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Welcome 

 

Welcome and greetings, especially if you are new to St Mark’s.  May 

you soon discover what you are seeking and find companions for life’s 

journey. This communion is more complete with you being a part of it. 

 

Today’s liturgy takes the form of a simple, yet profound, meal of 

thanksgiving and hospitality, a Eucharist or Holy Communion, which 

originates in the ministry of Jesus and has characterised Christian 

worship through the centuries.  

 

To use the Induction Loop, please select the T Setting on your 

hearing aid.  We ask that mobile phones and pagers be switched 

off or set to silent mode.  LARGE PRINT versions of worship materials 

are available. 

 

Commitment cards are available to place in the offertory plates for 

those who give money to St Mark’s regularly via a standing order or 

other means.  

 

Preparing for worship 

 

Easter is when we celebrate and ponder the profound mystery of 

Jesus’ enduring influence across the centuries and around the globe.  A 

living memory; a healing presence; a beckoning call; a source of faith, 

hope and love; a passion for truth and justice; a capacity for 

forgiveness, reconciliation and self-giving; a creator of community; a 

vision of paradise on earth and the courage to pursue it; an inner joy 

and peace.  Christ’s resurrection is all these and still more because it is 

not so much an event in time as an enduring, yet subtle, reality in 

which we are invited to participate.  One expression of this Easter 

spirit is Christian Aid Week, 12-18 May, which this year is themed 

‘Bite back on hunger,’ focusing on CA’s partnership work in Bolivia, 

Kenya and Zimbabwe. 

 

Mysterious God, 

surprise us with your presence, 

breathe new life into our souls, 

fan the embers of our faith 

into the passion of Christ. 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=hearing+aid+logo&hl=en&safe=off&biw=1156&bih=599&tbm=isch&tbnid=xWhbPxWwJf6vGM:&imgrefurl=http://www.digitalhearingcare.org.uk/blog/tag/hearing-aid-loop-systems/&docid=ImF22v6dc1LYdM&imgurl=http://www.digitalhearingcare.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Hearing-Loop.jpg&w=475&h=467&ei=rT99UN6KMKGh0QWei4CQAg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=122&vpy=263&dur=1216&hovh=223&hovw=226&tx=129&ty=111&sig=107870215640994711915&page=1&tbnh=151&tbnw=154&start=0&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:0,i:81
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Gathering 

 
Organ Voluntary 

 
Welcome 

 
Hymn 
 

CHRIST TRIUMPHANT ever reigning, 

Saviour, Master, King! 

Lord of heaven, our lives sustaining, 

hear us as we sing: 
 

Yours the glory and the crown, 

the high renown, the eternal name. 
 

Word incarnate, truth revealing, 

Son of Man on earth! 

power and majesty concealing 

by your humble birth: 
 

Chorus. 
 

Suffering servant, scorned, ill-treated, 

victim crucified! 

death is through the cross defeated, 

sinners justified: 
 

Chorus. 
 

Priestly king, enthroned for ever 

high in heaven above! 

sin and death and hell shall never 

stifle hymns of love: 
 

Chorus. 
 

So, our hearts and voices raising 

through the ages long, 

ceaselessly upon you gazing, 

this shall be our song: 
 

Chorus. Michael Saward (b 1932). 

 Tune: Guiting Power. 
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Prayers of Approach  
 

Alleluia, Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 
 

May God be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

EVER-LOVING GOD, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden; 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

We remain standing until after the Collect; if you would be 

more comfortable seated, please feel free to sit down. 
 

Christ entrusts to us the good news of his risen life; 

sometimes our hearts and minds are closed, 

often we fail in our discipleship. 
 

Quietness for reflection. 
 

When we have denied your claim upon our lives 

or doubted your power to revive us. 
 

We have failed you, O God. 
 

When we have run away from the challenges of your kingdom 

or betrayed you through our words and deeds. 
 

We have failed you, O God. 
 

When our motivations have been self-serving  

or our allegiance to you skin-deep. 
 

We have failed you, O God. 
 

Spirit of God, 

breathe forgiveness upon us: 

release within us 

the life of Christ.   Amen. 
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Gloria 
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Collect 
 

Let us pray.  (please remain standing) 
 

God of eternity, 

unbounded by time and space 

yet ever present 

where love is real  

and forgiveness rules: 

incline our hearts and bend our wills 

that we too may follow love’s costly way 

revealed in Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
Journeying together in Faith 
 

As young members prepare to leave for their groups, a prayer is offered. 
 

May God guide each of us, 

whatever our age or experience, 

in the way of Christ – 

the love of God go with you.  Amen. 
 

Children, teenagers and group leaders set off. 

 
Attending 

 
Reading – Ezekiel 34. 24 – 28, read by David Ryder 
 

A reading from the prophecy of Ezekiel. 
 

I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, and 

bring you into your own land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and 

you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I 

will cleanse you. 26 A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put 

within you; and I will remove from your body the heart of stone and give 

you a heart of flesh. 27 I will put my spirit within you, and make you follow 

my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances. 28 Then you shall live 

in the land that I gave to your ancestors; and you shall be my people, and I 

will be your God. 
 

Let us listen for the word of the Lord. 
 

A time of quietness for reflection (approximately 1 minute). 
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Hymn 
 

GOD IS LOVE: God’s the care, 

tending each, everywhere. 

God is love - all is there! 

Jesus came to show God 

that we all might know God: 
 

Sing aloud, loud, loud! 

Sing aloud, loud, loud! 

God is good!  God is truth! 

God is beauty!  Praise God! 
 

None can see God above; 

Jesus shows how to love; 

thus may we Godward move, 

joined as sisters, brothers, 

finding him in others: 
 

Chorus. 

None can see God above; 

Jesus shows how to love; 

thus may we Godward move, 

joined as sisters, brothers, 

finding him in others: 
 

Chorus. 
 

Jesus came, lived and died 

for our sake, crucified, 

rose again, glorified; 

he was born to save us 

by the truth he gave us: 
 

Chorus. 
 

To our Lord, praise we sing – 

light and life, friend and king, 

coming down love to bring, 

pattern for our duty, 

showing God in beauty: 
 

Chorus. 
 

 Percy Dearmer (1867-1936). 

 Tune: Personent Hodie. 

 

Gospel – John 17. 20 – 26. 
 

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community. 
 

Alleluia, Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

JESUS PRAYED, ‘I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of 

those who will believe in me through their word, 21 that they may all be 

one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so 

that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you 

have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 
23 I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that 
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the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as 

you have loved me. 24 Father, I desire that those also, whom you have 

given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have 

given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 25 

‘Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and 

these know that you have sent me. 26 I made your name known to them, 

and I will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me 

may be in them, and I in them.’ 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon – The Vicar. 
 

Followed by a time of quietness for reflection (approximately 1 minute). 

 
Responding 

 
Affirmation  
 

Let us give voice to our convictions 

and substance to our hopes. (please stand) 
 

We believe in God, 

whose goodness is more than sufficient for all, 

filling the universe with gifts of love 

and resounding through our lives in praise. 
 

We will take hold of all that God gives 

with reverence and joy, 

we will make God known in the breaking of bread, 

we will share the life-giving wine, 

so that all may see and experience God’s love. 
 

We believe in Jesus, the Christ, 

God’s greatest gift of all, 

who takes the smallest of seeds, 

a mere whisper of faith, 

and brings forth a harvest of good things. 
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We will take all that Christ has given us; 

our gifts, our talents, our very selves, 

so that Christ can walk our streets once more. 

 

We believe in God’s Spirit of Truth, 

bringing to fruition all that has been given, 

gentle as a breeze or shocking as a storm. 

 

We will allow God’s gifts to be stirred to life in us; 

breathing, laughing, living in our world, 

so all may know of God’s harvest of Love. 

Alleluia! Amen. 

 
 Andrew Metcalfe, St Paul’s Cathedral, Dundee. 

 
Prayers of Solidarity & Concern, led by David Price 

 
One of these or another set of biddings and responses is used. 

 

Your kingdom come. God of our yearning. 

Your will be done. We seek you. 

 

God of justice, truth and love. Ever-beckoning God. 

Inspire us with your Spirit We seek your presence 

to let your Kingdom come.  Amen. and will serve you.  Amen. 

 
Greeting of Peace 
 

The risen Christ stood among his disciples and said, 

‘Peace be with you. 

As the Father has sent me, so I send you. 

Receive the Holy Spirit.’   John 20.19-20. 

 

The peace of our crucified and risen Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 
We share Christ’s peace with one another, especially with those who 

are unfamiliar or from whom we are estranged. 
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Hymn 

 
A collection is taken for the ministry of St Mark’s.  If you are a taxpayer and are not 

currently a member of the church’s planned giving scheme, please place your gift in one 

of the envelopes provided, writing your name and address on the front.  Thank you. 

 

LET US BUILD a house where love can dwell 

and all can safely live, 

a place where saints and children tell 

how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 

rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

 

all are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 

 

Let us build a house where prophets speak, 

and words are strong and true,  

where all God’s children dare to seek 

to dream God’s reign anew.  

Here the cross shall stand as witness 

and as symbol of God’s grace; 

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  

 

all are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 

 

Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat:  

a banquet hall on holy ground, 

where peace and justice meet.  

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space;  

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: 

 

all are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 

 
 continued overleaf … 
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Let us build a house where hands will reach 

beyond the wood and stone  

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 

and live the Word they’ve known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger  

bear the image of God’s face;  

let us bring an end to fear and danger:  

 

all are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 

 

Let us build a house where all are named, 

their songs and visions heard  

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 

as words within the Word.  

Built of tears and cries and laughter, 

prayers of faith and songs of grace,  

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  

 

all are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 

 
 Marty Haugen (b 1950). 

 Tune: Two Oaks. 

 

Abiding 

 
Preparation 
 

Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, and the collection, are offered. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

may our hearts be open to your love, 

our doors to friend and stranger, 

our table to all who hunger, 

and our lives to your risen life. New Zealand Prayer Book. 
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray. (please sit or kneel) 

 

May God be with you.  

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

 

God of undying love, 

we gather in Jesus’ name 

as he commanded us to do. 

 

We remember his life 

with thanksgiving and honour; 

we lament his death 

with sorrow in our hearts 

and a deep passion for his ways 

as we lay ourselves open to his presence among us. 

 

We make our stand 

with those in every age 

who have struggled to remain faithful 

amidst failure and doubt – 

seeking the life of Jesus 

that his life may live on in us 

as we raise our voices in acclamation: 
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And now, it is our duty and our joy, 

to remember how, 

on the night he entrusted his life  

into the hands of friends and detractors, 

Jesus celebrated your kingdom 

in the company of his own. 
 

He took a loaf of bread, 

praised you for its goodness, 

broke it into pieces 

and offered it to them, 

saying, ‘Take, eat, this is my body’ – 

food for all who hunger, 

my life for the world. 
 

A little later, 

he took a cup of wine, 

blessed it, 

and offered it to his companions, 

saying, ‘Take, drink, 

with this we celebrate our new relationship 

with God and one another’ – 

forged from forgiveness, 

sealed with my blood. 
 

Come, Breath of God, 

come, Spirit of new Life, 

breathe upon us 

and upon these gifts, 

that bread and wine, 

flesh and blood, 

may reveal your loving purposes 

and fulfil your gracious will.  Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer & Communion 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The bread is broken. 

 

Be present, be present, Lord Jesus Christ, crucified and risen; 

make yourself known in the breaking of bread. 

 
Words of invitation follow. 

 

I am the bread of life, says the Lord. 

Whoever comes to me will never be hungry; 

whoever believes in me will never thirst. 

Taste and see that the Lord is good: 

happy are those who place their trust in him. 

 
Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread 

and wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar 

rail with those around you. Gluten-free bread rolls are used. 

 
During administration, we sing together: 

 

Veni Sancte Spiritus. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 Taizé. 

 
Afterwards, the choir will sing ‘Holy is the true light,’ by William Harris (1883-1973). 

 
At the conclusion, silence is shared. 
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Venturing 

 
Prayers of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 
 

BREAD-MAKING GOD, 

mixing new technologies  

of text messaging and weather forecasting; 

kneading alongside farmers, 

building sand dams  

and community gardens; 

raising hope in communities 

to claim land rights 

and protect forests: 

may your bread be shared fairly, 

so all can eat and have enough.  Amen. Christian Aid Week Prayer. 

 
Notices 

 
Act of Commission 
 

Christian Aid Collectors are invited to stand. 
 

Jesus, Bread of Life  

bless what we offer in your name: 
 

Our prayers and our giving, 

our collecting and our acting for justice, 

our commitment and our concern 

that no one may go hungry. 
 

As your love has held us: 

Let us go out in confidence. 
 

As your love has called us: 

Let us go out with courage. 
 

As your love has blessed us: 

Let us go out with hope. Christian Aid. 
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Blessing 
 

And may the God of justice claim us, 

the Lord of kindness lead us 

and the Spirit of unity live in us 

this Christian Aid Week, and always.  Amen 

 

Hymn 
 

TELL OUT, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 

Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice; 

tender to me the promise of his word; 

in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 
 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name! 

Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 

his mercy sure, from age to age the same; 

his holy Name, the Lord, the Mighty One. 
 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 

Powers and dominions lay their glory by. 

Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 

the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
 

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 

Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 

to children’s children and for evermore! 
 

 Timothy Dudley-Smith (b 1926).  Tune: Woodlands. 

 

Commission (please face the back of church) 
 

Go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 
Organ voluntary 

 
Sharing in the hospitality of Christ 

continues after this service with refreshments and a meal, 

on Wednesdays at Lunch Club, on Fridays at Broomhall Breakfast, 

on Saturdays at Soup Run, and wherever and whenever 

food and friendship are offered in Christ’s name. 
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