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Welcome 
 

Welcome and greetings, especially if you are new to St Mark’s.  May 

you soon discover what you are seeking and find companions for 

life’s journey. This communion is more complete with you being a 

part of it. 
 

To use the Induction Loop, please select the T Setting on your 

hearing aid.  We ask that mobile phones and pagers be switched 

off or set to silent mode.  LARGE PRINT versions of worship 

materials are available. 
 

Before the service begins, we are all invited to share in a few 

moments of quietness in preparation for worship. 

 
About this service 

 

The seasons of Christmas and Epiphany invite us to ponder not only 

the circumstances surrounding Jesus’ birth, but also the meaning and 

significance of incarnation – of how it is that ‘Eternity is in love with 

the productions of time’ (William Blake). 
 

As the evangelists recognised, the wonder and vulnerability of new 

birth draw us into this mystery by challenging our sense of what 

constitutes power and how authority manifests itself when motivated 

by love. 
 

Preparing for worship 
 

Epiphany is a jewel, multi-faceted, 

flashing colour and light. 
 

Epiphany embraces the nations of the world, 

kneeling on a bare floor before a child. 
 

Epiphany shows a man 

kneeling in the waters of baptism. 
 

Epiphany reveals the best is kept for last 

as water becomes wine at the wedding feast. 
 

O Holy One, to whom was given 

the gifts of power and prayer, the gift of suffering, 

help us to use these same gifts 

in your way and in your name. 
 

Kate McIlhagga 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=hearing+aid+logo&hl=en&safe=off&biw=1156&bih=599&tbm=isch&tbnid=xWhbPxWwJf6vGM:&imgrefurl=http://www.digitalhearingcare.org.uk/blog/tag/hearing-aid-loop-systems/&docid=ImF22v6dc1LYdM&imgurl=http://www.digitalhearingcare.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Hearing-Loop.jpg&w=475&h=467&ei=rT99UN6KMKGh0QWei4CQAg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=122&vpy=263&dur=1216&hovh=223&hovw=226&tx=129&ty=111&sig=107870215640994711915&page=1&tbnh=151&tbnw=154&start=0&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:0,i:81
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Gathering 

 
Organ Voluntary 

 
Welcome 

 
Carol 
 

THE FIRST NOWELL the angel did say 

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 

on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
 

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 

Born is the King of Israel! 
 

They lookèd up and saw a star, 

shining in the east, beyond them far, 

and to the earth it gave great light, 

and so it continued both day and night. 
 

And by the light of that same star, 

three wise men came from country far; 

to seek for a king was their intent, 

and to follow the star wherever it went. 
 

This star drew nigh to the north-west; 

o’er Bethlehem it took its rest, 

and there it did both stop and stay 

right over the place where Jesus lay. 
 

Then entered in those wise men three, 

full rev’rently upon their knee, 

and offered there in his presence 

their gold and myrrh and frankincense. 
 

Then let us all with one accord 

sing praises to our heav’nly Lord, 

that hath made heav’n and earth of naught, 

and with his blood mankind hath bought. 
 

 From William Sanday’s ‘Christmas Carols’ (1833). 

 Tune: The First Nowell. 
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Prayers of Approach  
 

The Lord be with you: 

and also with you. 

 

AUTHOR OF LIGHT, 

you bring to light things hidden in darkness 

and know the shadows of our hearts: 

cleanse and renew us by your Spirit, 

that we may walk in the light 

and glorify your name; 

through Jesus Christ, 

the Light of the world.  Amen. 

 

Christ, the Light of the world, 

has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts. 

Let his light reveal the poverty of our humanity  

and our potential for revealing the glory of God. 

 
Pause for reflection. 

 

Christ came in humility to share our lives: 

forgive our pride. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Christ came with good news for all people: 

forgive our silence. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

Christ came in love to a world of suffering: 

forgive our self-centredness. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

May the God of forgiveness 

heal you of all that harms you 

and lead you into life eternal.  Amen. 
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Gloria 
 

GLORY TO GOD, glory in the highest. 

Peace to his people, peace on earth. 

Glory to God, glory in the highest. 

Peace to his people, peace on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father  

Glory to God, glory in the highest. 

Peace to his people, peace on earth. 
 

We worship you, 

Glory in the highest, 

give you thanks, 

Glory in the highest, 

praise you for your glory. 

Glory to God, glory in the highest. 

Peace to his people, peace on earth. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ,  

only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us, 

Have mercy on us; 
 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer, 

Receive our prayer. 
 

Glory to God, glory in the highest. 

Peace to his people, peace on earth. 

Glory to God, glory in the highest. 

Peace to his people, peace on earth. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God, 

the glory of God the Father 

Glory to God, glory in the highest. from Coventry Music 

Peace to his people, peace on earth. by Peter Jones 
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Collect  
 

Let us pray. (please remain standing) 
 

Shepherd of Israel 

and Light of all Nations, 

made known in the gifts  

of those who call to other names 

and walk on different ways: 

may unjust powers 

and the hatred within us 

be dismayed by your friendship 

and dethroned by your love;  

through Jesus Christ, the open arms of grace.  Amen. 
 

 Prayers for an Inclusive Church. 

 
Journeying together in Faith 
 

As young members prepare to leave for their groups, a prayer is offered. 
 

May God guide each of us, 

whatever our age or experience, 

in the way of Christ – 

the love of God go with you.  Amen. 
 

Children, teenagers and group leaders set off. 

 
Attending 

 
Reading – Isaiah 60. 1 – 6, read by Anne Wood 
 

A reading from the prophecy of Isaiah. 
 

ARISE, SHINE; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has 

risen upon you.  2 For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness 

the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear 

over you.  3 Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness 

of your dawn.  4 Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather 

together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your 
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daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.  5 Then you shall see and 

be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the 

sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  6 

A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and 

Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and 

frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 
 

Let us wait upon the Lord; 

in whose word is our hope. Psalm 130.5. 
 

Pause for reflection. 

 
Hymn 
 

BRIGHTEST AND BEST of the suns of the morning, 

dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid; 

star of the east, the horizon adorning, 

guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 
 

Cold on his cradle the dew-drops are shining; 

low lies his head with the beasts of the stall; 

angels adore him in slumber reclining, 

Maker and Monarch and Saviour of all. 
 

Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion, 

odours of Edom, and offerings divine, 

gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, 

myrrh from the forest, or gold from the mine? 
 

Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 

vainly with gifts would his favour secure: 

richer by far is the heart’s adoration, 

dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 
 

Brightest and best of the suns of the morning, 

dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid; 

star of the east, the horizon adorning, 

guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 
 

 Reginald Heber (1783-1826). 

 Tune: Epiphany Hymn. 
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Gospel – Matthew 2. 1 – 12. 
 

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community. 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Christ was revealed in the flesh, 

proclaimed among the nations 

and believed in throughout the world. 1 Timothy 3.16. 

Alleluia. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

IN THE TIME of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 

wise men from the East came to Jerusalem,  2 asking, ‘Where is the child 

who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, 

and have come to pay him homage.’  3 When King Herod heard this, he 

was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him;  4 and calling together all the 

chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 

Messiah was to be born.  5 They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it 

has been written by the prophet:  6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of 

Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall 

come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’’  7 Then Herod 

secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 

when the star had appeared.  8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 

‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring 

me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’  9 When they had 

heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that 

they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 

was.  10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy.  11 On entering the house, they saw the child with 

Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 

opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 

and myrrh.  12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to 

Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon – The Rev’d Sue Hammersley 
 

Followed by a period of silence for reflection. 
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Responding 

 
Prayers of Solidarity & Concern, led by Anne Padget 

 
The following chant is sung at the beginning and end of the intercessions. 

 

Through our lives and by our prayers , 

your Kingdom come.  Wild Goose Resource Group. 

 
After each petition. 

 

Light of the world. 

Bring healing, bring peace. 

 
At the end. 

 

Christ, Light of the world. 

May your healing peace  

bring hope to our troubled world; 

be born in us, we pray.  Amen. 

 
Greeting of Peace 

 

Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of his government and of peace  

there shall be no end. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 
Gestures of peace and goodwill are shared, especially with those 

who are unfamiliar or from whom we are estranged. 
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Carol 
 

A collection is taken for the ministry of St Mark’s.  If you are a taxpayer and are not 

currently a member of the church’s planned giving scheme, please place your gift in one 

of the envelopes provided, writing your name and address on the front.  Thank you. 
 

WE THREE KINGS of Orient are; 

bearing gifts we traverse afar 

field and fountain, moor and mountain, 

following yonder star: 
 

O star of wonder, star of night, 

star with royal beauty bright, 

westward leading, still proceeding, 

guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Born a king on Bethlehem plain, 

gold I bring, to crown him again- 

King for ever, ceasing never, 

over us all to reign: 
 

Refrain. 
 

Frankincense to offer have I; 

incense owns a deity nigh: 

prayer and praising, gladly raising, 

worship, God most high: 
 

Refrain. 
 

Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 

breathes a life of gathering gloom; 

sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 

sealed in the stone-cold tomb: 
 

Refrain. 
 

Glorious now, behold him arise, 

King and God, and sacrifice! 

heaven sings alleluia, 

alleluia the earth replies: 
 

Refrain. John Henry Hopkins (1820-91). 

 Tune: Kings of Orient. 
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Abiding 

 
Preparation 
 

Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, and the collection, are offered. 

 

We bring to this table symbols of our lives. 

Bread to sustain us, 

wine to gladden the heart 

and money, the fruit of our labours. 

 

As wise men and shepherds worshipped the Prince of Peace, 

these are our offerings of thanksgiving and praise.  

 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray.  (please sit or kneel) 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

We thank you loving God, 

for you did not abandon us or stand far off  

but came in awful nearness with the urgency of love.  

 

In creation’s dawn,  

you gave birth to all that is; 

to the people of Israel  

you revealed yourself a Father 

and shared our human story.  
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We praise you,  

God of many names, 

whose Spirit runs free 

through all the earth, 

whose image lies deep 

in every mortal soul. 

 
In your grace 

your Word is made known to every people, 

calling forth the best they have to offer; 

your Beloved is immersed in the waters of creation 

healing the chaos that floods our world; 

your Son is the guest who offers new wine 

changing hearts grown withered and cold. 

 
Therefore we celebrate 

the rays of morning light 

that bathe the world in glory 

and kindle a new song: 

 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of truth and love, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Blessed is he, O blessed is he, 

who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 Setting from ‘St Anne’s Mass,’ by James Macmillan (b 1959). 

 
We ask that your Holy Spirit 

will fall upon us and upon these gifts 

that these fragile, earthly things 

may be to us the body and blood 

of our lord and brother, Jesus Christ; 

who, on the night that he was betrayed, 

gathered with his friends for a meal that tasted of freedom. 
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Calling them to his table,  

he took bread, gave thanks, 

broke it and said: 

‘This is my body, 

which is given for you.  

Do this to remember me.’ 

 
In the same way after supper, 

he took the cup, saying: 

‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  

Do this, whenever you drink it, 

to remember me.’ 

 
As on that night, so here and now 

he offers himself in touch and taste 

beyond all words can hold.  

 
Come, Holy Spirit, 

fill the hearts of your people 

and kindle in us the fire of your love. 

 
Therefore we come in memory and hope, 

responding to your call  

and the promise that echoes from the dawn of all time.  

 
May mind and heart be held 

by your self-giving sacrifice 

as, celebrating your birth, 

we catch a glimpse of your destiny 

in gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

 
Draw us into the intensity of your love 

that your life may be renewed in us 

and our lives may present you to the world.  Amen. 

 
 Prayers for an Inclusive Church. 
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Lord’s Prayer & Communion 
 

Rejoicing in the presence of God among us, 

we pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The bread is broken. 

 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

 
Words of invitation follow. 

 

Draw near to Bethlehem, 

House of Bread, 

where hungry hearts are satisfied, 

seeking souls find wisdom, 

and failing faith is kindled back to life. 

 

Today, God has turned the world upside-down 

and restored the dignity of all people.  

Alleluia! 

 
Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread 

and wine or if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar 

rail with those around you. Gluten-free bread rolls are used. 
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During administration, we sing together the following chant: 
 

The Lord is my light, 

my light and salvation: 

in God I trust; in God I trust. Jacques Berthier (1923-94). 
 

Afterwards, the choir will sing: Epiphany Carol,  Frank Merrick (1886-1981) 
 

At the conclusion, silence is shared. 

 

Venturing 
 

Prayers of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 
 

GOD of the stable, 

God of the manger, 

we thank you for revealing your glory 

in the humility of our humanity 

and in ordinary things made holy: 

we offer you our lives in the service 

of those who walk in darkness 

and those who have seen a great light; 

that Christ may be found among us  

and his beauty transfigure the world.  Amen. 

 
Notices 

 
Blessing 
 

MAY CHRIST, who draws the nations to himself, 

teach us to love our enemies; 

may Christ, who enters the water of baptism, 

lead us to die to all but love; 

may Christ, who gives new wine for the world, 

turn our bitterness into joy; 
 

and the blessing of God, 

Creator, Christ and Sacred Spirit, 

rest upon you and those whom you love, 

both living and departed, now and always.  Amen. 
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Hymn 
 

1 

LIGHT of the minds that know him, 

may Christ be light to mine! 

my sun in risen splendour, 

my light of truth divine; 

my guide in doubt and darkness, 

my true and living way, 

my clear light ever shining, 

my dawn of heaven’s day. 
 

2 

Life of the souls that love him, 

may Christ be ours indeed! 

the living bread from heaven 

on whom our spirits feed; 

who died for love of sinners 

to bear our guilty load, 

and make of life’s brief journey 

 a new Emmaus road. 

3 

Strength of the wills that serve him, 

may Christ be strength to me, 

who stilled the storm and tempest, 

who calmed the tossing sea; 

his Spirit’s power to move me, 

his will to master mine, 

his cross to carry daily 

and conquer in his sign. 
 

4 

May it be ours to know him 

that we may truly love, 

and loving, fully serve him 

as serve the saints above; 

till in that home of glory 

with fadeless splendour bright, 

we serve in perfect freedom 

our strength, our life, our light. 
 

 Timothy Dudley-Smith (b1926). 

 from a prayer of Saint Augustine. 

 Tune: Ewing. 

 

Commission (please face the back of church) 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

 
Organ voluntary 

 
Refreshments are served in the lounge.  Everyone is invited! 
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