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The Queen in Sheffield for Maundy Thursday. The distribution always used to take place in London, 
but the present Queen decided early in her reign that the ceremony should be in a different place 
each year. Since her accession to the throne in 1952, she has distributed the Maundy money in 
person on all but four occasions – twice when she had just given birth and twice when she was 
abroad. We may read this as an indication of the importance she attaches to this tradition, which 
was also seen in the way she was able, in the brief handing of the purses to each of the 178 
recipients, to make it feel like a personal moment and not a rushed formality. 

See page 3 
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MISSION PARTNERSHIPS IN THE HALLAM DEANERY 
 

Ways for local churches to work 
more closely together is the key 
aim for the Hallam Deanery Synod 
this year.  This was the subject of 
an unexpectedly moving synod 
meeting, held in March, at which 
Jonathan and I presented the 
perspective from St Mark’s.   

The drivers for mission partnerships 
include recognition of the diverse 
nature of the parishes within the 
deanery and the need to build 
relationships with each other, and 
the requirement to respond to a 
changing landscape in terms of 
finance and clergy numbers.  It is 
hoped that this process will lead to 
increased dialogue, joint working 
and, potentially, more formal 
partnerships.   

To begin the process, each PCC had been asked 
to discuss two questions: ‘What do we do well as a 
church?’ and ‘What don’t we do well / do we need 
help with?’  For St Mark’s, it was felt that our key 
areas of strength included: working with vulnerable 
groups in the community, creative liturgy, music, 
resources such as our library, strong lay 
leadership, the talent within the church, our 
building, CRC, that we listen as well as talk and 
that we are not afraid to confront difficult subjects.  
Areas where we feel we do not do as well include: 
work with children, young people and students, 
working collaboratively with the local community, 
participating in the deanery, prayer/pastoral groups 
in the congregation and being less ‘intimidating’.   

In the March Deanery Synod meeting, each church 
was asked to give a three-minute presentation to 
present their thoughts about these two areas.  
Areas churches felt they did well in and could, 
potentially, share with others included: 

Children and families work, a fruitful enquirers’ 
course (St John’s, Owlerton); schools’ ministry and 
youth work (St Polycarp’s, Malin Bridge); baptism 
outreach and involving families on the fringes of 
church (Wadsley); music and liturgy, matins and 
choral evensong in the week (St John’s, 
Ranmoor); church bells and a training tower, 
nurturing people, lay readers (St Mary’s, Walkley); 
Bible training course, partnership with Holy Cross, 
Gleadless Valley (Christchurch, Fulwood); messy 
church and puppetry (St Luke’s, Lodge Moor); 
cross cultural work, Godly play, all age worship 
(The Vine); home groups, working with young 
people and vulnerable groups (St Timothy’s, 

Crookes); making relationships 
across the city, three sets of lively 
global mission partners, lay ministry 
(St Columba’s, Crosspool). 

Areas churches felt they did less 
well in and could benefit from help 
with were: 

Equipping people for discipleship 
(St John’s, Owlerton); working with 
disaffected youth and single people 
(St Polycarp’s, Malin Bridge); few 
congregation members in the 20-40 
age range, lack of manpower in a 
vacancy (Wadsley); prayer life, 
music, children and young people’s 
work (Christchurch Hillsborough 
and Wadsley Bridge); ministry to 
men, only have a part-time minister 

(Christchurch, Stannington); not being a centre of 
the community, work with vulnerable adults, 
dealing with graveyards (Christchurch, Fulwood); 
youth and children’s work, slow growth (St John’s, 
Ranmoor); Godly play, low numbers for prayer 
events (St Mary’s, Walkley); ageing congregation, 
low Sunday numbers (St Columba’s, Crosspool). 

The meeting was a very positive one, with a real 
sense of listening to and sharing with each other.  
While the diverse nature of the Hallam Deanery 
can be problematic, what was apparent was the 
richness of resources we have and also the 
significant potential for cross working.  I realised 
how little I knew about other churches, and was 
conscious of the misperceptions we may hold of 
them.  The main point discussed with me over 
coffee was the idea of St Mark’s as a big, 
intimidating church, but also gratitude that we had 
recognised this perception.  As someone fairly new 
to synod, I have been startled at this view of St 
Mark’s and the fear, raised by some smaller 
churches, that we would ‘swallow them up’ in any 
mission partnerships.  Clearly, there are some 
views of us as a church that we would not 
recognise, but we are likely to have similar 
misperceptions of other parishes in our deanery. 

The next stage of the process is for members of 
the Deanery Council to meet with PCCs to discuss 
further partnership working with other churches.  
These ideas will then be collated and used to form 
a draft deanery plan, which will be formalised 
towards the end of the year. 

Cath Osgerby, 
Deanery Synod Representative 

 

Cath Osgerby 
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MAUNDY THURSDAY 
 
When the Queen came to Sheffield to distribute the Maundy money on the Thursday of Holy Week, four members of 
St Mark’s congregation were chosen to be among the 178 senior citizens – one man and one woman for each year of 
the Queen’s life – who would receive it from her hands for their Christian service to the community and the church: 
Michael Bayley, Gill MacGregor, Mary Roberts and Robin Story. Gill and Mary write about it below. 

 
When my invitation to receive the 
Royal Maundy coins arrived, my 
reaction was: ‘Oh no, I don’t deserve 
this and I don’t like a lot of fuss and 
pomp’ through to ‘Receiving is hard 
but just do it.’   

The symbolism of the Maundy goes 
back to the moment at the Last 
Supper when Christ left the table to 
kneel and wash the disciples’ feet, 
giving them a new commandment 
(novum mandatum) to wash one 
another’s feet and to love one 
another.  Records indicate that in the 
thirteenth century King John started 
the tradition of the monarch 
distributing clothes and purses of 
money to poor pensioners.  Had he 
come to the north, we might have 
pronounced Maundy as ‘Mandy’ as 
per the Latin.   

I understand that Maundy is the only 
honour in Britain for which the 
monarch travels to a cathedral or 
great church and comes to each 
recipient to make the gift, rather than 
the recipients going to the monarch.  
It reflects the symbolism of Christ’s 
actions at the Last Supper, which we 
re-enacted at St Mark’s later that day.   

The Queen gave each of us two 

purses – a red purse containing a 
nominal allowance for clothing and 
provisions: one £5 coin 
commemorating, this year, the fiftieth 
anniversary of the death of Winston 
Churchill and fifty pence 
commemorating 70 years since the 
Battle of Britain; and a white purse 
containing Maundy silver coins: one, 
two, three, four pence pieces – to the 
value of the years of the sovereign’s 
age.   

The Queen’s visit to Sheffield marked the climax of the 
centenary year of the Diocese and hence of the 
Cathedral, which was a splendid space for the 
gathering of guests from the City, the Diocese and our 
sister churches.  ‘A place for all people’ indeed.   

Gill MacGregor 

Way back in January a letter arrived in 
the post, post marked Buckingham 
Palace.  I thought it must be a joke and 
asked my friend to read it.  He confirmed 
it was genuine.  It was an invitation from 
Her Majesty the Queen to attend the 
Maundy Thursday service on 2 April at 
Sheffield Cathedral and so began weeks 
of nervous anticipation – what to wear – 
what would I have to do?  I couldn't 
believe I had been chosen. 

 The great day arrived, a beautiful sunny 
morning after two days of rain and wind 
– we were so lucky.  We were asked to 
take a companion and I asked my son 
accompany me; he was thrilled.  We 
walked down Church St, empty but for 
lots of policemen smiling and wishing us 
a lovely day; one of them escorted me 
to the Cutlers’ Hall, where we waited 
with all the other recipients until it was 
time to go across to the cathedral.  Lots 
of police and crowds of people had 
gathered and we felt bit like VIPs.  The 

cathedral looked beautiful.  The 
processions of the bishops and clergy in 
their colourful robes, the Yeoman of the 
Guard, the organ music, the lovely 
singing of the choir, all made it very 
special.  Then came a fanfare and the 
Queen’s procession arrived; I could only 
see the top of her hat moving down the 
aisle.  As the service progressed and the 
time came for the distribution of the 
Maundy money, I began to feel a bit 
nervous, and as she got nearer, the choir 
suddenly burst forth with Zadoc the 
Priest.  It was very impressive, and my 
hands started to shake.  I felt really 
emotional as she handed me the two 
pouches, smiled and passed on.  It was 
quite overwhelming.  I couldn't believe I 
was looking at our lovely queen.  ‘Why 
me?’ I asked myself, ‘I haven't done 
anything to deserve such an honour.’ 

 After the service we all went back to the Cutlers’ Hall 
for lunch.  What a wonderful morning for us all, 
something to cherish for the rest of my days.   

Mary Roberts 
 

 

Gill MacGregor 

 

Mary with her son, holding the 
Maundy purses 

 
 

 

Joan and Robin 

 

Michael 
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DIY THEOLOGY 
 

As one of the ten venues on her 
UK lecture tour organised by the 
Progressive Christianity Network, 
Dr Val Webb, the Australian 
theologian and author, spoke to a 
gathering of over 50 people at St 
Mark’s on Sunday, 12 April 2015.  
At that morning’s Parish 

Eucharist she had given the sermon entitled Liberating 
Thomas.  It is available on both St Mark’s and the 
CRC websites.  In the evening, her title was Testing 
Tradition and Liberating Theology: Finding your own 
Voice.  Her aim is to show those who know of only one 
version of Christianity that theology has changed over 
the centuries and keeps constantly changing.  There is 
overwhelming evidence of changing ideas from 
Greco-Roman times to the present day.  Many 
examples were given.  Returning to the scriptures and 
understanding the writers, their purpose and the 
context in which they wrote has happened over and 
over again through the centuries.  For us, critically 
interpreting the texts in the light of the twenty-first 
century is ‘doing theology’.  The idea that scriptural 
text has to be read literally is a modern development: 
since Christianity’s earliest times, different 
interpretations have been the norm.  Attempts such as 
that by Irenaeus in the second century to unify all the 
variations into one cohesive system had to ignore or 
reject many other interpretations.  One single system 
was impossible to maintain and serious schisms were 

commonplace.  A website claims that there are now 
over 40,000 different Christian denominations.   

The Enlightenment and the triumph of reason and the 
beginnings of modern science proposed that God was 
now not revealed in supernatural events, but in Nature 
and its laws.  The scriptural accounts began to be 
questioned: were they really historical or myths or a 
mixture of both?   

Contextual, as opposed to systematic, theology starts 
with a situation and then works out what is appropriate 
to that situation in terms of personal circumstances 
and experience.  Most theology does not take account 
of this as a starting point, but some do.  Examples are 
liberation theology, which originated in South America, 
feminist theology, which questioned male authority 
and exclusive language, the theology of the planet, 
and theology of the laity – ‘a silent, sightless invisible 
mass’.  Lay people need to reclaim the value and 
power they once had in the early Church when their 
talents were recognised and celebrated.  Those who 
currently describe themselves as ‘spiritual but not 
religious’ have walked away from religious institutions 
that are no longer credible.  ‘Our faith may be 2,000 
years old, but our thinking doesn’t have to be.’  This 
was Val’s challenge to us. 

Val’s books are available from St Mark’s Library.  Her 
website is: http://www.valwebb.com.au .   

Robin Story 

 

LENT COURSE 

This year’s Lent course was based on 
the book of Amos and contained 
material inviting us to reflect on the 
themes of justice, prophecy, politics 
and hope.  Each week began with a 
gathering prayer, then readings and a 
song related to the week’s theme, 
followed by questions to discuss, which 
linked passages from Amos with the 
theme.  In addition to this, our group 
decided to share a meal and the ‘Examen’ (an 
Ignatian method of prayerfully reflecting on the day in 
order to discern where God has been present and 
what direction we might be called to). 

It was lovely to share a meal together before we 
began the course because it meant we could get to 
know each other better and catch up on how 
everyone’s week had been before getting on with the 
Lent group content.  I particularly enjoyed the week 
entitled ‘a passion for justice’ as our group shared 
what we each felt able to do in our daily lives to 
improve our society and the wider world, and reflected 

on the fact that our actions should be 
life-giving to ourselves as well as others 
if we were able to keep them up.  This 
felt like a hope-full conversation because 
we acknowledged the reality that you 
can’t do everything, whilst discussing 
what more we each could do.  I also 
enjoyed the conversations we had about 
politics, because it was interesting to 
learn more from people in the group who 

are active in specific political parties and because it is 
obviously topical in view of the upcoming election. 

We seemed to find the final week (‘building hope in a 
fractured world’) the most difficult to generate 
discussion around. Perhaps because, in a time of 
welfare cuts, food banks and fears for the future of the 
NHS, it can feel difficult to trust that our political system 
can bring about the kind of society that our faith calls 
us to aspire to. We shall look forward to hearing what 
the candidates have to say in response to this at the 
hustings. 

Jen Ryder 

 
Val Webb 

http://www.valwebb.com.au/
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MULTI-FAITH SUPPER EVENING 
 
Occasionally things happen that fill you with joy and 
restore your faith in human beings.  One such 
occasion was the interfaith supper at St Mark’s on 18 
March, when Gary Grief and several members of St 
Mark’s congregation, together with Abdool Gooljar and 
a number of young people and men and women from 
the Sheffield branch of the Islamic Society of Britain, 
came together to create a wonderful evening.  About 
70 people attended – many Muslims, and Christians 
from a number of different churches.   

Huge quantities of 
wonderful food were 
provided by our 
Muslim friends, who 
have a gift for 
generosity and 
hospitality.  Many of 
us enjoyed being 
served by a group of 

young men who were anxious to show what their faith 
was really like and what it meant to them to be British 
Muslims.  St Mark’s provided some splendid puddings.   

There was much talk and laughter and everyone 
enjoyed the food and getting to know each other.  It 
felt for all the world like an Inter-faith communion – 
simply human beings accepting each other as friends 
and enjoying each other’s company – a real fellowship 
meal!  It was also a meal where everyone was 

prepared to talk about their faith and to listen to each 
other.   

It was good to have some distinguished guests talking 
to us before the meal.  The Deputy Lord Lieutenant 
and Canon Alan Billings (now Police and Crime 
Commissioner for South Yorkshire) both spoke, and 
the Rev Indarjit Boghul gave an inspiring address 
about the reality of Faith in Action.  When our friend 
Abdool Gooljar addressed us, his enthusiasm for the 
evening was a pleasure to behold.   

He and his young Muslim friends gave each of us an 
excellent booklet about the Islamic Society of Britain.  
Its title is Putting our faith into action: Give a little of 
yourself.  It is full of accounts of how Muslims live out 
their faith in action all over the country.  There are 
projects to help the poor and the homeless, and multi-
faith shared meals.  Ramadan is a time to offer 
hospitality to all people of all faiths or none.  ’MADE in 
Europe’ is a youth-led campaigning charity that 
mobilises young Muslims to become leaders in the 
fight against poverty, hunger and injustice.  There are 
also shared projects, where Muslims and Jews join 
together to serve the community.   

The evening lifted our spirits!  We are indebted to 
Abdool and Gary and all those who worked so hard to 
make the evening such a success.   

Peter Fisher 

 

LIONS IN YORK 

In March, the Lions youth group enjoyed a day trip to York.  
We travelled by train on a Saturday morning and spent the 
day exploring the city.  In the morning, we visited the ‘York 
Chocolate Story’.  This is an interactive museum that 
describes the history of York’s most famous chocolate-
making families.  We learnt about the origins of chocolate 
in the rainforests of Central America thousands of years 
ago and how it’s made.  We were taught how to taste 
chocolate as an expert – you have to hold your nose until 
the chocolate is on your tongue, in order to taste it at the 
same time as smelling it!  There were many samples 
along the way, which we were all very pleased about, and 
we even had an opportunity to design and make our own 
chocolate lolly.  

We visited the National Railway Museum next, mainly 
attracted by their large free indoor picnic area! 

In the afternoon, we visited the Minster.  We enjoyed the 
chance to look around the beautiful building and went up 
the tower to see views over the city.  

As you can see from the photos the leaders had as much 
fun as the Lions! 

Ceri Gallivan 

 

 

Lions love chocolate 

 

Caged Lions at the top of York Minster 
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REFLECTIONS ON EASTER 

 

For many people the elation of Easter is more 
meaningful than what they experience at 
Christmas.  For all the festive magnificence of 
the latter, something about the power of Easter 
creates a poignancy and a deep joy.  Over this 
Easter period, I was speaking to someone 
about this and they made the observation that 
to celebrate the birth of a child is very easy.  
The celebration of Easter, however, comes 
after a long and dark journey.  The pleasure of 
that Sunday morning contrasts sharply with the 
pain of Lent – and particularly of Holy Week. 

Normally in Holy Week, I go to every service or 
event.  This year, however, I couldn’t go to 
anything until Maundy Thursday.  And I realised 
through this the importance of story at this time 
– and the vital place that humanity plays within 
it.  In telling this holiest of tales, it is the 
humanity that can often capture our 
imagination.  The fear, the confusion, the pain, 
the humiliation, the anger, the compassion, the 
sadness.  It is also a journey that is not taken 
alone.  On Maundy Thursday, we re-enacted 
that scene in the Upper Room as we so often 
do; improvising the washing of feet by people 
washing the hands of the person next to them.  
I watched others as this happened.  It was 
extremely moving, and a privilege to see how 
relationships and individuality informed the 
nature of how it was done.  Each person took 
their time and considered the process.  We 
were a community sharing a story.  Later we 
stood around the sanctuary and observed the 
altar being stripped in candlelight, Sue’s voice 
reading the story of that night when the 
desertion of Jesus by those around him 
became complete.  And then darkness.  One by 
one every candle is blown out and nothing is 
left but the sound of footsteps as each one of 
us leaves too.   

On Good Friday, the story continues.  It was an 

 

 

Easter Morning 

 

Holy Saturday 

 

Easter Sunday 
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Reflections on Easter -- continued 

emotional Three Hours as five characters told 
their story.  From the moment Caiaphas began, 
we were transported back to that time.  And as 
each character came forward and told it from 
their perspective, the intensity grew and a 
sense of just how messy it must all have been 
started to feel so real.  The pompous and 
objective reasonableness of Caiaphas; the 
confusion, anger and self-hatred of the most 
passionate of followers in Peter; the sadness 
and wonderings of Pilate’s wife as she tried to 
work out what was happening around her and 
why her husband’s nightmares would not go 
away; the rationalisations of Judas, whose pain 
at the betrayal he committed could only really 
be seen if you looked past his confusion at 
Jesus’ message and projection of blame onto 
everyone else; and the deep grief and almost 
unbearable pain of Mary as she watched every 
moment of the destruction of the man who saw 
her as no one had ever done and whom she 
loved with such intensity.  Bringing all this 
together at the end was a profound reflection 
by Sue on the part we all play in this story and 
its continuation.  The music throughout was 
superb – thank you to Mark and the choir – and 
the poetry and art that went along with this 
whole process was remarkable.  I remember 
leaving and feeling a deep gratitude to Eve 
Saunders and Sue for their vision in putting it 
together.   

Without the emotion and darkness that these 
days bring on, getting up at 4.45am on Easter 
morning would not have had the same meaning 
– or motivation!  As it was, standing on the 
green at dawn hearing the birds singing, 
worshipping and renewing our baptism vows 
and rejoicing together with breakfast was truly a 
celebration. 

And what could have rounded it off better than 
a Baptism?  To watch Olive Ryder as she sat in 
the font with the biggest smile I have ever seen 

seemed like the perfect metaphor for that day.  
We had been through the despair of Holy Week 
and now in front of us was new life; the deep 
joy of welcoming another person into our 
community of Christ.   

And this is where story brings us.  Into 
community.  Stories are what we share with 
each other, journeys where we allow our 
vulnerabilities to be seen, trusting that we shall 
be held through the pain and the joy.  At its 
very best, a community accepts and listens to 
all the stories that are contained within it, and 
welcomes the mosaic that is created from the 
broken and beautiful pieces. 

Anne Padget   

Photos by Shan Rush

 

Olive Ryder 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Young peoples’ crafts 
Good Friday Morning 
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AN EPIC JOURNEY 
 

PART 1: OUT OF AFRICA – SALISBURY TO ALEXANDRIA 
 

In my early twenties I travelled to what was 
then Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe).  Two 
years later, in February 1964, I decided to 
return to the UK, hitch-hiking overland with a 
friend across Africa to Egypt and then through 
the Middle East and Europe.  I would like to 
share some memories of this six-month 
journey.   

Leaving Salisbury (now Harare, see number 1 
on the map opposite), we hitch-hiked to Lusaka 
(2) in Northern Rhodesia (now Zambia) and 
joined the Great North Road, then a long-
distance dirt highway.  We were waiting with 
our packs at Serenje (3) when some Africans 
arrived in two trucks – the Queen Elizabeth and 
the Queen Mary – heavily laden with cement, 
wives, children, beds and cooking pots.  They 
took us on a two-day journey to Isoka (4), 
nearer the border with Tanganyika (now 
Tanzania).   

In Dar Es Salaam (5) we joined the African 
crew of the Royal Sovereign; an old 80-foot 
diesel-powered two-mast schooner, carrying a 
cargo of empty beer bottles, and travelling up 
the coast to Mombasa (7) in Kenya.  The 
skipper, a fair-haired Englishman, usually 
dressed like an Arab, was accompanied by a 
dachshund.  Leaving in the evening, we passed 
through Zanzibar harbour (6) at night, when the 
police came on board but did not detain us.  
Next day the sun was soon high in the sky and 
we were looking for shade.  Heavily laden, our 
ship took 36 hours to complete the 200-mile 
journey.  From Arusha (8) we glimpsed the 
snow-covered peak of Kilimanjaro and visited 
the amazing Ngorongoro Crater teeming with 
game including herds of zebra and wildebeest. 

At Kisoro (9), on the Uganda/Ruanda border, 
we decided to climb Mt Muhabura, a 13,540-
foot extinct volcano.  Starting at an altitude of 
roughly 7,300 feet, we had about a 6,200-foot 
climb.  We followed our African guide up a very 
steep path through dense undergrowth and 

small scrub, with wonderful views of the 
surrounding countryside.  After many stops on 
the ascent, we finally reached the summit, 
which was covered in cloud.  Descending in a 
hail storm, it was very cold.  Halfway down, we 
donned jerseys and Macs from our abandoned 
pack.  The path became increasingly muddy 
and slippery and we at last reached the bottom 
wet, tired, hungry and bruised!  After a short 
rest, we found a hotel and enjoyed a good 
meal.   

Two other travellers took our box of food in 
their dormobile to Juba (10) in southern Sudan 
for the seven-day Nile journey to Kosti (11).  
Arriving in Juba on a cigarette lorry in a 
thunderstorm, we found our friends on a 
covered barge attached to the back-paddle 
steamer.  We created some space for ourselves 
with their dormobile, beach chairs, another car 
and a tent.  Many local people were crowding 
onto the barge with their children, cooking pots, 
baskets of nuts, chickens and goats, but after 
several stops on the journey most had got off.  
Later we entered ‘The Sud’, a swamp of 
papyrus reed stretching for miles on either side 
of the river.  One night a cow was slaughtered 
and its skin hung on a rail beside our ‘square’.  
An old man died on the barge and was buried 
in the next village.   

At Kosti we boarded the train for Khartoum (12) 
and later continued a further 600 miles to Wadi 

 
Royal Sovereign 

 
Mt Muhabura  



9 

 

Halfa (13) in Egypt, travelling 4
th

 class, in long, 
open compartments, with hard seats on the 
side, and shutters for windows.  The trains 
were packed with Sudanese men standing on 
couplings, hanging out of windows, and sitting 
on the roof.  On one occasion we got seats 
beside a huge stone pot with a communal mug, 
which I continually dipped in the water and 
handed to other passengers or out through the 
window to people on the roof.  It was very hot, 
but cold in the desert at night.   

At Aswan (14), Russian and Egyptian flags 
were flying, and there were signs in Russian 
and Arabic welcoming Khrushchev, who was 
due shortly to open the Aswan Dam.  In Luxor 
(15), we hired bikes, crossed the Nile in a small 
ferry, and spent several exhausting days 
visiting temples and cycling round the Valley of 
the Kings.  We loved the Tombs of the Nobles 
with their pictures of ancient Egyptian life.  A 
young guide invited us to his house, where we 
met some family members and shared a meal 
of bread dipped in syrup.   

We found Cairo 
(16) a huge busy 
capital city bustling 
with traffic, but we 
enjoyed the Son et 
Lumière at the 
Pyramids and 
marvelled at the 
treasures of 
Tutankhamen.  

Three months after 
leaving Zimbabwe, 
we arrived in 
Alexandria (17) 
and sailed as deck 
passengers on a 
ship bound for 
Beirut via Cyprus.  A cold wind was blowing 
from the Mediterranean.   

(To be continued) 

Rosie Richards 
 
 

 

 

Luxor 
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JOHN HALL 

 

John has been associated with the Lunch Club 
since the beginning in 1992, when he was at a bit 
of a loose end and was asked by Adrian Alker to 
help Christine, who was driving a minibus to pick 
members up and bring them to lunch.  John was 
the one who climbed out of the bus, fetched each 
person from their home and escorted them in and 
out of the bus.  Some years later, he did the same 
thing for me, when I was the driver; I remember his 
quiet and kindly manner, and his patience with 
those who were less able.   

At that time, John was living with his mother on 
Crookes Road, where he was born.  He was one 
of twins, but the other did not survive infancy.  He 
also had an older brother.  He attended Western 
Road School and then Tapton secondary modern.  
He was sent to Sunday school at St Thomas', 
where he was roped into the choir; he sang at 
school as well, including solos!  Once his voice 
broke, a well-meaning former opera singer told his 
mother he should not sing any more until he was 
about 18, by which time he did not feel able to take 
it up again.  His voice was, however, noticed when 
he joined carol singers on Fargate one Christmas.   

He left school at 15 and went to work as a sales 
assistant in Halford's, where he stayed about 
seven years.  He attended night school at 
Richmond College, but had problems passing the 
exams in retailing, so considered being a postman, 
but again the exams defeated him.  Then he saw 
an advertisement in the local paper for a hall porter 
at the Grosvenor House Hotel.  He took the job, 
which seemed to suit him, as he stayed there for 
17 years in total, doing all sorts of jobs.   

During this time he attended St Matthew's Carver 
Street for a while, but found it did not suit him, and 
so left, and started to go to St Mark's after a gap of 
several years.   

After his mother died, John sold the family home 
and looked around for somewhere else to live, 
being supported at this point by several people 
from St Mark's, including Ann Lentell, and against 
her advice chose the first flat he looked at, in 
Nether Green, which he fell in love with straight 
away because of the surrounding trees and the 
wonderful view to hills and fields beyond.   

One of John's chief interests is to attend the 
classical concerts at the City Hall.  He was 
encouraged to do this by a therapist who urged 
him to pursue a more varied life.  Although he was 
finding sudden loud noises difficult to deal with, he 
persisted and continues to enjoy them.  At home, 
he listens to Classic FM a great deal.   

In 1998, after surgery to deal with his seizures, he 
was told to be more active and involved locally, so 
approached charity shops for work.  He settled at 
Save the Children, where he had been previously, 
and now works there several days a week.   

He says that he values most the friendliness of St 
Mark's.  While he has been supported through 
difficult times by a number of people in the 
congregation, he himself has contributed hugely to 
the life of the church community in all sorts of 
unsung ways.  Similarly, he is one of the 
mainstays of the Lunch Club, able to turn his hand 
to many different small jobs and being one of the 
longest serving and most valuable members.  
John, we salute you.   

Briony Tayler 

 

KEY POINTS FROM THE PCC MEETING 
26 APRIL 2015 

 
 The PCC has now approved the Parish Profile and 

supporting documents and an advert for a new 

incumbent should be in the Church Times on 

Friday, 01/05/15. This will be on display at the back 

of church from the Annual Parochial Church 

Meeting. 

 The advert for the new incumbent will run for three 

weeks, the closing date will be two weeks after 

this. 

 The refurbishment of the organ should be 

complete by the end of the week, all agreed that it 

was sounding very impressive. 

 David Ryder presented the accounts to the PCC in 

preparation for the APCM and they were agreed 

by the PCC. 

 

 

John cuts the cake for his 65
th
 birthday at Lunch Club 

on 22 April. 
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ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH 
MEETING, 29 APRIL 2015 

 

(Note: This brief report was prepared for the 
Messenger by one of the editorial team and is thus 
not in any way an official minute.)  

Sue Hammersley opened the meeting with a 
reflection on the past year with its changes and 
challenges – and those that lie ahead.  We were not 
a church to stand still.  She paid tribute to the hard 
work of the Churchwardens, Mike Hunt and Sarah 
Moore during the Vacancy. 

The first meeting, chaired by Sarah, was the Meeting 
of Parishioners, the specific purpose of which is the 
election of Churchwardens. There being no other 
nominations, the re-appointment of Mike and Sarah 
was endorsed with acclaim. In his ‘Churchwarden’s 
remarks’, Mike then expressed our appreciation of all 
the extra work that Sue Hammersley and Shan Rush 
had undertaken in the absence of a Vicar.  Flowers 
were presented to Sue and Shan amid much 
applause. 

We then moved onto the APCM, chaired by Mike. 
This is the forum that receives our Annual Report 
and Annual Accounts and elects the Parochial 
Church Council lay representatives responsible for 
the running of the church. This year there had been 
fifteen nominations for the fifteen places on the PCC. 
There was thus no need for an election.  There were 
three new members to replace those who had 
retired. 

The meeting received the Treasurer’s Report, 
excellently and expertly presented, as always, by 
David Ryder.  The meeting expressed its grateful 
thanks to David for all the work he does on our 
behalf.  

There were no matters arising from the Annual 
Report, an extensive 36 page illustrated document 
(available for a donation of 50p.) that covers the wide 
range of activities within St Mark’s and out in the 
community. 

 
The newly elected PCC lay Representatives are: 
  
Philip Booth, Sarah Duggan, Marguerite Gold, Helen 
Gregory, Rick Hughes, Jane Keeling, Jane Padget, 
David Ryder, Peter Ryder, Charles Stirling, Briony 
Tayler, Chris Ware, Janis Webster, Jonathan 
Williamson and Kim Willis.  
 
Anne Padget and Cath Osgerby commence the 2nd 
year of their 3-year term as representatives on the 
Deanery Synod. 
 

 

WHO’S WHO 

 

Vicar VACANT  

Associate Vicar Rev’d Sue 
Hammersley 

327 6908 

Assistant Priest Rev’d Shan Rush 07598156817 

Lay Reader Anne Padget 266 3613 

Chaplain to Night 

Service 

Rev’d Liz Anson      229 5478 

Children’s 
Outreach Worker 

Rev’d Tim Gregory      288 4198 

Hon. Staff Rev’d Dr Michael 
Bayley 

258 5248 

 Rev’d Peter Fisher 327 4718 

 Rev’d Dr Mark Newitt   230 4586 

 Rev’d John Wood 266 5173 

Director of  Music  Mark McCombs 07725544842  

Organist Vacant  

Wardens Sarah Moore 233 1912 

 Michael Hunt 285 1473 

Treasurer  David Ryder 230 3242 

Asst. Treasurer Judith Pitchforth 230 7685 

PCC Secretary  Jane Padget 07921 863281 

Transport Briony Tayler 235 0174 

CTBB Worker with 
Older People 

Hazel Fox 07914 693607 

Pastoral Care Susan Whitmill 

Briony Tayler 

266 7316 

235 0174 

Student Worker Vacant  

Lunch Club Briony Tayler  235 0174 

 Rosalind Rogerson 268 1426 

Sunday Club Sarah Armstrong     266 3023 

Lions Sarah Jenkins   248 1922 

Safeguarding 

Children Officer 

Safeguarding  
Adults Officer 

Domestic Abuse 

Officer 

Jane Keeling 

 

Michelle Wattam 

 

Helen Gregory 

 07708 098499 

    

268 0642 

 

  288 4198 

Sacristan David Armstrong    266 3023 

Library Team Rev’d Peter Fisher    327 4718 

 Maureen Bownas    230 2757 

Flowers Mary-Jane Ryder    230 3242 

Committees:     

International Alison Tolson   221 4598 

Faith & Justice Robert Beard   255 6335   

Home Donations Miranda Myers   268 0043 

Finance & Fabric Philip Booth   255 0634 

 

The Rev’d Sue Hammersley normally takes Tuesday 
as a day off. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN DAILY 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY FROM 9.00 AM TO 1.00 PM 
Church Administrator: Anne Padget 
TEL. 0114 266 3613 & 07736 527777 

Email: office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
Visit us on www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

mailto:office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
http://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/
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May Highlights  
   

  1 Fri   7.30pm Celebration of the newly 
restored Organ with Recital 
by Andrew Linn 

  2 Sat 10.30am  Knit & Natter 
 

  3 Sun Easter 5  
    8.00am 

10.00am 
 
   
   
  8.00pm   

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist  
(Preacher: Anne Padget)  
with Crèche, Godly Play & 
Lions 
Night Service –  
Holy Communion 

  4 Mon  BANK HOLIDAY 
Church closed 
Christian Aid May Day Trek 

  7 Thu 11.30am 
  5.00pm 
  7.30pm 
   
  7.45pm 

Discussion Group  
Vestry Hour 
Children's Committee 
(venue TBC) 
Finance & Fabric (Vestry) 
 

10 Sun Easter 6 
    8.00am 

10.00am 
 
  6.00pm 
  8.00pm  

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist: All 
Age - Christian Aid 
Night Service Training 
Night Service: Celtic / Iona 

12 Tues   7.30pm Faith & Justice Committee 
13 Wed   6.30pm CRC Seminar & Library 

Evening: Christian-Muslim 
Relations in a Cold Climate: 
Signs of Hope in Britain  

14 Thu 10.30am 
11.30am 
  5.00pm 

Ascension Day Service 
Discussion Group 
Vestry Hour 
 

17 Sun Easter 7 
  8.00am 

10.00am 
   
   
 
  6.00pm 
 
  8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist 
(Preacher: Revd. Michael 
Bayley) with Crèche & 
Godly Play  
Night Service Bring & 
Share 
Night Service: Taizé   

18  Mon   7.30pm Sheffield Women Trouble 
Makers 

21 Thu 11.30am 
  5.00pm 

Discussion group 
Vestry Hour 

23 Sat   2.00pm Wedding of Jonathan 
Williamson & Cath Osgerby 
 

24 Sun Pentecost 
  8.00am 

10.30am 
 
   
   
 
   
8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist: 
CTBB Pentecost Service 
at the Broomhill Beacon 
followed by shared lunch. 
No 10am service at  
St. Mark's 
Night Service: Sung  
                       Compline 

 
 
 

25 Mon  BANK HOLDAY 
Church closed 

28 Thu 11.30am 
  5.00pm 

Discussion Group 
Vestry Hour 
 

31 Sun Trinity 
  8.00am 

10.00am 
   
 
 
  6.00pm 
  8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist 
(Preacher: Revd. Shan 
Rush) with Crèche &  
Godly Play  
Lions 
Night Service: Wholeness 

 
 
 
 

Weekday Worship:  
 
Monday 9.00am: Holy Communion 
Wednesday 8.00am: Holy Communion  
Thursday 10.30am: Holy Communion 
Friday 5.00pm Evening Prayer 
 
 

Messenger editorial team: Hazel Elliott-Kemp, 
Carol Rowe, David Price, Dez Martin, John 
Bramley.  This issue was edited by Carol. 
 
The Editors welcome comments and suggestions, 
and invite contributions. Items should be 
submitted to the editor by 12

th 
day of the month 

to be considered for the next edition.  Next 
month's editor is Hazel Elliott-Kemp.   
E-mail address: elliottkemp@isismedia.co.uk 
 
When sending photographs for the Messenger, 
please ensure that they are JPEG.s, and 
preferably of a high resolution.  Many thanks.  

 

It should be noted that the Editors cannot 
guarantee to publish material and wish to point out 
that items included do not necessarily reflect their 
views or those of the Parochial Church Council. 

 


