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HOSPITABLE CLIMATES 
 

 
To my mind, one of the most notable 
achievements of the Olympic and Paralympic 
games was accomplished outside of any race 
or contest.  It was the fruitful coming together 
and constructive engagement of so many 
people from around the globe yielding a 
cornucopia of creeds, cultures and capacities.   

 

Before the Olympic Flame was kindled, the 
media airways were buzzing with a litany of 
mishaps and problems threatening to 
undermine proceedings.  But once ignited, the 
negative mood of a nation all but evaporated 
as we became caught up in something 
wholesome and good.  Yes, there were great 
sporting moments to delight in, but 
transcending them all was a celebration of 
human flourishing within a climate of hospitality 
and generosity of spirit which was nowhere 
more evident than among the 70,000 volunteer 
‘Games Makers’ who, without financial 
inducement or the prospect of athletic glory, 
had chosen to serve as hosts. 

 

Of course, this manifestation of bonhomie may 
prove to be short-lived and, as in the aftermath 
of the national outpouring of grief following the 
death of Princess Diana, be replaced by an 
embarrassed awkwardness, although it would 
be regrettable if that proved to be the case.  
Yet whether or not this happens, the Games 
confirmed for me a suspicion long entertained, 
namely that multiculturalism and religious 
pluralism need to be hosted.  That is to say, for 
people of different ethnicities and faith-
traditions to live together creatively and 
peacefully, certain givens need to be in place.  
A climate capable of sustaining diversity whilst 
preserving the integrity of each participant. 

 

What conditions have I in mind?  A framework 
of law, for example, based on principles of 
justice capable of upholding the rights of all 
citizens – applied consistently and without 
prejudice.  A system of education would be 
another, accessible to all, grounded in 
rationality, engendering a spirit of open inquiry.  
Paradoxically, these conditions would need to 
be compulsory not out of any desire to impose, 
but because they are necessary to preserve 
the climate.  In this respect, just law and liberal 
education supply the ‘oxygen’ without which 
multiculturalism and religious pluralism would 

suffocate or be weakened to the point of 
collapse. 

 

Other conditions cannot be enforced, but, 
being no less essential, need to be cultivated 
and encouraged.  Here are three: respect, 
tolerance and imagination.  Respect - a 
readiness to recognise the worth of another 
person and to appreciate the ways in which 
their humanity finds expression through 
practices, traditions and beliefs which may be 
radically different from our own.  Tolerance – a 
willingness to ground respect in daily living 
through belonging to neighbourhoods that are 
heterogeneous in composition whilst being 
prepared to forgive and be forgiven.  
Imagination – a capacity to see beyond the 
limits of our history and experience, as well as 
the constraints of our fears, to explore different 
ways of relating to others extending beyond 
family and associational groupings to embrace 
those who seem unfamiliar and strange. 

 

Which brings us to the crux.  How are qualities 
such as these engendered?  Education can 
help, but ultimately they must be inculcated 
through our cultural and religious identities.  If, 
for example, the nurturing of respect, tolerance 
and imagination is not an integral component 
of what it means to be a faithful Jew, Christian 
or Muslim, then it is difficult to conceive of how 
multiculturalism or religious pluralism could be 
anything more than an unrealizable (and, 
probably, undesirable) dream. 

 

Yet this is no theoretical exploration for there 
are many conurbations around the UK, 
including our own parish, that are currently 
living experiments into whether it is possible 
for people of different ethnicities and faith-
traditions to live together fruitfully.  Their 
success will to no small measure depend not 
only on access to just law and liberal 
education, but also on whether members can 
find within their cultural and religious traditions 
resources to value and cultivate respect, 
tolerance and imagination.  In fact, I would go 
so far as to say that one sure measure of a 
culture or religion is its capacity for doing just 
that. 

 

Ian Wallis (Vicar)

 

 
 



3 

 

ONE OF MY HEROES – WILLIAM MORRIS 
 

Many of us will have items at home that feature a 
design by William Morris – wallpaper maybe or 
curtain fabric, table-mats or paper napkins.  It is 
amazing to realise that many of these designs 
date from the mid-19th century and have never 
been out of production since he 
first developed them for sale 
through his furnishing business 
Morris & Co (or ‘The Firm’).  But it 
isn’t for his genius as a designer 
that I admire him, but because he 
was a man of high principles who 
followed through on those 
principles, at considerable 
personal cost.   

One of the key tenets held by 
Morris and his group of Oxford 
friends was that factory production 
was taking the satisfaction out of 
work for ordinary people.  In order 
to re-establish craft processes Morris taught 
himself weaving (using wool that he had dyed!), 
embroidery and printing.  He wrote novels and 
poetry – it may surprise many to learn that he was 
so highly thought of as a poet in Victorian England 
that he was offered the post of Poet Laureate on 
the death of Tennyson, but refused, not seeing 
poetry as his main business.   

His personal life was not happy.  
While still young he fell in love with 
Janey Burden and married her, 
despite her humble background and 
lack of education.  Though they stayed 
together until Morris died in 1896, it 
was never a close or satisfying 
relationship for him, and Janey 
became involved with one of Morris’s 
close friends and associates, Dante 
Gabriel Rossetti.  It was to give 
Rossetti and Janey some space that 
Morris undertook his two journeys to 
Iceland after developing an interest in 
the sagas – indeed he taught himself 
Icelandic and translated a number of 
the sagas into English with an 
Icelandic friend.  He was a devoted father, and his 
life was characterised by a number of deep and 
long-lasting friendships, notably that with the 
painter Edward Burne-Jones, while his 
charismatic personality meant that many younger 
men came to see him as a mentor.   

Morris began to feel that the evils of society could 
not be remedied by the sort of benign 
entrepreneurship that he was trying to create 
through ‘The Firm’ and his manufacturing 
activities.  For a number of years from the 1870s 
onward he moved progressively to the left, leaving 
the Liberal Party and joining the breakaway 

Socialist League alongside Friedrich Engels and 
Eleanor Marx.  He took on a punishing schedule 
of meetings and speaking engagements in venues 
as diverse as Working Men’s Clubs, street corners 
and the Oxford Union (where his call for 

wholesale support for socialism 
horrified the authorities!).  He 
also wrote assiduously for left-
wing publications, where two of 
his best-known utopian stories 
News from Nowhere and A 
Dream of John Ball first 
appeared as serials.  He finally 
withdrew from his direct 
involvement, becoming 
alienated by the increasing 
influence of the anarchist wing, 
though he remained a convinced 
socialist until his death.   

His influence remains strong in 
many areas today.  He was one of the first to 
appreciate the threat to the countryside from the 
spread of industrialisation – where he, in turn, was 
drawing on the earlier work of John Ruskin.  In 
1877 he founded the Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings as a result of campaigning 
against a proposed ‘restoration’ of Tewkesbury 

Abbey.  His appreciation of the 
importance of our surroundings on our 
well-being led to a renewed valuing of 
English landscape and architectural 
heritage, and also to the founding of 
organisations such as the National 
Trust.  And, of course, we can still 
enjoy his wonderful designs and visit 
the iconic houses with which he was 
associated such as the Red House in 
London (built for his marriage by his 
friend Philip Webb), and Kelmscott 
Manor in the Cotswolds which was a 
summer retreat for the family and the 
ménage à trois with Rossetti.  He was 
a founder member of the Pre-
Raphaelite Brotherhood and, through 
his business skills, gave many of its 

artists the opportunity to display their skills and 
talents through designs for tiles, metalwork, 
stained glass and furniture for ‘The Firm’.   

Not many people have such a wide range of 
natural talents, or strive so hard to try and bring 
into being the world they believe in as William 
Morris.   

Pauline Miller 
 

Editor’s note: This article is the second in an occasional 
series. If there is someone you admire, fact or fiction, 
and whom you would like to write about, please get in 
touch with one of the editors. 

 
William Morris reading his poetry to 

Edward Burne Jones 

 
One of WM’s most iconic 
designs, Strawberry Thief 

(1883) 
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GREENBELT IN THE MUD 
 
The rain on bank holiday Saturday was 
impressive.  The Greenbelt Festival takes 
place on Cheltenham racecourse.  
Something between 15 and 25,000 
people attend.  There are some hard 
surfaces but a lot of the meetings take 
place in tents on the grass.  By the time 
several thousand people have tramped 
over the grass, it had turned into an 
impressive quagmire.   

But the rain did not dampen people's 
enthusiasm.  It is an extraordinary 
occasion.  The age range seems to be 
from about 2 months to 92 years.  The 
multiplicity of events, talks, music, worship, 
comedy, opera, art exhibitions and art classes, 

discussions, games for children and teenagers 
give it a vibrant atmosphere.  One large tent is full 
of stalls from all sorts of organisations which 
included St Mark's CRC but also included, along 
with the CRC, the Progressive Church Network, 
Inclusive Church and Modern Church who were 
all together and supporting one another.  I did a 
session helping to staff the CRC stall and had 
some fascinating conversations.  I did the same at 
the Christian Ecology Network stall together with 
Operation Noah, a good choice as the tent had 
just been flooded and closed but this gave me the 
chance to talk to the staff on the St John's College 
Nottingham stall.   

The range of talks is amazing.  I went to 
interesting talks by Giles Fraser, John Bell, 
Diarmaid McCulloch and John Polkinghorne.  This 
last was held in a huge hall which I was told held 
4,000 people and it was full.  Of course, not all the 
talks were good but the convention is that if you're 
not interested you go away.  This was difficult in 
one boring talk because it was in a tent with such 
a boggy floor that I squelched loudly as I tried to 
creep out.  Three of the talks I attended were 
outstanding.  Rita Brock and Rebecca Parker, the 
authors of Saving Paradise, gave a brilliant talk on 
‘The Earth’ largely based on an exegesis of the 
Song of Songs; David Porter spoke on 
‘Forgiveness, justice and the elusive quest for 

reconciliation’.  He spoke out of the experience of 
many years ministry in Northern Ireland.  It was 
quite the best talk I have ever heard on the 
subject.  Lynda Ramsden gave a powerful and 
moving talk on ‘The personal journey of a right-
wing religious extremist’.  She moved from being 
a member of a Christian Zionist Church praying 
for the re-establishment of the Jewish Temple in 
Jerusalem plus the restoration of animal sacrifice 
and being violently anti-Arab to being the chair of 
an Israeli Palestine organisation working to 
prevent illegal Israeli demolitions of Palestinian 
housing.   

This linked with a session about the work of 
Zaytoun, an organisation which has succeeded in 
making it possible for Palestinian farmers to 
export olive oil, dates, almonds and a few other 
products to Western Europe including the UK.  
This is enabling a significant number of 
Palestinian farmers to make a decent living.  They 
are keen to expand their market and are looking 
for Churches which would be prepared to sell their 
goods.  They produce the only fairly traded olive 
oil.  Maybe we should consider supporting them.   

That is only the smallest taster of what happened.  
The only time when there are not about 23 things 
going on simultaneously is the Sunday morning 
Eucharist.  This was impressive with about 10 to 
15,000 people there.  It took up the festival theme 
‘saving paradise’.  I plan to go again next year.   

Michael Bayley 
___ 

 
Jenny Ryder writes: One of the highlights for me 
this year was hearing Erwin James speak.  He is 
a writer (most famously for the Guardian) who has 
served a prison sentence for murder.  Whilst 
telling his life’s story he spoke of how he has 
learnt to believe that no one is born bad and of 
how he has discovered that he is a loveable 
person.  In the venue for ecological issues I 
enjoyed hearing Peter Owen Jones speak about 
the need to change radically how we live, and also 
learning methods for experiencing stillness and 

 

 
Music and Friendship 
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observing the sacred in the world around us by 
Ian Adams.  I went to various worship services – 
from the Sunday morning communion service with 
thousands of other people, to an all-age service 
with lots of movement and singing led by a vicar 
who used to write for CBeebies, and also a 
meditative service focused on the darkness 
(rather than light) of God.  It was great to see 
Adrian and Christine at the combined PCN Britain, 
St Mark’s CRC and Modern Church stall and to 
hear Dave Tomlinson speak at the talk about the 
theology behind these initiatives.  

  

Other people’s highlights included: 

Anna Ryder –‘plodding around ankle-deep in 
mud feeling smug. Sitting on the floor with several 
thousand other people in silence at the Taizé 
service.  The insight and humility of Erwin James, 
and thinking about how his experiences related to 
many people I see through my work.  Oh, and 
beer and hymns with friends.’   

Pete Ryder – ‘I enjoyed the Taizé service due to 
the huge number of people being silent in one 
place. Also enjoyed watching the new Muppets 
film and the human beat-boxing from the AFC.  I 
loved the fact we sat with the rain coming in all 
weekend until we realised we could put up the 
gazebo sides at 11pm on the Monday night!   

James Ryder – ‘My highlights were gathering 
with friends around the BBQ and listening to a 
conversation with Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.’ 

Ceri Gallivan – ‘I found Giles Fraser’s talk on 
challenging our culture of consumerism very 
inspiring.  I enjoyed meeting up with old friends 
and making new ones.  And justice-themed 
worship led by Andy Flannagan is always a 
highlight.’   

Alan Yearsley – ‘Attending the Nursery Rhyme 
Eucharist which involved hymns & prayers sung to 
the tunes of nursery rhymes.  But we struggled to 
sing the Lord's Prayer to the tune of Jack & Jill. 

 
~~~~~ oooo ~~~~~ 

 

TWENTY YEARS OF FOOD AND 
FRIENDSHIP 

 
The gathering of St 
Mark’s Lunch and 
Friendship Club on 
Wednesday, 5 
September marked the 
Club’s twentieth 
anniversary. In addition 
to the usual forty-five or 
so diners, around twenty 
guests assembled, 
including the Club’s 
helpers past and 
present: Adrian and Christine Alker, during whose 
ministry at St Mark’s the Club was founded, and 
our Vicar and Associate Vicar, Ian Wallis and Sue 
Hammersley.  Larger than usual tables were set 
and the lounge was packed for a splendid meal of 
roast salmon with vegetables, followed by 
chocolate tart with raspberries, prepared by 
Briony Tayler and Mary Tattersall.  This was 
followed by coffee with an anniversary cake baked 
by Mary-Jane Ryder.   

Half-way through the meal, Adrian Alker spoke 
about the beginnings of the Club and of how it 
was one of the activities that had been made 
possible by the extension of the lounge and 
kitchen.  He described the catering facilities as 
they had been before, and showed how the 
development of buildings and facilities is not an 
end in itself but a means to the end of serving the 
local community more effectively.  The worth of 
the investment is not in the facilities themselves, 
but in what they make possible.   

After all had eaten and drunk and glasses had 
been raised to toast the Club and its future and 
absent friends, the entertainment commenced – 
not this time a visiting speaker, musician, singer 
or magician, and not a film show, but a sing-along 
for all to join in.  Over the years Eve Saunders 
and Mary Tattersall have set words to familiar 
tunes and these have, in the past, been 
performed for special occasions by the ‘kitchen 
chorale’ – made up of the cooks, waitresses and 
bottle washers.  This time they spread around the 
lounge and everyone sang  together songs in 
praise of the Lunch Club and in celebration of life, 
songs of nostalgia for the old days and of the 
pleasure of friendship, to tunes ranging from We’ll 
gather lilacs in the spring to the cancan from 
Orpheus in the Underworld.  It was, above all, a 
happy occasion; an opportunity to thank everyone 
who helps make the Lunch Club happen each 
week and a chance simply to enjoy ourselves 
having a good sing after a good lunch.  Here’s to 
the next twenty years!   

Carol Rowe 

 
Youngsters having a great time! 
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THE PARISH WEEKEND, 21-23 SEPTEMBER 
 

Over one hundred members of St Mark’s shared these few days ‘Nurturing Community’, spending time 
together in work, rest and play at the Hayes Conference Centre in Swanwick, Derbyshire.  There was a wide 
choice of workshops for people to attend during the weekend and these covered a diverse range of topics 
and activities, some of which are highlighted on these pages. 

While many participants joined in these organized workshops, others were exploring the beautiful 
countryside or just relaxing at the Centre.  Thanks to all those who helped to make this experience such a 
rewarding one.  

 

 

 

 

Thanks are due to Chris Speddings, Shan Rush, Tanya Ralph, Stuart Parker and Alistair Sutcliffe who 
supplied photographs for this and the opposite page. 

 

 

 
Delegates each received a 

personalised welcome pack, 
containing not only details of the 

weekend, but objects both 
expected and unexpected 

 

 
We were fortunate to be joined for the weekend 
by Mark Townsend; magician and priest.  On 
Friday night Mark not only entertained, but 
created ‘wonder’ before spending more time 
discussing his own life journey with an all-in 
address on Saturday morning. 

 

 
Ian’s contributions were 
appreciated by all throughout the 
weekend, but his workshop on ‘The 
Gospel of Mary’ was particularly 
popular, and caused discussions 
that continued during the evening in 
the bar…. 
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THE PARISH WEEKEND, 21-23 SEPTEMBER 

 
 

 
Good weather on Saturday 
morning was enjoyed by 
those who had chosen to 
take part in the adventure 
treasure hunt.  The winners 
are shown, clearly excited 
by the treasure found in the 
locked box. 

 
Saturday lunchtime saw an opportunity to 
take part in a powerful act of worship 
through circle dancing outside.  It was 
profound for many participants and clearly 
intriguing to delegates of other conferences 
who stopped to watch. 

 
The weekend was a great 
opportunity to spend more time 
talking and sharing with other 
members of the community, making 
new friendships and deepening 
existing ones.  Perhaps Joe is 
asking Robin if he ever won a Blue 
Peter badge. 

 
Throughout the weekend there was the opportunity to 
take part in craft activities. An aquatic altar frontal was 
created, with particular thanks to both those in the craft 
workshop and those who worked on it at other times. 

 

 

 

 
 

Rainbows were a metaphor featuring across the 
weekend, here twice in the closing Eucharist with the 
prayer tree of ribbons and the craft created by Finn 
and Luke. 
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Source: Private Eye 

THE THIRST FOR THE ‘SPIRITUAL DOMAIN’: A POINT OF VIEW 
 

In a huge variety of ways many 
people, perhaps indeed all of us, 
express or demonstrate a belief in 
the existence of invisible powers.  
On a scientific level radio waves 
bringing TV and radio 
programmes to us or connecting 
our computers to keyboards or 
printers, or to the internet, are a 
kind of ‘magic’.  Similarly, infra-red 
remote controls, or X-rays seeing 
into our bodies, would have 
seemed like witchcraft to our 
ancestors. Even animals can 
variously navigate using the earth’s magnetic field, 
stun their prey by electric shocks and see parts of the 
electromagnetic spectrum invisible to humans.  There 
is also some, albeit conflicting, evidence of adverse 
effects from the electrical field around high voltage 
power cables.  But, on an everyday level, there is a 
multitude of non-scientific beliefs in the existence of 
unseen influences acting upon us.   

These include beliefs in the existence of ghosts or 
spirits, the power of charms or spells, the 
effectiveness of crystal therapy, magnetic bracelets 
(blood does contain iron but is not subject to magnetic 
influence) or faith-healing, and in the protective 
helpfulness of having ‘good luck’ items such as St 
Christopher medallions, rabbits’ feet or whatever.  
Some believe in spiritualism, fortune-telling, Ouija-
boards, the occult, necromancy and other ways of 
communicating with the spirit world, and others in 
black magic and witchcraft.  To a rational, educated 
person these all appear to be supernatural nonsense 
yet belief in some of these can, in fact, enable their 
efficacy by the well-established power of the placebo 
effect.  Indeed, in a reverse placebo effect, Australian 
aborigines who believed in the power of witch doctors 
would actually lose the will to live and die when ‘the 
bone was pointed at them’.   

So where does this leave religious beliefs in ‘the 
spiritual realm’?  The Catholic Church still accredits 
miracles and indeed Pope John Paul II believed that 
the Virgin Mary saved his life by deflecting the bullet 
fired in the assassination attempt in 1981, on May 13, 
the feast of ‘Our Lady of Fátima’, and the bullet is 
welded to her crown at the shrine in Portugal.  If God 
exists, does he/she/it go in for divine intervention?  
Does God in some way ‘control’ the earth, deciding 
where and when events occur?  Allied to this is the 
belief that he can be bought off by offerings, 
sacrifices, scrupulous adherence to rules, righteous 
living, flagellation, fasting and so on.  Similarly with 
prayer, some believe that if only you pray hard 
enough or long enough or get enough people to pray, 
then God will somehow be forced to take notice, get 
out his magic wand and use it to deflect natural 
processes, to change the physical properties of 
materials, or to halt disease processes, etc.  Is there a 

Holy Spirit?  And do souls exist?  Is 
there an afterlife?  I suspect not, but I 
certainly don’t know the answers to 
these questions, although as a 
psychologist I do know that we all 
construct our own ‘reality’.   

However, whatever we believe I do 
not think we should throw away the 
knowledge that has been garnered 
cumulatively by scientists, 
astronomers, archaeologists, 
palaeontologists, psychologists, 
historians and scholars of biblical 
texts, but should retain our rationality 

and temper credulity with scepticism and questioning.  
It would be sad to slide back into an intellectual dark 
age by rigid unthinking literalism driven by a thirst for 
the spiritual.   

Michael Miller 

 

TRAWLING THE RELIGIOUS PRESS 
 
Harriet Baber, Professor of Philosophy at the 
University of San Diego, writes regularly for the 
Church Times and usually I find myself in sympathy 
with her view.  Not this time!   

She writes: ‘European secularism is not an anomaly 
but the leading edge of a global trend that has caught 
up the youngest generation of Americans.’  She 
points out that higher levels of material comfort and 
security lead to ‘modernity and secularism’, and 
religious belief is an ‘embarrassment’, leading her to 
the depressing conclusion that the Church can 
provide only ‘liturgy, sacred art, mysticism’ exclusively 
for the religious-minded.  Everything else can be 
obtained better and more cheaply from secular 
sources.   

In this country at any rate the secular tide has not 
submerged us all.  We Christians, though a minority, 
still exercise considerable influence in public affairs 
and society at large.  (So do other religions.)  Church 
attendances are no longer falling.  The Church still 
provides some services which secularism does not – 
there are no atheist soup kitchens!  These, however, 
are secondary considerations.  Far from being a snug 
coterie of like-minded eccentrics the Church is 
charged with a Gospel to proclaim. 

A certain church in Sheffield presents to the passing 
world a huge, blank concrete wall. This is Harriet 
Baber’s religion.  In another Sheffield church the east 
wall is made entirely of clear glass.  We can look past 
the altar and see across a little green to a row of 
shops so that we are fairly in the world, yet not of the 
world.  This is my religion.   

Fred Gould 
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BOOK REVIEW: 
 

LEAVING ALEXANDRIA: A MEMOIR 
OF FAITH AND DOUBT 

– an autobiography by Richard Holloway 
 
This is a disturbingly honest account of the spiritual 
journey of the former Bishop of Edinburgh and 
Primate of Scotland – a contemporary Pilgrim’s 
Progress.  It is an important work because it deals 
frankly with the big question facing more and more 
people today, both inside and outside the Churches: 
what do we mean when we talk about faith in God?   

The title refers to a poem by Constantine Cavafy: The 
god abandons Antony.  This is the Antony of Antony 
and Cleopatra and the city is Alexandria:  

‘don’t mourn your luck that’s failing now,  
…say goodbye to her, the Alexandria that is   
 leaving.’   

The poem is like a commentary on the story of 
Richard’s life and ministry in the Church.  It is a story 
of painful leavings and losses.  ‘Alexandria’ is a 
metaphor for all the longings and hopes that we have 
to leave behind as we go through life.   

Richard’s home was in a small town north of Glasgow 
also called Alexandria.  It was here that his dreams 
and longings were born: ‘I was looking for 
transcendence, “the beyond” that is sometimes 
encountered in the midst of things.’  This longing was 
given a new focus at the college and monastery at 
Kelham, near Newark.  His desire for commitment to 
a life of sanctity was undermined in due course, partly 
by feelings of guilt about sex, and he resigned from 
the Community after some eight years.   

Ordained priest, he served in the Gorbals where he 
found a Jesus very different from the one preached 
by the Church: this was a Jesus identified with the 
poor and given reality through the compassion of a 
few committed individuals.   

Years of parish work followed.  He was appointed 
Bishop of Edinburgh but this did not quell his growing 
dis-ease: God became ‘an Absence’ rather than ‘the 
Presence’.  The disconnect grew between the official 
Theology of the Church and Richard’s own version of 
Christianity.  ‘I had been propelled into Religion in 
search of a great love to which I could give myself 
away.  Religion may begin as a vehicle of longing for 
mysteries beyond description, but they end up 
claiming exclusive descriptive rights….they shift from 
poetry to packaging.’   

Richard was becoming increasingly alienated from 
many of his fellow Bishops in the Anglican 
Communion.  At the 1998 Lambeth Conference he 
was horrified by the vitriolic tone in which so many 
denounced homosexuality and the abuse aimed at 
those who disagreed.  In 1999 Richard published 
Godless Morality; this received an inappropriate and 
public condemnation from the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Rowan Williams, and subsequently 

friends he had trusted 
gathered behind his back 
and called for his 
resignation.  On All Souls’ 
Day 2000 he handed over 
40 years’ worth of 
sermons to the Edinburgh 
Cleaning Services, 
attended a party arranged 
by friends, dried his eyes and headed for the hills.   

Richard ends his story admitting that he is ‘tugged still 
by the possibility of the transcendent.  But only 
whispers and tugs: nothing louder or more violent.  
The whisper can still sometimes be heard.  And from 
a great way off the tiny figure of Jesus can be seen on 
the seashore lighting a fire.’   

Peter Fisher 

 

CAN YOU CREDIT IT? 
 
Earlier this year consumer magazine Which? reported 
that ‘pay-day loan lenders are charging astronomical 
interest rates and employing some dubious practices.’  
Consequently vulnerable people in need of a loan are 
drawn into unwise borrowing.  So how can we provide 
alternative affordable financial services?   

Sheffield Credit Union (SCU) is one proven way of 
successfully avoiding these risks.  SCU is a savings 
and loan co-operative that exists for the benefit of 
members who live or work in Sheffield.  Its mission is 
to provide members with access to fairly priced 
financial services and encourage the development of 
good financial practice.  Members collectively pool 
their savings and that money in turn is loaned out.  
After operating expenses and reserve requirements 
are met, loan income is returned to members in the 
form of a dividend and comprehensive financial 
services.  Members own and control the Credit Union 
and they decide on the distribution of surpluses.   

SCU’s management is of a voluntary nature, elected 
by members.  All UK Credit Unions are authorised 
and regulated by the Financial Services Authority 
(FSA) and the savings of members are insured up to 
the value of £85,000.   

Our morning Service on Sunday, 14 October 2012 
will confront financial exclusion.  SCU will describe its 
work and there will be a display at the back of church.  
Members of St Mark’s are invited to join SCU and 
deposit savings to increase its capital and thus 
expand the number of loans to those in need.   

Joining is easy!  It costs just £2 to join and £1 to start 
your savings.  After the morning service you will be 
able to join.  On completing an application form and 
producing identification (passport/utility bill), you can 
start saving.  Details and forms at 
http://sheffieldcreditunion.com.   

Robin Story 

 
Holloway 

http://sheffieldcreditunion.com/
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THIRTEEN THINGS YOU OUGHT TO 
KNOW ABOUT BROOMHALL 

– an inviting and informative introduction. 

 
1.  It is a GREAT PLACE TO LIVE!  Please take time to 
smile, say ’hello’ to your neighbours.  You will receive a 
friendly welcome.  You may get to enjoy some amazing 
food and hospitality, get to know people and make new 
friends.   

2.  Broomhall is named after Broom Hall, an historic 
building dating back to 1500.  It was set on fire in the local 
riots of 1791 and the famous David Mellor cutlery was 
manufactured there in the 1970s.   

3.  There are four local grocery shops: Costcutter and 
Broomhall Mini Market on Broomhall Street, Yasmin’s and 
Continental Stores on Filey Street, where you can buy 
every ingredient under the sun, from fresh meat to ready-
made meals, mangoes to curtain wires!   

4.  Broomhall Post Office no longer deals with passports 
but provides valuable and regular post office services.   

5.  ‘Bin day’ has been changed.  If you want information as 
to when to put your bins out you need to phone Veolia on 
0114 2263550.  Put cans, glass and plastic bottles into the 
blue bin, paper in blue boxes and the rest in the black bin.  
Bins are collected alternate weeks: blue bin one week, 
black the next.   

6.  Broomhall News is a monthly free newsletter, delivered 
free to 1,600 households.  It is written and delivered by 
volunteers, and anyone is free to contribute articles.   

Contact us on: broomhallnews@yahoo.co.uk or 
revstandrews@btinternet.com 

7.  The Broomhall Centre is for everyone and has many 
activities for local residents.  It is available for private hire 
with reduced rates for residents.   

8.  Welcome Place is held at the Broomhall Centre every 
Wednesday, 3-5pm and is a social meeting place for all 
residents new and old – a good place to find out what's 
going on.   

9.  We care about our streets and green environment.  
There is ancient woodland, a nature reserve, two 
community gardens, four play-parks and numerous other 
green spaces to enjoy in Broomhall.   

10.  The Broomhall Bus – M20.  There is a handy local bus 
to the city centre that snakes around Broomhall and stops 
when you hail it!  Route in Broomhall: Broomspring Lane> 
Dorset Street> Gloucester Street> Brunswick Street> 
Collegiate Crescent> Ecclesall Road.  You can catch it in 
Broomhall (Broomspring Lane) at 9.33am, 12.33 and 
2.33pm and back from town on Charter Row/Fitzwilliam 
Gate at 9.30am, 12.30 and 2.30pm.   

11.  There are over 20 local community groups you can get 
involved in, many of which need volunteers.  Contact 
Broomhall Forum (2709967) or Broomhall Centre 
(2709105) for more details.   

12.  Broomhall Mobile Library.  Every other Monday 
afternoon: Exeter Drive 1.45-2.15, Gloucester Street 2.25-
2.55.   

13.  There are two cafés in Broomhall: Jesus Centre Café, 
open Monday, Wednesday and Friday lunchtime at the 
bottom of Broomspring Lane, and Wilson Carlisle Centre 
Café at 50 Cavendish Street, open Monday – Friday 

8.30am-4.00pm.   

With kind permission of Broomhall News, 
Sept 2012 

WORKER WITH STUDENTS AND 
YOUNG ADULTS 

 
Hi, my name’s Jen 
Ryder.  I’ve taken 
over from Jelly 
recently and will now 
be responsible for 
the work with 
students and young 
adults.  I joined St 
Mark’s after moving 
to Sheffield to train 
to be a speech 
therapist at the 

University 10 years ago and stayed after my 
training when I got a job working in the NHS in 
Rotherham.   

I soon met James at St Mark’s (after hearing 
from many people about the male twins that my 
sister Ceri and I should meet!) and we were 
married in 2008.  After a couple of years in 
Sheffield we decided it was time for an adventure 
and we’ve just returned from a very enjoyable 
two years in New Zealand.  We loved the 
scenery, the weather, the opportunities to learn 
about the Maori culture and the weekends away 
camping by the sea.  It was difficult to leave our 
St Mark’s friends so soon after Dave had died 
and it was a very sad time to be away from home 
when Dan died, but we’ve created some special 
memories over there and made some lovely 
friends (including Ellen and Noel Bernstein whom 
some of you will remember from their time here).   

We’re really enjoying living back in Sheffield and 
reconnecting with all our friends and relatives.  
I’m working part-time in the same speech therapy 
team in Rotherham and James has got a new job 
doing web development for a company in 
Sheffield.  When I’m not at work I enjoy things 
like singing, playing the trumpet, swimming, 
reading, watching a bit of rubbish TV, having 
people round for dinner and finding a café with a 
good gluten-free cake!  And I’m looking forward 
to my next visit to Iona with Ceri later this year.   

I’m really looking forward to welcoming new 
students to St Mark’s this year and getting to 
know all the students and young adults who’ve 
joined us since I’ve been in NZ.  I’d encourage 
you all to keep your eyes open for all new people 
at Church who need someone to chat to after the 
service – we can all make a difference to how 
welcoming the Church is, and from experience 
(of visiting new Churches in NZ) it really can 
affect someone’s experience and perception of a 
Church.   

Jen Ryder 
 

 

 
 

mailto:broomhallnews@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:revstandrews@btinternet.com
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CONGRATULATIONS 

 

Renate and Ian Smith are delighted to announce 
the births of their grandchildren, Lucy Isla in 
Manchester and Adefela Adenekan in London, both 
within four months of each other.  There will be a lot 
of visiting to do and a wonderful Christmas in 
prospect! 

 

A FUTURE THAT WORKS 
 
The TUC have called for a national demonstration 
in London on Saturday, 20 October 2012 to oppose 
the public spending cuts and austerity regime of the 
current coalition government, under the slogan ‘A 
Future That Works’.  The Campaign for a Fair 
Society has shown that 25% of the cuts fall on the 
frail, elderly and severely disabled, while False 
Economy (www.falseeconomy.org) estimates that 
the poorest 10% will suffer 15 times more from the 
cuts than the richest 10% – though the richest, 
helped by cuts in their taxes, now earn 500 times 
as much as the poorest.   

Paul Krugman, Nobel Prize-winning US economist 
said that the coalition is ‘using the deficit panic as 
an excuse to dismantle social programs…  In fact 
economic recovery was never the point; the drive 
for austerity was about using the crisis, not solving 
it.  And it still is.’  (NY Times, 31 May)   

‘Big Society’, including the Churches, is supposed 
to compensate for the shrinking of the welfare 
state, but in fact voluntary sector funding has also 
been slashed and there is no suggestion as to how 
the massive gaps in provision might be filled.  This 
led Archbishop Rowan Williams to say in his new 
book: ‘Big Society rhetoric is all too often heard by 
many therefore as aspirational waffle designed to 
conceal a deeply damaging withdrawal of the state 
from its responsibilities to the most vulnerable.’   

The march will set off from Victoria Embankment at 
noon to a rally in Hyde Park.  Coaches from 
Sheffield £10/£5, phone or text 07449 324813 to 
book.  Also many unions are putting on coaches 
free to members (my family and I are going with 
Unison).  Phone me for further info – 0114 
2746362. 

Margaret Stone 

WHO’S WHO 
 

Vicar: Rev’d  Dr Ian Wallis 267 0362 

Associate Vicar Rev’d Sue 
Hammersley 

327 6908 

Curate Rev’d Shan Rush 075981 

56817 

Lay Reader Anne Padget 266 3613 

Hon. Staff:  Rev’d Dr Michael 
Bayley 

258 5248 

 Rev’d Peter Fisher 01246 

292232 

 Rev’d Mark Newitt 231 0202 

 Rev’d Canon Michael 
Page 

266 3798 

 Rev’d John Wood 266 5173 

Director of  Music  Vacant  

Wardens: Mr Gary Grief 231 6031 

 Mr Michael Hunt 285 1473 

Treasurer:  Mr David Ryder 230 3242 

Asst. Treasurer: Mrs Judith Pitchforth 230 7685 

PCC Secretary:  Miss Tanya Ralph 232 6696 

Transport: Mrs Briony Tayler 235 0174 

Worker with older 
people: 

Miss Janet Brown  268 0976 

Worker with 
Students and 
Young Adults 

Mrs Jen Ryder 07708792995 

Youth Club:  Dr Dilys Noble  266 1372 

Lunch Club:  Mrs Briony Tayler  235 0174 

 Mrs Rosalind 
Rogerson 

268 1426 

MadCats:       Rev’d Sue 
Hammersley 

327 6908 

Sunday Club: Mrs Sarah 
Armstrong  

266 3023 

Lions: Mr Alistair Sutcliffe 258 2459 

Committees:   

International: Rev’d Shan Rush 075981 

56817 

Social Resp.: Mr David Price 296 0806 

Home Donations: Mrs Miranda Myers 268 0043 

Finance & Fabric Dr Philip Booth 255 0634 

Child Protection: 

 

Vulnerable 
Adults: 

Deni Ennals 

 

Jane Padget 

07771 786819 

258 5512 

07921 863281 

Servers: Mr Jon Hughes 07751 865599 

Library Team: Rev’d Peter Fisher 327 4718 

 Mrs M Bownas 230 2757 

 

The Vicar normally takes Friday as a day off. 

The Associate Vicar normally takes Tuesday as a 
day off. 

 
THE CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN DAILY 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
FROM 9.00 AM TO 1.00 PM 

Church Administrator: Anne Padget 
TEL. 0114 266 3613 & 07736 527777 

Email: office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
Visit us on www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
 

 
Adefela 

 
Lucy 

http://www.falseeconomy.org/
mailto:office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
http://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/
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INTER FAITH IN FICTION 

 
Members of five faiths or world 

views present a novel which reflects 
their belief. 

After refreshments there will be the 
opportunity for questions and 

discussion. 

Tuesday October 23rd 2012 
2.00pm 

St. Andrew's United Reformed Church 
Hall 

Upper Hanover Street 
Sheffield S3 7RQ 

Admission free but donations to help 
cover costs invited (£4 suggested) 

For further details and to book: 
Tel (0114) 255 4962 
Email: judith.adam51@btinternet.com 

Can you recommend a novel which 
reflects your belief?  Please bring the 
details and we will compile a list to 
share. 

Part of the Off the Shelf Festival 
 

October Highlights 
      

  7 Sun Harvest Sunday 
    8.00am 

10.00am 
 
12 noon 
 8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist: 
All Age 
Parish Lunch 
Night Service - Holy 
Communion 

  8 Mon   6.00pm "Exploring Faith" 
10 Wed 12 noon 

  7.00pm 
  7.00pm 

Lunch and Friendship Club 
Children's Committee 
InSpire - Meditation 

11 Thu 11.00am 
  6.00pm 
   

Discussion Group 
Choir Practice 

14 Sun Trinity 19 
    8.00am 

10.00am 
 
 
   
8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist 
(Focus: Sheffield Credit 
Union), Sunday Club & 
Lions 
Night Service  

15 Mon   6.00pm 
  7.30pm 

"Exploring Faith" 
"Living Thinking Faith" 

17 Wed 12 noon 
  8.00pm   

Lunch and Friendship Club 
InSpire (at Whirlow) 

20 Thu 11.00am 
  6.00pm 
 

Discussion Group 
Choir Practice 
 

21 Sun Trinity 20 
    8.00am 

10.00am 
 
  8.00pm   

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist 
(Preacher: Shan Rush)  
Night Service  

22 
23 

Mon 
Tue 

  7.30pm 
  7.30pm 

"Living Thinking Faith" 
Parochial Church Council 

24 Wed 12 noon 
  7.45pm 

Lunch and Friendship Club 
InSpire - Onyx Brass at the 
Crucible 

25 Thu 11.00am 
  6.00pm   
   

Discussion Group 
Choir Practice 
 

28 Sun Pledge Sunday 
    8.00am 

10.00am 
 
  6.00pm 
 
  8.00pm   

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist, 
Sunday Club & Lions  
Commemoration of the 
Departed 
Night Service  

29 Mon   7.30pm "Living Thinking Faith" 
31 Wed 12 noon 

  8.00pm 
Lunch and Friendship Club 
InSpire - Social evening 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Weekday Worship:  
 
Monday 9.00am: Holy Communion 
Tuesday 8.00am: Silent Prayer 
Wednesday & Friday 8.00am: Holy Communion 
Thursday 10.30am: Holy Communion 
 
Evening Prayer or a time of silent prayer takes place 
in the Chapel at 5.00 pm, Monday – Friday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Messenger editorial team: Hazel Elliott-Kemp, 
Carol Rowe, David Price, Dez Martin, John 
Bramley.  This issue was edited by Hazel. 
 
The Editors welcome comments and 
suggestions, and invite contributions. Items 
should be submitted by 15

th 
of the month to 

be considered for the next edition. It should be 
noted that the Editors cannot guarantee to 
publish material and wish to point out that 
items included do not necessarily reflect their 
views or those of the Parochial Church 
Council. 
 

 

Concerts at St Mark’s this month 

Young Person’s Concert 
A Painter’s Palette; The Colours of the Orchestra 

with the Sheffield Symphony Orchestra 
Saturday, 20

th
 October 2012 at 3.00 pm 

 
 


