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Welcome 

 

Welcome and greetings, especially if you are new to St Mark’s.  May 

you soon discover what you are seeking and find companions for 

life’s journey. This communion is more complete with you being a 

part of it. 

 

Today’s liturgy takes the form of a simple, yet profound, meal of 

thanksgiving and hospitality, a Eucharist or Holy Communion, which 

originates in the ministry of Jesus and has characterised Christian 

worship through the centuries.  

 

To use the Induction Loop, please select the T Setting on your 

hearing aid.  We ask that mobile phones and pagers be switched 

off or set to silent mode.  LARGE PRINT versions of worship 

materials are available. 

 

Before the service begins, we are all invited to share in a few 

moments of quietness in preparation for worship. 

 
Preparing for worship 

 

Wait without expectation 

which might focus attention too narrowly, 

so that we miss the coming.  

Wait with expectancy, 

alert, hearts, minds, hands, ears 

open to receive the gift. 

(Ann Lewin) 

 
     

 

Faith is a deep resonance within – 

stirring us to risk our lives 

in community, 

in service, 

in search 

of the sacred. 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=hearing+aid+logo&hl=en&safe=off&biw=1156&bih=599&tbm=isch&tbnid=xWhbPxWwJf6vGM:&imgrefurl=http://www.digitalhearingcare.org.uk/blog/tag/hearing-aid-loop-systems/&docid=ImF22v6dc1LYdM&imgurl=http://www.digitalhearingcare.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Hearing-Loop.jpg&w=475&h=467&ei=rT99UN6KMKGh0QWei4CQAg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=122&vpy=263&dur=1216&hovh=223&hovw=226&tx=129&ty=111&sig=107870215640994711915&page=1&tbnh=151&tbnw=154&start=0&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:0,i:81
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Gathering 
 

Organ Voluntary: ‘Le Jardin Suspendu,’ by Jehan Alain (1911-40). 

 

Welcome 

 
Hymn 
 

FOR THE BEAUTY of the earth, 

for the beauty of the skies, 

for the love which from our birth 

over and around us lies: 
 

Gracious God, to thee we raise 

this our sacrifice of praise. 
 

For the joy of human love, 

brother, sister, parent, child, 

friends on earth, and friends above, 

pleasures pure and undefiled: 
 

Refrain. 
 

For the beauty of each hour 

of the day and of the night, 

hill and vale, and tree and flower, 

sun and moon and stars of light: 
 

Refrain. 
 

For the joy of ear and eye, 

for the heart and mind’s delight, 

for the mystic harmony 

linking sense to sound and sight: 
 

Refrain. 
 

For each perfect gift divine 

to our race so freely given, 

joys bestowed by love’s design, 

flowers of earth and fruits of heaven: 
 

Refrain. 
 

 Folliott Sandford Pierpoint (1835-1917). Tune: England’s Lane. 
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Prayers of Approach  
 

May God be with you: 

and also with you. 
 

EVER-LOVING GOD, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden; 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

We remain standing until after the Collect; if you would be 

more comfortable seated, please feel free to sit down. 

 
Gloria 
 

LAUDATE Dominum, Praise the Lord, 

laudate Dominum, Praise the Lord, 

omnes gentes, alleluia. peoples, nations. Alleluia. 

LAUDATE Dominum, Praise the Lord, 

laudate Dominum, Praise the Lord, 

omnes gentes, alleluia. peoples, nations. Alleluia. 
 

 Jacques Berthier (1923-94), Taizé. 

 
Collect 
 

Let us pray.  (please remain standing) 
 

God of the rainbow, 

eternally in covenant with all creation – 

revealing your beauty 

in the richness of diversity 

and through the power of love: 

forgive us when we have fashioned you in our own image 

and failed to recognise you in those different from ourselves; 

renew within us the faith of Christ.  Amen. 
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Journeying together in Faith 
 

As young members prepare to leave for their groups, a prayer is offered. 
 

May God guide each of us, 

whatever our age or experience, 

in the way of Christ – 

the love of God go with you.  Amen. 
 

Children, teenagers and group leaders set off. 

 
Attending 

 
Reading (please take a seat) – Galatians 1. 1 – 12, read by Fred Gould. 
 

A reading from Paul’s letter to churches in Galatia. 
 

PAUL AN APOSTLE – sent neither by human commission nor from 

human authorities, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who 

raised him from the dead – 2 and all the members of God’s family who are 

with me, To the churches of Galatia: 3 Grace to you and peace from God 

our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave himself for our sins to 

set us free from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and 

Father, 5 to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 6 I am astonished 

that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you in the grace of 

Christ and are turning to a different gospel – 7 not that there is another 

gospel, but there are some who are confusing you and want to pervert the 

gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should proclaim 

to you a gospel contrary to what we proclaimed to you, let that one be 

accursed! 9 As we have said before, so now I repeat, if anyone proclaims 

to you a gospel contrary to what you received, let that one be accursed! 10 

Am I now seeking human approval, or God’s approval? Or am I trying to 

please people? If I were still pleasing people, I would not be a servant of 

Christ. 11 For I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel 

that was proclaimed by me is not of human origin; 12 for I did not receive 

it from a human source, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a 

revelation of Jesus Christ. 
 

Let us listen for the word of the Lord. 
 

A time of quietness for reflection (approximately 1 minute). 
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Hymn 
 

IN CHRIST there is no east nor west, 

in him no south or north, 

but one great fellowship of love 

throughout the whole wide earth. 
 

In him shall true hearts ev’rywhere 

their high communion find. 

His service is the golden cord 

close binding humankind. 
 

Join hands, united in the faith, 

whate’er your race may be; 

who serve my Father as their own 

are surely kin to me. 
 

In Christ now meet both east and west, 

in him meet south and north; 

all Christlike souls are one in him 

throughout the whole wide earth. 
 

 (John Oxenham) (1852-1941).  Tune: Saint Stephen. 

 
Gospel – Luke 7. 1 – 10. 
 

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

AFTER JESUS had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, he 

entered Capernaum. 2 A centurion there had a slave whom he valued 

highly, and who was ill and close to death.  3 When he heard about Jesus, 

he sent some Jewish elders to him, asking him to come and heal his slave.  
4 When they came to Jesus, they appealed to him earnestly, saying, ‘He is 

worthy of having you do this for him, 5 for he loves our people, and it is he 

who built our synagogue for us.’ 6 And Jesus went with them, but when he 

was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to say to him, 

‘Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come 

under my roof;  7 therefore I did not presume to come to you. But only 
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speak the word, and let my servant be healed.  8 For I also am a man set 

under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he 

goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ 

and the slave does it.’  9 When Jesus heard this he was amazed at him, and 

turning to the crowd that followed him, he said, ‘I tell you, not even in 

Israel have I found such faith.’ 10 When those who had been sent returned 

to the house, they found the slave in good health. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon – Rev’d Shan Rush. 
 

Followed by a time of quietness for reflection (approximately 1 minute). 

 
Prayers of Solidarity & Concern, led by Anne Padget. 
 

The following chant may be sang before and after the intercessions. 
 

Through our lives and by our prayers, 

your kingdom come. John L Bell (b 1949). 
 

One of these or another set of biddings and responses is used. 
 

Your kingdom come. God of our yearning. 

Your will be done. We seek you. 
 

God of justice, truth and love. Ever-beckoning God. 

Inspire us with your Spirit We seek your presence 

to let your Kingdom come.  Amen. and will serve you.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of Penitence & Forgiveness 
 

Hear the teaching of Christ: 

you shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind and with all your strength. 
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This is the first commandment. 

And the second is this: 

You shall love your neighbour as yourself. 

 

In the light of Christ’s teaching 

and in the strength of God’s forgiveness, 

let us acknowledge our wrongdoing and failure. 

 
Silence for preparation. 

 

GRACIOUS GOD, 

when we have failed 

to walk in the way of your commandments 

or to heed the cry of those in need, 

when our words and actions 

have caused suffering to others 

or diminished ourselves, 

set us free from past wrongs 

and liberate us for the service of Christ.  Amen. 

 

May God’s forgiveness be your freedom 

and God’s wisdom be your guide.  Amen. 

 
Greeting of Peace 
 

We are the body of Christ. 

In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. 

Let us then pursue all that makes for peace 

and builds up our common life. 

 
 1 Corinthians 12.12-13. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 
We share Christ’s peace with one another, especially with those who 

are unfamiliar or from whom we are estranged. 
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Hymn 

 
A collection is taken for the ministry of St Mark’s.  If you are a taxpayer, 

please place your gift in one of the yellow envelopes provided, writing your 

name and address on the front.  If you leave the envelope blank, we are 

unable to reclaim tax under the ‘Gift Aid’ scheme.  Thank you. 

 

COME DOWN, O Love divine, 

seek thou this soul of mine, 

and visit it with thine own ardour glowing; 

O Comforter, draw near, 

within my heart appear, 

and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 

 

O let it freely burn, 

till earthly passions turn 

to dust and ashes, in its heat consuming; 

and let thy glorious light 

shine ever on my sight, 

and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 

 

Let holy charity 

mine outward vesture be, 

and lowliness becomes mine inner clothing; 

true lowliness of heart, 

which takes the humbler part, 

and o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing. 

 

And so the yearning strong, 

with which the soul will long, 

shall far outpass the power of human telling; 

for none can guess its grace, 

till he become the place 

wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling. 

 
 Bianco da Siena (d 1434), tr R F Littledale (1833-90). 

 Tune: Down Ampney. 
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Communing 

 
Preparation 
 

Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, 

and the collection, are offered. 
 

Gather us in, O God: 

From every age and outlook. 
 

Gather us in, O God: 

From every creed and colour. 
 

Gather us in, O God: 

From every circumstance and walk of life. 
 

Be found among us: 

In the sharing of bread and wine, 

in the offering of friendship and service, 

in the openness of thankful hearts 

and outstretched hands, 

be found among us. 

 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray. (please sit or kneel) 
 

Ever-beckoning God, 

we thank you that in every age 

you are calling people 

to venture forth in faith – 

leaving behind the securities of self-interest 

in pursuit of justice, truth and peace. 
 

We thank you that in Jesus 

your word has been fulfilled –  

through life, through death, 

through life beyond death – 

drawing humanity into your presence 

that all may find their integrity in you. 
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We thank you that through him 

we can approach this table, 

no matter who we are 

or where life has led us, 

no matter what our confusion 

or how deep our doubts. 
 

And so we praise you 

with the faithful of every time and place 

who have struggled to embody your word 

and live out your wisdom, singing, 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of truth and love, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he, O blessed is he, 

who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

 Setting from ‘St Anne’s Mass,’ by James Macmillan (b 1959). 
 

And now, 

in obedience to his command, 

it is our duty and our joy, 

to remember the night he gave himself up 

and was handed over to death. 
 

One final time, 

among friends, gathered round a table, 

Jesus took bread, 

and after giving you thanks, 

he broke it 

and offered it to them, saying, 

‘This is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me’ 
 

Afterwards, he took the cup of wine, 

blessed it, and offered it to them, saying,  

‘This is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 
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As we remember his life, 

proclaim his death 

and celebrate his resurrection, 

may your Holy Spirit inspire this communion 

that all who share this bread and wine 

may feed on Christ and become one with him. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, 

fill the hearts of your people 

and kindle in us the fire of your love.  Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer & Sharing in Communion 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The bread is broken. 
 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

Words of invitation follow. 
 

Christ’s table has been prepared 

and Christ is the one who beckons. 

Come take your place and feed on him. 
 

Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread 

and wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar 

rail with those around you. Gluten-free bread rolls are used. 
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During administration, we sing together the following chant: 
 

Eat this bread, drink this cup, 

come to me and never be hungry; 

eat this bread, drink this cup,  

trust in me and you will not thirst. 
 

 Jacques Berthier (1923-94), Taizé. 
 

Afterwards, the choir will sing ‘Cantate Domino,’ by G.Ottavio Pitoni (1657-1743). 
 

At the conclusion, silence is shared. 

 
Venturing 

 
Prayers of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 
 

GOD of our pilgrimage, 

you have led us to the living water 

and fed us on the bread of life: 

refresh and sustain us by your Spirit 

as we go forth on our journey, 

in the companionship of Christ 

and in the service of your kingdom.  Amen. 

 
Notices 

 
Blessing 
 

Go forth in peace: 

let the wisdom of God guide your way, 

let the compassion of Christ be your gift to the world, 

let the fire of the Spirit be your inspiration; 
 

and the blessing of God, 

Creator, Christ and Sacred Spirit 

rest upon you and all whom you love, 

both living and departed, 

now and always. Amen. 
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Hymn 
 

FORTH in the peace of Christ we go; 

Christ to the world with joy we bring; 

Christ in our minds, Christ on our lips, 

Christ in our hearts, the world’s true King. 

 

King of our hearts, Christ makes us kings; 

kingship with him, his servants gain; 

with Christ, the Servant-Lord of all, 

Christ’s world we serve to share Christ’s reign. 

 

Priests of the world, Christ sends us forth 

this world of time to consecrate, 

our world of sin by grace to heal, 

Christ’s world in Christ to re-create. 

 

Prophets of Christ, we hear his Word; 

he claims our minds, to search his ways; 

he claims our lips, to speak his truth; 

he claims our hearts, to sing his praise. 

 

We are his Church, he makes us one; 

here is one hearth for all to find; 

here is one flock, one Shepherd-King; 

here is one faith, one heart, one mind. 

 
 James Quinn (b 1919). 

 Tune: Song 34 (Angels’ Song). 

 
Commission (please face the back of church) 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have put your life in our hands. 

Now we put our lives in yours. 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ  Amen. 

 
Organ voluntary: ‘Litanies,’ by Jehan Alain. 
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Sharing in the hospitality of Christ 

continues after this service with refreshments and a meal, 

on Wednesdays at Lunch Club, on Fridays at Broomhall Breakfast, 

on Saturdays at Soup Run, and wherever and whenever 

food and friendship are offered in Christ’s name. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Printed on Recycled Paper. 

 

The following sources have been used in compiling this service:  ‘Common Worship: 

Services and Prayers for the Church of England,’ and ‘Common Worship: Times and 

Seasons,’ copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 & 2006; as well as ‘All Desires 

Known,’ by Janet Morley and locally crafted texts.  The musical setting for the liturgy 

is ‘St Anne’s Mass,’ by James Macmillan.  Scripture quotations are from the New 

Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995,  

Hymns and songs are reproduced under Church Copyright Licence Number 294846.  

The image on the front cover is of a mosaic on the floor of the 4th century church of 

the Multiplication of the Loaves and the Fishes in Tabgha, Galilee. 


