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Welcome 
 

Welcome and greetings, especially if you are new to St Mark’s.  May 

you soon discover what you are seeking and find companions for 

life’s journey. This communion is more complete with you being a 

part of it. 
 

Today’s liturgy takes the form of a simple, yet profound, meal of 

thanksgiving and hospitality, a Eucharist or Holy Communion, which 

originates in the ministry of Jesus and has characterised Christian 

worship through the centuries.  
 

To use the Induction Loop, please select the T Setting on your 

hearing aid.  We ask that mobile phones and pagers be switched 

off or set to silent mode.  LARGE PRINT versions of worship 

materials are available. 
 

Before the service begins, we are all invited to share in a few 

moments of quietness in preparation for worship. 

 
Preparing for worship 

 

Wait without expectation 

which might focus attention too narrowly, 

so that we miss the coming.  

Wait with expectancy, 

alert, hearts, minds, hands, ears 

open to receive the gift. 

(Ann Lewin) 

 
     

 

Birth, our defining moment, is beyond us: 

a gift – breath, identity, possibility –  

an invitation to be. 
 

What of baptism? A second birth? 

 
Baptism is not an event in life, but life’s event – 

an unfolding vocation to be, like Christ. 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=hearing+aid+logo&hl=en&safe=off&biw=1156&bih=599&tbm=isch&tbnid=xWhbPxWwJf6vGM:&imgrefurl=http://www.digitalhearingcare.org.uk/blog/tag/hearing-aid-loop-systems/&docid=ImF22v6dc1LYdM&imgurl=http://www.digitalhearingcare.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Hearing-Loop.jpg&w=475&h=467&ei=rT99UN6KMKGh0QWei4CQAg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=122&vpy=263&dur=1216&hovh=223&hovw=226&tx=129&ty=111&sig=107870215640994711915&page=1&tbnh=151&tbnw=154&start=0&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:0,i:81
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 Gathering 

 
Organ Voluntary: ‘Berceuse,’ by Louis Vierne (1870-1937). 

 
Welcome 

 
Hymn 

 

WE SING a love that sets all people free, 

that blows like wind, that burns like scorching flame, 

enfolds like earth, springs up like water clear. 

Come, living love, live in our hearts today. 

 

We sing a love that seeks another’s good, 

that longs to serve and not to count the cost, 

a love that, yielding, finds itself made new. 

Come, caring love, live in our hearts today. 

 

We sing a love, unflinching, unafraid 

to be itself, despite another’s wrath, 

a love that stands alone and undismayed. 

Come, strength’ning love, live in our hearts today. 

 

We sing a love that, wand’ring, will not rest 

until it finds its way, its home, its source, 

through joy and sadness pressing on refreshed. 

Come, pilgrim love, live in our hearts today. 

 

We sing a burning, fiery, Holy Ghost 

that seeks out shades of ancient bitterness, 

transfig’ring these, as Christ in ev’ry heart. 

Come joyful love, live in our hearts today. 

 
 June Boyce-Tillman (b 1943). 

 Tune: Woodlands. 
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Prayers of Approach  
 

May God be with you: 

and also with you. 
 

EVER-LOVING GOD, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden; 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

We remain standing until after the Collect; if you would be 

more comfortable seated, please feel free to sit down. 

 
Gloria 
 

LAUDATE Dominum, Praise the Lord, 

laudate Dominum, Praise the Lord, 

omnes gentes, alleluia. peoples, nations. Alleluia. 

LAUDATE Dominum, Praise the Lord, 

laudate Dominum, Praise the Lord, 

omnes gentes, alleluia. peoples, nations. Alleluia. 
 

 Taizé Community.  Tune: Jacques Berthier (1923-94). 

 

Collect 
 

Let us pray.  (please remain standing) 
 

God of abundant life, 

conceiving creation 

and blessing its fruitfulness: 

through birth and baptism  

you grace us with being 

and invite us to belong; 

such gifts are beyond us, 

yet we seek your inspiration 

to respond through lives 

of generosity and gratitude 

in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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Attending 

 
Reading (please take a seat) – Acts 19. 1 – 10, read by Jane Padget 

 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

 

WHILE APOLLOS was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior 

regions and came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2 He said to 

them, ‘Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?’ They 

replied, ‘No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.’ 3 Then he 

said, ‘Into what then were you baptized?’ They answered, ‘Into John’s 

baptism.’ 4 Paul said, ‘John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling 

the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in 

Jesus.’ 

 
5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 

When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, 

and they spoke in tongues and prophesied – 7 altogether there were about 

twelve of them. 8 He entered the synagogue and for three months spoke 

out boldly, and argued persuasively about the kingdom of God. 9 When 

some stubbornly refused to believe and spoke evil of the Way before the 

congregation, he left them, taking the disciples with him, and argued daily 

in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. 10 This continued for two years, so that all 

the residents of Asia, both Jews and Greeks, heard the word of the Lord. 

 

Let us listen for the word of the Lord. 

 
A time of quietness for reflection (approximately 1 minute). 

 
Hymn 

 

CHRIST, whose glory fills the skies, 

Christ, the true, the only light, 

Sun of righteousness, arise, 

triumph o’er the shades of night; 

Day-spring from on high, be near; 

Day-star, in my heart appear. 
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Dark and cheerless is the morn 

unaccompanied by thee: 

joyless is the day’s return, 

till thy mercy’s beams I see, 

till they inward light impart, 

glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 

 

Visit then this soul of mine; 

pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 

fill me, radiancy divine; 

scatter all my unbelief; 

more and more thyself display, 

shining to the perfect day. 

 
 Charles Wesley (1707-88). 

 Tune: Ratisbon. 

 
Gospel – Luke 24. 36 – 49. 

 

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community. 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and 

said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ 37 They were startled and terrified, and 

thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38 He said to them, ‘Why are you 

frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 Look at my hands 

and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not 

have flesh and bones as you see that I have.’ 40 And when he had said this, 

he showed them his hands and his feet. 41 While in their joy they were 

disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you anything here 

to eat?’ 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate in 

their presence. 

 
44 Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I 

was still with you – that everything written about me in the law of Moses, 

the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ 45 Then he opened their 

minds to understand the scriptures, 46 and he said to them, ‘Thus it is 
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written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the 

third day, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 

proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are 

witnesses of these things. 49 And see, I am sending upon you what my 

Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with 

power from on high.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon – The Rev’d Shan Rush. 
 

Followed by a time of quietness for reflection (approximately 1 minute). 

 
Prayers of Solidarity & Concern, led by Shan Rush 
 

The following chant may be sang before the intercessions. 

 

Through our lives and by our prayers, 

your kingdom come. John L Bell (b 1949). 

 

One of these or another set of biddings and responses is used. 

 

Your kingdom come. God of our yearning. 

Your will be done. We seek you. 
 

God of justice, truth and love. Ever-beckoning God. 

Inspire us with your Spirit We seek your presence 

to let your Kingdom come.  Amen. and will serve you.  Amen. 

 
Invocation 
 

During the following chant, the ministers and Katherine’s family gather around the font. 

 

Come, Holy Spirit, 

gracious heavenly dove; 

come, fire of love. 
 

 John Bell (b 1949) & Graham Maule (b 1958). 
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Being Baptized 
 

Presentation of the Candidate 
 

A member of St Mark’s introduces the candidate. 

 

I present Katherine Jane Grace to be baptised 

and to take her place within the body of Christ. 

 
The minister addresses the whole congregation. 

 

In baptism, God calls us to be his friends; 

here we are united in the company of all the faithful, 

here we are reminded to look beyond time and space 

for signs of everlasting glory.  

 

During the days of his ministry, 

Jesus asked for children to be brought to him, saying, 

‘God’s kingdom belongs to such as these.’ 

For you, little one, even though you do not yet know it, 

Jesus lived and loved and died and rose again. 

 

People of God, will you welcome Katherine 

and uphold her in her new life in Christ? 

With the help of God, we will. 

 
The minister addresses the parents and godparents. 

 

Parents and godparents, the Church receives Katherine with joy.  

Today we are trusting God for her growth in faith.  

 

Will you promise to teach Katherine right from wrong,  

to offer her an example of honesty and integrity 

that she might learn to act justly? 

With the help of God, we will. 

 

Will you promise to nurture and protect Katherine, 

to provide her with an environment of grace and gratitude 

that she might learn to love faithfully and tenderly? 

With the help of God, we will. 



8 

Will you promise to pray for Katherine, 

to draw her by your example into the community of faith 

and walk with her in the way of Christ 

that she too might learn to walk humbly with her God?  

With the help of God, we will. 

 
Decision 
 

The minister addresses the whole community of faith. 

 

As God beckons us to walk in the way of Christ 

and to grow into fullness of life, 

so we make our response. 
 

Are you sorry for the hurt you have caused others 

and for the times you let God down in your life? 

I am sorry. 
 

Are you resolved to turn from evil 

and from all that is unworthy, destructive or false? 

I am resolved. 
 

Are you willing to love God 

and to serve him with all your strength? 

I am willing. 
 

Are you ready to follow Christ 

and to make him your companion and guide? 

I am ready. 

 
Prayer over the Water 
 

Water is poured into the font. 

 

Praise God who made heaven and earth, 

whose faithfulness endures for ever. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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God of abundant life, 

we give you thanks and praise 

for your gift of water in creation; 

for your Spirit, sweeping over the waters, 

bringing light and life; 

for your Son Jesus Christ, 

baptized in the river Jordan. 
 

We bless you for your new creation, 

brought to birth by water and the Spirit, 

and for your grace bestowed upon us your children, 

cleansing us from sin. 
 

May your holy and life-giving Spirit 

move upon these waters. 

Restore through them the beauty of your creation, 

and bring those who are baptized 

to new birth in the family of your Church; 
 

for all creation finds its source and fulfilment in you, 

to you be praise and glory for ever.  Amen. 

 
Profession of Faith 
 

The minister addresses the whole assembly. 
 

Let us affirm, 

with those being baptized, 

our inheritance of faith. 
 

Do you believe and trust  in God the Father, 

who is the source of all things and gives us life? 

We believe and trust in God. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 

who shows us what God is like and how we should live? 

We believe and trust in God. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 

who brings God close and inspires our hearts? 

We believe and trust in God. 
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This is the faith of the Church. 

This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

 
Baptism 
 

Katherine Jane Grace,  

I baptize you in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

The assembly responds.  Amen. 
 

The minister makes the sign of the cross on Katherine’s forehead. 
 

Katherine, Christ claims you for his own, 

receive the sign of his cross. 
 

May you come to know the depth of Grace 

revealed to us in him.  Amen. 
 

Parents and godparents are invited to trace the sign 

of the cross on Katherine’s forehead.  

 
Gift of Light 
 

A lighted candle, symbolizing the gift of faith and the presence of God’s Spirit, 

is offered to one of Katherine’s godparents. 
 

Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, 

but will have the light of life.’ 
 

Receive the light of Christ; 

walk in this light all the days of your life. 
 

Let your light so shine before others 

that they may see your good works 

and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 

May God kindle in you 

the flame of faith 

the fire of love 

and the torch of truth.  Amen. 
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Commission 
 

The minister prays for Katherine’s parents, godparents and sponsors. 
 

Faithful and loving God, 

bless those who care for Katherine 

and grant them your gifts of love, wisdom and faith. 

Pour upon them your healing and reconciling love, 

and protect their homes from all evil. 

Fill them with the light of your presence 

and establish them in the joy of your kingdom, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

They are anointed with holy oil for strength and inspiration. 
 

I anoint you for service: 

remain faithful to your calling, 

as God remains faithful to you.  Amen. 

 
Welcome 
 

There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism: 

by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body. 
 

We welcome you into the fellowship of faith; 

we are children of the same heavenly Father; 

we welcome you. 

 
Greeting of Peace 
 

We are the body of Christ. 

In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. 

Let us then pursue all that makes for peace 

and builds up our common life. 
 

 1 Corinthians 12.12-13. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

We share Christ’s peace with one another, especially with those who 

are unfamiliar or from whom we are estranged. 
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Hymn 
 

A collection is taken for the ministry of St Mark’s.  If you are a taxpayer, 

please place your gift in one of the yellow envelopes provided, writing your 

name and address on the front.  If you leave the envelope blank, we are 

unable to reclaim tax under the ‘Gift Aid’ scheme.  Thank you. 
 

MORNING GLORY, starlit sky, 

leaves in springtime, swallows’ flight, 

autumn gales, tremendous seas, 

sounds and scents of summer night; 
 

Soaring music, towering words, 

art’s perfection, scholar’s truth, 

joy supreme of human love, 

memory’s treasure, grace of youth; 
 

Open, Lord, are these, thy gifts, 

gifts of love to mind and sense; 

hidden is love’s agony, 

love’s endeavour, love’s expense. 
 

Love that gives, gives evermore, 

gives with zeal, with eager hands, 

spares not, keeps not, all outpours, 

ventures all, its all expends. 
 

Drained is love in making full; 

bound in setting others free; 

poor in making many rich; 

weak in giving power to be. 
 

Therefore he who thee reveals 

hangs, O Father, on that Tree 

helpless; and the nails and thorns 

tell of what thy love must be. 
 

Thou art God, no monarch thou, 

throned in easy state to reign; 

thou art God, whose arms of love 

aching, spent, the world sustain. 
 

 W H Vanstone (1923-99). 

 Tune: Vienna. 
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Communing 

 
Preparation 
 

Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, and the collection, are offered. 
 

Gather us in, O God: 

From every age and outlook. 
 

Gather us in, O God: 

From every creed and colour. 
 

Gather us in, O God: 

From every circumstance and walk of life. 
 

Be found among us: 

In the sharing of bread and wine, 

in the offering of friendship and service, 

in the openness of thankful hearts 

and outstretched hands, 

be found among us. 

 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray. (please sit or kneel) 
 

Ever-beckoning God, 

we thank you that in every age 

you are calling people 

to venture forth in faith – 

leaving behind the securities of self-interest 

in pursuit of justice, truth and peace. 
 

We thank you that in Jesus 

your word has been fulfilled –  

through life, through death, 

through life beyond death – 

drawing humanity into your presence 

that all may find their integrity in you. 
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We thank you that through him 

we can approach this table, 

no matter who we are 

or where life has led us, 

no matter what our confusion 

or how deep our doubts. 
 

And so we praise you 

with the faithful of every time and place 

who have struggled to embody your word 

and live out your wisdom, saying, 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of truth and love. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest! 
 

Blessèd is he who comes 

in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest! 
 

And now, 

in obedience to his command, 

it is our duty and our joy, 

to remember the night he gave himself up 

and was handed over to death. 
 

One final time, 

among friends, gathered round a table, 

Jesus took bread, 

and after giving you thanks, he broke it 

and offered it to them, saying, 

‘This is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me’ 
 

Afterwards, he took the cup of wine, 

blessed it, and offered it to them, saying,  

‘This is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me.’ 
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As we remember his life, 

proclaim his death 

and celebrate his resurrection, 

may your Holy Spirit inspire this communion 

that all who share this bread and wine 

may feed on Christ and become one with him. 

 

Come, Holy Spirit, 

fill the hearts of your people 

and kindle in us the fire of your love.  Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer & Sharing in Communion 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The bread is broken. 

 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

 
Words of invitation follow. 

 

Christ’s table has been prepared 

and Christ is the one who beckons. 

Come take your place and feed on him. 
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Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread 

and wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar 

rail with those around you. Gluten-free bread rolls are used. 
 

During administration, we sing together the following chant: 

 

Take, oh take me as I am; 

summon out what I shall be; 

set your seal upon my heart 

and live in me. 
 John Bell (b 1949). 

 

At the conclusion, silence is shared. 

 
Venturing 

 
Prayer of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 
 

GOD of our pilgrimage, 

you have led us to the living water 

and fed us on the bread of life: 

refresh and sustain us by your Spirit 

as we go forth on our journey, 

in the companionship of Christ 

and in the service of your kingdom.  Amen. 

 
Notices 

 
Blessing 
 

Go forth in peace: 

let the wisdom of God guide your way, 

let the compassion of Christ be your gift to the world, 

let the fire of the Spirit be your inspiration; 
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and the blessing of God, 

Creator, Christ and Sacred Spirit 

rest upon you and all whom you love, 

both living and departed, 

now and always. Amen. 

 
Hymn 
 

I DANCED in the morning when the world was begun, 

and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun, 

and I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth, 

at Bethlehem I had my birth. 

 

Dance, then, wherever you may be, 

I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 

and I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be, 

and I’ll lead you all in the Dance, said he. 

 

I danced for the scribe and the pharisee, 

but they would not dance and they wouldn’t follow me. 

I danced for the fishermen, for James and John – 

they came with me and the Dance went on. 

 

Chorus. 

 

I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame; 

the holy people said it was a shame. 

They whipped and they stripped and they hung me on high, 

and they left me there on a cross to die. 

 

Chorus. 

 

I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black – 

it’s hard to dance with the devil on your back. 

They buried my body and they thought I’d gone, 

but I am the Dance, and I still go on. 

 

Chorus. 
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They cut me down and I leapt up high; 

I am the life that’ll never, never die; 

I’ll live in you if you’ll live in me – 

I am the Lord of the Dance, said he. 

 

Dance, then, wherever you may be, 

I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 

and I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be, 

and I’ll lead you all in the Dance, said he. 

 
 Sydney Carter (1915-2004). 

 Tune: Lord of the dance. 

 
Commission (please face the back of church) 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have put your life in our hands. 

Now we put our lives in yours. 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ  Amen. 

 

 
Organ voluntary: ‘Serenade,’ by Derek Bourgeois (b 1941). 
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Sharing in the hospitality of Christ 

continues after this service with refreshments, 

on Wednesdays at Lunch Club, on Fridays at Broomhall Breakfast, 

on Saturdays at Soup Run, and wherever and whenever 

food and friendship are offered in Christ’s name. 

 
 

 

 

 
Printed on Recycled Paper. 

 

The following sources have been used in compiling this service:  ‘Common 

Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England,’ and ‘Common 

Worship: Times and Seasons,’ copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 & 

2006; as well as locally crafted texts. Some of the baptism liturgy was inspired 

by Cheryl Larwrie and written by Jen Ryder and Mark Newitt. 

 

The musical setting for the liturgy is ‘St Anne’s Mass,’ by James Macmillan.  

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, 

Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995,  Hymns and songs are reproduced 

under Church Copyright Licence Number 294846.  The image on the front cover 

is of a mosaic on the floor of the 4th century church of the Multiplication of the 

Loaves and the Fishes in Tabgha, Galilee. 


