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MOT (revisited)* 
 

In preparing to write my final piece 
for the Messenger as your vicar, I 
looked back through the Annual 
Reports for the last five years to 
reacquaint myself with the course of 
our journeying together.  It was a 
salutary undertaking, triggering 
many memories and emotions, 
which highlighted some of the cairns 
reached and conditions faced.  It has 
been a relatively brief incumbency, 
yet somehow it has seemed ample.   

We have to go back to when the initials SH stood 
for Sue Hobley and the magenta-coloured notice 
boards announced a different clerical cast was in 
residence.  Alan Brown occupied the organ bench 
and Andy Thomas directed the choir.  Ellen 
Bernstein (now a Rev’d in New Zealand) was in 
the office and Dan Keeble (RIP), with Sam Faulds, 
were our children’s workers.  Jane Padget and 
Martin Godley served as churchwardens, Anna 
Ryder (then Rutherford) was secretary and David 
Ryder (the one constant!) held the purse strings.   

There were no photovoltaic panels on the roof and 
swine flu was unknown (at least to most of us).  
Mark Newitt had yet to coin ‘Living thinking faith’ 
and David Stoker (RIP) to design our logo.  ‘Godly 
Play’ was unfamiliar and ‘Practising Paradise’ 
sounded decidedly un-St Mark’s!  Kay’s sculptures 
were still to take form and some of Iain Strath’s 
finest Christmas creations had yet to be conceived 
(eg ‘Don’t Waste Christmas’).   

Do you remember the ‘Affirming Commitment’ 
consultation followed by Nicky and Janet’s 
inspirational blessing?  The ‘Community 
Consultation’ and launch of the ‘Faith and Justice’ 
committee overseeing our ‘Social Action Groups’?  
What about the launch of the (not so) new website 
and the plethora of ‘home-grown’ liturgies and 
courses.   

And, through all this, the inevitable comings and 
goings as companions move on or pass on and 
new ones join the journey for a season.  
Personally, some of the moments of profoundest 
sadness have been the loss of loved ones and, 
equally, some of the times of greatest joy have 
been the arrival of new members, especially the 
growing number of young families and citizens 
from other nations.   

Nor should we fail to recall last year’s 50
th

 
Anniversary celebrations.  Lion’s Tale (with an 
interesting ‘casting’ for the vicar), returning clergy 
to preach, the launch of ‘A History of St Mark’s’, an 
evening of congregational talent and a festive 
service featuring that indomitable advocate of 

George Pace’s architectural 
(theological) vision, Michael Adie, 
followed by a splendid lunch on the 
Green prepared by Broomhall 
parishioners.   

If asked to name the stages on the 
journey I look back on with particular 
appreciation, I would not on this 
occasion (forgive my indulgence) 
focus on our ministry beyond the walls 
of St Mark’s, as essential to our 

vocation as this is; rather, I would draw attention to 
the miracle that happens each time a remarkably 
diverse cross-section of humanity gathers in 
Christ’s name, seeking to share his faith and 
embrace his kingdom vision, in companionship 
with one another.  For me this was epitomized by 
our Parish Weekend away at the Hayes 
Conference Centre, Swanwick, in 2012.  I can 
think of no more apt words with which to conclude 
than those I used at the closing plenary on that 
occasion: 

On my early morning walk a few hours ago, 
leaving the grounds of the conference 
centre, I passed wild climbing roses still in 
full bloom – pinks, whites and reds, laden 
with dew, exuding a delicate fragrance to 
passing noses.  A little later, I came upon a 
freshly reaped field – its crop gathered, 
leaving stubble and bare soil.  Then, the 
body of a dead rabbit – pierced at the nape 
of the neck, listless, eyes wide open.  And, 
finally, a young heifer attempting to mount a 
mate – much to her surprise and chagrin!   

A wild rose, a cropped field, a listless rabbit, 
a spirited steer: summer, autumn, winter, 
spring – four seasons in an instant.  In a 
very real sense, church communities are the 
same.  At any slice of time, there are those 
being born, growing, maturing, deceasing.  
And the invitation of faith is simply the 
invitation to celebrate this profound truth, 
and to find meaning for our living within all 
the opportunities and constraints it affords.  
And, through doing so, to discover the 
sacred – that which endures and is eternal – 
woven within the fabric of our frailty.  And as 
we journey in faith we come to realize that 
all is harvest – from birth to death, from joy 
to sorrow, from fresh experiences to 
enduring routines, in health and in sickness, 
when together or apart – all is harvest.   

The Vicar. 

* MOT – ‘Ministry of Thanks’ was the title of my 
first Messenger article. 
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IAN WALLIS 
 

There was a sense of shock in St Mark’s 
congregation at the end of the Eucharist on 
Sunday, 7 September when Ian explained that, for 
health reasons, he was resigning as incumbent.  
His last Sunday will be 12 October.   

Ian’s struggle with ill health is reminiscent of the 
Book of Job.  In 2008, he had to give up his role as 
Principal of the Northern Ordination Course 
because of a cardiac malfunction (atrial flutter).  
Later that year, in December 2008, Jane Padget 
and I represented St Mark’s at the selection 
interviews which our patrons, the Church 
Burgesses, arranged with short-listed candidates.  
Ian stood out amongst the candidates and we 
were reassured, at that stage, about his health.  
But, sadly, Ian suffered further setbacks. In 2011 
there was a recurrence of heart problems which 
were tackled by surgery.  Then around Easter 
2013 he developed sciatica.  We have all felt 
enormous sympathy for Ian as he has battled with 
pain and carried on his work as vicar with the 
conscientiousness that is his hallmark.   

Ian became vicar in June 2009, so he will have 
served here just over five years.  This is a 
relatively short spell for St Mark’s – our vicars 
since 1871 have stayed on average for 12 years.  
But in other parishes five years would be quite 
normal and what counts, of course, is quality 
rather than longevity.  We have been greatly 
blessed to have had a vicar with such a rare 
combination of talents as Ian.  He has made his 
mark and he will long be remembered.   

He is an able New Testament scholar.  His 
scholarship has informed his sermons and his 
contributions to St Mark’s Centre for Radical 
Christianity, the Council of which he has chaired in 
recent years.  This scholarship also underpins his 
commitment to the person of Jesus and the values 
of love, humility, openness and justice for which he 
stood.  Ian’s sermons have not been academic 
exercises.  He has spoken from the heart.  He has 
great skills as a teacher, both in expounding ideas 
and in seeking, in a gentle and Socratic way, to 
draw ideas and thoughts out of others.  Those who 
have been on the PCC in his time will recognise 
this ability.   

His skills in the use of language have been 
reflected not only in his sermons but also in the 
fine liturgies he has prepared for us at St Mark’s.  
Along with this goes an endearing sense of 
humour – often our 10am Service has begun with 
a disarming quip about current events from Ian.   

His career has reflected tensions between the calls 
of academia and of parish ministry.  In 1995, after 
years in Cambridge, he took the plunge and 

became priest of a large parish in Durham 
Diocese.  So St Mark’s was the second parish of 
which he was parish priest.  Here he quickly 
showed his unusual grasp of the many different 
aspects of parish ministry.  His leadership style is 
fascinating – he sees his role as encouraging the 
talents of others, nudging them to assert 
themselves.   

One aspect of a parish priest’s role is developing 
the church’s organisation.  So, early on, Ian 
initiated discussions at the PCC to clarify St Mark’s 
identity and image, resulting in the description 
‘Living Thinking Faith’ and in attractive new notice 
boards.  Later, he set up a consultative process on 
the future of faith and justice work which has borne 
fruit very effectively.   

Another aspect is pastoral. He is patient, 
sympathetic, caring and a good listener.  When our 
church community was shaken by the deaths of 
Dave Stoker and Daniel Keeble, he helped people 
to find ways of expressing their grief.   

We, as a congregation, will greatly miss Liz as well 
as Ian.  She has participated enthusiastically in the 
life of St Mark’s, while at the same time 
shouldering onerous business responsibilities.  
She has been a huge support to Ian through this 
period of trial and tribulation.   

We thank Ian and Liz for all they have contributed 
to St Mark’s. We trust that Ian’s health will improve 
and that he will soon resume the active ministry for 
which his many talents suit him so well.   

David Price 

The editorial team of the Messenger thanks Ian for 
his many contributions and his wise guidance over 
the last five years and sends our very warm 
wishes to him and Liz for the future.  We hope to 
include further tributes in our next issue.   
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            ….and from TESS 

Hello Faithful Friends and Biscuit Lovers, 

I have sad news I’m afraid.  The day has finally 
arrived when I have to withdraw from public 
ministry owing to a sustained onset of wonkiness 
and a distinctly wobbly gait.  I know this will be a 
blow to many who have visited the Vicarage and 
been surprised to find a small lion – as I like to 
think of myself – approaching them in a friendly 
manner.  I hope my considerable fluffiness and 
unswerving attention – particularly, it has to be 
said, when the biscuits have come out – has been 
a comfort and joy to many of you over the years.   

My problem is that the world seems to be on a bit 
of a tilt at the moment.  The vet – whom I’m not so 
keen on though the Collar and Fuzz-ball think he’s 
the best thing since Winalot – says I’ve got trouble 
with my semi-circular canals (I didn’t realise I had 
any!  Can I swim in them?).  So much so that I’ve 
earned the nickname, ‘The Wonky Dog’.  I must 
admit that I’m not as steady on my pins as I once 
was, but the good thing is it seems to merit even 
more attention and a whole variety of treats.  
Nothing comes close to the therapeutic properties 
of smoked trout pâté.   

I’d like to say how much I’ve enjoyed ministering 
my attentions upon all-comers at St Mark’s.  It’s 
been great fun greeting visitors to the door with 
ear-splitting woofs and, although precluded from 
processing in church and passed over for the 
pulpit, I have tried to offer my own brand of canine 
insights, companionship and pastoral care.  My 
only regret is that I’ve not been able to catch one 
of those grey things with long tails that keep 
scurrying across the lawn – oops, there goes 
another one.  Seems to be walking diagonally, or 
is that me?!   

Woofs & Lickies to all my two-legged friends at St 
Mark’s… 

Tess 

GREENBELT 
 

This year was the first Greenbelt Festival held in 
the new venue of Boughton House (near 
Kettering).  The campsites and venues were set in 
beautiful woodland with occasional views of the 
house and lakes.  It was also a new experience for 
James and me – our first festival with a baby!  We 
borrowed my parents’ camper van and stayed in 
the van field but, as usual, there were lots of 
people we knew from St Mark’s and elsewhere 
who were camping, staying in nearby hotels or just 
coming as day visitors.   

We did less than we previously would and I didn’t 
manage to sing with the choir as I usually do, but 
the things we went to were excellent.  Nadia Bolz-
Weber was really engaging to listen to as always.  
I particularly enjoyed her talk with Sara Miles on 
‘Salvation and the inconvenience of other people’ 
during which they spoke about how to ensure 
worship is genuinely inclusive of all people 
attending.   

We enjoyed a ‘hip-hopera’ act, ‘Josephine and the 
Artizans’, which fused classical and rap music, as 
well as Jahmene Douglas, an X Factor finalist who 
puts a gospel spin on well-known pop songs.  We 
listened to Harry Baker and other young up-and-
coming poets in the fairy-light covered ‘Canopy’ 
venue.  We helped our friends who initiated the 
Forest Church movement with the ‘Mossy Church’ 
session for children and adults ‒  a series of 
nature-based activities on the theme of St Francis 
of Assisi. And we enjoyed the Sunday morning 
communion, making friends over bread and wine 
with the people we happened to sit next to and 
singing within the large crowds.   

I would recommend Greenbelt to anyone, 
especially now it’s closer to Sheffield and doable 
for a day trip.  Have a chat if you want to know 
more or want to know who will be camping if you 
join us next year.   

Jen Gallivan 
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WHERE DO THE CHOIR GO IN SUMMER?... 
 

…you may have asked yourself.   

One place is THE CHOIR PARTY, an event 
instituted a few years ago and considered 
indispensable to proper singing.  This year it took 
place on 25 July at 6.30, the time the choir are 
usually arriving out of breath to engage with 
varying degrees of creakiness or squeakiness in 
the warm-up exercises carefully devised by Mark.   

Unwilling to let Mark off the hook for the whole 
evening, the choir performed a song for him written 
by Eve Saunders.  Here it is: 

Tune: Stand up, stand up for Jesus  

Get up, get up it’s Sunday, 
It’s choir practice at nine; 
By car or foot or cycle 
We must get there in time. 
For Mark’s prepared and waiting → 
All ready for the fray, 
With service sheets and music → 
All placed in neat array. 

Before we’ve fully wakened, 
Mark has us on his feet → 
With warm-ups to get started, 
Oh how our hearts do leap→ 
With joy at all the raspberries → 
We’ll blow, and sirens sing, 
They will our voices strengthen 
And make the rafters ring! 

You have to learn sign language → 
When first you join Mark’s choir, 
For this (beckoning) means ‘Hot it up folks,’ 
And this (waving down) means ‘Douse the fire.’ 
A raised hand, palm out-facing 
Means ‘Watch!  The end’s in sight.’ 
And when a smile appears, then 
We know we’ve done all right. 

Mark, thank you for your patience, 
Your hard work and your drive; 
This year has been a good year → 
For all; you’ve helped us thrive. 
So let us raise our glasses  
And drink a toast to Mark → 
Who every Sunday, rises → 
Right early with the lark. 

Mary-Jane Ryder outdid herself in the matter of 
refreshments.  But nobody got to try her exquisite 
summery puddings without first going through the 
intellectual wrestling match of David Sanderson’s 

Quiz.  Is there really a composer called Mudd?  It 
gave everyone something to talk about… possibly 
why everyone thought they’d won and that the 
chocolate prize ought to be communal.   

The choir is back!  Listen out! Meanwhile, you can 
try Eve’s song for yourself.  It may be half a 
century or so since St Mark’s echoed to the tune of  
Stand up, stand up for Jesus but dust off your 
Victorian hymn-books , take a deep breath, and if 
your neighbours don’t  start banging the wall , 
maybe you would like to consider joining the choir 
as the autumn and winter music get under way…   

Frances Gray 
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A TRIBUTE TO A YOUNG SOLDIER IN WORLD WAR I 
 

For many people their link with 
World War I is through a 
grandfather or great uncle.  I 
have a more immediate and 
personal connection because 
my father, Harold Clark, was a 
young soldier in that terrible 
conflict from 1916 to 1919.  Dad 
left an archive of documents 
through which I have been able 
to trace his wartime 
experiences, and earlier this 
year I took this archive to a 
World War I research day 
organised by the English 
Department of Sheffield 
University at Weston Park 
Museum.   Dad’s story was subsequently included in 
an article published in the Sheffield Telegraph to 
commemorate the start of the war.   

Dad was born in 1898, the oldest of four brothers.  
Already working as a bank clerk, he enlisted in the 
British Army, probably as a conscript, in June 1916 
two days before his eighteenth birthday.  In August 
that year he was called up, joining the Royal Garrison 
Artillery as a gunner.   

It appears that Dad spent his 
first year in the army in the 
U.K. presumably undergoing 
basic training and learning to 
fire the huge guns of the 
heavy artillery.  In the 
autumn of 1917 he was sent 
abroad with his unit, probably 
to France and, apart from a 
short period of home leave in 
early 1918, spent the rest of 
the war on active service.  
Although Dad escaped the 
horrors of the trenches, his time as a gunner was no 
soft option.  If British guns could strike the German 
guns they could also retaliate.  The noise was 
deafening, creating explosions when the shells were 
fired, as well as on impact.  Men stuffed paper in their 
ears to deaden the sound and to keep out the dust 
and other debris.  They suffered burst ear drums and 
probably other injuries.  Dad wanted to apply for a 
commission, but my grandfather refused to sign the 
papers saying Dad would be killed in three weeks.   

After the Armistice in November 1918 Dad remained 
in the army.  Early in 1919 he sent his parents a Field 

Service Postcard saying he was 
well and that he had received 
their parcel.  In February he was 
promoted to the rank of 
bombardier, and later was sent 
to Germany where he was 
employed as a clerk in the 
offices of the Rhine Army Civil 
Administration, earning an 
excellent reference for his work.  
He was finally demobbed in 
November 1919 aged 21 and 
was transferred to the Army 
Reserve.   

Dad talked little about his time in 
the army in World War I.  He 

was young, and other experiences intervened 
including World War II when he was in the Home 
Guard.  My mother reckoned he had appreciated the 
opportunity to leave home, and from the brief remarks 
he made, it was clear he valued the comradeship of 
the other men.  Dad was in his forties when my 
brothers and I were born and as youngsters we did not 
think to ask further questions.   

In his late fifties Dad’s health started to deteriorate, 
and it is difficult now to judge how much this 

development can at least be 
partly attributed to his 
wartime experiences.  As far 
as I remember he was 
always partially deaf in one 
ear, and was said to suffer 
from ‘vertigo’, culminating in 
an incident when he 
suddenly collapsed at a 
social event I attended as a 
teenager.  He was prescribed 
medication which had very 
significant side effects and he 

seemed to age prematurely.  Dad died suddenly after 
suffering a coronary in December 1967 aged 69 
years.  He was a very kind man and I remember him 
with affection and gratitude.   

Commemorations of World War I will rightly 
concentrate on the terrible loss of life, the appalling 
injuries and the horrors of the trenches, but mercifully 
there were young men who managed to survive war 
service and to live long and productive lives.  Dad was 
one of these.  

Rosie Richards 
 

 
Top left:  Harold Clark 
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WHO ARE THE CHRISTIANS OF THE MIDDLE EAST? 
 

 
When I offered to write a piece about Christians 
in the Middle East for the Messenger, my initial 
thought was that, having lived in Egypt for 14 
years (admittedly 30 years ago now) and been 
involved with the Middle East Council of 
Churches, I might have something useful to say.  
As I sit to write, I feel the task is beyond me, but 
here goes.   

The first thing to realise is that, in the Middle 
East, everyone has a religious identity, whether 
they are believers or not, and they cannot discard 
that identity, even if they wish to (as a few mostly 
well-educated individuals do).  In most countries 
of the Middle East, identity cards state the 
religion of the bearer (‘none’ is not an option), 
and most names, too, are clearly identifiable as 
either ‘Muslim’ or ‘Christian’.  But beyond that, to 
reject one’s religion would be to reject one’s 
family and to complicate one’s place in the 
broader society, where everyone’s religious 
affiliation is assumed.  It is completely different 
from our situation in Britain.   

Next, it is important to know that Christians in the 
Middle East, unlike religious minorities in Britain, 
are not immigrants or the descendants of 
immigrants, but have been there since 
Christianity began.  We have joined their religion, 
not they ours.  The vast majority of Middle 
Eastern Christians still belong to the ancient 
churches that have been there since New 
Testament times – Copts in Egypt, Assyrians in 
Iraq and Syria – or to the churches that split from 
them after the Council of Chalcedon in the 5

th
 

century and came under the Patriarch of 
Constantinople as various branches of the Greek 
Orthodox Church.  They are all now called ‘Arab 
Christians’, though the ‘Arabs’ did not arrive till 
the Islamic conquests in the 7

th
 century.  They 

were often received as liberators from the 
domination of the Byzantine Empire, but at that 
point, the Christians became a minority and lived 
for centuries between waves of full acceptance 
and persecution, depending on the stance of the 
current ruler.  Much later, from the 19

th
 century 

until today, Western missionaries arrived, both 
Catholic and Protestant, and, finding it virtually 
impossible to convert Muslims, set about making 
converts of the local Christians, so there are now 
a variety of numerically small Catholic and 
Protestant churches.  With the fall of the Ottoman 
Empire after World War I and the domination of 
the area by Britain and France under the various 
‘Mandates’, Christians faced again the dilemma 
that had been thrown at them by the Crusades: 
how should they relate to the incomers – as 

fellow Christians or as foreign occupiers?  And 
how would their choice affect their standing 
among their Muslim neighbours?   

When Egypt and the newly-drawn countries of 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Jordan achieved 
independence, the Christians overwhelmingly 
chose the second option.  They were actively 
involved in politics, often at high levels, and in 
laying the foundations of the newly constituted 
nation states.  This remains true in Lebanon and 
Palestine.  However, with the overthrow of 
secular governments (under Mubarak in Egypt, 
Saddam Hussein in Iraq, and potentially Asad in 
Syria), which had become corrupt and tyrannical, 
and the rise of militant Islamists to fill the vacuum, 
Christians have become almost completely 
excluded from positions of influence, and now not 
only risk marginalisation but have been driven 
from their homes in thousands and go in fear of 
their very lives.  They share this fate with other 
groups that do not comply with the extreme 
demands of Islamist armed movements.  The 
Yazidis have received particular attention in the 
media, but the same treatment is being meted out 
to Shi’a Muslims and even to Sunnis who have 
had any connection with the previous government 
– an unknown number of Sunni members of the 
Iraqi armed forces have been executed, 
sometimes by beheading.  The difference for the 
Christians is that they have a connection, through 
the Church, with the West, so they again face the 
dilemma: do they look abroad for protection, or do 
they hold on to their national identity and endure 
in the hope of a better future?  And for our part, 
which of those options do we encourage? I have 
only grief and questions, and no answers.   

Carol Rowe 
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BROOMHILL FESTIVAL ~ THIS 
YEAR AND NEXT 

 

It is four months since the end of the Broomhill 
Festival, which in 2014 celebrated its 40

th
 year.  The 

programme covered a wide selection of events, from 
open gardens to music of all complexions, from the 
serious to the frivolous, from Adela Pankhurst to Le 
Tour de Broomhill.  At the same time as providing a 
rich choice of entertainment and activity, the Festival 
aims to raise money for local charities.   

The Broomhill Festival Planning Group meets 
throughout the year to review the past festival and 
plan the next.  After the 2014 Festival the accounts 
showed income from events, donations and the 
raffle, and expenditure for expenses, administration 
and printing, leaving an ‘operating surplus’ of 
£10,512.  Only then could the Planning Group 
consider how much to give to the chosen charities.  
In 2014 these were Roundabout, the Sheena Amos 
Youth Trust (SAYiT), Churches Together in Broomhill 
& Broomhall, and the Sheffield Music Academy.  
Representatives of the charities gathered on 1 
September to receive their cheques, and to 
summarize their current work.  Donations to the 
chosen charities, including the Festival Community 
Fund, totalled £8,100 this year.   

The Festival Community Fund, set up in 2012, 
enables the Planning Group to respond quickly to 
urgent modest requests from local charitable 
organizations.  Its existence needs to be known more 
widely.  Applications may be made to this fund, (see 
email address below) ‒  which is £1,750 at present ‒  

at any time during the year; they are dealt with as 
they arrive.   

Each year, there needs to remain in the funds a 
balance to cover the setting-up costs for the next 
year’s festival.  This balance at present is £7,935, 
being an amount brought forward from 2013 Festival 
and the ‘top up’ from the 2014 Festival.  The 
Sheffield City Council Broomhill Ward Community 
Pot awarded the Festival in 2014 a grant of £1,950 
for specific items, e.g. a new Festival banner, bunting 
and promotion stands.   

The charities chosen to benefit from the 2015 
Festival will be selected from applications made in 
response to an invitation on display by the time this 
edition of Mark’s Messenger appears.  Any charity 
interested in applying may email 
admin@broomhillfestival.org.uk to receive application 
material.  Last year eighteen applications were 
received.  The charities to benefit from the 2015 
festival will be chosen by ballot among members of 
the Planning Group.   

Anyone who would like to become active in furthering 
the aims of the Festival is invited to join the Planning 
Group.  If you wish to find out more, come to the 
Annual General Meeting of the Broomhill Festival on 
Monday, 17 November (time and place to be 
announced).   

Rosalind Rogerson 
(Member of the BFPG) 

 
 

FURTHER LINKS WITH ST. AIDAN’S 
 
This Lent Tim and I decided that, as St 
Mark’s is developing links with the Manor 
parish, and as Tim is a ‘Hope for the 
Future’ ambassador, it would be a good 
idea to find out what people living in a 
different parish thought of ‘climate change’ 
and the issues surrounding it, and so we 
opted to join the Lent group meeting at St 
Aidan's.  We, and Rosie Richards, were 
very warmly welcomed and thoroughly 
enjoyed doing the course with people who quickly 
became friends.  Discussions were always thoughtful 
and lively, and we had a lot of fun too, which 
counteracted some of the more ‘intellectual’ elements 
of the course. 

Since then some of St Aidan's congregation have 
visited St Mark's, and St Mark's congregation have 
been invited to events at St Aidan's, including the 
Patronal Festival on the morning of 31 August.  This 

was a very happy, vibrant occasion which 
included a sermon linking Aidan - a Bishop 
who was a man of the people, with Christ, 
and singing the hymn Oh God our help in 
ages past in Shona with African drum 
accompaniment.   

This was set in an appropriate and well 
thought out Liturgy, and we felt very much at 
home.  A Mission Partnership with the 

Manor will, undoubtedly, benefit both parishes.  We 
have much to learn from each other and much to 
share, based on the sentiments expressed in the 
Collect this morning:  

Everlasting God, you sent the gentle bishop Aidan 
to proclaim the gospel in this land: grant us to live 
as he taught in simplicity, humility and love for the 
poor; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.  
Amen   

Helen Gregory 

  

 

Stained glass 
St Aidans 

mailto:admin@broomhillfestival.org.uk
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BOOK REVIEW: 

THE POWER OF PARABLE: HOW FICTION BY JESUS BECAME FICTION ABOUT JESUS 
by John Dominic Crossan (SPCK, 2012) 

 
Crossan sets out a very 
carefully structured thesis in this 
book: parable is not only the 
main way in which each of the 
gospel writers tells us about the 
teaching of Jesus, it is also the 
way they present the whole 
story of Jesus.  This is 
characterised by the Emmaus 
picture on the cover.   

In Part I (Parables Told by 
Jesus), he distinguishes three different types: riddle 
parables, example parables and challenge parables.  
Riddles generally require explanation, examples 
should be relatively obvious, but challenge implies a 
message pointed at a particular group or community 
of people.  All of these types exist in literature of the 
time (e.g. Jewish, Greek and Roman) as well as in 
the gospels.  However whereas a given parable may 
appear in different gospels, the interpretation is often 
not the same, and the way it is presented may even 
suggest a different type (e.g. challenge rather than 
example). 

In Part II (Parables Told about Jesus), each of the 
four gospels is analysed as a challenge parable, in 
which the message and story about Jesus is slanted 
in order to challenge or even attack a particular 
group.  Thus Mark is challenging the Twelve in 
Jerusalem (c.70 CE), Matthew attacks Pharisaic 
Judaism, while Luke, Acts and John both attack 
Judaism and challenge Rome.  This is where the 
subtitle reference to ‘fiction about Jesus’ comes to 
the fore.   

Crossan does not attempt to sort out which bits are 
fiction and which might be fact.  He shows that 
making parables out of history was already common 
in both Jewish and Roman contemporary culture, 
and gives suitable examples.  In particular, the 
phrase ‘Son of God’ was not originally Christian but 
Roman, used to describe Augustus and other 
Roman Emperors, so its application to Jesus Christ 
was a deliberate challenge to Roman hegemony, 
however else it might be interpreted.  In some ways 
we might view the gospels in a similar way to modern 
historical novels, in which the author attempts to fill in 
the story between reported facts and round out the 
characters involved.  However both the enormous 
cultural gulf between the 1

st
 and 21

st
 centuries and 

the highly charged message of the gospels make this 
a somewhat limited comparison.   

This is a closely argued and compelling book in 
which Crossan summons up impressive amounts of 
evidence.  He goes to some lengths to make sure 

that the reader can follow where he is going, what 
has been established in each chapter and how this 
leads to the next one.  As might be expected, it will 
be a challenge to anyone inclined to take a literalist 
view of the gospels.  It should however be read by 
everyone who is even slightly curious about how the 
four gospels came to be written the way they are.   

Robin Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COVER PICTURE 

Child with a Dove is one of Pablo 
Picasso’s earliest paintings (1901) and 
comes at the start of his ‘blue period’.   

We see the child holding the dove 
closely; her multi-coloured ball beside 
her.  Here we understand ‘innocence’ 
and yearn to acquire this state, a 
reminder, perhaps, of the vulnerability of the young in 
a time of noise and the clamour of war. 

Ed. 
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PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS 
 
‘For we are not contending against flesh and blood but against principalities, against powers, against the 
world’s rulers of this present darkness…’  Ephesians 6.12. 
   
The early Christians, challenging the might of the 
Roman Empire, used strong, even apocalyptic, 
language to describe their situation.  Should we 
use similar language to describe our situation 
today?  Are there harmful ‘powers and 
principalities’ at work today in the world and in 
Britain?  I would argue that there are, even if they 
are less obvious and more complex than the 
Roman Empire.   

We are all aware that excessive risk taking and 
sharp practice among highly paid financiers 
caused the financial crisis of 2008, leading to 
bailout by taxpayers and austerity programmes.  
The consequences of the austerity programmes in 
parts of Southern Europe have been dire.  In 
Britain, the Government’s claim that ‘we are all in 
this together’ is contradicted by the Treasury’s own 
statistics.  While the richest 10% of the population 
rightly experienced the greatest impact from 
changes in the last two Budgets, the second 
greatest negative impact has been felt by the 
poorest 10%.  The rich can look after themselves.  
The poor cannot.  They have no reserves at all.  
The heavy weight of cuts on the poor alone 
explains the growth of food banks.  But why has 
our Government behaved in this way?  What 
influences on Ministers prevent them from 
adopting more obvious solutions like expanding 
HMRC and ensuring that less tax is avoided?   

You might expect that the disaster of 2008 would 
deter multi-national corporations from attempts to 
obtain more power, but the reverse is the case.  
Not only do they pressurise Governments for ever 
more privatisation.  They also seek, through trade 
agreements, to remove any obstacles to their own 
corporate expansion.  So corporations are 
engaged in secret negotiations with the US 
Government and the EU on the Transatlantic 
Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP).  This 
will enable them to sue Governments for any 
damage to their corporate interests; for example, 

by regulations restricting fracking, GM foods, NHS 
privatisation and so on.  The list is potentially 
endless.  The legal process appears biased in 
favour of corporations.  The threat to democracy is 
overwhelming, yet our Government inexplicably 
supports TTIP.  Sheffield protestors joined in 
national protests on 12 July.  There is still time to 
kill TTIP and similar harmful agreements, notably 
affecting Africa.   

My focus in this article so far has been on how rich 
and powerful interests overreach themselves.  But, 
even without this, the dice are loaded in favour of 
the 1% and against the 99%.  I have been reading 
Piketty’s masterly analysis Capitalism in the 21

st
 

Century.  Piketty is a French economist who has 
studied the distribution of wealth in Western 
countries since 1800.  He demonstrates that, left to 
itself, capitalism leads inexorably to ever greater 
concentration of wealth, because the long-term 
rate of return on capital (which increases the 
wealth of those with capital) exceeds growth 
(which provides opportunities for new wealth to 
arise).   

It is true that inequality fell in the period from 1914 
to the 1970s because the two World Wars led to 
massive disruption, high taxation and Government 
policies favouring greater equality.  But this state 
of affairs ceased in the 1980s.  Since then, as we 
all know, inequality has greatly increased, even if 
its full extent is obscured by the extensive use of 
tax havens.  But Piketty fears ‘a process in which 
all countries… would come to be owned more and 
more by the planet’s billionaires and 
multimillionaires.’  Conscious, perhaps, of France’s 
revolutionary tradition, Piketty sees this as 
‘potentially terrifying’.  He calls for international 
agreement to ensure transparency, together with a 
global or regional tax on capital.  He is trying to 
save capitalism from itself.   

Piketty clearly sees current trends as heading for 
disaster – not least the disaster of climate change.  
The ‘powers and principalities’ pushing us towards 
disaster include apparently insatiable financial and 
commercial interests, unbridled consumerism (in 
which we all play a part) and the relentless logic of 
the capitalist system itself.  There is still time to 
resist these forces but this will take a big and 
concerted effort in which the Churches will need to 
play a part.   

David Price 
 
Note:  On TTIP, see 
http://www.waronwant.org/campaigns/trade-justice/ttip 

 

Thomas Piketty 

http://www.waronwant.org/campaigns/trade-justice/ttip
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PCC UPDATE 
This is a brief overview of the work discussed 

at the PCC meeting on 10 September 2014.  

 Work with children and young people – 

starting off our series of discussions around 

strategic areas of church life, we heard from 

those working with children and young 

people and developed ideas for how we 

could further involve children and young 

people in St Mark’s. 

 Review of policies – the Safeguarding 

Children, Safeguarding Adults and Domestic 

Abuse policies were reviewed and agreed. 

 WWI commemoration – the consultation 

for the WWI memorial plaque will run from 

21 September – 5 October inclusive. The 

subgroup is also finalising plans for how the 

centenary will be commemorated. 

 CTBB – the CTBB Executive met on 9 

September and we considered the role of St 

Mark’s in light of these discussions. Robert 

Beard will be formulating a series of 

proposals to bring to the open meeting on 20 

October. 

 Parish Weekend – 80 places have been 

booked for 18-20 September 2015. Further 

information will be coming soon, but get the 

date in your diaries! 

 
The full minutes of the PCC meetings will be 

available on the PCC board and on the St 

Mark's website once they have been agreed 

by PCC members, but please feel free to talk 

to one of them if you would like to discuss 

any of these topics. 
 

Photos of all PCC members can be found on 

the PCC photo board at the back of church. 

They are always happy to talk about any 

aspect of church life so please feel free to 

grab one of them for a chat! 

 

The next PCC meeting will be held on 15 

October 2014. 

 

 

WHO’S WHO 

Vicar Rev’d  Dr Ian Wallis 267 0362 

Associate Vicar Rev’d Sue 
Hammersley 

327 6908 

Assistant Priest Rev’d Shan Rush 07598156817 

Lay Reader Anne Padget 266 3613 

Chaplain to Night 

Service 

Rev’d Liz Anson      229 5478 

Children’s 
Outreach Worker 

Rev’d Tim Gregory      288 4198 

Hon. Staff Rev’d Dr Michael 
Bayley 

258 5248 

 Rev’d Peter Fisher 327 4718 

 Rev’d Dr Mark Newitt   230 4586 

 Rev’d John Wood 266 5173 

Director of  Music  Mark McCombs 07725544842  

Organist Vacant  

Wardens Sarah Moore 233 1912 

 Michael Hunt 285 1473 

Treasurer  David Ryder 230 3242 

Asst. Treasurer Judith Pitchforth 230 7685 

PCC Secretary  Jane Padget 07921 863281 

Transport Briony Tayler 235 0174 

CTBB Worker with 
older people 

Hazel Fox 07914 693607 

Pastoral Care Susan Whitmill 

Briony Tayler 

266 7316 

235 0174 

Student Worker Robert Beard      255 6335 

Lunch Club Briony Tayler  235 0174 

 Rosalind Rogerson 268 1426 

Sunday Club Sarah Armstrong     266 3023 

Lions Ceri Gallivan   07779 414158 

Safeguarding 

Children Officer 

Safeguarding  
Adults Officer 

Domestic Abuse 

Officer 

Jane Keeling 

 

Michelle Wattam 

 

Helen Gregory 

 07708 098499 

    

268 0642 

 

  288 4198 

Sacristan David Armstrong    266 3023 

Library Team Rev’d Peter Fisher    327 4718 

 Maureen Bownas    230 2757 

Flowers Mary-Jane Ryder    230 3242 

Committees:     

International Alison Tolson   221 4598 

Faith & Justice Robert Beard   255 6335 

Home Donations Miranda Myers   268 0043 

Finance & Fabric Philip Booth   255 0634 

The Vicar normally takes Friday as a day off. 

The Rev’d Sue Hammersley normally takes Tuesday 
as a day off. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN DAILY 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY FROM 9.00 AM TO 1.00 PM 
Church Administrator: Anne Padget 
TEL. 0114 266 3613 & 07736 527777 

Email: office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
Visit us on www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

mailto:office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
http://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/
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October Highlights 
 

  1 Wed   7.30pm Living the Questions
  2 Thu 11.30am 

  7.30pm 
Discussion group: Poetry 
Finance & Fabric Cttee 
 

  5 Sun Harvest Sunday 
    8.00am 

10.00am 
 
12.15pm 
  6.00pm 
  6.00pm 
  8.00pm   

Holy Communion (BCP) 
All Age Harvest Festival 
Eucharist 
Harvest Feast 
Exploring our Journey 
Bring & Share 
Night Service –  
Holy Communion 

  8 Wed   6.30pm CRC Seminar & Library 
Evening:  
Dr. Katie Edwards:  
Biblical (Il)literacy 

  9 Thu 11.30am Discussion Group: Sharing 
our journeys 
 

12 Sun Seventeenth Sunday After Trinity  
Ian and Liz’s final Sunday 

    8.00am 
10.00am 
 
   
  6.00pm 
  8.00pm   

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist 
(Preacher: the Vicar) with 
Crèche & Godly Play 
Exploring our Journey 
Night Service: Celtic / Iona  

15 Wed   7.30pm PCC meeting 
16 Thu 11.30am Discussion Group:  

Bible study 
18 Sat 10.30am Knit & Natter 

 
19 Sun Eighteenth Sunday After Trinity 
  8.00am 

10.00am 
   
 
 
  6.00pm 
  8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist 
(Preacher: Rev’d Dr James 
Grenfell) with Crèche & 
Godly Play 
Exploring our Journey 
Night Service: Taizé   

20 Mon   7.30pm CTBB Open Meeting 
(Beacon at Broomhill) 

22 Wed   7.00pm Godly Play Circle 
23 Thu 11.30am  

 
Discussion group:  
Sharing our journeys 
 

<<< BRITISH SUMMER TIME ENDS >>> 
    
26 Sun Nineteenth Sunday After Trinity 
  8.00am 

10.00am 
 
 
 
  6.00pm 
  8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist, with 
marriage blessing for Jo 
Musker and Greg 
Sherwood, with Crèche 
Exploring our Journey  
Night Service: Themed 

30 Thu   7.30pm Finance & Fabric Cttee 

 
 
 

Weekday Worship:  
 
Monday 9.00am: Holy Communion 
 
Wednesday 8.00am: Holy Communion or  
                                                   Morning Prayer 
 
Thursday 10.30am: Holy Communion 
 
Friday 5.00pm Evening Prayer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Messenger editorial team: Hazel Elliott-Kemp, 
Carol Rowe, David Price, Dez Martin, John 
Bramley.  This issue was edited by Hazel. 
 
The Editors welcome comments and suggestions, 
and invite contributions. Items should be 
submitted to the editor by 15

th 
day of the month 

to be considered for the next edition.  Next 
month's editor is David Price.   
E-mail address: davidprice2@googlemail.com 
 
When sending photographs for the Messenger, 
please ensure that they are JPEG.s, and 
preferably of a high resolution.  Many thanks.  
 
It should be noted that the Editors cannot 
guarantee to publish material and wish to point 
out that items included do not necessarily reflect 
their views or those of the Parochial Church 
Council. 
 

 

 

ADVERTISEMENT 

The Sheffield Macular Group with a 
membership of over 50 people with 
sight loss is urgently looking for a 
sighted Honorary Secretary to take over 
in February 2015.  

For further details please contact Robin 
Story: 0114 236 2251 
or  story.robin@yahoo.co.uk. 
 

mailto:story.robin@yahoo.co.uk

