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The St. Mark's contingent were in good spirits as they tackled the May Day Christian Aid Walk.  This was taken 
near Wind Hill Farm on Whitwell Moor, above Stocksbridge, three miles after setting off. 
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YEAR OF THE LION 
 

I suspect it hasn’t escaped any Messenger 
reader’s attention that 2013 represents an 
important cairn within the life of St Mark’s – it is 
50 years since the consecration of the new 
building, following two decades of uncertainty 
over whether the ruin of World War II would 
ever bear witness to resurrection once more.   

In the coming months, we will commemorate 
this defining moment in various ways, but let us 
pause to imagine what it would be like if we 
were able to transport someone from the 
previous incarnation of St Mark’s into the 
present day.  I wonder what he or she would 
comment on?   

The architecture, undoubtedly, with its 
uncluttered interior and angular asymmetry, its 
lofty perpendiculars and splendent 
spaciousness, its accessible sanctuary and 
broad communion table presided over by the 
risen Christ, embodying a hospitable faith 
emerging from the past, enlightened by its 
founder, open to the world, comfortable with 
innovation; inviting an exploratory, pioneering 
approach to Christian faith.   

But also, I suspect, the informal attire of 
worshippers as well as the diverse, 
cosmopolitan composition of the congregation 
and an atmosphere of relaxed informality 
capable of embracing those of differing 
backgrounds, outlook and opinion.  No pew 
rents or pews for the poor!   

And what about the centrality of the Eucharist 
(does anyone remember Matins and 
Evensong?), women priests, civil partnerships, 
marriage of divorcees, liturgical variety and 
experimentation, greater lay participation, 
children receiving the sacrament, amplification 
and hearing loops, toilets and a kitchen, 
refreshments and Sunday lunch.   Not to 
overlook ‘Churches Together in Broomhill and 
Broomhall’, ecumenism, inter-faith dialogue and 
a programme of social action and humanitarian 
relief?   

So much change.  Yet the same Bible and 
Gospels are read and reflected upon each 
Sunday, now as then, as through time, 
generations of congregations have given 
themselves to the task of discerning what it 
means to be faithful to Christ in their time and 
place among the attendant challenges and 
opportunities.   

So much change and yet so much continuity.  
One of the remarkable findings of the history 
project (part of the 50

th
 celebrations) is that, 

although the interior of the nave and chancel of 

the Victorian edifice had been decimated, the 
external walls were largely sound and intact, 
enabling a reconstruction of St Mark’s to its 
former state.  This, the obvious choice you 
would have thought, was declined in favour of a 
more radical conception – one that was 
considerably more expensive, controversial and 
would impact substantially upon the future.   

Food for thought.  And as we remember and 
give thanks for our pioneering forebears and 
their legacy of a wonderful building and an 
open, inquiring approach to Christianity, let us 
also recognise that what has been entrusted to 
us is not for preservation per se, but for 
utilization and evolution.  Our task is not to be 
curators of past glories, but improvisers and 
interpreters of a momentum of faith reaching 
back to Jesus himself that, through the 
centuries, has morphed and mutated giving 
expression to fresh embodiments whilst 
transcending almost every ethnic, cultural and 
ideological boundary to extend the reach of 
Christ to embrace, in terms of the current world 
population, approximately 2 billion people.   

And with this acknowledgement that, under 
Christ, the future of St Mark’s is in our hands 
comes also the prospect that just as our 
forebears could not have anticipated what being 
faithful to Christ would mean and require of 
them in the future, so neither are we able to 
conceive where the next 50 years will take us 
as a church community.  Interestingly, the new 
St Mark’s was consecrated in 1963, the same 
year in which John Robinson’s Honest to God 
offered a radical reformulation of Christian faith.  
And yet for all its innovation and creativity, the 
author readily admitted that the ‘one thing of 
which I am fairly sure is that, in retrospect, [my 
words] will be seen to have erred in not being 
nearly radical enough.’ (!)   

The prospect of change can be both exciting 
and fearsome.  And, of course, there are 
dangers in pursuing innovation for its own sake, 
just as there are in prevarication and 
maintaining the status quo.  But one of the 
mysteries characterising Christianity is that 
whenever attempts have been made to 
constrain Christ within human inventions 
(architectural, liturgical or theological), he 
escapes our grasp only to re-emerge 
elsewhere, often with new insight, influence and 
authority.  And surely it is here that continuity 
resides – in keeping company with Christ 
wherever his kingdom vision and practice of 
faith lead us. 

Ian Wallis (Vicar) 
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‘OUR BROOMHALL’ COMMUNITY HERITAGE PROJECT UNDERWAY! 

 

With a grant from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, the 
new ‘Our Broomhall’ 
project has begun and a 
new part-time Project 
Manager, Jennie Beard, 
has been appointed to co-
ordinate the project for the 
next two years.  Based at 
the Broomhall Centre, 
Jennie will be working with 

local residents to help tell the stories that have 
shaped the vibrant neighbourhood and to 
uncover the hidden heritage and social history of 
Broomhall.   

The project is now seeking volunteers to join the 
different project teams, gathering the historical 
stories and evidence and helping to create an 
exhibition, a new project website and a new 
history book about the area.  The project will be 
working with three local schools and a wide 
range of community groups.  Various skills 
training will be offered including oral history 
interviewing skills, filming and editing skills, 
archaeological and archive research and using 
digital media and new technologies.   

‘We are keen to interview anyone with a 
connection to Broomhall, in the past or present, 
whether you lived here or worked here; we hope 
to gather a wide range of stories,’ said Jennie,  
‘Our interviewing process will start at the end of 
June if any of your members would like to get 
involved.  We are also collecting copies of 
photographs of the area and its people if anyone 
has any to share with us.’   

The project is particularly interested to learn 
more about St Mark’s historical links with the 
area and to help clarify some questions about 
parish boundaries, etc.  ‘We are aware that St 
Mark’s had a mission room on the corner of 
Brunswick Street and Broomspring Lane (now 
the Broomhall Centre) in Broomhall but a past 
resident has told us that in the early 20th century 
this area was called Broomhill and Broomhall 
didn’t start until Hanover Street or the very 
bottom of Broomspring Lane.  We’d like to 
understand more about such clues, but that’s 
what makes this project so interesting as many 
things are being unearthed that we didn’t know 
about before.’   

The official project launch event, open to 
everyone, will take place on Saturday 8th June 
from 3.00-8.00pm at the Broomhall Centre. 

For more information about the project or if you 
think you can help in any way please contact: 
 
Jennie Beard, Project Manager, Our Broomhall, The 
Broomhall Centre, Broomhall, Sheffield, S10 2FD 
T: 07810162146  E: ourbroomhall@gmail.com   

Website coming soon! 
 

Or pop into our History drop-in on Wednesday 
afternoons from 2.00-5.00pm at the Broomhall 
Centre.   

Profile: Jennie was brought up in Rotherham 
and studied Archaeology at Sheffield University.  
She has extensive experience of working on 
heritage projects in Sheffield, London, Cumbria 
and Hertfordshire.  Most recently she has been 
carrying out community engagement work in 
Nether Edge and worked as a Local Faith 
Network Officer for Sheffield Faiths Forum.  She 
runs her own business as a wedding planner and 
stylist and organises events and a heritage walk 
about her infamous relative Charlie Peace.  

 

 

 

 
St. Mark’s Mission, now the Broomhall Centre 

(Courtesy of Sheffield Archives and Local Studies Library S05160) 

 

 
 

 
Jennie Beard 

mailto:ourbroomhall@gmail.com
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THE LIONS 
 

The St Mark’s Lions is one of our Sunday morning 
groups for young people. We’re aged between 11 
and 16 (plus leaders!) and meet for part of the 
10.00am service during term time.  Each week is 
different, but we tend to start with a game and then 
spend some time talking about big issues or maybe 
thinking about how something in the Bible is 
relevant to us today.   

We sometimes also have guests; this term we're 
welcoming some members of the congregation to 
hear about how they integrate faith and their 
working lives.   

We also try to have once a term a get-together not 
on a Sunday morning, often something a little more 
sociable.  Once a year, this is a weekend away; 
getting to know each other better and exploring a 
city, or perhaps spending time somewhere a bit 
more rural!  You can read about this year's 
weekend below. 

Everyone is welcome just to join us on a Sunday 
morning, but if you’d like to know a bit more, then 
either ring or text Ceri on 07779 414158 or email 
her at cerigallivan@hotmail.co.uk. 

Alistair Sutcliffe 
 

 

LIONS’ WEEKEND AWAY 
 
On Friday 12

th
 April 

some of the Lions 
and their leaders set 
off for a weekend of 
fun, action and cake!  
The Leslie Johnson 
Centre in Warslow 
was our base for the 
weekend – the 
perfect setting for 
both indoor and 
outdoor games, of 
which there were 
plenty.  It all started 
on Friday evening 
with a hugely 
competitive ‘cereal 

box game’ which ended in a dead heat between 
Luke Speddings and Mary Taylor.   

Saturday began with a photo treasure hunt around 
the village, during which we were blessed with 
beautiful sunshine.  The Lions were in two teams 
which had to capture photos of a list of items, 
colours and numbers using the fewest number of 
photos and, incredibly, it turned out to be a draw 

with both teams capturing all but one item; both in 
11 photos!   

The afternoon was spent at Carsington Water, 
which was the setting of a very cold raft-building 
session.  Two teams again, but somewhat one-
sided this time as one team’s raft completely 
collapsed leaving the team soaked!  We dried off 

back at the Centre and enjoyed a mean Bolognese, 
courtesy of Ceri, whilst the male leaders set about 
preparing the evening entertainment – the Crystal 
Maze!  Yes, that’s right; mental, physical skill and 
mystery games were on offer for the Lions to collect 
crystals (which in this case were golf balls!) to help 
them with the final game.  The game was a big 
success with the group working together to win the 
grand prize...   

Sunday was a more relaxed affair, starting with 
cooked breakfast and lots of games of Empires (the 
weekend favourite) before taking part in a reflective 
activity of creating handprints and writing 
something nice about each one of us, celebrating 
our differences and unique qualities.  We hope to 
display this in the Lions’ den soon.  We then 
packed up, cleaned up (the least favourite part of  

 
Pete and Greg displaying 

perfectly normal Lions 
behaviour. 

 

 
An optimistic team with the raft they built (before it 

had entered the water) 
 

 
Sam cheerfully confident that 
his knots will hold and the raft 

stay strong! 
 

 
Greg securing the ropes to 
keep the raft together (he 

hopes!). 
 

mailto:cerigallivan@hotmail.co.uk
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THE LIONS ………. 

the weekend for the Lions!) and set off for Heights 
of Abraham in Matlock Bath.  The strong winds had 
closed the cable cars unfortunately, but that gave 
us the opportunity to scale the heights by foot 
(something which some people enjoyed more than 
others!).  Once at the top we explored some of the 
caves and enjoyed some free time at the 
playground.  The tyre swing seemed to cause the 
most excitement (and fear for the leaders!).  Then it 
was back to church.   

It was brilliant to be able to come together as a 
group over a weekend, enjoy each other’s 
company and share good times.  It has definitely 
helped us all get to know each other more and 
some of the Lions were already talking about ‘next 
year’...we’ll have to see if the parents can bear to 
be without them for a weekend again first...oh, and 
whether the leaders can bring themselves to do it!   

Sarah Jenkins 
 

 

THE LIONS’ VIP TREATMENT 
 

Before Easter we had a visit from a Christian Aid 
intern, Eleri Birkhead.  She spoke to us about the 
tax justice campaign.  Christian Aid was 
encouraging people to write to their MPs about 
this issue, so we wrote to the Rt Hon Nick Clegg, 
MP.  In April we received a letter from his 
'corresponding officer' saying they were 
forwarding our letter to HM Treasury.  It also 
added that ‘Mr Clegg is always really keen to 
receive feedback from young people, so it is very 
good of you to take the time to write and let him 
have your views’.  We were encouraged by this 
and have decided to write more often on other 
issues!   

We have recently received a lengthy and 
informative response from Rt Hon George 
Osborne, MP himself: 

‘Dear Lions youth group, 

Thank you very much for writing to the Deputy Prime 
Minister, Mr Nick Clegg, about companies paying tax 
in developing countries.  As Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, I thought it would be more appropriate 
for me to reply.   

May I start by congratulating you on your well written 
letter.  I was impressed by how much you had learnt 
and also by your concern for other countries and 
people less well off than we are in Britain.  

I want to reassure you all that the UK Government 
agrees with you that these are problems that must 
be taken very seriously.  That is why, in the UK, we 
are committed to making sure that everyone pays 
their fair share of tax.  We are also working with 

other countries to look at better ways of exchanging 
information about the tax paid by UK companies in 
other countries.    

There is a difference between tax evasion and tax 
avoidance.  Tax evasion is where people or 
companies decide not to pay any tax at all – this is 
illegal.  The UK Government has strong rules and 
prosecutes those who evade paying tax.  Tax 
avoidance is where people or companies find ways 
to pay the least amount of tax possible using existing 
rules.  Tax avoidance is not illegal, but we are 
looking at ways to stop those who keep abusing the 
system unfairly.   

We are having discussions with many other 
countries to look at ways of improving the 
international tax rules for companies that operate in 
many different countries.  This will take time, 
because we have to ensure that the international tax 
rules are balanced and fair, and that every country 
agrees in order for the new rules to work.   

The UK is committed to helping developing countries 
come out of poverty and that is why we have a 
separate government department specifically 
focused on international development.   

We have promised to spend 0.7 per cent of our 
Gross National Income on overseas aid from this 
year onwards to help provide clean water, food and 
shelter to millions of people in the developing world.   

Along with providing aid, we also believe that 
supporting developing countries to build their own 
tax systems will help them to collect more taxes for 
themselves, so that they can spend more money on 
improving schools and hospitals.   

I hope you will find the information I have provided 
helpful and that you will continue to enjoy your time 
at the Youth Club.   

Thank you for taking the trouble to make us aware of 
your concerns.’ 

Ceri Gallivan 

 
A weary group at the very top of the Heights of Abraham 

(and they didn’t use the cable car to get there!) 
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InSpire 
 
InSpire is a network of students and young 
adults aged from 18 to 30.  We meet each 
Wednesday night, usually in church (but also in 
a local pub or someone’s house), for a range 
of different events: meditations, Bible studies, 
food, social activities, worship, discussions, 
speakers…  Each week is different, so check 
out this term’s schedule: 

http://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/activities/for-
students-and-young-adults/inspire-programme/ 

We love to welcome new people so come 
along any time! 

 

We enjoyed a weekend away together staying 
in the Boys’ Brigade centre in Warslow on the 
first weekend in April.  We had a long walk with 
snowy views and the first proper sun of the 
year, enjoyed evenings of chatting, board 
games, cooking, eating and story-telling and a 
trip to Bakewell on our way home.   

Jen Ryder 

FUTURE EVENT 

BEING HONEST TO GOD 

Progressive Christian Network (PCN) and 
Modern Church Conference 

8-10 November 2013, The Hayes Conference 
Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire 

 
Fifty years ago, in 1963, Bishop John Robinson, 
then Bishop of Woolwich, wrote a small but intense 
book called Honest to God.  Despite a century of 
biblical critical scholarship, this book caused the 
same kind of upset for many Christians as the 
writings of Bishops Jenkins and Spong have done in 
decades since.  In challenging an understanding of 
God as an old man, enthroned above the clouds, an 
external deity remote from our everyday lives, 
Robinson threw down the gauntlet to his readers to 
think critically and creatively about God and the 
world.  Honest to God had implications for theology 
and biblical study, for worship and liturgy and for 
moral decision making.  Fifty years on, our context 
and culture in these islands has of course changed.  
Yet we still debate the place of religion and its 
significance in the public and private spheres of life.  
This weekend conference, taking its themes from 
Honest to God, will address such areas as ethics 
and theology but now through twenty-first-century 
eyes.  We shall be enabled to do this through talks 
and discussions led by contemporary and eminent 
thinkers.  Our hopes are, as they were for Robinson 
those fifty years ago, that Christian faith, 
experienced in modern and progressive ways, may 
be as relevant and meaningful for our times as it was 
for the passionate followers of Christ two thousand 
years ago.  

The conference will gather an impressive range of 
speakers.  Prof Elaine Graham of Chester University 
is the Conference Chair and will begin the 
conference with a talk entitled ‘Being Honest’.  
Richard Holloway, formerly Bishop of Edinburgh and 
well known for his writing and broadcasting as well 
as his work in the arts, will give an after-dinner talk 
on the theme ‘Being Honest about God’.  Canon Dr 
Martyn Percy, Principal of Ripon Theological 
College, Cuddesdon, will invite the conference to be 
‘Honest about the Church’.  Prof James Crossley, 
from the Biblical Studies Department of Sheffield 
University, will speak to the title ‘Being Honest about 
Jesus’.  Simon Barrow, Co-Director of Ekklesia, will 
encourage discussion on topical ethical themes, with 
an invitation to be ‘Honest about Ourselves’.  The 
Revd Dr Jan Berry, Principal of Open College at 
Luther King House, Manchester, and a writer and 
liturgist, will lead us in creative thinking about 
worship.   

For further information and to book go to 
(http://www.pcnbritain.org.uk/events) or telephone 
Paul Onslow (07815 685047).   

Robin Story 

 
At Warslow 

 
The Long Walk 

http://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/activities/for-students-and-young-adults/inspire-programme/
http://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/activities/for-students-and-young-adults/inspire-programme/
http://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/activities/for-students-and-young-adults/inspire-programme/
http://www.pcnbritain.org.uk/events
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VIEW FROM THE PCC, MAY 2013 
 
 
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 
was held on 25 April.  At the Meeting of the 
Parishioners which precedes the APCM, the 
church wardens, Gary Grief and Michael Hunt, 
were thanked for their outstanding service and 
reappointed for a further year.  Mike Hunt 
highlighted the upcoming 50

th
 Anniversary 

celebrations including the publication of the 
History of St Mark’s edited by David Price, the 
production of Lionstale written by Frances Gray, 
the ‘birthday weekend’ celebrations in September 
and the planned sermon series to be preached by 
previous clergy/ministers and other clergy of St 
Mark’s over the next 6 months.  He also thanked 
Ian and Liz Wallis, Sue Hammersley and Shan 
Rush for the passion, hard work and leadership 
they bring to St Mark’s.   

At the APCM 15 nominations were received for 
election to the PCC and they were elected 
unanimously by the meeting.  Peter Ryder was 
thanked for his role in the complete revision of the 
Electoral Roll and presented it to the meeting.  
There are now 184 people on the Roll, a net 
reduction of 31 from last year which is consistent 
with previous years when a complete revision has 
been done.  The proportion living in the parish is 
approximately 24%.   

David Ryder presented the Financial Report for 
2012 in meticulous detail and followed this with a 
clear and optimistic forecast for the 2013 Budget. 
Financial statements can be obtained from the 
office (office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk).  David also 
gave a résumé of the movements during the year 
of the Designated, Restricted and Endowment 
Funds and commented on the state of the 
Church's financial assets.   He thanked Church 
members for their generous response to the 
Pledge Sunday Appeal which has contributed to 
the anticipated healthy state of affairs.  David’s 
sterling service as Treasurer was acknowledged 
in the meeting and is, certainly, greatly 
appreciated.   

Ian Wallis thanked those who had contributed to 
the Annual Report and commented on the fact 
that many areas of the report could be seen under 
the banner of the ‘Nurturing Community’ theme 
that was picked up by the parish weekend, 
including the work of CRC and the website that 
‘nurture’ a much wider community than that of our 
regular local worshipping congregation.   

Alistair Sutcliffe led a short discussion on the 
important role of the PCC and how congregational 
representation might be improved.  Ways of 
achieving this will include the continuation of this 
column in the Messenger and congregational 

consultation on key issues, whilst new ideas 
include the possibility of having link PCC 
members for groups of the congregation.  This will 
be looked at by the PCC in 2013.   

Following a presentation of photographs of the 
Church year prepared for the APCM by Tanya 
Ralph, Ian Wallis closed the meeting with a 
moment of reflection when he asked the meeting 
to imagine, if we were able to transport someone 
from the early years of St Mark’s into the present 
day, what he or she would comment on?  And 
after sharing examples of the radical changes that 
have taken place and yet greater continuity of 
mission and purpose running throughout, he 
encouraged us not simply to be custodians of 
what has been entrusted to us, but fresh 
interpreters and improvisers, embracing our 
vocation with the future of St Mark’s in our hands.   

The newly elected PCC met in mid-May and as 
usual the PCC officers and Standing Committee 
were duly appointed: Gary Grief and Mike Hunt 
(Vice-chairs), Tanya Ralph (PCC Secretary) and 
David Ryder (PCC Treasurer) all agreed to 
continue in their previous posts.  Much of the 
meeting was then spent discussing PCC 
representation on the many committees vital to 
the running of the Church.  The PCC approved 
the advertisement and recruitment of a new 
Worker with Students and Young Adults, following 
the resignation of Jen Ryder at the end of June, 
and recorded their thanks for her work over the 
last year.  The last item of business was a 
discussion on the future of the church organ which 
is in need of significant repair or replacement.  
Whilst a report on the state of the organ has been 
received and is available on the church website, 
quotations for repairs are outstanding so decisions 
on this were deferred until the July meeting. 

Tanya Ralph 

 

 
 

mailto:office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk


8 

 

WHY JESUS DIDN’T DIE OUT 

St Mark’s CRC Conference 

 

This was the title suggested to Professor Gerd 
Lüdemann, University of Göttingen, for the St 
Mark’s CRC conference on 11 May.  Perhaps 
the simple answer ‘Because of Paul’ is too 
obvious, and our speaker had plenty to say 
about Paul among others.  Lüdemann is a 
renowned analyst of New Testament and other 
scripture and has published a succession of 
seminal books from 1984 onwards.  Some of 
these have raised difficult ideas for 
conventional Christians, to such an extent that 
the Lutheran Churches in Lower Saxony made 
an unsuccessful attempt to oust him from his 
university post in theology in 1999.   

His first lecture was entitled ‘New Perspectives 
on Christianity’s Beginnings’, of which a 
tentative summary follows.  The role of 
Judaism in the early propagation of Christianity 
has been much underestimated, no doubt 
because of regular disputes between 
Christians and Jews as well as anti-Semitic 
attitudes over the ages.  The Jewish diaspora 
probably constituted about 7% of the 
population of the Roman Empire in the first 
century CE, and the Christian message was 
certainly presented in many synagogues, as is 
evident from the writings of both Paul and 
Luke.  However, whereas each Christian group 
developed different ideas about Jesus Christ, 
Luke presents in the book of Acts a 
deliberately simplified and linear picture of how 
the message was spread, in order to establish 
a message of Salvation History and lay the 
foundation of Paul’s mission.  But the 7 letters 
of Paul which are considered to be his own 
voice were written earlier and repay study, 
especially 1 Thessalonians which Lüdemann 
calls a ‘fire’ letter because of its radical and 
exotic message of Salvation and the second 
coming expected in his lifetime.  Paul regarded 

himself as the agent of the risen Lord Jesus 
Christ, but shows no interest in the life of 
Jesus of Nazareth, in which he took no part.  
Although Paul made use of the synagogues as 
an entry to each Jewish group, he frequently 
attacks the Jews, particularly those who will 
not accept gentiles.   

There was a stimulating Q&A session after 
each lecture, as well as one session in small 
groups for which some challenging questions 
were offered (e.g. ‘If Paul and Jesus had met, 
what would they have said to each other?’).  
Two significant matters arising from questions 
were 1) that Paul was converted by the 
Christian group in Damascus, which was 
independent of Jerusalem and may itself have 
developed the tradition of common meals and 
the Last Supper, and 2) Paul was a Roman 
citizen and did not make use of Jesus’ 
message about the ‘Kingdom of God’ as 
contrasted with the Empire of Rome. 

Professor Lüdemann’s second lecture was 
about ‘Christian Beginnings and Gnosticism’, in 
which he spoke about his own faith experience 
and his special study of the Gnostic texts, in 
particular those discovered in 1945 and known 
as the Nag Hammadi library.  These texts 
constitute a completely separate strand of 
Christian development from that due to Paul; 
they indicate a belief in resurrection of the 
spirit in this life (rather than resurrection of the 
flesh into the next life), taking one into the 
company of an ‘unwavering, immovable’ race, 
and assert the vital importance of questioning 
and self-knowledge.  Lüdemann considers 
such a position to be remarkably similar to that 
held by many modern scholars, and he finished 
with a ‘synthesis’ in which faith is concerned 
with seeking the ‘ground of our being’, 
although he did not in fact mention Paul Tillich 
directly.   

The above can only give a very tangential 
impression of Gerd Lüdemann’s message, 
because his lectures were extremely dense 
with references and quotations, as well as 
covering a very wide range of topics.  
Nevertheless he created quite a buzz in the 
Q&A and small group sessions, and we came 
away with a lot of new ideas to think through.  
Whether, however, he told us why Jesus did 
not die out remains unclear (to me at least!).  
The texts of his lectures will soon be available 
on the St Mark’s CRC website.   

Robin Saunders 
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DAVID PRICE: ACTION MAN 
 

Quietly determined, David uses his experience of 
working in the Civil Service with politicians and 
administrators to make change happen.  In 
particular he is concerned to make changes 
wherever vulnerable people are being oppressed.  
On Wednesday, 3 April 2013 Sheffield City Council 
unanimously approved an all-party motion calling 
for an end to asylum seeker destitution.  This was 
the result of campaigning by three organisations: 
Assist, the City of Sanctuary and South Yorkshire 
Migration and Asylum Action Group (SYMAAG).  
David was one of the founders of SYMAAG in 
2007.  At that time the numbers of asylum seekers 
had increased and it became Labour Government 
policy that those who failed to gain asylum were 
denied all benefits unless they had dependent 
children and thus became destitute.  David was 
already involved with Church Action on Poverty, but 
felt that a new campaigning group was urgently 
needed to change this policy.  It seemed to him, a 
graduate of History and Political Philosophy, ‘more 
severe than the Elizabethan Poor Law’. 

Earlier this year David gave up his Chairmanship of 
St Mark’s Social Responsibility Group (SRG) after 
serving in this role for much of the period since 
1990.  The then Vicar of St Mark’s, Adrian Alker, 
asked him to help with an appeal for rebuilding St 
Bartholomew’s, Netherthorpe.  St Mark’s raised 
£40,000!  To build on this achievement Adrian set 
up SRG’s predecessor, the Faith in the City Group 
with David as its first Chair.  After retiring from the 
Civil Service at the end of 1995 he became 
involved in Industrial Mission and also joined the 
Churches’ Regional Commission – the latter in 
response to a letter from the Archbishop of York.  
For this Commission he produced Angels and 
Advocates; a report demonstrating just how 
important Church social projects were in supporting 
vulnerable people.  The Churches’ Unemployment 
Group (CHUG) also included David as did its 
successor, the Sheffield branch of Church Action 
on Poverty, founded in 2001.  David felt that his civil 
service experience would help with campaigning.  
‘Campaigning’, he says, is ‘more frustration than 
fulfilment’, but changes have been made.  For 
example, a ceiling on interest rates for pay-day 
loans is now Government policy.   

And the origins of his motivation?  Public service, 
influenced by his civil servant father, appealed to 
David since schooldays.  This idea for his career 
persisted throughout his studies at Cambridge.  
Although he was tempted by an offer of doing a 
PhD at Oxford possibly leading to an academic 
career, he decided to sit the Civil Service 
examinations. . Having passed, he had to complete 
his two years’ National Service, which he spent as 
an Education Officer in Germany.  On 
demobilisation he joined the Ministry of Labour 

where he was fortunate to be Private Secretary to a 
young Willie Whitelaw and after the 1964 general 
election to Richard Marsh.  This gave him broad 
insights into how Government and Parliament 
functioned.  Policies were not just driven by events, 
but ‘haphazard’ changes of politicians.  David had 
many responsibilities including rebranding shabby 
labour exchanges into attractive jobcentres.  When 
the Manpower Services Commission moved to 
Sheffield in 1980 David, his wife, Judith, and their 
three children came too.  Always underlying his 
duties was the problem of unemployment and its 
consequential poverty and misery.  During the 
1980s David worked to establish large-scale 
community projects to help the 3 million 
unemployed.   

Before he retired in 1995 with the award of a CBE, 
David, as a civil servant had to be circumspect 
about any overt political action.  Once released 
from these constraints David used his vast 
experience to undertake the campaigning.  If all this 
were not enough, David’s lifelong passion for 
history has driven him to write a series of books.  
These include an account of unemployment 
services, Sheffield’s Troublemakers and the 
forthcoming history of St Mark’s which he is 
editing*.   

When the family moved to Sheffield, David 
sampled several churches and found St Mark’s the 
most child-friendly.  Its ‘not being too keen on strict 
credal doctrines’ suited him.  He has served as 
churchwarden and is an enthusiastic member of 
the choir.  

Robin Story 

 

*History of St Mark's: Church Life in Broomhill and 
Broomhall, Sheffield, to be published and launched 

on Friday, 27 September, price £10.  
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 BOOK REVIEW: 

Lost Church by Alan Billings, SPCK 
 
Alan Billings suggests three categories help us to 
understand the position of the Church of England 
today in British society – belonging, believing and 
attending.  Of these, he suggests, the key one is 
belonging.  He asks: 

‘In what sense… are those who do call 
themselves Christians but do not attend church 
Christian?  They are Christian because in terms 
of the Christian faith they respond positively to 
the life, teaching and example of Jesus Christ.  
They seek to base their own lives as best they 
may on what they believe he stood for and 
taught…  They are also positive in their attitude 
towards the Church.  They are not hostile to its 
ministers…  They do not regard church 
buildings alien places or church services as 
alien activities.  But they see no reason to 
attend regularly and they have little time for 
creeds, confessions of faith or theology…  A 
smaller group who would call themselves non-
believers… still thinks Christianity has value and 
believes society is better for having churches; 
they do not want the Christian church to 
disappear from the land.…  If the church is to 
remain credible… it needs to acknowledge that 
many people continue to have a sense of 
belonging.  If it can do that, it will continue to find 
ways in which it can serve that wider 
constituency.  If it fails to do so, it will condemn 
itself to eventual social irrelevancy.  But time is 
short and the omens are not all good.’  (pp 1–2) 

Billings is particularly concerned that there are 
those within the church who take a rigorist 
approach and insist on the importance of correct 
belief and explicit commitment and put obstacles in 
the way of those, for example, seeking baptism for 
their children.  His passionate plea is that the 
Church of England should maintain its commitment 
to the parochial system and an open and generous 
approach which welcomes all and acknowledges 
that profound sense of belonging.   

This is a hugely encouraging book, but it comes 
with a serious warning.   

Michael Bayley 

WATCH 

Following the General Synod vote in November 
2012, which went against the appointment of 
women as bishops, St Mark’s has hosted a 
number of conversations with its own members, 
and some others, to share frustrations about the 
decision and discuss potential ways forward. 
This has been particularly helpful for me, as I 
haven’t had much experience of this issue in the 
past but felt disappointed, angry, and actually 
quite powerless, as a result of the decision in 
November. 

One of the things we have discussed is the 
launch of a Sheffield branch of Women and the 
Church (WATCH) to talk about what we can do in 
this diocese to help move this issue forward. 
WATCH is a national organisation that is 
campaigning for removal of legal obstacles to the 
consecration of women as bishops (further 
information and resources available at 
womenandthechurch.org). As a result, we shall 
be holding a launch at St Mark’s on 8 June 
10.30-3.00 and everyone is welcome to attend all 
or some of this event, whether they are a 
member of WATCH or not. 

The event will include keynote addresses by the 
Revd Rachel Weir, National Chair of WATCH 
and Ann Cryer, former MP for Keighley, who has 
played a strategic part in furthering the role of 
women in the House of Commons and within her 
constituency and has also helped WATCH and 
GRAS (Group for the Rescinding of the Act of 
Synod, which advocates making the three orders 
of ministry open equally to men and women) to 
develop their links with parliament. We shall have 
representation from other networks supporting 
women’s full inclusion in the life of the Church of 
England and shall be asking those who attend 
about the sorts of activities they might like a 
Sheffield Branch of WATCH to organise. 

For further information about the group or the 
event, and to book a place (so we have an idea 
of numbers), please contact Sarah Moore 
(timandsarahmoore@gmail.com; tel. 233 1912), 
and we look forward to seeing you there! 

Sarah Moore

 

BROOMHILL FESTIVAL CHARITIES, 2013 

The Festival will support four charities this year: 

Jubilee Food Bank is a community action project run by 
City Church, Sheffield, working with vulnerable families in 
the City.   

StopGap Sheffield arranges and pays for emergency, 
short-term accommodation in private B&Bs in the City, 
currently during the months November to March, catering 
for those who might otherwise sleep rough. 

Phoenix Association.  This was set up in 1984 by local 
residents to provide help and support to people who are 
rebuilding their lives in an abstinence culture and in a way 
that ends their dependence on drugs and alcohol. 

St Andrew’s Child Contact Centre aims to provide a safe 
and welcoming place for the children of separated parents 
to meet up.  Set up in 1996, it is the only free provider of 
such facilities in Sheffield.   

mailto:timandsarahmoore@gmail.com
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CONGRATULATIONS 

 

 

WHO’S WHO 

 

Vicar Rev’d  Dr Ian Wallis 267 0362 

Associate Vicar Rev’d Sue 
Hammersley 

327 6908 

Curate Rev’d Shan Rush 07598156817 

Lay Reader Anne Padget 266 3613 

Hon. Staff Rev’d Dr Michael 
Bayley 

258 5248 

 Rev’d Peter Fisher 327 4718 

 Rev’d Mark Newitt   230 4586 

 Rev’d Canon 
Michael Page 

266 3798 

 Rev’d John Wood 266 5173 

Director of  Music  Mark McCombs 07725544842  

Organist Prof. Andrew Linn  

Wardens Mr Gary Grief 231 6031 

 Mr Michael Hunt 285 1473 

Treasurer  Mr David Ryder 230 3242 

Asst. Treasurer Mrs Judith 
Pitchforth 

230 7685 

PCC Secretary  Miss Tanya Ralph 232 6696 

Transport Mrs Briony Tayler 235 0174 

Worker with older 
people 

Hazel Fox 07914 693607 

Pastoral Care Mrs Sue Whitmill 

Mrs Briony Tayler 

266 7316 

235 0174 

Student Worker Mrs Jen Ryder  07845464712 

Lunch Club Mrs Briony Tayler  235 0174 

 Mrs Rosalind 
Rogerson 

268 1426 

Sunday Club Mrs Sarah 
Armstrong  

   266 3023 

Lions Ceri Gallivan   07779 414158 

Child Protection 

 

Vulnerable 
Adults 

Deni Ennals 

 

Michelle Wattam 

  07771 786819 

   258 5512 

268 0642 

Servers Mr David 
Armstrong 

   266 3023 

Library Team Rev’d Peter Fisher    327 4718 

 Mrs Maureen 
Bownas 

   230 2757 

Flowers Mrs Mary-Jane 
Ryder 

   230 3242 

Committees:     

International Rev’d Shan Rush   07598156817 

Faith & Justice Rev’d Robert 
Beard 

  255 6335 

Home Donations Mrs Miranda Myers   268 0043 

Finance & Fabric Dr Philip Booth   255 0634 

The Vicar normally takes Friday as a day off. 
The Associate Vicar normally takes Tuesday as a 

day off. 
 

 
 

 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN DAILY 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY FROM 9.00 AM TO 1.00 PM 
Church Administrator: Anne Padget 
TEL. 0114 266 3613 & 07736 527777 

Email: office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
Visit us on www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to (L to R) back row: Chris Speddings, 
Tim Lennox, Sam Hand and, front row: Tibbie Fisher 

and Delia Stanway;  Confirmed at St Columba’s Church 
on 16

th
 May and pictured here with Sue Hammersley. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Nellie Alker who has 
recently celebrated her 96

th
 birthday. Many 

readers of Marks Messenger will remember 
her with great affection. 

 

mailto:office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
http://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/
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June Highlights 

 
   

  2 Sun Trinity 1 
    8.00am 

10.00am 
 
 
  2.30pm 
  8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist:  
(Preacher: Rev Shan Rush) 

Sunday Club & Lions 
Lionstale rehearsal 
Night Service – 
Holy Communion 

  3 Mon   7.30pm Faith & Justice Committee 
  4 Tues   3.30pm 50

th
 Anniversary Committee 

  5 Wed 12 noon 
  1.00pm 

Lunch and Friendship Club 
Holy Communion 

  6 Thu 11.30am Discussion group 
  7 Fri   7.30pm Broomhill Festival: 

Oughtibridge Brass Band 
  8 Sat 10.30am 

  8.00pm 
WATCH Launch 
Broomhill Festival: Cathy 
Hamlyn & Friends Jazz 
Concert 
 

  9 Sun Trinity 2 
    8.00am 

10.00am 
 
  8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist:  
(Preacher: Rev Dr Alan Billings)  

Night Service – Celtic / Iona 

10 Mon    
  1.00pm 
  7.00pm 

Broomhill Festival:  

Miriam McCombe Concert 
Schools' Concert 

12 Wed 12 noon 
  8.00pm  

Lunch and Friendship Club 
Living the Questions 

13 Thu 11.30am 
 
  1.00pm 
  7.30pm 

Discussion group 
Broomhill Festival: 
Mark McCombs Concert 
Brian Webster: Local Politics 
& Global Issues 

14 Fri    
  1.00pm 
  7.00pm 

Broomhill Festival: 
Robin Ireland Concert 
Meet the Artists 

15 Sat    
  2.00pm 
  7.30pm 

Broomhill Festival: 
Garden Party! 
Bach Society Concert 
 

16 Sun Trinity 3 
    8.00am 

10.00am 
 
 
  2.30pm 
  8.00pm   

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist:  
(Preacher: Rev John Wood)  

Lionstale rehearsal 
Night Service -  
Theme: Listen 

17 Mon    
  1.00pm 
  7.30pm 

Broomhill Festival: 
George Morton Concert 
Jeremy Clifford: Leveson 
Report Talk 

19 Wed 12 noon 
   
  1.00pm 
   
  7.30pm 

Lunch and Friendship Club 
Broomhill Festival: 
Jeremy White:  
Changes in the NHS  
Sheffield Harmony Chorus 

 
20 Thu 11.30am 

 
  1.00pm 
  2.00pm 
  8.00pm 

Discussion group 
Broomhill Festival: 
Laura Lister Concert 
Romeo & Juliet 
Music for a While: Two 
Sopranos  

21 Fri   1.30pm Wedding of John Schofield 
& Vanessa Senger 

22 Sat   7.30pm Lionstale Performance 
 

23 Sun Festival Service 
    8.00am 

10.00am 
   
 
  8.00pm   

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist 
(Preacher: Rev Sue 
Hammersley) 
Sunday Club & Lions  
Night Service - Sung 
Compline / Taizé  

24 Mon   6.00pm CRC Meeting 
26 Wed 12 noon Lunch & Friendship Club 
27 Thu 11.30am 

  6.00pm 
Discussion group: 
CRC Conference:  
Val Webb 
 

30 Sun Trinity 5 
    8.00am 

10.00am 
   
 
  3.00pm 
 
  8.00pm   

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist 
(Preacher: Anne Padget) 
Sunday Club & Lions  
Home Donations 
Committee 
Night Service -  
Theme: Wholeness  

 
 

Weekday Worship:  
 
Monday 9.00am: Holy Communion 
Wednesday & Friday 8.00am: Holy Communion or  
                                                   Morning Prayer 
Thursday 10.30am: Holy Communion 
 
 

 
      
Messenger editorial team: Hazel Elliott-Kemp, 
Carol Rowe, David Price, Dez Martin, John 
Bramley.  This issue was edited by Hazel. 
 
The Editors welcome comments and suggestions, 
and invite contributions. Items should be 
submitted by 15

th 
of the month to be considered 

for the next edition. It should be noted that the 
Editors cannot guarantee to publish material and 
wish to point out that items included do not 
necessarily reflect their views or those of the 
Parochial Church Council. 
 

 


