
 

 

Welcome to the Parish Church of St Mark 

Serving the people of Broomhill & Broomhall 

 
T H E  F E A S T  O F  

P A R A D I S E  

 

 

A Serv ice of  Chr ist ian Hospita l i ty  

for  the Season of  Easter with Act of  Commiss ion  

of  Chr ist ian Aid Col lectors  

 
13 May 2012 at 10.00 am 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 
Welcome 

 

Welcome and greetings, especially if you are new to St Mark’s.  

May you discover here what you are seeking and find 

companionship for life’s journey. This service takes the form of a 

simple, yet profound, meal of thanksgiving and companionship, a 

Eucharist or Holy Communion, which originates in the ministry 

of Jesus and has characterised Christian worship ever since.  
 

To use the Induction Loop, please select the T Setting on your 

hearing aid.  We ask that mobile phones and pagers be switched 

off or set to silent mode.  Large print versions of worship 

materials are available. 

 
Preparing for worship 

 

Mysterious God, 

surprise us with your presence, 

breathe new life into our souls, 

fan the embers of our faith 

into the passion of Christ. 
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Gathering 

 
Organ Voluntary: 

Prelude on ‘Rhosymedre’ – Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958). 

 
Welcome 

 
Hymn 

 
1 

COME DOWN, O Love divine, 

seek thou this soul of mine, 

and visit it with 

thine own ardour glowing; 

O comforter, draw near, 

within my heart appear, 

and kindle it, 

thy holy flame bestowing. 

 
2 

O let it freely burn, 

till earthly passions turn 

to dust and ashes, 

in its heat consuming; 

and let thy glorious light 

shine ever on my sight, 

and clothe me round, 

the while my path illuming. 

3 

Let holy charity 

mine outward vesture be, 

and lowliness become 

mine inner clothing; 

true lowliness of heart, 

which takes the humbler part, 

and o’er its own shortcomings 

weeps with loathing. 

 
4 

And so the yearning strong, 

with which the soul will long, 

shall far outpass 

the power of human telling; 

for none can guess its grace, 

till we become the place 

wherein the Holy Spirit 

makes his dwelling. 

 
 Bianco da Siena (d 1434). 

 Tune: Down Ampney. 
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Prayers of Approach  
 

Alleluia, Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 
 

May God be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

EVER-LOVING GOD, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden; 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Christ entrusts to us the good news of his risen life; 

sometimes our hearts and minds are closed, 

often we fail in our discipleship. 
 

Quietness for reflection. 
 

When we have denied your claim upon our lives 

or doubted your power to revive us. 
 

Forgive us, O Lord. 
 

When we have run away from the challenges of your kingdom 

or betrayed you through our words and deeds. 
 

Forgive us, O Lord. 
 

When our motivations have been self-serving  

or our allegiance to you skin-deep. 
 

Forgive us, O Lord. 
 

Spirit of God, 

breathe forgiveness upon us: 

release within us 

the life of Christ.   Amen. 



3 

Gloria  
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Collect 
 

Let us pray.  (please remain standing) 
 

God of undying love, 

in whom all humanity 

finds friendship and fulfilment: 

draw us into your covenant of love 

that we may learn 

to recognise you  

in friend and stranger 

and to serve them 

in Christ’s name.  Amen. 

 
Attending 

 
Reading – Isaiah 55. 1 – 11, read by Pat Hunt 
 

A reading from the prophecy of Isaiah.  
 

HO, EVERYONE who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no 

money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and 

without price.  2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not 

bread, and your labour for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to 

me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food.  3 Incline 

your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with 

you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David.   4 See, I 

made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the 

peoples.  5 See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations 

that do not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your God, 

the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.  6 Seek the LORD while 

he may be found, call upon him while he is near; 7 let the wicked forsake 

their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the 

LORD, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will 

abundantly pardon.  8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are 

your ways my ways, says the LORD.  9 For as the heavens are higher than 

the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than 

your thoughts.  10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

and do not return there until they have watered the earth, making it bring 
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forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11 so 

shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me 

empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the 

thing for which I sent it. 
 

Let us listen for the word of the Lord. 
 

A time of quietness for reflection. 

 
Hymn 
 

Children and young people leave for their groups. 
 

IN CHRIST there is no east nor west, 

in him no south or north, 

but one great fellowship of love 

throughout the whole wide earth. 
 

In him shall true hearts ev’rywhere 

their high communion find. 

His service is the golden cord 

close binding humankind. 
 

Join hands, united in the faith, 

whate’er your race may be; 

who serve my Father as their own 

are surely kin to me. 
 

In Christ now meet both east and west, 

in him meet south and north; 

all Christlike souls are one in him 

throughout the whole wide earth. 
 

 (John Oxenham) (1852-1941). 

 Tune: Kilmarnock. 

 
Gospel – John 15. 9 – 17. 
 

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
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AS THE FATHER has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love.  10 If 

you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept 

my Father’s commandments and abide in his love.  11 I have said these 

things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 

complete.  12 ‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I 

have loved you.  13 No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s 

life for one’s friends.  14 You are my friends if you do what I command you.  
15 I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 

know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I 

have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father.  16 

You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and 

bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you 

ask him in my name.  17 I am giving you these commands so that you may 

love one another. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon – Professor John Hull 
 

Emeritus Professor of Theological Education, University of Birmingham 

and Honorary Professor, Queen’s Foundation. 
 

Faces of Inclusion: Disability & Impairment. 
 

The sermon is followed by a time of quietness for reflection. 

 
Responding 

 
Prayers of Solidarity & Concern, led by Liz Wallis 
 

One of these or another set of biddings and responses is used. 
 

Your kingdom come. God of our yearning. 

Your will be done. We seek you. 
 

God of justice, truth and love. Ever-beckoning God. 

Inspire us with your Spirit We seek your presence 

to let your Kingdom come.  Amen. and will serve you.  Amen. 
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Greeting of Peace 
 

The risen Christ stood among his disciples and said, 

‘Peace be with you. 

As the Father has sent me, so I send you. 

Receive the Holy Spirit.’   John 20.19-20. 
 

The peace of our crucified and risen Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

We share Christ’s peace with one another, especially with those who 

are unfamiliar or from whom we are estranged. 

 
Hymn 
 

A collection is taken for the ministry of St Mark’s.  If you are a taxpayer, please 

place your gift in one of the yellow envelopes provided, writing your name and 

address on the front.  If you leave the envelope blank, we are unable to 

reclaim tax under the ‘Gift Aid’ scheme.  Thank you. 
 

GREAT GOD, your love has called us here, 

as we, by love for love were made. 

Your living likeness still we bear, 

though marred, dishonoured, disobeyed. 

We come, with all our heart and mind 

your call to hear, your love to find. 
 

We come with self-inflicted pains 

of broken trust and chosen wrong, 

half-free, half-bound by inner chains, 

by social forces swept along, 

by powers and systems close confined, 

yet seeking hope for humankind. 
 

Great God, in Christ you call our name 

and then receive us as your own, 

not through some merit, right or claim, 

but by your gracious love alone. 

We strain to glimpse your mercy seat 

and find you kneeling at our feet. 
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Then take the towel, and break the bread, 

and humble us, and call us friends. 

Suffer and serve till all are fed, 

and show how grandly love intends 

to work till all creation sings, 

to fill all worlds, to crown all things. 
 

Great God, in Christ you set us free 

your life to live, your joy to share. 

Give us your Spirit’s liberty 

to turn from guilt and dull despair 

and offer all that faith can do Brian Wren (b 1936). 

while love is making all things new. Tune: Ryburn. 

 

Abiding 
 

Preparation 
 

Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, and the collection, are offered. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

may our hearts be open to your love, 

our doors to friend and stranger, 

our table to all who hunger, 

and our lives to your risen life. 
 

 New Zealand Prayer Book. 

 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray. (please sit or kneel) 
 

May God be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

God of undying love, 

we gather in Jesus’ name 

as he commanded us to do. 



9 

We remember his life 

with thanksgiving and honour; 

we lament his death 

with sorrow in our hearts 

and a deep passion for his ways 

as we lay ourselves open 

to his presence among us. 

 

We make our stand 

with those in every age, 

who have struggled to remain faithful 

amidst failure and doubt,  

seeking the life of Jesus 

that his life may live on in us 

as we raise our voices in acclamation: 

 

 
 

And now, it is our duty and our joy, 

to remember how, 

on the night he entrusted his life  

into the hands of friends and detractors, 

Jesus celebrated your kingdom 

in the company of his own. 
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He took a loaf of bread, 

praised you for its goodness, 

broke it into pieces 

and offered it to them, 

saying, ‘Take, eat, 

this is my body’ – 

food for all who hunger, 

my life for the world. 
 

A little later, 

he took a cup of wine, 

blessed it, 

and offered it to his companions, 

saying, ‘Take, drink, 

this is the cup of the new covenant’ – 

forged from forgiveness, 

sealed with my blood. 
 

Come, Breath of God, 

come, Spirit of new Life, 

breathe upon us 

and upon these gifts, 

that bread and wine, 

flesh and blood, 

may reveal your loving purposes 

and fulfil your gracious will.  Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer & Communion 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
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The bread is broken. 
 

Be present, be present, Lord Jesus Christ,  

crucified and risen; 

make yourself known 

in the breaking of bread. 
 

Words of invitation follow. 
 

I am the bread of life, says the Lord. 

Whoever comes to me will never be hungry; 

whoever believes in me will never thirst. 

Taste and see that the Lord is good: 

happy are those who place their trust in him. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Afterwards, the choir will sing: ‘Ave Verum Corpus,’ William Byrd (1543-1623). 
 

At the conclusion, silence is shared. 
 

 
 

Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread 

and wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar 

rail with those around you. Gluten-free bread rolls are used. 
 

During administration, we sing together: 
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Venturing 

 
Prayers of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

crucified yet ever living, 

be the communion between us, 

the sustenance we share, 

and the life we long to embody. Amen. 

 
Notices 

 

Act of Commission – Christian Aid Collectors 
 

The focus of this year’s Christian Aid Week is Sierra Leone. 
 

Christian Aid Collectors are invited to stand. 
 

Let us pray. 

 

God, who is more 

than we can ever imagine, 

give us a bigger picture of the world; 

give us a broader view of justice; 

give us dreams of love 

that are not defined 

by boundaries of geography 

or race or religion, 

or by the limitations 

of worldly structures and systems. 

 

Enlarge our imaginations 

and inspire our courage 

this Christian Aid Week 

to put ourselves in that bigger picture. 
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Keep us struggling, 

keep us faithful, 

keep us strong, 

so that we never give up 

on the promise of your kingdom, 

where the world is transformed, 

and all can enjoy life in all its fullness.  Amen. 
 

 Prayer for Christian Aid Week. 
 

Words of commissioning follow. 
 

Go in the faith of Christ; 

may the offering of your time 

release in those whom you meet 

generosity of spirit 

and compassion for the people of Sierra Leone, 

in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
Blessing 
 

May the love of the Lord Jesus draw you to himself, 

may the power of the Lord Jesus strengthen you in his service, 

may the joy of the Lord Jesus fill your hearts; 
 

and may the blessing of God, 

Creator, Christ and Sacred Spirit 

rest upon you and all whom you love, 

both living and departed, 

now and always. Amen. 

 
Hymn 
 

O GOD OF HOPES, desires and dreams, 

you plant within our mind 

the vision of a better world, 

more just and fair and kind. 

Give us the strength to carry through 

those dreams and make them real, 

in every corner of your world 

that we can touch and heal. 
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O Christ, who faced  the hostile crowd, 

enduring scorn and pain. 

you know the fears that hold us back, 

and bind us like a chain. 

Give us the courage that can face 

the fear and still stand fast, 

that we, like you, may bear the cross 

that sets us free at last. 
 

O Spirit of the living God, 

you plant within our soul 

a yearning for a deeper life -  

a life that’s full and whole. 

God, may that yearning be the heart 

of all we think and do, 

until we’re filled with your great love 

and live complete in you. Ray Vincent. 
 Tune Kingsfold. 

 
Commission (please face the back of church) 

 

Go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 
Organ voluntary: 

Postlude – William Mathias (1934-1992). 

 
Refreshments are served in the lounge. 

Please stay if you can. 

 

 
Printed on recycled paper. 

 

The following sources have been used in compiling this service:  ‘Common Worship: Services 

and Prayers for the Church of England’; ‘The New Zealand Prayer Book (1989)’; and locally 

crafted texts. The musical setting of the liturgy is by Noel Rawsthorne. 
 

Hymns and songs are reproduced under Church Copyright Licence Number 294846.  

The images are by the sisters of Turvey Abbey. 
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Christian Aid Week: 13–19 May 2012 

 
Let’s give the tools to help people 

in poverty out of poverty 

 

 
 
THOUSANDS OF CHURCHES will stand together this Christian Aid Week 

to speak out for change. Some 100,000 committed volunteers will go out and 

put their faith into action, raising funds to help some of the world’s poorest 

and most vulnerable people. This includes Britain’s largest house-to-house 

collection – an extraordinary act of witness, demonstrating to our 

communities that we care about poverty and justice.  

 
This year, Christian Aid Week tells the story of remarkable change taking 

place in a community in rural Sierra Leone. Sierra Leone is one of the 

hungriest countries in the world. But helped by Christian Aid partner the 

Methodist Church of Sierra Leone (MCSL), some people there have found 

the tools to move beyond hunger and speak out for the changes they want to 

see.   

 
Christian Aid currently works with 507 partner organisations in 47 countries 

around the world. From Sierra Leone to Tajikistan, from Kenya to Bolivia, we 

are helping communities to make their voices heard and look towards a 

brighter future.  

 
We believe that poverty is a scandal and that it can be ended. Look out for 

local events and discover how you can get involved by contacting your 

Christian Aid Week representative, or by visiting caweek.org. 

 

 


