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Welcome 

 
Welcome to St Mark’s.  May you discover here what you are 

seeking and find companionship for life’s journey.  Please stay for 

refreshments after the Service and, if you’re visiting, do say hello 

to a member of staff or welcome team before you go.  

 
This service takes the form of a simple, yet profound, meal of 

thanksgiving and companionship, a Eucharist or Holy 

Communion, which originates in the ministry of Jesus and has 

characterised Christian worship through the centuries.  

 

 
To use the Induction Loop, please select the T Setting on your 

hearing aid.   

YELLOW LARGE PRINT versions of the Service are complete with 

the hymns and readings, please take one if it is easier for you 

to follow. We ask that mobile phones and pagers be switched off 

or set to silent mode.   

ALLERGENS - We use gluten and dairy-free bread and alcoholic wine. 

 

 

We invite you to prepare for worship with a time of quiet. 
 

Mysterious Trinity, 

beyond us, 

within us, 

around us, 

uncontainable truth 

that is God, 

teach us the rhythm of your ways, 

draw us into your embrace. 

 
Ian Wallis 
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Gathering 

 
Organ Voluntary 

 

 
Welcome 

 
Hymn 

 

FATHER, Lord of all creation, 

ground of Being, Life and Love; 

height and depth beyond description 

only life in you can prove: 

you are mortal life’s dependence: 

thought, speech, sight are ours by grace; 

yours is ev’ry hour’s existence, 

sov’reign Lord of time and space. 

 

Jesus Christ, the Man for Others, 

we, your people, make our prayer: 

help us love – as sisters, brothers – 

all whose burdens we can share. 

Where your name binds us together 

you, Lord Christ, will surely be; 

where no selfishness can sever 

there your love the world may see. 

 

Holy Spirit, rushing, burning 

wind and flame of Pentecost, 

fire our hearts afresh with yearning 

to regain what we have lost. 

May your love unite our action, 

nevermore to speak alone: 

God, in us abolish faction, 

God, through us your love make known. 

 
 Stewart Cross, 1928 – 89. 

 Tune: Abbot’s Leigh. 
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Prayers of Approach  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

EVER-LOVING GOD, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden; 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
We remain standing until after the Collect but, if you would be more comfortable,  

please feel free to sit. 

 

 
Peruvian Gloria 
 

GLORY TO GOD, Glory to God, Glory to the Father. 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to the Father. 
 

To God be glory forever. 

To God be glory forever. 
 

Alleluia Amen; 

Alleluia Amen, Alleluia Amen. 

 

GLORY TO GOD, Glory to God, Glory to Christ Jesus. 

(Repeat as above) 

 

GLORY TO GOD, Glory to God, Glory to the Spirit. 

(Repeat as above) 
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Collect 
 

Let us pray  (we remain standing) 
 

O God our mystery, 

you bring us to life, 

call us to freedom, 

and move between us with love. 

May we so participate 

in the dance of your trinity, 

that our lives may resonate with you, 

now and for ever. Janet Morley 

 
Journeying together in Faith   

 

As we all prepare to explore God’s word,  

the younger members in their groups,  

we pray together: 
 

May God guide each of us, 

whatever our age or experience, 

in the way of Christ – 

the Love of God be with us all.  Amen. 
 

Children, young people and leaders go into their groups. 
 

Please sit. 

 
Attending 

 

Reading – Isaiah 6. 1 – 8, read by Eve Saunders 
 

A reading from the prophecy of Isaiah.  
 

IN THE YEAR that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, 

high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple.  2 Seraphs were in 

attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their 

faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew.  3 And 

one called to another and said: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the 

whole earth is full of his glory.’  4 The pivots on the thresholds shook at 

the voices of those who called, and the house filled with smoke.   
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5 And I said: ‘Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 

among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD 

of hosts!’  6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that 

had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs.  7 The seraph touched 

my mouth with it and said: ‘Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt 

has departed and your sin is blotted out.’  8 Then I heard the voice of the 

Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here 

am I; send me!’ 
 

Let us listen for the word of the Lord. 
 

A time of quiet reflection follows. 

 
Hymn 
 

COME, HOLY GHOST, our souls inspire, 

and lighten with celestial fire; 

thou the anointing Spirit art, 

who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart.  
 

Thy blessed unction from above 

is comfort, life and fire of love; 

enable with perpetual light 

the dullness of our blinded sight.  
 

Anoint and cheer our soiled face 

with the abundance of thy grace; 

keep far our foes, give peace at home; 

where thou art guide no ill can come. 
 

Teach us to know the Father, Son, 

and thee, of both, to be but one; 

that through the ages all along 

this may be our endless song:  
 

Praise to thy eternal merit, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

  John Cosin (1594 -1672) & Michael Forster (b 1946). 

 Tune: ‘Veni, creator Spiritus.’ 
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Gospel – John 3. 1 – 17. 
 

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community. 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Glory to the Giver of Life.   

Glory to the Bearer of Pain.  

Glory to the Maker of Love.  

Alleluia. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

NOW THERE WAS a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.   
2 He came to Jesus by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are 

a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you 

do apart from the presence of God.’  3 Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, I 

tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 

above.’  4 Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be born after having 

grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be 

born?’  5 Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 

kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit.  6 What is born of 

the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.  7 Do not be 

astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’  8 The wind 

blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not 

know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is 

born of the Spirit.’  9 Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these things be?’   
10 Jesus answered him, ‘Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 

understand these things?  11 ‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we 

know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our 

testimony.  12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not 

believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things?  13 No one 

has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, 

the Son of Man.  14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes 

in him may have eternal life.  
16 ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 

who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.  17 ‘Indeed, 

God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through him. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.       Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon – Revd Shan Rush 
 
 

The sermon is followed by a time of quiet for reflection. 

 
Responding 

 
Prayers of Solidarity & Concern, led by Anne Padget 

 

The following chant may be sung at the beginning and end of the intercessions: 
 

Through our lives and by our prayers, your kingdom come. 
 

 Jacques Berthier (1923-94), Taizé. 
 

One of these or another set of biddings and responses is used. 
 

Your kingdom come. God of our yearning. 

Your will be done. We seek you. 
 

God of justice, truth and love. Ever-beckoning God. 

Inspire us with your Spirit We seek your presence 

to let your Kingdom come.  Amen. and will serve you.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of Penitence & Forgiveness 
 

Hear the teaching of Christ: 

you shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind and with all your strength. 
 

This is the first commandment. 

And the second is this: 

You shall love your neighbour as yourself. 
 

In the light of Christ’s teaching, 

let us acknowledge our wrongdoing and failure, 

seeking God’s forgiveness. 
 

Silence for preparation. 
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GRACIOUS GOD, 

when we have failed 

to walk in the way of your commandments 

or to heed the cry of those in need; 

when our words and actions 

have caused suffering to others 

or diminished ourselves, 

set us free from past wrongs 

and liberate us for the service of Christ.  Amen. 
 

May God’s forgiveness be your freedom 

and God’s wisdom be your guide.  Amen. 

 
Greeting of Peace 
 

Peace to you from God our heavenly Father. 

Peace from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace. 

Peace from the Holy Spirit, the life-giver. 
 

The peace of the triune God be always with you 

and also with you. 

 

We share Christ’s peace with one another. 

 
Hymn 

 
A collection is taken for the ministry of St Mark’s.  If you are a taxpayer, please 

place your gift in one of the yellow envelopes provided, writing your name and 

address on the front.  If you leave the envelope blank, we are unable to 

reclaim tax under the ‘Gift Aid’ scheme.  Thank you. 

 
WOMB OF LIFE and source of being, 

home of every restless heart,  

in your arms the world's awakened; 

you have loved us from the start.  

We, your children, gather round you 

at the table you prepare.  

Sharing stories, tears, and laughter, 

we are nurtured by your care. 



9 
 

 

Word in flesh, our brother Jesus,  

born to bring us second birth,  

you have come to stand beside us, 

knowing weakness, knowing earth. 

Priest who shares our human struggles, 

Life of life, and Death of death,  

risen Christ, come stand among us, 

send the Spirit by your breath. 
 

Brooding Spirit, move among us;  

be our partner, be our friend. 

When our memory fails, remind us 

whose we are, what we intend. 

Labour with us, aid the birthing  

of the new world yet to be,  

free from status and division,  

free for love and unity. Ruth C Duck (b 1947) 
 Tune: Love Divine (Stainer) 

 

 
Abiding 

 

Preparation 
 

Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, and the collection, are offered. 
 

Gather us in, O God: 

From every age and outlook. 
 

Gather us in, O God: 

From every creed and colour. 
 

Gather us in, O God: 

From every circumstance and walk of life. 
 

Be found among us: 

In the sharing of bread and wine, 

in the offering of friendship and service, 

in the openness of thankful hearts 

and outstretched hands, 

be found among us. 
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray  (please sit or kneel) 

 

ETERNAL WISDOM, 

source of our being 

and goal of our longing, 

we praise you and give you thanks, 

because you have created us, women and men, 

together in your image 

to cherish your world and seek your face. 

 

Divided and disfigured by sin, 

while we were yet helpless, 

you emptied yourself of power, 

and took on our unprotected flesh. 

You laboured with us upon the cross, 

and have brought us forth 

to the hope of resurrection. 

 

Therefore, with the woman who gave you birth, 

the women who befriended you and fed you, 

who argued with you and touched you, 

the woman who anointed you for death, 

the women who met you, risen from the dead, 

and with all your lovers throughout the ages, 

we praise you, singing: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of truth and love, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessèd is he, O blessèd is he, 

who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 Setting from ‘St Anne’s Mass,’ 

 by James Macmillan (b 1959). 
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Blessed is our brother Jesus, 

who, before his suffering, earnestly desired 

to eat with his companions 

the passover of liberation; 

who, on the night he was handed over, 

took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and said: 

‘This is my body, which is for you. 

Do this to remember me.’ 
 

In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying: 

‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 

Do this, whenever you drink it, 

to remember me.’ 
 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

Therefore, as we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we are proclaiming Christ’s death until he comes. 

In the body broken and the blood outpoured, 

we restore to memory and hope 

the broken and unremembered victims of tyranny and sin; 

and we long for the bread of tomorrow 

and the wine of the age to come. 
 

Come then, life-giving spirit of God, 

brood over these bodily things, 

and make us one body with Christ; 

that we may labour with creation 

to be delivered from bondage and decay 

into the glorious liberty 

of all the children of God. 
 Janet Morley. 
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Lord’s Prayer & Sharing in Communion 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The bread is broken. 
 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

Words of invitation follow. 
 

Christ’s table has been prepared 

and Christ is the one who beckons. 

Come take your place and feed on him. 
 

Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread 

and wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar 

rail with those around you. Gluten-free bread rolls are used. 
 

During administration, we sing together the following chant: 
 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful, 

in the Lord I will rejoice! 

Look to God, do not be afraid; 

lift up your voices: the Lord is near, 

lift up your voices: the Lord is near.  Jacques Berthier (1923-94), Taizé 

 

Afterwards, the choir will sing God So Loved the World, by John Stainer (1840 - 1901) 
 

At the conclusion, silence is shared. 
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Venturing 
 

Prayers of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 
 

MAY OUR HEARTS overflow with love for you, 

our spirits dance with joy in you, 

and our wills be drawn by desire for you; 

for you have called us to be your friends 

and live to your praise and glory. 

Amen. 
 Ann Lewin 

 
Announcements 

 
Blessing 
 

Go forth in peace:  

let the wisdom of God guide your way,  

let the compassion of Christ be your gift to the world,  

let the fire of the Spirit be your inspiration;  

 

and the blessing of God, 

Creator, Christ and Sacred Spirit, 

rest upon you and all whom you love, 

both living and departed, 

now and always. Amen. 

 
Hymn 
 

Thou, whose almighty word  

chaos and darkness heard,  

and took their flight; 

hear us, we humbly pray,  

and where the gospel day  

sheds not its glorious ray,  

let there be light.
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Thou, who didst come to bring  

on thy redeeming wing,  

healing and sight, 

health to the sick in mind,  

sight to the inly blind,  

O now to humankind  

let there be light. 

 

Spirit of truth and love,  

life-giving, holy Dove,  

speed forth thy flight; 

move on the water's face,  

bearing the lamp of grace,  

and in earth's darkest place  

let there be light. 

 

Holy and blessed Three, 

glorious Trinity, 

Wisdom, Love, Might;  

boundless as ocean's tide 

rolling in fullest pride, 

through the earth far and wide  

let there be light. 
 

 John Marriott (1780-1825) alt. 

 Tune: Moscow 

 
Commission (please face the back of church) 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ  Amen. 

 
Organ voluntary:  

'Postlude on Gelobt Sei Gott' by Healey Willan 
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Sharing in the hospitality of Christ 

continues after this service with refreshments, 

on Wednesdays at Lunch Club, on Fridays at Broomhall Breakfast, 

on Saturdays at Soup Run, and wherever and whenever 

food and friendship are offered in Christ’s name. 

 
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Printed on Recycled Paper. 

The following sources have been used in compiling this service: 
 ‘Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England;’  

‘All Desires Known,’ by Janet Morley; and locally crafted texts.   

Hymns and songs are reproduced under Church Copyright Licence Number 294846.  

The image on the front cover of the Trinity is by William Blake.. 

 

 


