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Welcome 

 

Welcome and greetings, especially if you are new to St Mark’s.  May 

you soon feel at home, discover what you are seeking and find 

companions for life’s journey. This communion is more complete with 

you being a part of it. 

 

Today’s liturgy takes the form of a simple, yet profound, meal of 

thanksgiving and hospitality, a Eucharist or Holy Communion, which 

originates in the ministry of Jesus and has characterised Christian 

worship through the centuries.  

 

To use the Induction Loop, please select the T Setting on your 

hearing aid.  We ask that mobile phones and pagers be switched 

off or set to silent mode.  LARGE PRINT versions of worship materials 

are available. 

 

Commitment cards are available to place in the offertory plates for 

those who give money to St Mark’s regularly via a standing order or 

other means.  

 
Preparing for worship 

 

EASTER is when we celebrate and ponder the profound mystery of 

Jesus’ enduring influence across the centuries and around the globe.  

A living memory, a healing presence, a beckoning call, a source of 

faith, hope and love, a passion for truth and justice, a capacity for 

forgiveness, reconciliation and self-giving, a creator of community, a 

vision of paradise on earth and the courage to pursue it, an inner joy 

and peace.  Christ’s resurrection is all these and still more because it 

is not so much an event in time as an enduring, yet subtle, reality in 

which we are invited to participate.  

 
Can there be resurrection without witnesses? 

Can there be witnesses without resurrection? 

Risen Christ be raised in us today! 
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Gathering 

 
Organ Voluntary: ‘O filii et filiæ’, Flor Peeters (1903-86). 

 

 
Welcome 

 
Hymn 

 

AWAKE, AWAKE, fling off the night!  

for God has sent a glorious light, 

and we who live in Christ’s new day 

must works of darkness put away. 

 

Awake and rise, in Christ renewed, 

and with the Spirit’s power endued. 

The light of life in us must glow, 

and fruits of truth and goodness show. 

 

Let in the light; all sin expose 

to Christ, whose life no darkness knows. 

Before the cross for guidance kneel; 

his light will judge and, judging, heal. 

 

Awake, and rise up from the dead, 

and Christ his light on you will shed. 

Its power will wrong desires destroy, 

and your whole nature fill with joy. 

 

Then sing for joy, and use each day; 

give thanks for everything alway. 

Lift up your hearts; with one accord 

praise God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
 John Raphael Percy (1896-1971); 

 tune: Deus tuorum militum (Grenoble). 
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Prayers of Approach  
 

Alleluia, Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

 

May God be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

EVER-LOVING GOD, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden; 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

We remain standing until after the Collect; if you would be 

more comfortable seated, please feel free to sit down. 
 

Christ entrusts to us the good news of his risen life; 

sometimes our hearts and minds are closed, 

often we fail in our discipleship. 
 

Quietness for reflection. 
 

When we have denied your claim upon our lives 

or doubted your power to revive us, 
 

We have failed you, O God. 
 

When we have run away from the challenges of your kingdom 

or betrayed you through our words and deeds, 
 

We have failed you, O God. 
 

When our motivations have been self-serving  

or our allegiance to you skin-deep, 
 

We have failed you, O God. 
 

Spirit of God, 

breathe forgiveness upon us: 

release within us the life of Christ.   Amen. 
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Gloria 
 

GLORY TO GOD, glory in the highest. 

Peace to his people, peace on earth. 

Glory to God, glory in the highest. 

Peace to his people, peace on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father  

Glory to God, glory in the highest. 

Peace to his people, peace on earth. 
 

We worship you, 

Glory in the highest, 

give you thanks, 

Glory in the highest, 

praise you for your glory. 

Glory to God, glory in the highest. 

Peace to his people, peace on earth. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ,  

only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us, 

Have mercy on us; 
 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer, 

Receive our prayer. 
 

Glory to God, glory in the highest. 

Peace to his people, peace on earth. 

Glory to God, glory in the highest. 

Peace to his people, peace on earth. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God, 

the glory of God the Father 

Glory to God, glory in the highest. from Coventry Music 

Peace to his people, peace on earth. by Peter Jones. 
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Collect 
 

Let us pray.  (Please remain standing.) 

 

God of overflowing life, 

the abundance of your goodness 

is everywhere present – 

yielding bread to sustain us 

and wine to gladden the heart: 

open our lives to your bounty 

that we may feed on Christ 

and live his risen life 

for your kingdom’s sake; 

in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
Journeying together in Faith 
 

As young members prepare to leave for their groups, a prayer is offered. 

 

May God guide each of us, 

whatever our age or experience, 

in the way of Christ – 

the love of God go with you.  Amen. 

 
Children, teenagers and group leaders set off. 

 
Attending 

 
Reading (please sit) – Genesis 2. 4–10, 15–17, read by Rosie Hunt. 

 

The eyes of all look to you, O Lord, 

and you give them their food in due season. 

You open your hand, 

satisfying the desire of every living creature.  

 
 Psalm 145.1-16. 
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A reading from the book of Genesis. 
 

IN THE DAY that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, 5 

when no plant of the field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had 

yet sprung up – for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the 

earth, and there was no one to till the ground; 6 but a stream would rise 

from the earth, and water the whole face of the ground – 7 then the 

LORD God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into 

his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being. 8 And the 

LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the 

man whom he had formed. 9 Out of the ground the LORD God made to 

grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of 

life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good 

and evil. 10 A river flows out of Eden to water the garden, and from there 

it divides and becomes four branches … 15 The LORD God took the man 

and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16 And the LORD 

God commanded the man, ‘You may freely eat of every tree of the 

garden; 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not 

eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.’  
 

Let us listen for the word of the Lord. 
 

A time of quietness for reflection (approximately 1 minute). 

 
Hymn 
 

THE LORD’S my shepherd, I’ll not want; 

God makes me down to lie 

in pastures green. God leadeth me 

the quiet waters by. (last two lines repeated) 
 

My soul God doth restore again, 

and me to walk doth make 

within the paths of righteousness, 

e’en for God’s own name’s sake. (last two lines repeated) 
 

Yes, though I walk through death’s dark vale, 

yet will I fear no ill. 

For thou art with me and thy rod 

and staff me comfort still.  (last two lines repeated) 
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My table thou hast furnished 

in presence of my foes: 

my head thou dost with oil anoint, 

and my cup overflows.  (last two lines repeated) 

 

Goodness and mercy all my life 

shall surely follow me. 

And in God’s house for evermore 

my dwelling-place shall be.  (last two lines repeated) 

 
 Psalm 23 from the Scottish Psalter (1650); 

 tune: Brother James’ Air. 

 
Gospel – Matthew 6. 25 – 34. 

 
The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community. 

 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Jesus was known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

Alleluia. 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

JESUS SAID, ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you 

will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is 

not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the 

birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 

your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 

And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 28 

And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, 

how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon 

in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes 

the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into 

the oven, will he not much more clothe you – you of little faith? 31 

Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we 

drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ 32 For it is the Gentiles who strive for all 

these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all 

these things. 33 But strive first for the kingdom of God and his 
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righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 So do not 

worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. 

Today’s trouble is enough for today. ’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon – ‘Living Eucharist – 1’, the Vicar. 

 
Followed by a time of quietness for reflection (approximately 1 minute). 

 
Responding 

 
Affirmation  
 

Let us give voice to our convictions 

and substance to our hopes. (Please stand.) 

 

YES – we trust in God, 

source of all that comes to be, 

goodness, truth and marvellous beauty, 

surging life – Love’s mystery. 

 

Yes – we trust in Love embodied, 

Jesus born in Galilee, 

healing outcasts, eating with them, 

crucified upon a Tree, 

 

bearing pain with all creation, 

willing love to victory, 

loosening evil’s grip for ever, 

death no more the enemy. 

 

Foe and friend, in Love’s acceptance, 

each and all alike are formed, 

freed by touch and word and water, 

fed by bread and wine transformed. 
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Yes – we trust the hidden Spirit 

in and through our common life 

weaving threads all torn and broken, 

shaping justice out of strife. 

 

Yes – we trust in Love’s communion, 

lover, loved, and mutual friend, 

seated at the welcome table, 

gently bidding us attend. 

 
 Jim Cotter (1942-2014). 

 
Prayers of Solidarity & Concern, led by Anne Padget. 

 
One of these or another set of biddings and responses is used. 

 

Your kingdom come. God of our yearning. 

Your will be done. We seek you. 

 

God of justice, truth and love. Ever-beckoning God. 

Inspire us with your Spirit We seek your presence 

to let your Kingdom come.  Amen. and will serve you.  Amen. 

 
Greeting of Peace 
 

The risen Christ stood among his disciples and said, 

‘Peace be with you. 

As the Father has sent me, so I send you. 

Receive the Holy Spirit.’  
  John 20.19-20. 

 

 

The peace of our crucified and risen Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 
We share Christ’s peace with one another, especially with those who 

are unfamiliar or from whom we are estranged. 
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Hymn 
 

A collection is taken for the ministry of St Mark’s.  If you are a taxpayer and are not 

currently a member of the church’s planned giving scheme, please place your gift in one 

of the envelopes provided, writing your name and address on the front.  Thank you. 
 

1 

WE MEET as friends at table, 

to listen, and be heard, 

united by the Spirit, 

attentive to the Word. 

Through prayer and conversation 

we tune our varied views 

to Christ, whose love has made us 

the bearers of good news. 
 

2 

With food and drink for sharing 

the table soon is spread. 

The freedom-meal of Jesus 

is crowned with wine and bread, 

and all, without exception, 

may eat, and speak, and stay, 

for this is Christ’s own table 

where none are turned away. 

3 

We share our lives and longings, 

and when the meal is done 

we pray as friends at table 

and promise to be one. 

To Christ, and to each other, 

we cheerfully belong: 

apart, our hope is fruitless; 

together, we are strong. 
 

4 

Fulfilled, and glad to follow 

wherever Christ may lead, 

we journey from the table 

to love a world in need 

with patience, truth and kindness, 

that justice may increase 

and all may sit at table 

in freedom, joy, and peace. 
 

 Brian Wren (b. 1936); tune: Wolvercote. 

 
Abiding 

 
Preparation 
 

Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, and the collection, are offered. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

may our hearts be open to your love, 

our doors to friend and stranger, 

our table to all who hunger, 

and our lives to your risen life. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

 New Zealand Prayer Book. 
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray. (Please sit or kneel.) 
 

May God be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

God of undying love, 

we gather in Jesus’ name 

as he commanded us to do. 
 

We remember his life 

with thanksgiving and honour; 

we lament his death 

with sorrow in our hearts 

and a deep passion for his ways 

as we lay ourselves open to his presence among us. 
 

We make our stand 

with those in every age 

who have struggled to remain faithful 

amidst failure and doubt – 

seeking the life of Jesus 

that his life may live on in us 

as we raise our voices in acclamation: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of truth and love, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he, O blessed is he, 

who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

 James Macmillan (b. 1959). 
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And now, it is our duty and our joy, 

to remember how, 

on the night he entrusted his life  

into the hands of friends and detractors, 

Jesus celebrated your kingdom 

in the company of his own. 

 
He took a loaf of bread, 

praised you for its goodness, 

broke it into pieces 

and offered it to them, 

saying, Take, eat, this is my body – 

food for all who hunger, 

my life for the world. 

 
A little later, 

he took a cup of wine, 

blessed it, 

and offered it to his companions, 

saying, Take, drink, 

with this we celebrate our new relationship 

with God and one another – 

forged from forgiveness, 

sealed with my blood. 

 
Come, Breath of God, 

come, Spirit of new Life, 

breathe upon us 

and upon these gifts, 

that bread and wine, 

flesh and blood, 

may reveal your loving purposes 

and fulfil your gracious will.  Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer & Communion 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The bread is broken. 
 

Be present, be present, Lord Jesus Christ, crucified and risen; 

make yourself known in the breaking of the bread. 
 

Words of invitation follow. 
 

I am the bread of life, says the Lord. 

Whoever comes to me will never be hungry; 

whoever believes in me will never thirst. 

Taste and see that the Lord is good: 

happy are those who place their trust in him. 
 

Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread 

and wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar 

rail with those around you. Gluten-free bread rolls are used. 
 

During administration, we sing together: 

 

Ubi caritas et amor, Where there is charity and love, 

ubi caritas Deus ibi est. there is God 
 

 Taizé. 
 

Afterwards, the choir will sing ‘The Strife is O’er’, arranged by H G Ley (1887-1962). 
 

At the conclusion, silence is shared. 
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Venturing 

 
Prayers of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

crucified yet ever living, 

be the communion between us, 

the sustenance we share, 

and the life we long to embody; 

may we be your lively presence 

within an exhausted world 

waiting to be renewed.  Amen. 

 
Announcements 

 
Blessing 
 

May the love of the Lord Jesus draw you to himself, 

may the power of the Lord Jesus strengthen you in his service, 

may the joy of the Lord Jesus fill your hearts; 
 

and may the blessing of God, 

Creator, Christ and Sacred Spirit, 

rest upon you and all whom you love, 

both living and departed, 

now and always. Amen. 

 
Hymn 
 

GO BACK, go back to Galilee, 

go with the one who died, 

and witness there to risen life 

among the crucified. 

Where human folk are living still 

in fear of worldly power, 

their Christ, with wounds still open, stands 

and shares their finest hour. 
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Go back, go back to Galilee, 

Christ meets us on the way, 

and calls us all to follow truth 

where evil still holds sway. 

There in the face of hate and fear, 

the Spirit gives us breath; 

his song is life and liberty 

which put an end to death. 

‘Go back, go back to Galilee,’ 

the centuries repeat, 

‘where evil, faced with deathless hope, 

still struggles in defeat.’ 

So when we find the empty tomb 

a safer place to be, 

the angel prompts us yet again, 

‘Go back to Galilee.’ 
 

 Michael Forster (b. 1946).  Tune: Kingsfold. 

 
Commission (Please face the back of church.) 

 

In the strength of the Spirit, 

go and live Christ’s risen life. 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia. 

 
Organ Voluntary: Final from ‘Symphonie 1 (Op 14)’, Louis Vierne (1870-1937). 

 
     

 
Sharing in the hospitality of Christ 

continues after this service with refreshments, 

on Wednesdays at Lunch Club, on Fridays at Broomhall Breakfast, 

on Saturdays at Soup Run, and wherever and whenever 

food and friendship are offered in Christ’s name. 

 
 

Printed on Recycled Paper. 
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are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Anglicized Edition, copyright © 

1989, 1995,  Hymns and songs are reproduced under Church Copyright Licence Number 

294846. The artist of the image on the front cover is unknown. 


