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Welcome 

 

Welcome and greetings, especially if you are new to St Mark’s.  May 

you soon feel at home, discover what you are seeking and find 

companions for life’s journey. This communion is more complete with 

you being a part of it. 

 

Today’s liturgy takes the form of a simple, yet profound, meal of 

thanksgiving and hospitality, a Eucharist or Holy Communion, which 

originates in the ministry of Jesus and has characterised Christian 

worship through the centuries.  

 

To use the Induction Loop, please select the T Setting on your 

hearing aid.  We ask that mobile phones and pagers be switched 

off or set to silent mode.  LARGE PRINT versions of worship materials 

are available. 

 

Commitment cards are available to place in the offertory plates for 

those who give money to St Mark’s regularly via a standing order or 

other means.  

 

Preparing for worship 

 

EASTER is when we celebrate and ponder the profound mystery of 

Jesus’ enduring influence across the centuries and around the globe.  

A living memory, a healing presence, a beckoning call, a source of 

faith, hope and love, a passion for truth and justice, a capacity for 

forgiveness, reconciliation and self-giving, a creator of community, a 

vision of paradise on earth and the courage to pursue it, an inner joy 

and peace.  Christ’s resurrection is all these and still more because it 

is not so much an event in time as an enduring, yet subtle, reality in 

which we are invited to participate.  
 

We are what we eat; 

we are with whom we eat. 

Food sustains us, 

yet we are defined by 

the company we keep. 
 

Come, feed on Christ, 

and share bread with his own. 
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Gathering 

 
Organ Voluntary: ‘Bruremarsj frå Telemark,’ Trad., arr Arvid Aarsnes. 

 
Welcome 

 
Hymn 

 

CHRIST IS RISEN! Raise your voices 

jubilant with joy and praise. 

Christ is risen! Earth rejoices! 

To the Lord your anthems raise. 

Over sin and death victorious, 

Christ is risen! Hail your King! 

Ever may his praise be glorious; 

let the world his triumph sing! 

 

Lord of life, our Saviour risen, 

bid the shadows flee away; 

death no more a darkened prison, 

death the door to life’s new day. 

This the resurrection chorus, 

lift its music on the air: 

Jesus lives, our Lord victorious. 

Tell it! Tell it everywhere. 

   Life eternal! joy of heaven; 

   life abundant - joy of earth; 

   life which God in Christ has given 

   brings to us new hope, new worth. 

   Lift your hearts from sin and sadness, 

   trust this joyful sacred word, 

   fill the earth with holy gladness: 

   Christ is risen! Christ our Lord! 

 
 Frank von Christierson (1900-96); 

 tune: Lux Eoi. 

 
Prayers of Approach  
 

Alleluia, Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

 

May God be with you. 

And also with you. 
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EVER-LOVING GOD, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden; 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

We remain standing until after the Collect; if you would be 

more comfortable seated, please feel free to sit down. 
 

Christ entrusts to us the good news of his risen life; 

sometimes our hearts and minds are closed, 

often we fail in our discipleship. 
 

Quietness for reflection. 
 

When we have denied your claim upon our lives 

or doubted your power to revive us. 
 

We have failed you, O God. 
 

When we have run away from the challenges of your kingdom 

or betrayed you through our words and deeds. 
 

We have failed you, O God. 
 

When our motivations have been self-serving  

or our allegiance to you skin-deep. 
 

We have failed you, O God. 
 

Spirit of God, 

breathe forgiveness upon us: 

release within us the life of Christ.   Amen. 

 

Gloria  
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Collect 
 

Let us pray.  (please remain standing) 
 

Living Presence of the future, 

moving cloud, pillar of fire, 

revealing yourself to us in Jesus, 

the pioneer of the living way, 

go before us on our journey, 

give us courage to die our little deaths, 

and bring to life in us your unexpected gifts of grace. 

We pray this in the Spirit of the Universal Christ, 

the Resurrection and the Life.  Amen. Jim Cotter. 
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Journeying together in Faith 
 

As young members prepare to leave for their groups, a prayer is offered. 
 

May God guide each of us, 

whatever our age or experience, 

in the way of Christ – 

the love of God go with you.  Amen. 
 

Children, teenagers and group leaders set off. 

 
Attending 

 
Reading (please sit) – Acts 10. 34 – 41 & 2. 44 – 47, read by Gary Keeling 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

THEN PETER began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows 

no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is 

right is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people 

of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ – he is Lord of all. 37 That 

message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism 

that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 

Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all 

who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are 

witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to 

death by hanging him on a tree; 40 but God raised him on the third day and 

allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen 

by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from 

the dead. 
 

All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45 they 

would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, 

as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the 

temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and 

generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. 

And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being 

saved.  
 

Let us listen for the word of the Lord. 
 

A time of quietness for reflection (approximately 1 minute). 
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Hymn 
 

SEE THE FEAST our God prepares; 

all who hunger, come to dine! 

Jesus with his people shares 

richest food and finest wine. 
 

Here he suddenly removes 

prisoners’ shame and mourners’ grief; 

here the wanderers whom he loves 

find their rest and their relief. 
 

Now our tears are wiped away, 

now forever death undone; 

he who rose on Easter Day 

ends our darkness like the sun. 
 

Christ our God! With joy acclaim 

all the glories of our king. 

Christ the Lord! We love his name: 

every tongue, his praises sing! 
 

 Christopher Idle (B 1938), from Isaiah 25; tune: Savannah. 

 
Gospel – Mark 2. 14 – 20. 
 

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community. 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

I am the bread of life, says the Lord. 

Whoever comes to me will never be hungry; 

whoever believes in me will never thirst. 

Alleluia. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

AS JESUS was walking along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax 

booth, and he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ And he got up and followed him. 15 

And as he sat at dinner in Levi’s house, many tax collectors and sinners 

were also sitting with Jesus and his disciples – for there were many who 

followed him. 16 When the scribes of the Pharisees saw that he was eating 

with sinners and tax collectors, they said to his disciples, ‘Why does he eat 

with tax collectors and sinners?’ 17 When Jesus heard this, he said to them, 

‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick; I 
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have come to call not the righteous but sinners.’ 18 Now John’s disciples 

and the Pharisees were fasting; and people came and said to him, ‘Why do 

John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do 

not fast?’ 19 Jesus said to them, ‘The wedding guests cannot fast while the 

bridegroom is with them, can they? As long as they have the bridegroom 

with them, they cannot fast. 20 The days will come when the bridegroom is 

taken away from them, and then they will fast on that day.  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon – ‘Living Eucharist – 1I,’ the Vicar. 
 

Followed by a time of quietness for reflection (approximately 1 minute). 

 
Responding 

 
Affirmation  
 

Let us give voice to our convictions 

and substance to our hopes. (please stand) 
 

YES – we trust in God, 

source of all that comes to be, 

goodness, truth and marvellous beauty, 

surging life – Love’s mystery. 
 

Yes – we trust in Love embodied, 

Jesus born in Galilee, 

healing outcasts, eating with them, 

crucified upon a Tree, 
 

bearing pain with all creation, 

willing love to victory, 

loosening evil’s grip for ever, 

death no more the enemy. 
 

Foe and friend, in Love’s acceptance, 

each and all alike are formed, 

freed by touch and word and water, 

fed by bread and wine transformed. 
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Yes – we trust the hidden Spirit 

in and through our common life 

weaving threads all torn and broken, 

shaping justice out of strife. 

 

Yes – we trust in Love’s communion, 

lover, loved, and mutual friend, 

seated at the welcome table, 

gently bidding us attend. 

 
 Jim Cotter (1942-2014). 

 
Prayers of Solidarity & Concern, led by David Price 

 
One of these or another set of biddings and responses is used. 

 

Your kingdom come. God of our yearning. 

Your will be done. We seek you. 

 

God of justice, truth and love. Ever-beckoning God. 

Inspire us with your Spirit We seek your presence 

to let your Kingdom come.  Amen. and will serve you.  Amen. 

 
Greeting of Peace 
 

The risen Christ stood among his disciples and said, 

‘Peace be with you. 

As the Father has sent me, so I send you. 

Receive the Holy Spirit.’  

 
  John 20.19-20. 

 

The peace of our crucified and risen Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 
We share Christ’s peace with one another, especially with those who 

are unfamiliar or from whom we are estranged. 
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Hymn 
 

A collection is taken for the ministry of St Mark’s.  If you are a taxpayer and are not 

currently a member of the church’s planned giving scheme, please place your gift in one 

of the envelopes provided, writing your name and address on the front.  Thank you. 
 

I COME with joy, a child of God, 

forgiven, loved and free, 

the life of Jesus to recall, 

in love laid down for me. 
 

I come with Christians far and near 

to find, as all are fed, 

the new community of love 

in Christ’s communion bread. 
 

As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, 

each proud division ends. 

The love that made us, makes us one, 

and strangers now are friends. 
 

The Spirit of the risen Christ, 

unseen, but ever near, 

is in such friendship better known, 

alive among us here. 
 

Together met, together bound 

by all that God has done, 

we’ll go with joy, to give the world 

the love that makes us one. Brian Wren (b 1936). 

 Tune: Saint Botolph. 

 
Abiding 

 
Preparation 
 

Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, and the collection, are offered. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

may our hearts be open to your love, 

our doors to friend and stranger, 

our table to all who hunger, 

and our lives to your risen life. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! New Zealand Prayer Book. 
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray. (please sit or kneel) 
 

May God be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

God of undying love, 

we gather in Jesus’ name 

as he commanded us to do. 
 

We remember his life 

with thanksgiving and honour; 

we lament his death 

with sorrow in our hearts 

and a deep passion for his ways 

as we lay ourselves open to his presence among us. 
 

We make our stand 

with those in every age 

who have struggled to remain faithful 

amidst failure and doubt – 

seeking the life of Jesus 

that his life may live on in us 

as we raise our voices in acclamation: 
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And now, it is our duty and our joy, 

to remember how, 

on the night he entrusted his life  

into the hands of friends and detractors, 

Jesus celebrated your kingdom 

in the company of his own. 
 

He took a loaf of bread, 

praised you for its goodness, 

broke it into pieces 

and offered it to them, 

saying, Take, eat, this is my body – 

food for all who hunger, 

my life for the world. 
 

A little later, 

he took a cup of wine, 

blessed it, 

and offered it to his companions, 

saying, Take, drink, 

with this we celebrate our new relationship 

with God and one another – 

forged from forgiveness, 

sealed with my blood. 
 

Come, Breath of God, 

come, Spirit of new Life, 

breathe upon us 

and upon these gifts, 

that bread and wine, 

flesh and blood, 

may reveal your loving purposes 

and fulfil your gracious will.  Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer & Communion 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The bread is broken. 
 

Be present, be present, Lord Jesus Christ, crucified and risen; 

make yourself known in the breaking of the bread. 
 

Words of invitation follow. 
 

I am the bread of life, says the Lord. 

Whoever comes to me will never be hungry; 

whoever believes in me will never thirst. 

Taste and see that the Lord is good: 

happy are those who place their trust in him. 
 

Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread 

and wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar 

rail with those around you. Gluten-free bread rolls are used. 
 

During administration, we sing together: 

 

(Hum) Surrexit Christus, alleluia! Christ is risen, alleluia! 

(Hum) Cantate Domino, alleluia! Sing to the Lord, alleluia!  
 

 Taizé. 
 

Afterwards, the choir will sing ‘Now the Green Blade Riseth,’ arranged by Simon Lindley. 
 

At the conclusion, silence is shared. 
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Venturing 

 
Prayers of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

crucified yet ever living, 

be the communion between us, 

the sustenance we share, 

and the life we long to embody; 

may we be your lively presence 

within an exhausted world 

waiting to be renewed.  Amen. 

 
Announcements 

 

Blessing 
 

May the love of the Lord Jesus draw you to himself, 

may the power of the Lord Jesus strengthen you in his service, 

may the joy of the Lord Jesus fill your hearts; 
 

and may the blessing of God, 

Creator, Christ and Sacred Spirit 

rest upon you and all whom you love, 

both living and departed, 

now and always. Amen. 

 
Hymn 
 

GUIDE ME, O thou great Redeemer, 

pilgrim through this barren land; 

I am weak, but thou art mighty, 

hold me with thy powerful hand: 

bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

feed me now and evermore, 

feed me now and evermore. 
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Open now the crystal fountain 

whence the healing stream doth flow; 

let the fiery, cloudy pillar 

lead me all my journey through: 

strong deliverer, strong deliver, 

be thou still my strength and shield, 

be thou still my strength and shield. 

 

When I tread the verge of Jordan 

bid my anxious fears subside; 

death of death, and hell’s destruction, 

land me safe on Canaan’s side: 

songs of praises, songs of praises, 

I will ever give to thee, 

I will ever give to thee. 
 

 William Williams (1717-91), tr Peter Williams (1727-96) et al. 

 Tune: Cwm Rhondda. 

 
Commission (please face the back of church) 

 

In the strength of the Spirit, 

go and live Christ’s risen life. 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia. 

 
Organ Voluntary: ‘Bryllupsdagen på Troldhaugen,’ Edvard Grieg (1843-1907). 

 
     

 
Sharing in the hospitality of Christ 

continues after this service with refreshments and lunch, 

on Wednesdays at Lunch Club, on Fridays at Broomhall Breakfast, 

on Saturdays at Soup Run, and wherever and whenever 

food and friendship are offered in Christ’s name. 
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musical setting for the liturgy is by Noel Rawsthorne. Scripture quotations are from the New 

Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995,  Hymns 

and songs are reproduced under Church Copyright Licence Number 294846. The artist of 

the image on the front cover is unknown. 


