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Welcome 

 
Welcome and greetings, especially if you are new to St Mark’s.  May 

you soon discover what you are seeking and find companions for 

life’s journey. This communion is more complete with you being a 

part of it. 

 
Today’s liturgy takes the form of a simple, yet profound, meal of 

thanksgiving and hospitality, a Eucharist or Holy Communion, which 

originates in the ministry of Jesus and has characterised Christian 

worship through the centuries.  

 
To use the Induction Loop, please select the T Setting on your 

hearing aid.  We ask that mobile phones and pagers be switched 

off or set to silent mode.  LARGE PRINT versions of worship 

materials are available. 

 
Before the service begins, we are all invited to share in a few 

moments of quietness in preparation for worship. 

 
Preparing for worship 

 

Mysterious Trinity, 

beyond us, 

within us, 

around us, 

uncontainable truth 

that is God, 

teach us the rhythm of your ways, 

draw us into your embrace. 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=hearing+aid+logo&hl=en&safe=off&biw=1156&bih=599&tbm=isch&tbnid=xWhbPxWwJf6vGM:&imgrefurl=http://www.digitalhearingcare.org.uk/blog/tag/hearing-aid-loop-systems/&docid=ImF22v6dc1LYdM&imgurl=http://www.digitalhearingcare.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Hearing-Loop.jpg&w=475&h=467&ei=rT99UN6KMKGh0QWei4CQAg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=122&vpy=263&dur=1216&hovh=223&hovw=226&tx=129&ty=111&sig=107870215640994711915&page=1&tbnh=151&tbnw=154&start=0&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:0,i:81
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Gathering 

 
Organ Voluntary: ‘Trio in d-minor (BWV 583),’ J S Bach (1685-1750). 

 
Welcome 

 
Hymn 
 

THOU whose almighty word 

chaos and darkness heard, 

and took their flight; 

hear us, we humbly pray, 

and where the gospel day 

sheds not its glorious ray, 

let there be light. 
 

Thou, who didst come to bring 

on thy redeeming wing 

healing and sight, 

health to the sick in mind, 

sight to the inly blind, 

O now to humankind 

let there be light. 
 

Spirit of truth and love, 

life-giving, holy Dove, 

speed forth thy flight; 

move o’er the water’s face, 

bearing the lamp of grace, 

and in earth’s darkest place 

let there be light. 
 

Holy and blessèd Three, 

glorious Trinity, 

Wisdom, Love, Might; 

boundless as ocean’s tide 

rolling in fullest pride, 

through the earth far and wide John Marriott (1780-1825). 

let there be light. Tune: Moscow. 
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Prayers of Approach  
 

May God be with you: 

and also with you. 
 

EVER-LOVING GOD, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden; 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

We remain standing until after the Collect; if you would be 

more comfortable seated, please feel free to sit down. 

 
Gloria 
 

LAUDATE Dominum, Praise the Lord, 

laudate Dominum, Praise the Lord, 

omnes gentes, alleluia. peoples, nations. Alleluia. 

LAUDATE Dominum, Praise the Lord, 

laudate Dominum, Praise the Lord, 

omnes gentes, alleluia. peoples, nations. Alleluia. 
 

 Jacques Berthier (1923-94), Taizé. 

 
Collect 
 

Let us pray.  (please remain standing) 
 

O God our mystery, 

you bring us to life, 

call us to freedom, 

and move between us with love. 

May we so participate 

in the dance of your trinity, 

that our lives may resonate with you, 

now and for ever.  Amen. Janet Morley. 
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Attending 

 
Reading (please take a seat) – Romans 5. 1 – 5, read by John Whitmill 
 

A reading from Paul’s letter to Christians in Rome. 
 

THEREFORE, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access 

to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the 

glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 

knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces 

character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not disappoint 

us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 

Spirit that has been given to us. 
 

Let us listen for the word of the Lord. 
 

A time of quietness for reflection (approximately 1 minute). 

 
Hymn 
 

HOLY SPIRIT, come, confirm us 

in the truth that Christ makes known; 

we have faith and understanding 

through your helping gifts alone. 
 

Holy Spirit, come, console us, 

come as Advocate to plead, 

loving Spirit from the Father, 

grant in Christ the help we need. 
 

Holy Spirit, come, renew us, 

come yourself to make us live: 

holy through your loving presence, 

holy through the gifts you give. 
 

Holy Spirit, come, possess us, 

you the Love of Three in One, 

Holy Spirit of the Father, 

Holy Spirit of the Son. Brian Foley (1919-2000). 

 Tune: All for Jesus. 
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Gospel – John 16. 12 – 15. 
 

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

JESUS SAID, ‘I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear 

them now.  13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all 

the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he 

hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14 He will 

glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All 

that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is 

mine and declare it to you.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon – Alison Creasey. 
 

Followed by a time of quietness for reflection (approximately 1 minute). 

 
Prayers of Solidarity & Concern 
 

One of these or another set of biddings and responses is used. 
 

Your kingdom come. God of our yearning. 

Your will be done. We seek you. 
 

God of justice, truth and love. Ever-beckoning God. 

Inspire us with your Spirit We seek your presence 

to let your Kingdom come.  Amen. and will serve you.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of Penitence & Forgiveness 
 

Hear the teaching of Christ: 

you shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind and with all your strength. 
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This is the first commandment. 

And the second is this: 

You shall love your neighbour as yourself. 
 

In the light of Christ’s teaching 

and in the strength of God’s forgiveness, 

let us acknowledge our wrongdoing and failure. 
 

Silence for preparation. 
 

GRACIOUS GOD, 

when we have failed 

to walk in the way of your commandments 

or to heed the cry of those in need, 

when our words and actions 

have caused suffering to others 

or diminished ourselves, 

set us free from past wrongs 

and liberate us for the service of Christ.  Amen. 
 

May God’s forgiveness be your freedom 

and God’s wisdom be your guide.  Amen. 

 
Greeting of Peace 
 

We are the body of Christ. 

In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. 

Let us then pursue all that makes for peace 

and builds up our common life. 

 
 1 Corinthians 12.12-13. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 
We share Christ’s peace with one another, especially with those who 

are unfamiliar or from whom we are estranged. 
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Hymn 

 
A collection is taken for the ministry of St Mark’s.  If you are a taxpayer, 

please place your gift in one of the yellow envelopes provided, writing your 

name and address on the front.  If you leave the envelope blank, we are 

unable to reclaim tax under the ‘Gift Aid’ scheme.  Thank you. 

 
WOMB OF LIFE and source of being, 

home of every restless heart,  

in your arms the world's awakened; 

you have loved us from the start.  

We, your children, gather round you 

at the table you prepare.  

Sharing stories, tears, and laughter, 

we are nurtured by your care. 

 
Word in flesh, our brother Jesus,  

born to bring us second birth,  

you have come to stand beside us, 

knowing weakness, knowing earth. 

Priest who shares our human struggles, 

Life of life, and Death of death,  

risen Christ, come stand among us, 

send the Spirit by your breath. 

 
Brooding Spirit, move among us;  

be our partner, be our friend. 

When our memory fails, remind us 

whose we are, what we intend. 

Labour with us, aid the birthing  

of the new world yet to be,  

free from status and division,  

free for love and, unity. 

 
 Ruth C. Duck (b. 1947). 

 Tune: Abbots Leigh. 
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Communing 

 
Preparation 
 

Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, 

and the collection, are offered. 
 

Gather us in, O God: 

From every age and outlook. 
 

Gather us in, O God: 

From every creed and colour. 
 

Gather us in, O God: 

From every circumstance and walk of life. 
 

Be found among us: 

In the sharing of bread and wine, 

in the offering of friendship and service, 

in the openness of thankful hearts 

and outstretched hands, 

be found among us. 

 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray. (please sit or kneel) 
 

Mysterious God, 

we discern your wisdom 

in the ordering of the universe 

and the rhythm of the seasons; 

in the purposefulness of creation 

and the pattern of our days. 
 

From the origins of our species, 

you called us into covenant 

to cultivate Paradise 

and make manifest 

the beauty of the earth. 
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When we made gods of ourselves 

and abused our freedoms, 

you inspired prophets and sages 

to challenge our pretensions 

and guide us in your ways. 

 

With unceasing kindness  

you beckon us to Eden 

to discover our integrity 

in communion with you  

and all your creatures. 

 

Therefore, with all who bear the breath of life 

and animate your glory  

we voice creation’s praise. 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of truth and love, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Blessed is he, O blessed is he, 

who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 Setting from ‘St Anne’s Mass,’ by James Macmillan (b 1959). 

 

Especially, we praise you 

for coming among us in Jesus, 

who sowed seeds of faith 

within yielding souls – 

spreading forgiveness 

across arid landscapes, 

causing justice to blossom 

where oppression thrived. 

 

From a bountiful earth, 

he prepared a banquet of blessing; 

from a broken humanity, 

he gathered a people to be blessed. 
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On the eve before he gave himself up, 

Jesus anticipated the feast of the kingdom one final time. 

 

Among companions, 

taking bread, he gave thanks, broke it and offered it to them, 

saying, ‘This is my body’ – 

(my vision, my vocation, 

I entrust it to you). 

 

Later, he took a cup of wine, 

gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, 

‘With this we celebrate our new relationship with God, 

sealed with my blood. 

This is how you will remember me.’ 

 

Come, Spirit of Jesus, 

breathe upon us 

and upon this bread and wine, 

that we who share in this communion 

may embody your risen life. 

 

Come, Spirit of Jesus, 

fill the hearts of your people 

and kindle in us the fire of your love. 

 
 

Unite us with all who strive 

to feed the hungry, 

to clothe the naked, 

to heal the sick, 

to welcome the stranger, 

to liberate the oppressed, 

until that Day when your kingdom flourishes 

and the dignity of each person is restored 

along with the integrity of creation. 

 

Blessing and honour and glory and power  

be yours for ever and ever.  Amen. 



11 

Lord’s Prayer & Sharing in Communion 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The bread is broken. 
 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

Words of invitation follow. 
 

Christ’s table has been prepared 

and Christ is the one who beckons. 

Come take your place and feed on him. 
 

Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread 

and wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar 

rail with those around you. Gluten-free bread rolls are used. 
 

During administration, we sing together the following chant: 
 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful, 

in the Lord I will rejoice! 

Look to God, do not be afraid; 

lift up your voices: the Lord is near, 

lift up your voices: the Lord is near.  
 

 Jacques Berthier (1923-94), Taizé. 
 

Afterwards, the choir will sing ‘O Trinity, Most Blessed Light,’ by C Kenneth Turner (1959). 
 

At the conclusion, silence is shared. 
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Venturing 

 
Prayers of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 
 

GOD of our pilgrimage, 

you have led us to the living water 

and fed us on the bread of life: 

refresh and sustain us by your Spirit 

as we go forth on our journey, 

in the companionship of Christ 

and in the service of your kingdom.  Amen. 

 
Notices 

 
Blessing 
 

Go forth in peace: 

let the wisdom of God guide your way, 

let the compassion of Christ be your gift to the world, 

let the fire of the Spirit be your inspiration; 
 

and the blessing of God, 

Creator, Christ and Sacred Spirit 

rest upon you and all whom you love, 

both living and departed, 

now and always. Amen. 

 
Hymn 
 

‘THE KINGDOM is upon you!’ 

the voice of Jesus cries, 

fulfilling with its message 

the wisdom of the wise; 

it lightens with fresh insight 

the striving human mind, 

creating new dimensions 

of purpose for mankind. 
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‘God’s kingdom is upon you!’ 

the message sounds today, 

it summons every pilgrim 

to take the questing way, 

with eyes intent on Jesus, 

our leader and our friend, 

who trod faith’s road before us, 

and trod it to the end. 

 

The kingdom is upon us! 

Stirred by the Spirit’s breath, 

we glory in its freedom 

from emptiness and death; 

we celebrate its purpose, 

its mission and its goal, 

alive with the conviction 

that Christ can make us whole. 

 
 Robert Andrew Willis (b1947). 

 Tune: Ewing. 

 
Commission (please face the back of church) 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have put your life in our hands. 

Now we put our lives in yours. 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ  Amen. 

 
Organ voluntary: ‘Fugue in E-flat (BWV 552/2),’ J S Bach. 
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Sharing in the hospitality of Christ 

continues after this service with refreshments and a meal, 

on Wednesdays at Lunch Club, on Fridays at Broomhall Breakfast, 

on Saturdays at Soup Run, and wherever and whenever 

food and friendship are offered in Christ’s name. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Printed on Recycled Paper. 

 

The following sources have been used in compiling this service:  ‘Common Worship: 

Services and Prayers for the Church of England,’ and ‘Common Worship: Times and 

Seasons,’ copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 & 2006; as well as ‘All Desires 

Known,’ by Janet Morley and locally crafted texts.  The musical setting for the liturgy 

is ‘St Anne’s Mass,’ by James Macmillan.  Scripture quotations are from the New 

Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995,  

Hymns and songs are reproduced under Church Copyright Licence Number 294846.  

The image on the front cover of the Trinity in by William Blake. 


