
Welcome to the Parish Church of St Mark 

Serving the people of Broomhill & Broomhall 

 
The Feast of our Renewing 

A Serv i ce  o f  Chr i s t ian Hosp i ta l i t y  

fo r  the Season o f  Lent  

 
Sunday 16 March 2014 at 10.00 am 

Second Sunday of Lent 

 

WELCOME, especially if you are new to St Mark’s.  May you soon 

discover what you are seeking and find companions for life’s journey. 

This communion is more complete with you being a part of it. 
 

To use the Induction Loop, please select the T Setting on your 

hearing aid.  We ask that mobile phones and pagers be switched 

off or set to silent mode.  LARGE PRINT versions of worship 

materials are available. 

 
Preparing for Worship 

 

Traditionally, Lent is the liturgical season when we are encouraged to 

take ourselves seriously – to acknowledge that what we think, do and 

say matters because none of us lives in a vacuum and, like it or not, 

the consequences of our choices will be felt well beyond us. 
 

Such truthful confrontation is not intended to be a recipe for despair, 

but a catalyst for change in terms of renewed personal resolve, as 

well as heightened awareness of both our frailty and dependence 

upon God. 
 

This year, the focus for our Lenten discipline is our impact upon 

planet earth, as well as those communities and eco-systems which 

will suffer most if we fail to live up to our responsibilities as God’s 

co-creators and stewards. 
 

God of the image imprinted upon my soul, 

imagine within us a world where hands sowing 

outnumber hands reaping – yielding blessing for all. 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=hearing+aid+logo&hl=en&safe=off&biw=1156&bih=599&tbm=isch&tbnid=xWhbPxWwJf6vGM:&imgrefurl=http://www.digitalhearingcare.org.uk/blog/tag/hearing-aid-loop-systems/&docid=ImF22v6dc1LYdM&imgurl=http://www.digitalhearingcare.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Hearing-Loop.jpg&w=475&h=467&ei=rT99UN6KMKGh0QWei4CQAg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=122&vpy=263&dur=1216&hovh=223&hovw=226&tx=129&ty=111&sig=107870215640994711915&page=1&tbnh=151&tbnw=154&start=0&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:0,i:81
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Gathering 

 
Organ Voluntary: Aria by Flor Peeters (1903 - 1986) 

 
Welcome 

 
Hymn 
 

FOR THE BEAUTY of the earth, 

for the beauty of the skies, 

for the love which from our birth 

over and around us lies: 
 

Gracious God, to thee we raise 

this our sacrifice of praise. 
 

For the joy of human love, 

brother, sister, parent, child, 

friends on earth, and friends above, 

pleasures pure and undefiled: 
 

Gracious God … 
 

For the beauty of each hour 

of the day and of the night, 

hill and vale, and tree and flower, 

sun and moon and stars of light: 
 

Gracious God … 
 

For the joy of ear and eye, 

for the heart and mind’s delight, 

for the mystic harmony 

linking sense to sound and sight: 
 

Gracious God … 
 

For each perfect gift divine 

to our race so freely given, 

joys bestowed by love’s design, 

flowers of earth and fruits of heaven: 
 

Gracious God … F S Pierpoint (1835-1917). 

 Tune: England’s Lane.
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Prayers of Approach 
 

May God be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Ever-beckoning God, 

you call us to leave behind falsehood 

and to seek our integrity in you: 

open our hearts to your love 

and our minds to your truth, 

that we may learn to worship what is worthy 

and to serve what is good, 

in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

We remain standing until after ‘Journeying together in Faith’; if you would be 

more comfortable, please feel free to sit down. 

 
The Summons of Christ 
 

Hear the teaching of Christ: 

If any want to become my followers, 

let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 

For those who want to save their life will lose it, 

and those who lose their life for my sake, 

and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. Mark 8.34-35. 
 

Spirit of God, search our hearts. 

 
Collect 
 

Let us pray. (please remain standing) 
 

God of wonder and of joy: 

grace comes from you, 

and you alone are the source of life and love. 

Without you, we cannot please you; 

without your love, our deeds are worth nothing.  

Send your Holy Spirit, 

and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love, 

that we may worship you now with thankful hearts 

and serve you always with willing minds; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. Common Worship. 
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Journeying together in Faith 
 

As young members prepare to leave for their groups, a prayer is offered. 

 

May God guide each of us, 

whatever our age or experience, 

in the way of Christ – 

the love of God go with you.  Amen. 

 
Young people and group leaders set off. 

 
Please sit. 

 
Attending 

 
Reading – Genesis 24.1–9 & 1 Corinthians 7.25–28, read by Robin Saunders 

 

Readings from Genesis and 1 Corinthians. 

 

NOW ABRAHAM was old, well advanced in years; and the LORD had 

blessed Abraham in all things. 2 Abraham said to his servant, the oldest of 

his house, who had charge of all that he had, ‘Put your hand under my 

thigh 3 and I will make you swear by the LORD, the God of heaven and 

earth, that you will not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the 

Canaanites, among whom I live, 4 but will go to my country and to my 

kindred and get a wife for my son Isaac.’ 5 The servant said to him, 

‘Perhaps the woman may not be willing to follow me to this land; must I 

then take your son back to the land from which you came?’ 6 Abraham 

said to him, ‘See to it that you do not take my son back there. 7 The 

LORD, the God of heaven, who took me from my father’s house and from 

the land of my birth, and who spoke to me and swore to me, ‘To your 

offspring I will give this land,’ he will send his angel before you, and you 

shall take a wife for my son from there. 8 But if the woman is not willing to 

follow you, then you will be free from this oath of mine; only you must 

not take my son back there.’ 9 So the servant put his hand under the thigh 

of Abraham his master and swore to him concerning this matter. 
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NOW CONCERNING VIRGINS, I have no command of the Lord, but I 

give my opinion as one who by the Lord’s mercy is trustworthy. 26 I think 

that, in view of the impending crisis, it is well for you to remain as you are. 
27 Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be free. Are you free from a 

wife? Do not seek a wife. 28 But if you marry, you do not sin, and if a virgin 

marries, she does not sin. Yet those who marry will experience distress in 

this life, and I would spare you that. 
 

Let us listen for the word of the Lord. 
 

A time of quietness for reflection (approximately 1 minute). 

 
Hymn 
 

LET LOVE be real, in giving and receiving, 

without the need to manage and to own; 

a haven free from posing and pretending, 

where every weakness may be safely known. 

Give me your hand, along the desert pathway, 

give me your love wherever we may go: 

as God loves us, so let us love each other, 

with no demands, just open hands and space to grow. 
 

Let love be real, not grasping or confining, 

that strange embrace that holds yet sets us free; 

that helps us face the risk of truly living, 

and makes us brave to be what we might be. 

Give me your strength when all my words are weakness, 

give me your love in spite of all you know: 

as God loves us, so let us love each other, 

with no demands, just open hands and space to grow. 
 

Let love be real, with no manipulation, 

no secret wish to harness or control; 

let us accept each other’s incompleteness, 

and share the joy of learning to be whole. 

Give me your hope through dreams and disappointments, 

give me your trust when all my failings show: 

as God loves us, so let us love each other, 

with no demands, just open hands and space to grow. 
 

 Michael Forster (b 1946).  Tune: Londonderry Air. 
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Gospel – John 2. 1 – 11. 
 

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

ON THE THIRD DAY there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the 

mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus and his disciples had also been invited 

to the wedding. 3 When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to 

him, ‘They have no wine.’ 4 And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what concern 

is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.’ 5 His mother said to 

the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ 6 Now standing there were six 

stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or 

thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’ And they filled 

them up to the brim. 8 He said to them, ‘Now draw some out, and take it 

to the chief steward.’ So they took it. 9 When the steward tasted the 

water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from 

(though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called 

the bridegroom 10 and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, 

and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you 

have kept the good wine until now.’ 11 Jesus did this, the first of his signs, 

in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon – Professor Adrian Thatcher. 
 

The sermon is followed by a time of quietness for reflection (approximately 1 minute). 

 
Responding 

 
Affirmation  
 

Let us give voice to our convictions 

and substance to our hopes. (please stand) 
 

WE BELIEVE that the earth is the Lord’s 

and all that dwells therein; 
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we believe that living gratefully 

and giving generously are marks of faith; 

 
we believe that all human beings 

should have access to the earth’s resources 

and share fairly in its bounty; 

 
we believe that every person has a part to play 

in ensuring what has been entrusted to our generation  

will be sustained for the next; 

 
we commit ourselves  

to thinking globally, 

to trading fairly, 

to consuming responsibly, 

to living respectfully, 

to loving the world as God loves it, 

who, in Christ, became part of all creation 

and for ever leads the way.  Amen. 

 
 Wild Goose Resource Group (adapted). 

 
Prayers of Solidarity & Concern, led by Briony Tayler 

 
Let us pray (please sit or kneel). 

 
One of these or another set of biddings and responses is used. 

 
Your kingdom come. God of our yearning. 

Your will be done. We seek you. 

 
God of justice, truth and love. Ever-beckoning God. 

Inspire us with your Spirit We seek your presence 

to let your Kingdom come.  Amen. and will serve you.  Amen. 
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Prayers of Penitence & Renewal 
 

Jesus said, 

Are grapes gathered from thorns, or figs from thistles? 

In the same way, every good tree bears good fruit, 

but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 

Thus you will know them by their fruits. 
 

 Matthew 7.16-17, 20. 
 

Let us measure our lives against the rule of Christ. 
 

Silence for preparation. 
 

The ‘Kyries,’ an ancient penitential chant, are sung. 
 

 

 

 
 

God of undying life, 

we confess our part  

in the disordering of creation: 

we have exploited the earth’s resources, 

acting without thought for tomorrow; 

we have been uncaring towards one another, 

practising self-interest rather than love; 

free us from the grip of wrongdoing 

that we may serve your loving purposes 

in the company of Christ.  Amen. 
 

God has chosen you 

to be stewards of the earth 

and ministers of grace: 

choose life rather than death. 

We choose life.  Amen. 
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Greeting of Peace 

 

Christ is our peace, 

creating in himself a new humanity, 

reconciling all people to one another and to God. 
 

 

 cf Ephesians 2.14-16. 
 

 

We meet in Christ’s name and share in his peace. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 
We share Christ’s peace with one another, especially with those who 

are unfamiliar or from whom we are estranged. 

 
Hymn 

 
A collection is taken for the ministry of St Mark’s.  If you are a taxpayer and are not 

currently a member of the church’s planned giving scheme, please place your gift in one 

of the envelopes provided, writing your name and address on the front.  Thank you. 

 

We sing a love that sets all people free, 

that blows like wind, that burns like scorching flame, 

enfolds the earth, springs up like water clear: 

come, living love, live in our hearts today. 

 

We sing a love that seeks another’s good, 

that longs to serve and not to count the cost, 

a love that, yielding, finds itself made new: 

come, caring love, live in our hearts today. 

 

We sing a love, unflinching, unafraid 

to be itself, despite another’s wrath, 

a love that stands alone and undismayed: 

come, strengthening love, live in our hearts today. 

 

We sing a love that, wandering, will not rest 

until it finds its way, its home, its source, 

through joy and sadness pressing on refreshed: 

come, pilgrim love, live in our hearts today. 
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We sing the Holy Spirit, full of love, 

who seeks out scars of ancient bitterness, 

brings to our wounds the healing grace of Christ: 

come, radiant love, live in our hearts today. 
 

 June Boyce-Tillman, b.1943. 

 Tune: Woodlands. 

 

Abiding 

 
Preparation 
 

Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, 

and the collection, are offered. 
 

God of humility, 

humbly we seek you, 

bearing the offering of our lives, 

needful of your grace. 

 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray. (please sit or kneel) 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

Mysterious God, 

we discern your wisdom 

in the ordering of the universe 

and the rhythm of the seasons; 

in the purposefulness of creation 

and the pattern of our days. 
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From the origins of our species, 

you called us into covenant 

to cultivate Paradise 

and make manifest 

the beauty of the earth. 
 

When we made gods of ourselves 

and abused our freedoms, 

you inspired prophets and sages 

to challenge our pretensions 

and guide us in your ways. 

 
With unceasing kindness  

you beckon us to Eden 

to discover our integrity 

in communion with you  

and all your creatures. 

 
Therefore, with all who bear the breath of life 

and animate your glory  

we voice creation’s praise. 
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Especially, we praise you 

for coming among us in Jesus, 

who sowed seeds of faith within yielding souls – 

spreading forgiveness across arid landscapes, 

causing justice to blossom where oppression thrived. 

 

From a bountiful earth, 

he prepared a banquet of blessing; 

from a broken humanity, 

he gathered a people to be blessed. 

 

On the eve before he gave himself up, 

Jesus anticipated the feast of your kingdom one final time. 

 

Among companions, 

taking bread, 

he gave thanks, 

broke it and offered it to them, 

saying, ‘This is my body’ –  

the vision within me, the vocation we share – 

‘I entrust it to you.’ 

 

Later, he took a cup of wine, 

gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, 

‘With this cup we celebrate 

our new relationship with God, 

sealed with my blood. 

This is how you will remember me.’ 

 

Come, Spirit of Jesus, 

come, Breath of Life, 

stir within us  

and rest upon this bread and wine  

that, sharing in communion, 

we may be united in Christ 

and restored to covenant 

with all who bear the image of their creator  

and long for the day 

when healing shall rise up with the dawn 

and justice roll down like an ever-flowing stream.  Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer & Communion 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The bread is broken. 
 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

Words of invitation follow. 
 

All Christ once was and continues to be 

is offered to us around this table, 

in bread and wine; 

so come, let us celebrate the feast. 
 

Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread 

and wine or if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar 

rail with those around you. Gluten-free bread rolls are used. 
 

During administration, we sing together: 
 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful, 

in the Lord I will rejoice! 

Look to God, do not be afraid. 

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. Taizé. 
 

Afterwards, the choir will sing Psalm 121 from ‘Requiem,’ 

by Henry Walford Davies (1869-1941). 
 

At the conclusion, silence is shared. 
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Venturing 
 

Prayers of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 
 

GOD of undying love, 

you have fed our minds, 

inspired our faith, 

and revived our spirits, 

send us out to serve you 

in a bruised and disordered world. 

May the offerings of our lives 

be channels of your grace, 

in Jesus’s name.  Amen. 

 
Announcements 

 
Blessing 
 

May the God of abundant life 

envision your hope, 

embolden your faith 

and enrich your love; 
 

and the blessing of God, 

Creator, Christ and Sacred Spirit 

rest upon you and all whom you love, 

both living and departed, 

now and always. Amen. 

 
Hymn 
 

LORD JESUS CHRIST, shall I stand still  

and stare at you hung on the tree;  

or shall I move to where you move 

and die and live again for me?  

Shall I to sin and failure cling  

consorting with the guilt I hate;  

or on your shoulders shall I fling  

the wrong I breed and contemplate?  
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Shall I your story read and tell  

to note your mark on history;  

or shall I make your story mine  

and live by faith and mystery?  

Shall I embrace the love you show 

and covet this sweet holy thing;  

or of that love shall my heart speak,  

my hands relate, my being sing?   

 

Shall I retreat from where you fall  

and seek a safer path through life;  

or shall I meet you in the world  

where peace is scarce, injustice rife?  

Lord Jesus Christ, the God who lives  

to love and die and rise again,  

make me the who, and you the why,  

your way the how, and now the when. 

 
 John L Bell (b 1949) & Graham Maule (b 1958). 

 Tune: The Lea Rig. 

 
Closing Responses 
 

Christ’s food in our souls, 

Our food shared like his. 

 

Christ’s life in our hands, 

Our lives shaped by his. 

 

Christ’s love in our hearts, 

Our love warmed by his. 

 

Christ’s peace on our path, 

Our path following his. Iona Community. 

 
Organ voluntary: Choral Paraphrase on 'Attende Domine'  

  by Jeanne Demessieux (1921 - 1968)  
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Our thanks to Fraser Wilson 

for playing the organ during this service. 

 

 

 
         

 

 

 
Sharing in the hospitality of Christ 

continues after this service with refreshments, 

on Wednesdays at Lunch Club, on Fridays at Broomhall Breakfast, 

on Saturdays at Soup Run, and wherever and whenever 

food and friendship are offered in Christ’s name. 

 

 

 
         

 

 

 

 
Printed on Recycled Paper. 

 

The following sources have been used in compiling this service:  ‘Common Worship: Services and 

Prayers for the Church of England,’ and ‘Common Worship: Times and Seasons,’ copyright © The 
Archbishops’ Council 2000 & 2006; as well as ‘All Desires Known,’ by Janet Morley; ‘Harvesting the 

World,’ by the Wild Goose Resource Group; ‘A Wee Worship Book (1999)’, by the Wild Goose 

Worship Group; and locally crafted texts.  The musical setting for the liturgy is ‘The Addington Service,’ 

by Richard Shephard.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, 

Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995,  Hymns and songs are reproduced under Church 

Copyright Licence Number 294846. The image on the front cover is by the nuns of Turvey Abbey.  


