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Welcome 

 

Welcome and greetings, especially if you are new to St Mark’s.  May 

you soon discover what you are seeking and find companions for life’s 

journey. This communion is more complete with you being a part of it. 

 

Today’s liturgy takes the form of a simple, yet profound, meal of 

thanksgiving and hospitality, a Eucharist or Holy Communion, which 

originates in the ministry of Jesus and has characterised Christian 

worship through the centuries.  

 

To use the Induction Loop, please select the T Setting on your 

hearing aid.  We ask that mobile phones and pagers be switched 

off or set to silent mode.  LARGE PRINT versions of worship materials 

are available. 

 

Commitment cards are available to place in the offertory plates for 

those who give money to St Mark’s regularly via a standing order or 

other means.  

 
Preparing for worship 

 

Easter is when we celebrate and ponder the profound mystery of 

Jesus’ enduring influence across the centuries and around the globe.  A 

living memory; a healing presence; a beckoning call; a source of faith, 

hope and love; a passion for truth and justice; a capacity for 

forgiveness, reconciliation and self-giving; a creator of community; a 

vision of paradise on earth and the courage to pursue it; an inner joy 

and peace.  Christ’s resurrection is all these and still more because it is 

not so much an event in time as an enduring, yet subtle, reality in 

which we are invited to participate.  

 

Mysterious God, 

surprise us with your presence, 

breathe new life into our souls, 

fan the embers of our faith 

into the passion of Christ. 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=hearing+aid+logo&hl=en&safe=off&biw=1156&bih=599&tbm=isch&tbnid=xWhbPxWwJf6vGM:&imgrefurl=http://www.digitalhearingcare.org.uk/blog/tag/hearing-aid-loop-systems/&docid=ImF22v6dc1LYdM&imgurl=http://www.digitalhearingcare.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Hearing-Loop.jpg&w=475&h=467&ei=rT99UN6KMKGh0QWei4CQAg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=122&vpy=263&dur=1216&hovh=223&hovw=226&tx=129&ty=111&sig=107870215640994711915&page=1&tbnh=151&tbnw=154&start=0&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:0,i:81
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Gathering 

 
Organ Voluntary 

 
Welcome 

 
Hymn 

 

LORD OF BEAUTY, thine the splendour 

shown in earth and sky and sea, 

burning sun and moonlight tender, 

hill and river, flower and tree: 

lest we fail our praise to render 

touch our eyes that they may see. 

 

Lord of wisdom, whom obeying 

mighty waters ebb and flow, 

while unhasting, undelaying, 

planets on their courses go: 

in thy laws thyself displaying, 

teach our minds thyself to know. 

 

Lord of life, alone sustaining 

all below and all above, 

Lord of love, by whose ordaining 

sun and stars sublimely move: 

in our earthly spirits reigning, 

lift our hearts that we may love. 

 

Lord of beauty, bid us own thee, 

Lord of truth, our footsteps guide, 

till as Love our hearts enthrone thee, 

and, with vision purified, 

Lord of all, when all have known thee, 

thou in all art glorified. 
 

 Cyril A Alington (1872-1955). 

 Tune: Regent Square. 
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Prayers of Approach  
 

Alleluia, Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 
 

May God be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

EVER-LOVING GOD, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden; 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

We remain standing until after the Collect; if you would be 

more comfortable seated, please feel free to sit down. 
 

Christ entrusts to us the good news of his risen life; 

sometimes our hearts and minds are closed, 

often we fail in our discipleship. 
 

Quietness for reflection. 
 

When we have denied your claim upon our lives 

or doubted your power to revive us. 
 

We have failed you, O God. 
 

When we have run away from the challenges of your kingdom 

or betrayed you through our words and deeds. 
 

We have failed you, O God. 
 

When our motivations have been self-serving  

or our allegiance to you skin-deep. 
 

We have failed you, O God. 
 

Spirit of God, 

breathe forgiveness upon us: 

release within us 

the life of Christ.   Amen. 
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Gloria 
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Collect 
 

Let us pray.  (please remain standing) 
 

Spirit of Life, 

infusing the universe, 

animating humanity 

with gifts of faith, hope and love: 

enlighten us with your truth 

and draw us ever deeper into your ways 

revealed in Jesus Christ, 

the ever-present One.  Amen. 

 
Journeying together in Faith 
 

As young members prepare to leave for their groups, a prayer is offered. 
 

May God guide each of us, 

whatever our age or experience, 

in the way of Christ – 

the love of God go with you.  Amen. 
 

Children, teenagers and group leaders set off. 

 
Attending 

 
Reading – Acts 16. 9 – 15, read by Jennifer Powell 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

DURING THE NIGHT Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia 

pleading with him and saying, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.’ 10 

When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to 

Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good 

news to them. 11 We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to 

Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, 

which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. 

We remained in this city for some days. 13 On the sabbath day we went 
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outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of 

prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered 

there.  14 A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening 

to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The 

Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 15 When 

she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, ‘If you have 

judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.’ And she 

prevailed upon us. 
 

Let us listen for the word of the Lord. 
 

A time of quietness for reflection (approximately 1 minute). 

 
Hymn 
 

SHE SITS like a bird, brooding on the waters, 

hovering on the chaos of the world’s first day; 

she sighs and she sings, mothering creation, 

waiting to give birth to all the Word will say. 

 

She wings over earth, resting where she wishes,  

lighting close at hand or soaring through the skies;  

she nests in the womb, welcoming each wonder,  

nourishing potential hidden to our eyes.  

 

She dances in fire, startling her spectators,  

waking tongues of ecstasy where dumbness reigned;  

She weans and inspires all whose hearts are open,  

nor can she be captured, silenced or restrained.  

 
For she is the Spirit, one with God in essence,  

gifted by the Saviour in eternal love;  

she is the key opening the scriptures, 

enemy of apathy and heavenly dove.  

 
 John L Bell (b 1949) & Graham Maule (b 1958). 

 Tune: Thainaky. 
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Gospel – John 14. 23 – 29. 
 

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community. 
 

Alleluia, Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

JESUS ANSWERED Judas, ‘Those who love me will keep my word, and my 

Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with 

them. 24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the 

word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me. 25 ‘I 

have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Advocate, 

the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 

everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave 

with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. 

Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 28 You 

heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If you 

loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the 

Father is greater than I. 29 And now I have told you this before it occurs, 

so that when it does occur, you may believe. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon – The Vicar. 
 

Followed by a time of quietness for reflection (approximately 1 minute). 

 
Responding 

 
Affirmation  
 

Let us give voice to our convictions 

and substance to our hopes. (please stand) 
 

We believe in God, 

whose goodness is more than sufficient for all, 

filling the universe with gifts of love 

and resounding through our lives in praise. 
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We will take hold of all that God gives 

with reverence and joy, 

we will make God known in the breaking of bread, 

we will share the life-giving wine, 

so that all may see and experience God’s love. 

 

We believe in Jesus, the Christ, 

God’s greatest gift of all, 

who takes the smallest of seeds, 

a mere whisper of faith, 

and brings forth a harvest of good things. 

 

We will take all that Christ has given us; 

our gifts, our talents, our very selves, 

so that Christ can walk our streets once more. 

 

We believe in God’s Spirit of Truth, 

bringing to fruition all that has been given, 

gentle as a breeze or shocking as a storm. 

 

We will allow God’s gifts to be stirred to life in us; 

breathing, laughing, living in our world, 

so all may know of God’s harvest of Love. 

Alleluia! Amen. 

 
 Andrew Metcalfe, St Paul’s Cathedral, Dundee. 

 
Prayers of Solidarity & Concern, led by Pat Hunt 

 
One of these or another set of biddings and responses is used. 

 

Your kingdom come. God of our yearning. 

Your will be done. We seek you. 

 

God of justice, truth and love. Ever-beckoning God. 

Inspire us with your Spirit We seek your presence 

to let your Kingdom come.  Amen. and will serve you.  Amen. 
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Greeting of Peace 
 

The risen Christ stood among his disciples and said, 

‘Peace be with you. 

As the Father has sent me, so I send you. 

Receive the Holy Spirit.’   John 20.19-20. 

 

The peace of our crucified and risen Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 
We share Christ’s peace with one another, especially with those who 

are unfamiliar or from whom we are estranged. 

 
Hymn 

 
A collection is taken for the ministry of St Mark’s.  If you are a taxpayer and are not 

currently a member of the church’s planned giving scheme, please place your gift in one 

of the envelopes provided, writing your name and address on the front.  Thank you. 

 

WE COME as guests invited 

when Jesus bids us dine, 

his friends on earth united 

to share the bread and wine; 

the bread of life is broken, 

the wine is freely poured 

for us, in solemn token 

of Christ our dying Lord. 

 

We eat and drink, receiving 

from Christ the grace we need, 

and in our hearts believing 

on him by faith we feed; 

with wonder and thanksgiving 

for love that knows no end, 

we find in Jesus living 

our ever-present friend. 

One bread is ours for sharing, 

one single fruitful vine, 

our fellowship declaring 

renewed in bread and wine: 

renewed, sustained and given 

by token, sign and word, 

the pledge and seal of heaven, 

the love of Christ our Lord 

 
 Timothy Dudley-Smith (b 1926). 

 Tune: Salley Gardens. 
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Abiding 

 
Preparation 
 

Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, and the collection, are offered. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

may our hearts be open to your love, 

our doors to friend and stranger, 

our table to all who hunger, 

and our lives to your risen life. New Zealand Prayer Book. 

 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray. (please sit or kneel) 
 

May God be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

God of undying love, 

we gather in Jesus’ name 

as he commanded us to do. 
 

We remember his life 

with thanksgiving and honour; 

we lament his death 

with sorrow in our hearts 

and a deep passion for his ways 

as we lay ourselves open to his presence among us. 
 

We make our stand 

with those in every age 

who have struggled to remain faithful 

amidst failure and doubt – 

seeking the life of Jesus 

that his life may live on in us 

as we raise our voices in acclamation: 
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And now, it is our duty and our joy, 

to remember how, 

on the night he entrusted his life  

into the hands of friends and detractors, 

Jesus celebrated your kingdom 

in the company of his own. 

 

He took a loaf of bread, 

praised you for its goodness, 

broke it into pieces 

and offered it to them, 

saying, ‘Take, eat, this is my body’ – 

food for all who hunger, 

my life for the world. 

 

A little later, 

he took a cup of wine, 

blessed it, 

and offered it to his companions, 

saying, ‘Take, drink, 

with this we celebrate our new relationship 

with God and one another’ – 

forged from forgiveness, 

sealed with my blood. 
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Come, Breath of God, 

come, Spirit of new Life, 

breathe upon us 

and upon these gifts, 

that bread and wine, 

flesh and blood, 

may reveal your loving purposes 

and fulfil your gracious will.  Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer & Communion 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The bread is broken. 
 

Be present, be present, Lord Jesus Christ, crucified and risen; 

make yourself known in the breaking of bread. 
 

Words of invitation follow. 
 

I am the bread of life, says the Lord. 

Whoever comes to me will never be hungry; 

whoever believes in me will never thirst. 

Taste and see that the Lord is good: 

happy are those who place their trust in him. 
 

Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread 

and wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar 

rail with those around you. Gluten-free bread rolls are used. 
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During administration, we sing together: 
 

The Lord is my light, 

my light and salvation: 

in God I trust, 

in God I trust. Taizé. 
 

Afterwards, the choir will sing ‘If ye love me,’ by Thomas Tallis (1505-85). 
 

At the conclusion, silence is shared. 

 
Venturing 

 
Prayers of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

crucified yet ever living, 

be the communion between us, 

the sustenance we share, 

and the life we long to embody; 

may we be your lively presence 

in a fearful and  troubled world.  Amen. 

 
Notices 

 
Receiving our Churchwardens 
 

Gary Grief and Michael Hunt gather at the front. 
 

‘Churchwardens are called to cooperate with the incumbent and the Parochial Church 

Council in the pastoral, evangelistic, financial and worshipping life of the parish church.  

They should bring to the attention of the Bishop such matters as come to their 

knowledge affecting the life of the church and congregation for which they are 

responsible.’ (from The Archdeacon’s Visitation Service of Admission of Churchwardens) 
 

The risen Christ continues to create communities 

in which people of all ages and outlooks 

are inspired to continue his ministry 

and embrace his loving purposes. 
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We give thanks for Gary and Michael, 

especially at this time 

for their willingness to serve as Churchwardens. 

 

May God grant them wisdom, grace and fortitude, 

and may they draw strength from our affection and support. 

 
Each is anointed in turn, with these words. 

 

N, we anoint you for service: 

remain faithful to your calling, 

as God remains faithful to you.  Amen. 

 
Blessing 
 

May the love of the Lord Jesus draw you to himself, 

may the power of the Lord Jesus strengthen you in his service, 

may the joy of the Lord Jesus fill your hearts; 

 

and may the blessing of God, 

Creator, Christ and Sacred Spirit 

rest upon you and all whom you love, 

both living and departed, 

now and always. Amen. 

 
Hymn 

 
O GOD OF HOPES, desires and dreams, 

you plant within our mind 

the vision of a better world, 

more just and fair and kind. 

Give us the strength to carry through 

those dreams and make them real, 

in every corner of your world 

that we can touch and heal. 
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O Christ, who faced  the hostile 

crowd, 

enduring scorn and pain, 

you know the fears that hold us back, 

and bind us like a chain. 

Give us the courage that can face 

the fear and still stand fast, 

that we, like you, may bear the cross 

that sets us free at last. 

O Spirit of the living God, 

you plant within our soul 

a yearning for a deeper life -  

a life that’s full and whole. 

God, may that yearning be the heart 

of all we think and do, 

until we’re filled with your great 

love 

and live complete in you. 
 

 Ray Vincent. 
 Tune Kingsfold. 

 
Commission (please face the back of church) 
 

Go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 
Organ voluntary 

 
Sharing in the hospitality of Christ 

continues after this service with refreshments, 

a meal on Wednesdays at Lunch Club, on Fridays at Broomhall Breakfast, 

on Saturdays at Soup Run, and wherever and whenever 

food and friendship are offered in Christ’s name. 

 
 

Printed on Recycled Paper. 
 

The following sources have been used in compiling this service:  ‘Common Worship: Services 

and Prayers for the Church of England,’ and ‘Common Worship: Times and Seasons,’ 

copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 & 2006; as well as ‘The New Zealand Prayer 

Book (1989),’ ‘Fire and Bread: Resources for Easter Day to Trinity Sunday,’ edited by Ruth 

Burgess, and locally crafted texts.  The musical setting for the liturgy is ‘The Addington Service,’ by 

Richard Shephard.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version of the 

Bible, Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995,  Hymns and songs are reproduced under 

Church Copyright Licence Number 294846. The images are by the nuns of Turvey Abbey. 


