers of Jesus through baptism; 

their children also, so that with help and encouragement, 

they may grow in faith and respond to Christ’s call. 
 

People of God, will you receive Ike 

and uphold him in his new life in Christ? 

With the help of God, we will. 
 

A minister addresses Ike’s parents and godparents. 
 

Parents and godparents,  

the Church receives Ike with joy. 

Today we are trusting God for his growth in faith. 
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Will you pray for him, 

draw him by your example into the community of faith 

and walk with him in the way of Christ? 

With the help of God, we will.  

 

Decision 
 

A minister addresses the whole community of faith. 
 

In baptism, we claim our place among God’s people  

and make a fresh start as followers of Jesus in the life of faith. 
 

As God beckons us to walk in the way of Christ 

and to grow into fullness of life, 

so we make our response. 
 

Are you sorry for the hurt you have caused others 

and for the times you let God down in your life? 

I am sorry. 
 

Are you resolved to turn from evil 

and from all that is unworthy, destructive or false? 

I am resolved. 
 

Are you willing to love and serve God 

with all that you are? 

I am willing. 
 

Are you ready to follow Jesus  

and to make him your companion and guide? 

I am ready. 

 

Seeking God’s Help 
 

The whole congregation encourages parents, godparents and the church community in 

their role of nurturing the newly baptized in the faith of Christ, in the following prayer: 
 

FAITHFUL and loving God,  

bless those who care for Ik 

and grant them your gifts of love, wisdom and faith. 

Pour upon them your healing and reconciling love, 

and protect their home from all evil. 

Fill them with the light of your presence 

and establish them in the joy of your kingdom, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Parents and godparents may be anointed with holy oil  

for strength and inspiration, with these words. 
 

I anoint you for service: 

remain faithful to your calling, 

as God remains faithful to you.  Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving over the Water 
 

Praise God who made heaven and earth, 

whose faithfulness endures for ever. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

God of abundant life, 

we give you thanks and praise 

for your gift of water in creation; 

for your Spirit, sweeping over the waters, 

bringing light and life; 

for your Son Jesus Christ, 

baptized in the river Jordan. 

We bless you for your new creation, 

brought to birth by water and the Spirit, 

and for your grace bestowed upon us your children, 

cleansing us from sin. 

 

May your holy and life-giving Spirit 

move upon these waters. 

Restore through them the beauty of your creation, 

and bring those who are baptized 

to new birth in the family of your Church; 

 

for all creation finds its source and fulfilment in you, 

to you be praise and glory for ever.  Amen. 

 
Affirmation 
 

A minister addresses the whole gathering. 
 

Let us affirm together the faith 

into which Ike is to be baptised. 
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We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us with power from on high. 

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
cf Ephesians 3 

Baptism & Belonging 
 

The minister baptizes the child. 
 

Ikechukwuka Chimdindu Munachimso, I baptize you 

in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Everyone responds:  Amen. 
  

The minister makes the sign of the cross on Ike’s forehead, saying: 
 

I sign you with the cross, the sign of Christ. 
 

Ike, God has called you by name 

and made you his own. 
 

Do not be ashamed 

to confess the faith of Christ crucified. 

Remain faithful to your calling, 

as God remains faithful to you.  Amen. 
 

Parents and godparents are invited to trace the sign 

of the cross on their child’s forehead.  

 
Welcome & Greeting of Peace 
 

Ike is welcomed into the community of faith. 
 

Ike, today God has touched you with love  

and joined your story to the eternal story. 

In baptism God invites you on a life-long pilgrimage. 

God promises to be with you when the way is wide and easy, 

and when it is steep and challenging; 

when the path is bright with sunshine, 

and when it is hidden in shadow. 

We are brothers and sisters on this journey,  

we welcome you as a companion on the way. 
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Greeting of Peace 

 

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: 

and his name is called the Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of his government and of peace 

there shall be no end. Isaiah 9.6. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

We share Christ’s peace with those around us, 

remembering also those from whom we are estranged. 

As an expression of our shared journeying and companionship of the way of faith, 

water from the font is sprinkled over the congregation. 

 

Carol  
 

A collection is taken for the ministry of St Mark’s.  There will also be a retiring 

collection for the work of Christian Aid.  Please use the appropriate envelopes 

provided and, if you are a UK tax-payer, Gift Aid your donation.  Thank you. 

 

1. O little town of Bethlehem,  

    how still we see thee lie!  

    Above thy deep and  

           dreamless sleep 

    the silent stars go by. 

    Yet in thy dark streets shineth  

    the everlasting light; 

    the hopes and fears of all the years 

    are met in thee tonight. 

 

2. O morning stars, together 

    proclaim the holy birth, 

    and praises sing to God the King,  

    and peace to all the earth. 

    For Christ is born of Mary, 

    and, gathered all above, 

    while mortals sleep,  

           the angels keep  

    their watch of wond'ring love; 

 

3. How silently, how silently,  

    the wondrous gift is giv'n!  

    So God imparts to human hearts 

    the blessings of his heav'n.   

    No ear may hear his coming;  

    but in this world of sin, 

    where meek souls will receive  

           him, still  

    the dear Christ enters in. 

4. O holy child of Bethlehem, 

    descend to us, we pray; 

    cast out our sin, and enter in,  

    be born in us today.  

    We hear the Christmas angels  

    the great glad tidings tell:  

    O come to us, abide with us, 

    our Lord Emmanuel. 

Phillips Brooks (1835-93)   
           Tune: Forest Green 
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Abiding 
Preparation 
 

Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, and the collection, are offered. 
 

We bring to this table symbols of our lives. 

Bread to sustain us, 

wine to gladden the heart 

and money, the fruit of our labours. 
 

As shepherds worshipped the Prince of Peace, 

these are our offerings of thanksgiving and praise.  

 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray  (please sit or kneel) 
 

May God be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to God. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

In this mystery of the Word made flesh 

you have caused his light to shine in our hearts, 

to give knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 

In him we see our God made visible 

and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see. 

Therefore with all the angels of heaven 

we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name, saying: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of truth and love, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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Father of all, we give you thanks 

for every gift that comes from heaven. 
 

To the darkness Jesus came as your light. 

With signs of faith and words of hope 

he touched untouchables with love and washed the guilty clean. 
 

This is his story. 

This is our song: 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The crowds came out to see your Son, 

yet at the end they turned on him. 
 

On the night he was betrayed 

he came to table with his friends 

to celebrate the freedom of your people. 
 

This is his story. 

This is our song: 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food; 

he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said: 

This is my body, given for you all. 

Jesus then gave thanks for the wine; 

he took the cup, gave it and said: 

This is my blood, shed for you all for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

This is our story. 

This is our song: 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup 

we celebrate the cross 

on which he died to set us free. 

Defying death he rose again 

and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world. 
 

This is our story. 

This is our song: 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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Send your Spirit on us now 

that by these gifts we may feed on Christ 

with opened eyes and hearts on fire. 
 

May we and all who share this food 

offer ourselves to live for you 

and be welcomed at your feast in heaven 

where all creation worships you, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 
 

Blessing and honour and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 Common Worship, Prayer D. 

 
Lord’s Prayer & Communion 
 

Rejoicing in God’s presence among us, 

we pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The bread is broken. 

 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

 
Words of invitation follow. 
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Draw near to Bethlehem, House of Bread, 

where hungry hearts are satisfied, 

seeking souls find wisdom, 

and failing faith is kindled back to life. 
 

Today, God has turned the world upside-down 

and restored the dignity of all people.  

Alleluia! 
 

Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the 

bread and wine or if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please 

approach the altar rail with those around you. Gluten-free bread 

rolls are used. 

 

During administration, we sing together: 
 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful, 

in the Lord I will rejoice! 

Look to God, do not be afraid; 

lift up your voices: the Lord is near, 

lift up your voices: the Lord is near. Taizé. 

 

At the conclusion, silence is shared. 

 
Venturing 

 

Prayers of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 
 

GOD OF THE STABLE, God of the manger, 

we thank you for revealing your glory 

in the humility of our humanity 

and in ordinary things made holy: 

we offer you our lives in the service 

of those who walk in darkness 

and those who have seen a great light; 

that Christ may be found among us  

and his beauty transfigure the world.  Amen. 
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Blessing 
 

May the joy of the angels, 

the eagerness of the shepherds, 

the perseverance of the sages, 

the openness of Joseph and Mary, 

and the peace of the Christ-child 

be yours this Christmas; 
 

and the blessing of God,  

Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer 

rest upon you and all those you love, 

this Christmas, and forever. Amen 

 

Carol  
 

See him lying on a bed of straw:  

a draughty stable with an open door.  

Mary cradling the babe she bore:  

the Prince of Glory is his name. 
 

O now carry me to Bethlehem  

to see the Lord of Love again:  

just as poor as was the stable then,  

the Prince of Glory when he came! 
 

Star of silver, sweep across the skies,  

show where Jesus in the manger lies;  

shepherds, swiftly from your stupor rise  

to see the Saviour of the world!  Refrain 
 

Angels, sing again the song you sang,  

sing the glory of God's gracious plan;  

sing that Bethlehem's little baby can  

be the Saviour of us all.   Refrain 
 

Mine are riches, from your poverty;  

from your innocence, eternity; 

mine, forgiveness by your death for me,  

child of sorrow for my joy.   Refrain     
Michael Perry (b. 1942)   

Tune: Calypso Carol 
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Commission (please face the back of church) 

 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

when the star in the sky is gone, 

when the kings and princes are home, 

when the shepherds are back with their flocks, 

the work of Christmas begins: 

to find the lost, to heal the broken, 

to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner, 

to rebuild the nations, to bring peace among the people, 

to make music in the heart. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
Voluntary: Vom Himmel hoch, da komm' ich her, (From heaven above to earth I come) 

by J. G. Walther (1684-1748) 

 

 

 

Wishing you 

Peace and Joy 

this Christmas! 

 

 

 
The following sources have been used in compiling this service: ‘Common Worship: 

Services and Prayers for the Church of England’; ‘Prayers for an Inclusive Church’, by 

Steven Shakespeare; ‘Shine on, Star of Bethlehem’, edited by Geoffrey Duncan; and 

locally produced texts. Hymns, songs and anthems are reproduced under Church 

Copyright Licence Number 294846.   


