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Welcome 

 

Welcome and greetings, especially if you are new to St Mark’s.  May 

you soon discover what you are seeking and find companions for 

life’s journey. This communion is more complete with you being a 

part of it. 
 

Today is the feast of Christ the King when we celebrate Christ’s 

lordship and contemplate how it was that Jesus, a Galilean Jew, came 

to be so exalted and venerated.  We also reflect on how the manner 

in which he exercised authority and power can both challenge and 

inform our own practice. 
 

To use the Induction Loop, please select the T Setting on your 

hearing aid.  We ask that mobile phones and pagers be switched 

off or set to silent mode.  LARGE PRINT versions of worship 

materials are available. 
 

Before the service begins, we are all invited to share in a few 

moments of quietness in preparation for worship. 

 
Preparing for worship 

 

Wait without expectation 

which might focus attention too narrowly, 

so that we miss the coming.  

Wait with expectancy, 

alert, hearts, minds, hands, ears 

open to receive the gift. 

(Ann Lewin) 
 

     
 

Sovereign Christ, 

exercising power through service 

and authority through wisdom, 

choosing a cross to reveal your glory, 

entrusting your kingdom to those of no account – 

show us the path of humility, 

reign through us. 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=hearing+aid+logo&hl=en&safe=off&biw=1156&bih=599&tbm=isch&tbnid=xWhbPxWwJf6vGM:&imgrefurl=http://www.digitalhearingcare.org.uk/blog/tag/hearing-aid-loop-systems/&docid=ImF22v6dc1LYdM&imgurl=http://www.digitalhearingcare.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Hearing-Loop.jpg&w=475&h=467&ei=rT99UN6KMKGh0QWei4CQAg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=122&vpy=263&dur=1216&hovh=223&hovw=226&tx=129&ty=111&sig=107870215640994711915&page=1&tbnh=151&tbnw=154&start=0&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:0,i:81
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Gathering 

 
Organ Voluntary – ‘Le Pere & Le Fils’ (from Trois Mediations 

sur La Sainte Trinite), Jean Langlais (1907-91). 

 
Welcome 

 
Hymn 
 

CHRIST is the King! O friends rejoice; 

brothers and sisters, with one voice 

let the world know he is your choice. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

O magnify the Lord, and raise 

anthems of joy and holy praise 

for Christ’s brave saints of ancient days. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

They with a faith for ever new 

followed the King, and round him drew 

thousands of servants brave and true. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

O Christian women, Christian men, 

all the world over, seek again 

the way disciples followed then. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Christ through all ages is the same: 

place the same hope in his great name; 

with the same faith his word proclaim. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Let Love’s unconquerable might 

your scattered companies unite 

in service to the Lord of light. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! continued overleaf … 
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So shall God’s will on earth be done, 

new lamps be lit, new tasks begun, 

and the whole Church at last be one. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! George K A Bell (1883-1958). 

 Tune: Gelobt sei Gott. 

 
Prayers of Approach  
 

The Lord be with you: 

and also with you. 
 

EVER-LOVING GOD, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden; 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

We remain standing until after the Collect; if you would be 

more comfortable seated, please feel free to sit down. 

 
Gloria (standing, we sing together) 
 

LAUDATE Dominum, Praise the Lord, 

laudate Dominum, Praise the Lord, 

omnes gentes, alleluia. peoples, nations. Alleluia. 
 

 Jacques Berthier (1923-94), Taizé. 

 
Collect  
 

Let us pray. (please remain standing) 
 

Sovereign God, 

reigning through the authority of justice 

and the power of love; 

teach us to discern your ways 

and to pursue your passions 

revealed in Jesus Christ, our servant King.  Amen. 
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Journeying together in Faith 
 

As young members prepare to leave for their groups, a prayer is offered. 

 

May God guide each of us, 

whatever our age or experience, 

in the way of Christ – 

the love of God go with you.  Amen. 

 
Children, teenagers and group leaders set off. 

 
Attending 

 
Reading – Colossians 1. 11 – 20, read by Nicky Woods 

 

A reading from the letter to Christ followers in Colossae. 

 

MAY YOU be made strong with all the strength that comes from his 

glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with 

patience, while joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you 

to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us 

from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his 

beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 15 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16 for in 

him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers – all things 

have been created through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all 

things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, 

the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he 

might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of 

God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to 

reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making 

peace through the blood of his cross. 

 

Let us listen for the word of the Lord. 

 
A time of quietness for reflection. 
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Hymn 
 

FAITH IS YOUR GIFT, Lord God, 

which grasps the world unseen, 

and holds it firm, as real 

as this world’s goods have been: 

Increase our faith, that every day 

your light may shine upon our way. 
 

Hope is your gift, Lord God; 

it stands and looks afar 

beyond death’s Friday gate 

to Easter’s morning star: 

this is our hope, our forward road – 

our lives are hid with Christ in God. 
 

Love is your gift, Lord God, 

and while love serves it sings; 

rejoices in the right, 

believes and bears all things: 

spread wide this love, that its strong arm 

may shield the weakest through the storm. 
 

Christ is your gift, Lord God; 

among the poor he came, 

yet making many rich 

who call upon his name: 

through Christ, we pray, your gifts release, 

our faith and hope and love increase. 
 

 David Mowbray (b 1938). 

 Tune: Love Unknown. 

 
Gospel – Luke 23. 33 – 43. 
 

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

WHEN THEY CAME to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified 

Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 Then 

Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are 
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doing.’ And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people stood 

by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, ‘He saved others; let 

him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!’ 36 The 

soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 37 and 

saying, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!’ 38 There was also an 

inscription over him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’ 39 One of the criminals 

who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, ‘Are you not the 

Messiah? Save yourself and us!’ 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do 

you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 

condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are 

getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing 

wrong.’ 42 Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your 

kingdom.’  43 He replied, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 

Paradise.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Presentation – The Vicar and Mr David Ryder, Honorary Treasurer. 
 

Followed by a time of quietness for reflection (approximately 1 minute). 

 
Responding 

 
Prayers of Solidarity & Concern, led by Robert Beard 
 

The following chant may be sang before and after the intercessions. 
 

Through our lives and by our prayers, 

your kingdom come. John L Bell (b 1949). 
 

One of these or another set of biddings and responses is used. 
 

Your kingdom come. God of our yearning. 

Your will be done. We seek you. 
 

God of justice, truth and love. Ever-beckoning God. 

Inspire us with your Spirit We seek your presence 

to let your Kingdom come.  Amen. and will serve you.  Amen. 
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Prayers of Penitence & Forgiveness 
 

Hear the teaching of Christ: 

you shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind and with all your strength. 
 

This is the first commandment. 

And the second is this: 

You shall love your neighbour as yourself. 
 

In the light of Christ’s teaching 

and in the strength of God’s forgiveness, 

let us acknowledge our wrongdoing and failure. 
 

Silence for preparation. 

 

GRACIOUS GOD, 

when we have failed 

to walk in the way of your commandments 

or to heed the cry of those in need, 

when our words and actions 

have caused suffering to others 

or diminished ourselves, 

set us free from past wrongs 

and liberate us for the service of Christ.  Amen. 
 

May God’s forgiveness be your freedom 

and God’s wisdom be your guide.  Amen. 

 
Greeting of Peace 
 

To crown all things there must be love, 

to bind all together and complete the whole. 

Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts. Colossians 3.14-15. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

We share Christ’s peace with one another, especially with those who 

are unfamiliar or from whom we are estranged. 
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Hymn 
 

A collection is taken for the ministry of St Mark’s.  If you are a taxpayer, 

please place your gift in one of the yellow envelopes provided, writing your 

name and address on the front.  If you leave the envelope blank, we are 

unable to reclaim tax under the ‘Gift Aid’ scheme.  Thank you. 
 

LORD, ENTHRONED in heavenly splendour, 

first-begotten from the dead, 

thou alone, our strong defender, 

liftest up thy people’s head. 

Alleluia, alleluia, 

Jesu, true and living bread. 
 

Here our humblest homage pay we, 

here in loving reverence bow; 

here for faith’s discernment pray we, 

lest we fail to know thee now. 

Alleluia, alleluia, 

thou art here, we ask not how. 
 

Though the lowliest form doth veil thee 

as of old in Bethlehem, 

here as there thine angels hail thee, 

Branch and Flower of Jesse’s Stem. 

Alleluia, alleluia 

we in worship join with them. 
 

Paschal Lamb, thine offering, finished 

once for all when thou wast slain, 

in its fullness undiminished 

shall for evermore remain, 

Alleluia, alleluia, 

cleansing souls from every stain. 
 

Life-imparting heavenly Manna, 

stricken Rock with streaming side, 

heaven and earth with loud hosanna 

worship thee, the Lamb who died, 

Alleluia, alleluia, 

risen, ascended, glorified. G H Bourne (1840-1925). 

 Tune: Saint Helen (Martin). 
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Abiding 

 
Preparation 
 

Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, and the collection, are offered. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

may our hearts be open to your love, 

our doors to friend and stranger, 

our table to all who hunger, 

and our lives to your risen life. 

 
 New Zealand Prayer Book. 

 
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray. (please sit or kneel) 

 

May God be with you.  

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to God. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right to praise you 

for all that is spectacular, all that is plain 

have their origin in you; 

all that is lovely, all who are loving 

point to you as their fulfilment. 

 

And grateful as we are for the world we know 

and the universe beyond our understanding, 

we particularly praise you, 

whom eternity cannot contain, 

for coming to earth and entering time in Jesus. 
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For his life which informs our living, 

for his compassion which changes our hearts, 

for his clear speaking which contradicts our harmless generalities, 

for his disturbing presence, 

his innocent suffering, 

his fearless dying, 

his rising to life-breathing forgiveness, 

we praise you and worship him. 
 

Here too our gratitude rises 

for the promise of the Holy Spirit, 

who even yet, even now, 

confronts us with your claims 

and attracts us to your goodness. 
 

Therefore we gladly join our voices 

to the song of the Church on earth and in heaven, singing: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of truth and love, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he, O blessed is he, 

who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

 Setting from ‘St Anne’s Mass,’ 

 by James Macmillan (b 1959). 
 

And now, lest we believe 

that our praise alone fulfils your purpose, 

we fall silent and remember him who came 

because words weren’t enough. 
 

Setting our wisdom, 

our will, our words aside, 

emptying our hearts, 

and bringing nothing in our hands, 

we yearn for the healing, 

the holding, the accepting, the forgiving 

which Christ alone can offer. 
 

Silence. 
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Merciful God, 

send now, in kindness, your Holy Spirit 

to settle on this bread and wine 

and fill them with the fullness of Jesus. 
 

And let that same Spirit rest on us, 

converting us from the patterns of this passing world, 

until we conform to the shape of him 

whose food we now share.  Amen. 
 

 Iona Community. 

 
Lord’s Prayer & Sharing in Communion 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Words of Institution 
 

The minister takes the bread and breaks it. 
 

Among friends, gathered round a table, 

Jesus took bread, and broke it, and said, 

‘This is my body – broken for you.’ 
 

The minister takes the cup of wine. 
 

Later he took a cup of wine and said, 

‘This is the new relationship with God 

made possible because of my death. 

Take it, all of you, to remember me.’ 
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Invitation 
 

This is the table not of the Church, 

but of the Lord. 

It has been made ready for those who love him 

and who want to love him more. 

So come, you who have much faith 

and you who have little; 

you who have tried to follow 

and you who have failed. 

Come, not because I invite you: 

it is our Lord; 

and it is his will that those who seek him 

should meet him here. 

 
Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread 

and wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar 

rail with those around you. Gluten-free bread rolls are used. 

 
During administration, we sing together: 

 

Gloria, gloria, gloria, Glory, glory, glory, 

Patri et Filio; to the Father and the Son; 

Gloria, gloria, gloria, Glory, glory, glory, 

Spiritui Sancto. to the Holy Spirit. 
 

 Taizé.  

 
 

 

Afterwards, the choir will sing 

‘King of Glory, King of Peace,’ 

by J S Bach (1685-1750). 

 

At the conclusion, silence is shared. 
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Venturing 

 
Prayers of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 

 

Stir up, O Lord, 

the wills of your faithful people; 

that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, 

may by you be plenteously rewarded; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

you have taught us that 

what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters 

we do also for you: 

give us the will to be the servant of others 

as you were the servant of all, 

and gave up your life and died for us, 

but are alive and reign, 

now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Announcements 

 
Blessing 
 

Go forth in peace: 

let the wisdom of God guide your way, 

let the compassion of Christ be your gift to the world, 

let the fire of the Spirit be your inspiration; 

 

and the blessing of God, 

Creator, Christ and Sacred Spirit 

rest upon you and all whom you love, 

both living and departed, 

now and always. Amen. 
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Hymn 
 

‘THE KINGDOM is upon you!’ 

the voice of Jesus cries, 

fulfilling with its message 

the wisdom of the wise; 

it lightens with fresh insight 

the striving human mind, 

creating new dimensions 

of purpose for mankind. 
 

‘God’s kingdom is upon you!’ 

the message sounds today, 

it summons every pilgrim 

to take the questing way, 

with eyes intent on Jesus, 

our leader and our friend, 

who trod faith’s road before us, 

and trod it to the end. 
 

The kingdom is upon us! 

Stirred by the Spirit’s breath, 

we glory in its freedom 

from emptiness and death; 

we celebrate its purpose, 

its mission and its goal, 

alive with the conviction 

that Christ can make us whole. 
 

 Robert Andrew Willis (b1947). 

 Tune: Wolvercote. 

 
Dismissal (please face the back of church) 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have put your life in our hands: 

Now we put our lives in yours. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ  Amen. 

 
Organ voluntary – ‘March on a theme of Handel’ (Lift up your heads), 

Alexandre Guilmant (1837-1911). 
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Director of Music – Mark McCombs. 

Organist – Dr Simon Lindley. 

 

 
         

 

 
Sharing in the hospitality of Christ 

continues after this service with refreshments, 

on Wednesdays at Lunch Club, on Fridays at Broomhall Breakfast, 

on Saturdays at Soup Run, and wherever and whenever 

food and friendship are offered in Christ’s name. 

 

 
         

 

 

 
Printed on Recycled Paper. 

 
The following sources have been used in compiling this service:  ‘Common Worship: Services 

and Prayers for the Church of England,’ and ‘Common Worship: Times and Seasons,’ 

copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 & 2006; as well as ‘A New Zealand Prayer 

Book (1988)’, ‘A Wee Worship Book (1999)’ by the Wild Goose Resource Group, and 

locally crafted texts.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version of the 

Bible, Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995,  The musical setting for the liturgy is ‘St 

Anne’s Mass,’ by James Macmillan. Hymns and songs are reproduced under Church 

Copyright Licence Number 294846. 


