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Welcome 

 

Welcome and greetings, especially if you are new to St Mark’s.  May 

you soon discover what you are seeking and find companions for 

life’s journey. This communion is more complete with you being a 

part of it. 

 

Today’s liturgy takes the form of a simple, yet profound, meal of 

thanksgiving and hospitality, a Eucharist or Holy Communion, which 

originates in the ministry of Jesus and has characterised Christian 

worship through the centuries.  

 

To use the Induction Loop, please select the T Setting on your 

hearing aid.  We ask that mobile phones and pagers be switched 

off or set to silent mode.  LARGE PRINT versions of worship 

materials are available. 

 

Before the service begins, we are all invited to share in a few 

moments of quietness in preparation for worship. 

 
Preparing for worship 

 

Wait without expectation 

which might focus attention too narrowly, 

so that we miss the coming.  

Wait with expectancy, 

alert, hearts, minds, hands, ears 

open to receive the gift. 

(Ann Lewin) 

 
     

 

The word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 

piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able 

to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. (Hebrews 4.12) 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=hearing+aid+logo&hl=en&safe=off&biw=1156&bih=599&tbm=isch&tbnid=xWhbPxWwJf6vGM:&imgrefurl=http://www.digitalhearingcare.org.uk/blog/tag/hearing-aid-loop-systems/&docid=ImF22v6dc1LYdM&imgurl=http://www.digitalhearingcare.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Hearing-Loop.jpg&w=475&h=467&ei=rT99UN6KMKGh0QWei4CQAg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=122&vpy=263&dur=1216&hovh=223&hovw=226&tx=129&ty=111&sig=107870215640994711915&page=1&tbnh=151&tbnw=154&start=0&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:0,i:81
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 Gathering 

 
Organ Voluntary 

‘The Prince of Denmark's March,’ Jeremiah Clarke (1674-1707). 

 
Welcome 

 
Hymn 

 

FOR THIS DAY of new beginnings, 

thanks be to God; 

for the hope that love is bringing, 

thanks be to God. 

For the lure of life’s horizons, 

for each vision that surprises, 

every challenge that arises, 

thanks be to God. 

 

For each other, here assembled, 

thanks be to God; 

absent friends, in love remembered, 

thanks be to God. 

For the worship that unites us 

and to acts of faith incites us, 

for the Gospel that delights us, 

thanks be to God. 

 

For the calling of the Spirit, 

thanks be to God; 

for the ‘yes’ of all who hear it, 

thanks be to God. 

For the blessing of receiving 

signs of healing and forgiving, 

practice in the art of living, 

thanks be to God. 
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For the peace we shall be sharing, 

thanks be to God; 

human vows of trust and daring, 

thanks be to God. 

For this hour of celebration, 

partnership in dedication, 

for our place in God’s creation, 

thanks be to God! 
 

 Fred Kaan (b 1929). 

 Tune: East Acklam. 

 
Prayers of Approach  
 

May God be with you: 

and also with you. 
 

EVER-LOVING GOD, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden; 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

We remain standing until after the Collect; if you would be 

more comfortable seated, please feel free to sit down. 

 
Gloria 
 

LAUDATE Dominum, Praise the Lord, 

laudate Dominum, Praise the Lord, 

omnes gentes, alleluia. peoples, nations. Alleluia. 

LAUDATE Dominum, Praise the Lord, 

laudate Dominum, Praise the Lord, 

omnes gentes, alleluia. peoples, nations. Alleluia. 
 

 Jacques Berthier (1923-94), Taizé Community. 
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Collect 
 

Let us pray.  (please remain standing) 
 

Word of Life, 

echoing through creation, 

spoken by your prophets, 

embodied in Christ: 

help us to discern your voice, 

understand your meaning 

and respond to your call; 

in Jesus name.  Amen. 

 
Journeying together in Faith 
 

As young members prepare to leave for their groups, a prayer is offered. 
 

May God guide each of us, 

whatever our age or experience, 

in the way of Christ – 

the love of God go with you.  Amen. 
 

Children, teenagers and group leaders set off. 

 
Attending 

 
Reading (please take a seat) – Acts 2. 14 – 36, read by Charles Stirling 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

BUT PETER, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed 

them, ‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to 

you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you 

suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was 

spoken through the prophet Joel: 17 ‘In the last days it will be, God 

declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and 

your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and 

your old men shall dream dreams. 18 Even upon my slaves, both men and 
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women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19 

And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth 

below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20 The sun shall be turned to 

darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great 

and glorious day. 21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 

shall be saved.’ 

 
22 ‘You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a 

man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that 

God did through him among you, as you yourselves know – 23 this man, 

handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of 

God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24 But 

God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible 

for him to be held in its power.  25 For David says concerning him, ‘I saw 

the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not be 

shaken; 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover 

my flesh will live in hope.  27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 

or let your Holy One experience corruption.  28 You have made known to 

me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

 
29 ‘Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David 

that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 

Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him 

that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Foreseeing this, 

David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, ‘He was not 

abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 32 This Jesus 

God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. 33 Being therefore 

exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the 

promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you both see and 

hear. 34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, 

‘The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand, 35 until I make your 

enemies your footstool.’’ 36 Therefore let the entire house of Israel know 

with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus 

whom you crucified.’ 

 

Let us listen for the word of the Lord. 
 

A time of quietness for reflection (approximately 1 minute). 

 



6 

Hymn 

 
HOW SWEET the name of Jesus sounds  

in a believer’s ear! 

It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds, 

and drives away our fear. 

 
It makes the wounded spirit whole, 

and calms the troubled breast; 

‘tis manna to the hungry soul, 

and to the weary rest. 

 
Dear name! the rock on which I build, 

my shield and hiding-place, 

my never-failing treasury filled 

with boundless stores of grace. 

 
Jesus! my shepherd, brother, friend, 

my prophet, priest, and king, 

my Lord, my life, my way, my end, 

accept the praise I bring. 

 
Weak is the effort of my heart, 

and cold my warmest thought; 

but when I see thee as thou art, 

I’ll praise thee as I ought. 

 
‘Till then I would thy love proclaim 

with every fleeting breath; 

and may the music of thy name 

refresh my soul in death. 

 
 John Newton (1725-1807). 

 Tune: Saint Peter (Reinagle). 

 



7 

Gospel – Luke 7. 24 – 35. 
 

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community. 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

WHEN JOHN’S messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 

about John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed 

shaken by the wind? 25 What then did you go out to see? Someone 

dressed in soft robes? Look, those who put on fine clothing and live in 

luxury are in royal palaces. 26 What then did you go out to see? A 

prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27 This is the one about 

whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who 

will prepare your way before you.’ 28 I tell you, among those born of 

women no one is greater than John; yet the least in the kingdom of God is 

greater than he.’ 29 (And all the people who heard this, including the tax 

collectors, acknowledged the justice of God, because they had been 

baptized with John’s baptism. 30 But by refusing to be baptized by him, the 

Pharisees and the lawyers rejected God’s purpose for themselves.) 

 
31 ‘To what then will I compare the people of this generation, and what 

are they like? 32 They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling 

to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we 

wailed, and you did not weep.’ 33 For John the Baptist has come eating no 

bread and drinking no wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon’; 34 the Son of 

Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look, a glutton and a 

drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ 35 Nevertheless, wisdom 

is vindicated by all her children.’ 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon – The Vicar. 
 

Followed by a time of quietness for reflection (approximately 1 minute). 
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Prayers of Solidarity & Concern, led by Liz Wallis 
 

The following chant may be sang before and after the intercessions. 
 

Through our lives and by our prayers, 

your kingdom come. John L Bell (b 1949). 
 

One of these or another set of biddings and responses is used. 
 

Your kingdom come. God of our yearning. 

Your will be done. We seek you. 
 

God of justice, truth and love. Ever-beckoning God. 

Inspire us with your Spirit We seek your presence 

to let your Kingdom come.  Amen. and will serve you.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of Penitence & Forgiveness 
 

Hear the teaching of Christ: 

you shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind and with all your strength. 
 

This is the first commandment. 

And the second is this: 

You shall love your neighbour as yourself. 
 

In the light of Christ’s teaching 

and in the strength of God’s forgiveness, 

let us acknowledge our wrongdoing and failure. 
 

Silence for preparation. 
 

GRACIOUS GOD, 

when we have failed 

to walk in the way of your commandments 

or to heed the cry of those in need, 

when our words and actions 

have caused suffering to others 

or diminished ourselves, 

set us free from past wrongs 

and liberate us for the service of Christ.  Amen. 
 

May God’s forgiveness be your freedom 

and God’s wisdom be your guide.  Amen. 
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Greeting of Peace 
 

We are the body of Christ. 

In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. 

Let us then pursue all that makes for peace 

and builds up our common life. 
 

 1 Corinthians 12.12-13. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

We share Christ’s peace with one another, especially with those who 

are unfamiliar or from whom we are estranged. 

 
Hymn 

 

A collection is taken for the ministry of St Mark’s.  If you are a taxpayer, 

please place your gift in one of the yellow envelopes provided, writing your 

name and address on the front.  If you leave the envelope blank, we are 

unable to reclaim tax under the ‘Gift Aid’ scheme.  Thank you. 
 

I COME with joy, a child of God, 

forgiven, loved and free, 

the life of Jesus to recall, 

in love laid down for me. 
 

I come with Christians far and near 

to find, as all are fed, 

the new community of love 

in Christ’s communion bread. 
 

As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, 

each proud division ends. 

The love that made us, makes us one, 

and strangers now are friends. 
 

The Spirit of the risen Christ, 

unseen, but ever near, 

is in such friendship better known, 

alive among us here. 



10 

Together met, together bound 

by all that God has done, 

we’ll go with joy, to give the world 

the love that makes us one. Brian Wren (b 1936). 

 Tune: University. 

 
Communing 

 
Preparation 
 

Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, and the collection, are offered. 
 

Gather us in, O God: 

From every age and outlook. 
 

Gather us in, O God: 

From every creed and colour. 
 

Gather us in, O God: 

From every circumstance and walk of life. 
 

Be found among us: 

In the sharing of bread and wine, 

in the offering of friendship and service, 

in the openness of thankful hearts 

and outstretched hands, 

be found among us. 

 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray. (please sit or kneel) 

 

Ever-beckoning God, 

we thank you that in every age 

you are calling people 

to venture forth in faith – 

leaving behind the securities of self-interest 

in pursuit of justice, truth and peace. 
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We thank you that in Jesus 

your word has been fulfilled –  

through life, through death, 

through life beyond death – 

drawing humanity into your presence 

that all may find their integrity in you. 
 

We thank you that through him 

we can approach this table, 

no matter who we are 

or where life has led us, 

no matter what our confusion 

or how deep our doubts. 
 

And so we praise you 

with the faithful of every time and place 

who have struggled to embody your word 

and live out your wisdom, singing, 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of truth and love, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he, O blessed is he, 

who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

 Setting from ‘St Anne’s Mass,’ by James Macmillan (b 1959). 
 

And now, 

in obedience to his command, 

it is our duty and our joy, 

to remember the night he gave himself up 

and was handed over to death. 
 

One final time, 

among friends, gathered round a table, 

Jesus took bread, 

and after giving you thanks, 

he broke it and offered it to them, saying, 

‘This is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me’ 
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Afterwards, he took the cup of wine, 

blessed it, and offered it to them, saying,  

‘This is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 

 

As we remember his life, 

proclaim his death 

and celebrate his resurrection, 

may your Holy Spirit inspire this communion 

that all who share this bread and wine 

may feed on Christ and become one with him. 

 

Come, Holy Spirit, 

fill the hearts of your people 

and kindle in us the fire of your love.  Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer & Sharing in Communion 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The bread is broken. 

 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
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Words of invitation follow. 

 

Christ’s table has been prepared 

and Christ is the one who beckons. 

Come take your place and feed on him. 

 
Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread 

and wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar 

rail with those around you. Gluten-free bread rolls are used. 

 
During administration, we sing together the following chant: 

 

Bless the Lord, my soul, 

and bless God’s holy name. 

Bless the Lord, my soul, 

who leads me into life. 
 

 Jacques Berthier (1923-94), Taizé Community. 

 
Afterwards, the choir will sing ‘Lead Me Lord,’ by S S Wesley (1810-76). 

 
At the conclusion, silence is shared. 

 

Venturing 

 
Prayers of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 

 

GOD of our pilgrimage, 

you have led us to the living water 

and fed us on the bread of life: 

refresh and sustain us by your Spirit 

as we go forth on our journey, 

in the companionship of Christ 

and in the service of your kingdom.  Amen. 

 
Notices 
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Blessing 
 

Go forth in peace: 

let the wisdom of God guide your way, 

let the compassion of Christ be your gift to the world, 

let the fire of the Spirit be your inspiration; 

 

and the blessing of God, 

Creator, Christ and Sacred Spirit 

rest upon you and all whom you love, 

both living and departed, 

now and always. Amen. 

 
Hymn 
 

NOW LET US from this table rise 

renewed in body, mind and soul; 

with Christ we die and rise again, 

his selfless love has made us whole. 

 

With minds alert, upheld by grace, 

to spread the Word in speech and deed, 

we follow in the steps of Christ, 

at one with all in hope and need. 

 

To fill each human house with love,  

it is the sacrament of care; 

the work that Christ began to do 

we humbly pledge ourselves to share. 

 

Then grant us grace, Companion-God, 

to choose again the pilgrim way 

and help us to accept with joy 

the challenge of tomorrow’s day. 

 
 Fred Kaan (1929-2009). 

 Tune: Solothurn. 
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Commission (please face the back of church) 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have put your life in our hands. 

Now we put our lives in yours. 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ  Amen. 

 
Organ voluntary: 

‘Trumpet March,’ Geoffrey Bush (1920-98. 

 

 

 
Sharing in the hospitality of Christ 

continues after this service with refreshments, 

on Wednesdays at Lunch Club, on Fridays at Broomhall Breakfast, 

on Saturdays at Soup Run, and wherever and whenever 

food and friendship are offered in Christ’s name. 

 

 

 

 
Printed on Recycled Paper. 

 

The following sources have been used in compiling this service:  ‘Common Worship: 

Services and Prayers for the Church of England,’ and ‘Common Worship: Times and 

Seasons,’ copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 & 2006; as well as locally 

crafted texts.  The musical setting for the liturgy is ‘St Anne’s Mass,’ by James 

Macmillan.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version of the 

Bible, Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995,  Hymns and songs are 

reproduced under Church Copyright Licence Number 294846.  The image on the 

front cover is of a mosaic on the floor of the 4th century church of the Multiplication 

of the Loaves and the Fishes in Tabgha, Galilee. 


