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Welcome 
 

Welcome and warmest Christmas greetings, especially if you are 

visiting St Mark’s over Christmas.  May you discover here what you are 

seeking and find encouragement along the way. Our worship is richer 

for having you here.  Thank you. 

 
About this service 

 

The seasons of Christmas and Epiphany invite us to ponder not only 

the circumstances surrounding Jesus’ birth, but also the meaning and 

significance of incarnation – of how it is that ‘Eternity is in love with 

the productions of time’ (William Blake). 
 

As the evangelists recognised, the wonder and vulnerability of new 

birth draw us into this mystery by challenging our sense of what 

constitutes power and how authority manifests itself when motivated 

by love. 
 

 

To use the Induction Loop, please select the T Setting on your 

hearing aid.   
 

LARGE PRINT versions of worship materials are available.  

We ask that mobile phones and pagers be switched off or set 

to silent mode.   

 
Before the service begins, you are invited to share in a time of quiet 

reflection in preparation for worship.  

 
Preparing for worship 

 

Who would think that what was needed 

to transform and save the earth 

might not be a plan or army, 

proud in purpose, proved in worth? 

Who would think, despite derision, 

that a child might lead the way? 

God surprises earth with heaven, 

coming here on Christmas Day. 
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Gathering 
 

Voluntary 

 

Choral Introit – Gaudete! Piae Cantiones 1582. 
 

Gaudete, gaudete! Christus est natus (Rejoice, rejoice! Christ is born). 

 
At the Crib 
 

The service begins at the crib.  Please turn to face the back of church. 
 

The candles of the Christmas wreath are lit one by one: 

 

We light this candle because we have heard a promise of peace: 

and we have faith its day will come. 
 

We light this candle because we have heard a rumour of justice: 

and we have faith its day will come. 
 

We light this candle because we have heard a whisper of hope: 

and we have faith its day will come. 
 

We light this candle because we have heard a hint of love: 

and we have faith its day will come. 
 

We light this candle because we have heard of the birth of the Christ-child 

and we have faith his day is here. 
 Cheryl Lawrie 

 

Carol 
 

O COME, all ye faithful, 

joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

come and behold him 

born, the King of angels; 
 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

God of God, 

Light of light, 

Lo!  he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 

very God, 

begotten, not created; Refrain. 
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Sing, choirs of angels, 

sing in exultation, 

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above: 

‘Glory to God 

in the highest’:  
 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 

born this happy morning; 

Jesu, to thee be glory given; 

Word of the Father, 

now in flesh appearing. Refrain. 
 John F Wade (1711-86). 

 Tune: Veni Emmanuel. 

 

Prayers of Approach  
 

The Lord be with you: 

and also with you. 
 

FATHER OF LIGHT, 

you bring to light things hidden in darkness 

and know the shadows of our hearts: 

cleanse and renew us by your Spirit, 

that we may walk in the light 

and glorify your name; 

through Jesus Christ, 

the Light of the world.  Amen. 
 

Christ, the Light of the world, 

has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts. 

In his light let us examine our lives 

and acknowledge our shortcomings. 
 

Pause for reflection. 
 

Your servant Mary accepted your call 

to be the mother of Jesus. 

Forgive us when we refuse to listen.   
 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
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Your Son our Saviour 

was born in the poverty of a manger. 

Forgive us when we give in to our greed. 

 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

The shepherds left their flocks 

to go to Bethlehem. 

Forgive us when we become narrow-minded. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

May the God of forgiveness 

heal you of all that harms you 

and lead you into life eternal.  Amen. 

 
Gloria 
 

ANGELS, from the realms of glory, 

wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

ye who sang creation’s story, 

now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 
 

Come and worship, 

worship Christ, the new-born King. 
 

Shepherds, in the field abiding, 

watching o’er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing, 

yonder shines the infant Light: Refrain 
 

Sages, leave your contemplations; 

brighter visions beam afar; 

seek the great Desire of nations; 

ye have seen his natal star: Refrain 
 

Saints before the altar bending, 

watching long in hope and fear, 

suddenly the Lord, descending, 

in his temple shall appear: Refrain 
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Though an infant now we view him, 

he shall fill his Father’s throne, 

gather all the nations to him; 

every knee shall then bow down: 
 

Come and worship, 

worship Christ, the new-born King. 
 

 James Montgomery (1771-1854). Tune: Iris. 

 
Collect  
 

Let us pray. 
 

God of David’s fragile house 

of hope and expectation: 

in the time of empires, 

your word is born to those 

who have no place  

and sung to those  

who watch in the wild; 

may his birth unsettle our world 

with hidden glory and untold peace; 

through Jesus Christ, the Child of Promise. Amen. 
 

 Prayers for an Inclusive Church. 

 

Attending 
 

Reading – Isaiah 52.7-10  Read by Richard Taylor 
 

A reading from the prophecy of Isaiah. 
 

HOW BEAUTIFUL upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger 

who announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, 

who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’  8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their 

voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of 

the LORD to Zion.  9 Break forth together into singing, you ruins of 

Jerusalem; for the LORD has comforted his people, he has redeemed 

Jerusalem.  10 The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the 

nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.  
 

Let us listen for the word of the Lord.
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Carol 
1 

SEE AMID the winter’s snow, 

born for us on earth below, 

see the tender Lamb appears, 

promised from eternal years. 

3 

Say, ye holy shepherds, say, 

what your joyful news today? 

Wherefore have ye left your sheep 

on the lonely mountain steep? 
 

Hail, thou ever-blessèd morn, 

hail, redemption’s happy dawn! 

Sing through all Jerusalem, 

Christ is born in Bethlehem! 
 

2 

Lo, within a manger lies 

he who built the starry skies; 

he who, throned in heights sublime, 

sits amid the cherubim. 

4 

‘As we watched at dead of night, 

lo, we saw a wondrous light: 

angels, singing ‘peace on earth’, 

told us of the Saviour’s birth.’ 
 

 Edward Caswall (1814-78).  Tune:: Humility 

 

Gospel – John 1.1 – 14. 
 

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community. 
 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory. 

Alleluia. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

IN THE BEGINNING was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God.  2 He was in the beginning with God.  3 All things 

came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 

being. What has come into being  4 in him was life, and the life was the 

light of all people.  5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 

not overcome it. 
 

 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  7 He came as a 

witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.  8 He 

himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 
 

9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  10 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 

world did not know him.  11 He came to what was his own, and his own 

people did not accept him. continued overleaf... 
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12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power 

to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will 

of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
 

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 

glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Christmas Presents 
 

Young people share some Christmas delights with Shan and Sue. 

 
Responding 

 
Prayers of Solidarity & Concern, led by  David Price. 

 
The following bidding and response is used after each petition. 

 

Light of the world. 

Bring healing, bring peace. 

 
At the end. 

 

Christ, Light of the world. 

May your healing peace  

bring hope to our troubled world; 

be born in us, we pray.  Amen. 
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Greeting of Peace 
 

Unto us a child is born, 

unto us a son is given: 

and his name is called 

the Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of his government 

and of peace 

there shall be no end. Isaiah 9.6. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Gestures of peace and goodwill are shared, especially with those 

who are unfamiliar or from whom we are estranged. 

 

Carol 
 

A collection is taken for the ministry of St Mark’s.  There will also be a retiring 

collection for the work of Christian Aid.  Please use the appropriate envelopes provided 

and, if you are a UK tax-payer, Gift Aid your donation.  Thank you. 
 

1 

O LITTLE TOWN of Bethlehem, 

how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

the silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

the everlasting Light; 

the hopes and fears of all the years 

are met in thee to-night. 
 

2 

O morning stars, together 

proclaim the holy birth, 

and praises sing to God our King, 

and peace to all the earth. 

For Christ is born of Mary; 

and, gathered all above, 

while mortals sleep, the angels keep 

their watch of wondering love. 

 

3 

How silently, how silently, 

the wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

the blessings  of his heav’n. 

No ear may hear his coming; 

but in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive 

him, still 

the dear Christ enters in. 
 

4 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

descend to us, we pray; 

cast out our sin, and enter in, 

be born in us to-day. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

the great glad tidings tell: 

O come to us, abide with us, 

our Lord Emmanuel. 
 

 Phillips Brooks (1835-93).  Tune: Forest Green 
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Abiding 
Preparation 
 

Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, and the collection, are offered. 
 

We bring to this table symbols of our lives. 

Bread to sustain us, 

wine to gladden the heart 

and money, the fruit of our labours. 
 

As shepherds worshipped the Prince of Peace, 

these are our offerings of thanksgiving and praise.  

 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray. (Please sit or kneel) 
 

May God be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

In this mystery of the Word made flesh 

you have caused his light to shine in our hearts, 

to give knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 

In him we see our God made visible 

and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see. 

Therefore with all the angels of heaven 

we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 

and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of truth and love, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he, O blessed is he, 

who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. ‘St Anne’s Mass,’ James Macmillan (b 1959) 
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Father of all, we give you thanks 

for every gift that comes from heaven. 
 

To the darkness Jesus came as your light. 

With signs of faith and words of hope 

he touched untouchables with love and washed the guilty clean. 
 

This is his story. 

This is our song: 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The crowds came out to see your Son, 

yet at the end they turned on him. 
 

On the night he was betrayed 

he came to table with his friends 

to celebrate the freedom of your people. 
 

This is his story. 

This is our song: 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food; 

he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said: 

This is my body, given for you all. 

Jesus then gave thanks for the wine; 

he took the cup, gave it and said: 

This is my blood, shed for you all for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

This is our story. 

This is our song: 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup 

we celebrate the cross 

on which he died to set us free. 

Defying death he rose again 

and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world. 
 

This is our story. 

This is our song: 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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Send your Spirit on us now 

that by these gifts we may feed on Christ 

with opened eyes and hearts on fire. 
 

May we and all who share this food 

offer ourselves to live for you 

and be welcomed at your feast in heaven 

where all creation worships you, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 
 

Blessing and honour and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 Common Worship, Prayer D. 

 
Lord’s Prayer & Communion 
 

Rejoicing in God’s presence among us, 

we pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The bread is broken. 

 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

 
Words of invitation follow. 
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Draw near to Bethlehem, 

House of Bread, 

where hungry hearts are satisfied, 

seeking souls find wisdom, 

and failing faith is kindled back to life. 

 

Today, God has turned the world upside-down 

and restored the dignity of all people.  

Alleluia! 

 
Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread 

and wine or if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar 

rail with those around you. Gluten-free bread rolls are used. 

 

During administration, we sing together: 
 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful, 

in the Lord I will rejoice! 

Look to God, do not be afraid; 

lift up your voices: the Lord is near, 

lift up your voices: the Lord is near. Taizé. 
 

Afterwards, the choir will sing, Sussex Carol, Arr. David Willcocks. 
 

At the conclusion, silence is shared. 

 

Venturing 
 

Prayers of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 
 

GOD of the stable, 

God of the manger, 

we thank you for revealing your glory 

in the humility of our humanity 

and in ordinary things made holy: 

we offer you our lives in the service 

of those who walk in darkness 

and those who have seen a great light; 

that Christ may be found among us  

and his beauty transfigure the world.  Amen. 
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Blessing 
 

May the joy of the angels, 

the eagerness of the shepherds, 

the perseverance of the sages, 

the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 

and the peace of the Christ-child 

be yours this Christmas; 
 

and the blessing of God, 

Creator, Christ and Sacred Spirit, 

be upon you and those whom you love, 

both living and departed, now and always. Amen. 

 

Carol  

 
HARK, THE herald-angels sing 

glory to the new-born King; 

peace of earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled: 

joyful, all ye nations rise, 

join the triumph of the skies; 

with the angelic host proclaim, 

‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’ 

 
Hark, the herald-angels sing 

glory to the new-born King. 

 
Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

late in time behold him come, 

offspring of a virgin’s womb! 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see: 

hail, the incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as man with us to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

 
Hark, the herald-angels sing 

glory to the new-born King. 
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Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

risen with healing in his wings; 

mild he lays his glory by, 

born that we no more may die, 

born to raise us from the earth 

born to give us second birth. 

 
Hark, the herald-angels sing 

glory to the new-born King. 
 Charles Wesley (1701-88). 

 
Commission (please face the back of church) 

 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

when the star in the sky is gone, 

when the kings and princes are home, 

when the shepherds are back with their flocks, 

the work of Christmas begins: 

to find the lost, to heal the broken, 

to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner, 

to rebuild the nations, to bring peace among the people, 

to make music in the heart. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
Voluntary. 

 

 

 
Please stay for a moment to share Festive refreshments. 

All are welcome! 
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Wishing you 

Peace and Joy 

this Christmas! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The following sources have been used in compiling this service: ‘Common Worship: 

Services and Prayers for the Church of England’; ‘Prayers for an Inclusive Church’, by 

Steven Shakespeare; ‘Shine on, Star of Bethlehem’, edited by Geoffrey Duncan; and 

locally produced texts. The musical setting for the liturgy is the ‘St Anne’s Mass’, by 

James Macmillan.  Hymns, songs and anthems are reproduced under Church Copyright 

Licence Number 294846.   


