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Welcome to St Mark’s Church 

Night Service: Compline 

The Power of God's Love 

 

 

 

 

 

 
13 May 2012 

at 8.00 pm 

 

 

Service Order 

 
Gathering 
 

Welcome! 

 Take time to settle. 

  Use these opening minutes to ... 
 

Become aware ... 

 of the surroundings, 

  of those around, 

   of those you carry within. 
 

Reflect on the past week. 
 

Call to mind ... 

 someone or something to give thanks for, 

  an occasion when you let yourself down or failed someone, 

   a person or situation for whom you’re concerned. 
 

Offer them to God ... 

 
Greeting & Introduction 
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Prayers of Approach 
 

The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end.   
 

Amen. 
 

Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

Who made heaven and earth. 
 

Silence to reflect on the past week. 
 

A minister leads. 
 

I confess to God 

and in the company of all God’s people 

that my life and the life of the world 

are broken by my sin. 
 

May God forgive you, Christ renew you, 

and the Spirit enable you to grow in love. 
 

Amen. 
 

The gathered community responds. 
 

We confess to God 

and in the company of all God’s people 

that our lives and the life of the world 

are broken by our sin. 
 

May God forgive you, Christ renew you, 

and the Spirit enable you to grow in love. 
 

Amen. 

 
Opening Responses 
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Hymn 
 

 
 

BEFORE the ending of the day, 

Creator of the world, we pray, 

that you, with steadfast love, would keep 

your watch around us while we sleep. 

 

From evil dreams defend our sight, 

from fears and terrors of the night; 

tread under foot our deadly foe 

that we no sinful thought may know. 

 

O Father, that we ask be done 

through Jesus Christ, your only Son; 

and Holy Spirit, by whose breath 

our souls are raised to life from death. 
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Psalm 27 
 

Recited alternatively (1 – ‘organ’ side; 2 – ‘pulpit’ side), with a short pause at each  
 

1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  

 The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
 

2 When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh -  

 my adversaries and foes -  

 they shall stumble and fall. 
 

1 Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear;  

 though war rise up against me, yet I will be confident. 
 

2 One thing I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after:  

 to live in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, 

 to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in his temple. 
 

1 For he will hide me in his shelter in the days of trouble;  

 he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 

 he will set me high on a rock. 
 

2 Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me, 

 and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; 

 I will sing and make melody to the LORD. 
 

1 Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud,  

 be gracious to me and answer me! 
 

2 ‘Come,’ my heart says, ‘seek his face!’  

 Your face LORD do I seek. 
 

1 Do not hide your face from me.  

 Do not turn your servant away in anger, you who have been my help. 

 Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, O God of my salvation! 
 

2 If my father and mother forsake me,  

 the LORD will take me up. 
 

1 Teach me your way, O LORD,  

 and lead me on a level path because of my enemies. 
 

2 Do not give me up to the will of my adversaries, 

 for false witnesses have risen against me, 

 and they are breathing out violence. 
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1 I believe that I shall see the goodness of the LORD  

 in the land of the living. 
 

2 Wait for the LORD;  

 be strong, and let your heart take courage; 

 wait for the LORD! 
 

Give praise to God, the Creator, 

to the Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord,  

to the Spirit who dwells in our hearts, 

both now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Bible Reading – Song of Solomon 4:16-5:2, 8:6-7 

 

Awake, O north wind,  

 and come, I south wind!   

Blow upon my garden  

 that its fragrance may be wafted abroad.   

Let my beloved come to his garden,  

 and eat its choicest fruits.   

I come to my garden, my sister, my bride;  

 I gather my myrrh with my spice,  

 I eat my honeycomb with my honey.   

 I drink my wine with my milk. 

Eat, friends, drink, 

 and be drunk with love.   
 

Set me as a seal upon your heart,  

 as a seal upon your arm;  

for love is strong as death,  

 passion fierce as the grave.   

Its flashes are flashes of fire,  

 a raging flame.   

Many waters cannot quench love,  

 neither can the floods drown it.   

If one offered for love  

 all the wealth of one’s house,  

 it would be utterly scorned. 
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Reflection  

 
Silence 
 

An extended period of silence (10 minutes, approximately). 

 
Responsory 
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Canticle – Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis) 
 

 
 

Sung by a cantor. 
 

1 NOW, LORD, you let your servant go in peace: 

 your word has been fulfilled.  
 

2 My own eyes have seen the salvation 

 which you have prepared in the sight of every people;  
 

3 A light to reveal you to the nations 

 and the glory of your people Israel.  Luke 2.29-32. 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son  

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now  

and shall be for ever.  Amen. 
 

Sung together. 
 

 

 
Prayers 
 

Be present, O merciful God, 

and protect us through the silent hours of this night, 

so that we who are wearied 

by the changes and chances of this fleeting world, 

may rest upon your eternal changelessness; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Keep watch, dear Lord, 

with those who wake, or watch, or weep this night, 

and give your angels charge over those who sleep. 

Tend the sick, 

give rest to the weary, 

sustain the dying, 

calm the suffering, 

and pity the distressed; 

all for your love’s sake, O Christ our Redeemer.  Amen. 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Closing Responses & Blessing 
 

In peace we will lie down and sleep;  

for you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety. 
 

Abide with us, Lord Jesus, 

for the night is at hand and the day is now past. 
 

As the night watch looks for the morning, 

so do we look for you, O Christ. 
 

The Lord bless us and watch over us; 

the Lord make his face shine upon us and be gracious to us; 

the Lord look kindly on us and give us peace.  Amen. 

 
Printed on recycled paper.  This service is based on the order of Night Prayer contained in 

‘Common Worship: Daily Prayer’ © The Archbishops’ Council 2005 and ‘Celebrating Night 

Prayer with Music’ © The European Province of the Society of Saint Francis 1994. 


