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Welcome 
 

Welcome and greetings, especially if you are new to St Mark’s.  May 

you soon discover what you are seeking and find companions for 

life’s journey. This communion is more complete with you being a 

part of it. 
 

Today’s liturgy takes the form of a simple, yet profound, meal of 

thanksgiving and hospitality, a Eucharist or Holy Communion, which 

originates in the ministry of Jesus and has characterised Christian 

worship through the centuries.  
 

To use the Induction Loop, please select the T Setting on your 

hearing aid.  We ask that mobile phones and pagers be switched 

off or set to silent mode.  LARGE PRINT versions of worship 

materials are available. 
 

Before the service begins, we are all invited to share in a few 

moments of quietness in preparation for worship. 

 
Preparing for worship 

 

Wait without expectation 

which might focus attention too narrowly, 

so that we miss the coming.  

Wait with expectancy, 

alert, hearts, minds, hands, ears 

open to receive the gift. 

(Ann Lewin) 

 
     

 

Birth, our defining moment, is beyond us: 

a gift – breath, identity, possibility –  

an invitation to be. 
 

What of baptism? A second birth? 

 
Baptism is not an event in life, but life’s event – 

an unfolding vocation to be, like Christ. 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=hearing+aid+logo&hl=en&safe=off&biw=1156&bih=599&tbm=isch&tbnid=xWhbPxWwJf6vGM:&imgrefurl=http://www.digitalhearingcare.org.uk/blog/tag/hearing-aid-loop-systems/&docid=ImF22v6dc1LYdM&imgurl=http://www.digitalhearingcare.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Hearing-Loop.jpg&w=475&h=467&ei=rT99UN6KMKGh0QWei4CQAg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=122&vpy=263&dur=1216&hovh=223&hovw=226&tx=129&ty=111&sig=107870215640994711915&page=1&tbnh=151&tbnw=154&start=0&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:0,i:81
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 Gathering 

 
Organ Voluntary 

 
Welcome 

 
Hymn 
 

DEAR LORD and Father of mankind, 

forgive our foolish ways; 

reclothe us in our rightful mind; 

in purer lives thy service find, 

in deeper reverence, praise. (repeated) 
 

In simple trust like theirs who heard 

beside the Syrian sea 

the gracious calling of the Lord, 

let us, like them, without a word 

rise up and follow thee. (repeated) 
 

O sabbath rest by Galilee! 

O calm of hills above, 

where Jesus knelt to share with thee 

the silence of eternity, 

interpreted by love! (repeated) 
 

Drop thy still dews of quietness, 

till all our strivings cease; 

take from our souls the strain and stress, 

and let our ordered lives confess 

the beauty of thy peace. (repeated) 
 

Breathe through the heats of our desire 

thy coolness and thy balm; 

let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 

speak through the earthquake, wind and fire, 

O still small voice of calm! (repeated) John G Whittier (1807-92). 

 Tune: Repton. 
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Prayers of Approach  
 

May God be with you: 

and also with you. 
 

EVER-LOVING GOD, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden; 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

We remain standing until after the Collect; if you would be 

more comfortable seated, please feel free to sit down. 

 
Gloria 
 

LAUDATE Dominum, Praise the Lord, 

laudate Dominum, Praise the Lord, 

omnes gentes, alleluia. peoples, nations. Alleluia. 

LAUDATE Dominum, Praise the Lord, 

laudate Dominum, Praise the Lord, 

omnes gentes, alleluia. peoples, nations. Alleluia. 
 

 Taizé Community.  Tune: Jacques Berthier (1923-94). 

 

Collect 
 

Let us pray.  (please remain standing) 
 

HEAVENLY Father, 

by the power of your Holy Spirit 

you give to your faithful people 

new life in the water of baptism. 

Guide and strengthen us by the same Spirit, 

that we who are born again 

may serve you in faith and love, 

and grow into the full stature of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

 Common Worship. 
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Attending 

 
Reading (please take a seat) – Acts 17. 16 – 32, read by Robin Saunders 

 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

 

WHILE PAUL was waiting for them in Athens, he was deeply distressed to 

see that the city was full of idols. 17 So he argued in the synagogue with the 

Jews and the devout persons, and also in the marketplace every day with 

those who happened to be there. 18 Also some Epicurean and Stoic 

philosophers debated with him. Some said, ‘What does this babbler want 

to say?’ Others said, ‘He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign divinities.’ 

(This was because he was telling the good news about Jesus and the 

resurrection.) 19 So they took him and brought him to the Areopagus and 

asked him, ‘May we know what this new teaching is that you are 

presenting? 20 It sounds rather strange to us, so we would like to know 

what it means.’ 21 Now all the Athenians and the foreigners living there 

would spend their time in nothing but telling or hearing something new.  

 
22 Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see 

how extremely religious you are in every way. 23 For as I went through the 

city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among 

them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore 

you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made 

the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does 

not live in shrines made by human hands, 25 nor is he served by human 

hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals 

life and breath and all things. 26 From one ancestor he made all nations to 

inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and 

the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27 so that they would 

search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him – though indeed 

he is not far from each one of us. 28 For ‘In him we live and move and have 

our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we too are his 

offspring.’ 

 
29 Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like 

gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of 

mortals. 30 While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now 

he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a 
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day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man 

whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising 

him from the dead.’ 32 When they heard of the resurrection of the dead, 

some scoffed; but others said, ‘We will hear you again about this.’ 

 
Let us listen for the word of the Lord. 

 

A time of quietness for reflection (approximately 1 minute). 

 
Song 

 

WHEN I NEEDED a neighbour 

were you there, were you there? 

When I needed a neighbour 

were you there? 

 

And the creed and the colour 

and the name won’t matter, 

Were you there? 

 

I was hungry and thirsty, 

were you there, were you there? 

I was hungry and thirsty, 

were you there? 

 

Chorus. 

 

I was cold, I was naked, 

were you there, were you there? 

I was cold, I was naked, 

were you there? 

 

Chorus. 

 

When I needed a shelter 

were you there, were you there? 

When I needed a shelter 

were you there? 

 

Chorus. 
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When I needed a healer 

were you there, were you there? 

When I needed a healer 

were you there? 
 

And the creed and the colour 

and the name won’t matter, 

Were you there? 
 

Wherever you travel  

I’ll be there, I’ll be there, 

Wherever you travel 

I’ll be there. 
 

And the creed and the colour 

and the name won’t matter, 

I’ll be there. 
 

 Sydney Carter (1915-2004). 

 Tune: Neighbour. 

 
Gospel – Luke 10. 25 – 37. 
 

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

JUST THEN a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ he said, ‘what must 

I do to inherit eternal life?’ 26 He said to him, ‘What is written in the law? 

What do you read there?’ 27 He answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, 

and with all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself.’ 28 And he said to 

him, ‘You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.’ 29 But 

wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbour?’ 30 

Jesus replied, ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell 

into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, 

leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down that 

road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise 

a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other 

side. 33 But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw 

him, he was moved with pity. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, 
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having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, 

brought him to an inn, and took care of him.  35 The next day he took out 

two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and 

when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 36 Which of 

these three, do you think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into the 

hands of the robbers?’ 37 He said, ‘The one who showed him mercy.’ Jesus 

said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon – The Rev’d Julie Upton, Rector of the Manor Team Ministry. 
 

Followed by a time of quietness for reflection (approximately 1 minute). 

 
Prayers of Solidarity & Concern, led by Helen Hillman 
 

The following chant may be sang before the intercessions. 
 

Through our lives and by our prayers, 

your kingdom come. John L Bell (b 1949). 
 

One of these or another set of biddings and responses is used. 
 

Your kingdom come. God of our yearning. 

Your will be done. We seek you. 
 

God of justice, truth and love. Ever-beckoning God. 

Inspire us with your Spirit We seek your presence 

to let your Kingdom come.  Amen. and will serve you.  Amen. 

 
Invocation 
 

During the following chant, the ministers and Alfred’s family gather around the font. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, 

gracious heavenly dove; 

come, fire of love. 
 

 John Bell (b 1949) & Graham Maule (b 1958). 
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Presentation of the Candidate 
 

Alfred is introduced, along with his parents and godparents. 

 

The minister addresses the whole congregation. 

 

From the beginning, the Christian community 

has received followers of Jesus through baptism; 

their children also, so that with help and encouragement, 

they may grow in faith and respond to Christ’s call. 
 

People of God, will you receive this child 

and uphold him in his new life in Christ? 

With the help of God, we will. 
 

The minister addresses the candidate’s parents and godparents. 

 

Parents and godparents, 

the Church receives Alfred with joy. 

Today we are trusting God for his growth in faith. 

Will you pray for him, 

draw him by your example into the community of faith 

and walk with him in the way of Christ? 

With the help of God, we will.  

 
Decision 
 

The minister addresses the whole community of faith. 

 

As God beckons us to walk in the way of Christ 

and to grow into fullness of life, 

so we make our response. 
 

Are you sorry for the hurt you have caused others 

and for the times you let God down in your life? 

I am sorry. 
 

Are you resolved to turn from evil 

and from all that is unworthy, destructive or false? 

I am resolved. 
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Are you willing to love God 

and to serve him with all your strength? 

I am willing. 
 

Are you ready to follow Christ 

and to make him your companion and guide? 

I am ready. 

 
Prayer over the Water 
 

Water is poured into the font. 

 

Praise God who made heaven and earth, 

whose faithfulness endures for ever. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

God of abundant life, 

we give you thanks and praise 

for your gift of water in creation; 

for your Spirit, sweeping over the waters, 

bringing light and life; 

for your Son Jesus Christ, 

baptized in the river Jordan. 
 

We bless you for your new creation, 

brought to birth by water and the Spirit, 

and for your grace bestowed upon us your children, 

cleansing us from sin. 
 

May your holy and life-giving Spirit 

move upon these waters. 

Restore through them the beauty of your creation, 

and bring those who are baptized 

to new birth in the family of your Church; 
 

for all creation finds its source and fulfilment in you, 

to you be praise and glory for ever.  Amen. 
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Profession of Faith 
 

The minister addresses the whole assembly. 
 

Let us affirm, 

with those being baptized, 

our inheritance of faith. 
 

Do you believe and trust  in God the Father, 

who is the source of all things and gives us life? 

We believe and trust in God. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 

who shows us what God is like and how we should live? 

We believe and trust in God. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 

who brings God close and inspires our hearts? 

We believe and trust in God. 
 

This is the faith of the Church. 

This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

 
Baptism 
 

Alfred Arthur,  

I baptize you in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

The assembly responds.  Amen. 
 

The minister makes the sign of the cross on Alfred’s forehead. 
 

I sign you with the cross, the sign of Christ. 

God has called you by name and made you his own. 
 

Alfred, do not be ashamed to confess 

the faith of Christ crucified. 

Remain faithful to your calling, 

as God remains faithful to you.  Amen. 
 

Parents, godparents and sponsors are invited to trace the sign 

of the cross on Alfred’s forehead.  
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Gift of Light 
 

A lighted candle, symbolizing the gift of faith and the presence of God’s Spirit, 

is offered to one of Alfred’s godparents. 
 

Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, 

but will have the light of life.’ 
 

Receive the light of Christ; 

walk in this light all the days of your life. 
 

May God kindle in you 

the flame of faith 

the fire of love 

and the torch of truth.  Amen. 

 
Commission 
 

The minister prays for Alfred’s parents and godparents. 
 

Faithful and loving God, 

bless those who care for Alfred 

and grant them your gifts of love, wisdom and faith. 

Pour upon them your healing and reconciling love, 

and protect their homes from all evil. 

Fill them with the light of your presence 

and establish them in the joy of your kingdom, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

They are anointed with holy oil for strength and inspiration. 
 

I anoint you for service: 

remain faithful to your calling, 

as God remains faithful to you.  Amen. 

 
Welcome 
 

There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism: 

by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body. 
 

We welcome you into the fellowship of faith; 

we are children of the same heavenly Father; 

we welcome you. 
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Greeting of Peace 
 

We are the body of Christ. 

In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. 

Let us then pursue all that makes for peace 

and builds up our common life. 
 

 1 Corinthians 12.12-13. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

We share Christ’s peace with one another, especially with those who 

are unfamiliar or from whom we are estranged. 

 
Hymn 

 

A collection is taken for the ministry of St Mark’s.  If you are a taxpayer, 

please place your gift in one of the yellow envelopes provided, writing your 

name and address on the front.  If you leave the envelope blank, we are 

unable to reclaim tax under the ‘Gift Aid’ scheme.  Thank you. 
 

GREAT GOD, your love has called us here, 

as we, by love for love were made. 

Your living likeness still we bear, 

though marred, dishonoured, disobeyed. 

We come, with all our heart and mind 

your call to hear, your love to find. 
 

We come with self-inflicted pains 

of broken trust and chosen wrong, 

half-free, half-bound by inner chains, 

by social forces swept along, 

by powers and systems close confined, 

yet seeking hope for humankind. 
 

Great God, in Christ you call our name 

and then receive us as your own, 

not through some merit, right or claim, 

but by your gracious love alone. 

We strain to glimpse your mercy seat 

and find you kneeling at our feet. 
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Then take the towel, and break the bread, 

and humble us, and call us friends. 

Suffer and serve till all are fed, 

and show how grandly love intends 

to work till all creation sings, 

to fill all worlds, to crown all things. 

 

Great God, in Christ you set us free 

your life to live, your joy to share. 

Give us your Spirit’s liberty 

to turn from guilt and dull despair 

and offer all that faith can do 

while love is making all things new. 
 

 Brian Wren (b 1936). 
 Tune: Melita. 

 
Communing 

 
Preparation 
 

Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, and the collection, are offered. 

 

Gather us in, O God: 

From every age and outlook. 

 

Gather us in, O God: 

From every creed and colour. 

 

Gather us in, O God: 

From every circumstance and walk of life. 

 

Be found among us: 

In the sharing of bread and wine, 

in the offering of friendship and service, 

in the openness of thankful hearts 

and outstretched hands, 

be found among us. 
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray. (please sit or kneel) 

 

Ever-beckoning God, 

we thank you that in every age 

you are calling people 

to venture forth in faith – 

leaving behind the securities of self-interest 

in pursuit of justice, truth and peace. 

 

We thank you that in Jesus 

your word has been fulfilled –  

through life, through death, 

through life beyond death – 

drawing humanity into your presence 

that all may find their integrity in you. 

 

We thank you that through him 

we can approach this table, 

no matter who we are 

or where life has led us, 

no matter what our confusion 

or how deep our doubts. 

 

And so we praise you 

with the faithful of every time and place 

who have struggled to embody your word 

and live out your wisdom, singing, 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of truth and love, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Blessed is he, O blessed is he, 

who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 Setting from ‘St Anne’s Mass,’ by James Macmillan (b 1959). 
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And now, 

in obedience to his command, 

it is our duty and our joy, 

to remember the night he gave himself up 

and was handed over to death. 

 
One final time, 

among friends, gathered round a table, 

Jesus took bread, 

and after giving you thanks, 

he broke it 

and offered it to them, saying, 

‘This is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me’ 

 
Afterwards, he took the cup of wine, 

blessed it, 

and offered it to them, saying,  

‘This is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me.’ 

 
As we remember his life, 

proclaim his death 

and celebrate his resurrection, 

may your Holy Spirit inspire this communion 

that all who share this bread and wine 

may feed on Christ and become one with him. 

 
Come, Holy Spirit, 

fill the hearts of your people 

and kindle in us the fire of your love.  Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer & Sharing in Communion 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The bread is broken. 
 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

Words of invitation follow. 
 

Christ’s table has been prepared 

and Christ is the one who beckons. 

Come take your place and feed on him. 
 

Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread 

and wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar 

rail with those around you. Gluten-free bread rolls are used. 
 

During administration, we sing together the following chant: 
 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful, 

in the Lord, I will rejoice! 

Look to God, do not be afraid. 

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. Taizé Community. 

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. Tune: Jacques Berthier (1923-94). 
 

Afterwards, the choir will sing ‘Our Father’ by Rimsky-Korsakov (1844-1908). 
 

At the conclusion, silence is shared. 
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Venturing 

 
Prayer of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 
 

GOD of our pilgrimage, 

you have led us to the living water 

and fed us on the bread of life: 

refresh and sustain us by your Spirit 

as we go forth on our journey, 

in the companionship of Christ 

and in the service of your kingdom.  Amen. 

 
Notices 

 
Blessing 
 

Go forth in peace: 

let the wisdom of God guide your way, 

let the compassion of Christ be your gift to the world, 

let the fire of the Spirit be your inspiration; 
 

and the blessing of God, 

Creator, Christ and Sacred Spirit 

rest upon you and all whom you love, 

both living and departed, 

now and always. Amen. 

 
Hymn 
 

BE THOU my vision, O Lord of my heart, 

naught be all else to me save that thou art; 

thou my best thought in the day and the night, 

waking and sleeping, thy presence my light. 
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Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word, 

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 

thou my great Father, and I thy true heir; 

thou in me dwelling, and I in thy care. 

 

Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight, 

be thou my armour, and be thou my might, 

thou my soul’s shelter, and thou my high tower, 

raise thou me heavenward, O power of my power. 

 

Riches I need not, nor all the world’s praise, 

thou mine inheritance through all my days; 

thou, and thou only, the first in my heart, 

High King of heaven, my treasure thou art! 

 

High King of heaven, when battle is done, 

grant heaven’s joys to me, O bright heaven’s sun; 

Christ of my own heart, whatever befall, 

still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 
 Irish, c 8th century tr Mary Byrne (1880-1931) 

 versified, Eleanor Hull (1860-1935). 

 Tune: Slane. 

 

 

Commission (please face the back of church) 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have put your life in our hands. 

Now we put our lives in yours. 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ  Amen. 

 

 
Organ voluntary: ‘Serenade,’ by Derek Bourgeois (b 1941). 
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Sharing in the hospitality of Christ 

continues after this service with refreshments, 

on Wednesdays at Lunch Club, on Fridays at Broomhall Breakfast, 

on Saturdays at Soup Run, and wherever and whenever 

food and friendship are offered in Christ’s name. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Printed on Recycled Paper. 
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