
 

Welcome to the Parish Church of St Mark 

Serving the people of Broomhill & Broomhall 

 
P A L M  S U N D A Y  

 

 

 
A Ser v i c e  o f  Chr i s t i an  Hosp i t a l i t y  

a l so  known a s  the  Euchar i s t  or  Ho ly  Commun ion  

 
Sunday 1 April 2012 at 10.00 am 
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Welcome 

 

Welcome and greetings, especially if you are new to St Mark’s.  May 

you discover here what you are seeking and find companionship for 

life’s journey.  Please say hello before you go.  

 

This service takes the form of a simple, yet profound, meal of 

thanksgiving and companionship, a Eucharist or Holy Communion, 

which originates in the ministry of Jesus and has characterised 

Christian worship through the centuries.  

 

To use the Induction Loop, please select the T Setting on your hearing 

aid.  We ask that mobile phones and pagers be switched off or set to 

silent mode.  Large print versions of worship materials are available. 

 
Preparing for worship 

 

Today is Palm Sunday when we re-enact Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem 

which sets the scene for the culmination of his ministry.  To help us 

engage with the unfolding drama of Jesus’ final week, the passion 

narrative is related in full, this year, from Mark’s Gospel. 

 

Palm Sunday also invites us to reflect on Jerusalem and its environs 

today – a city and region where religions, cultures and peoples still 

struggle to live peaceably together.  

 
     

 
Today, Christ’s passion begins, 

his fate falls into other people’s hands – 

fearful followers, volatile masses, 

threatened religious leaders, 

capricious politicians, 

ruthless soldiers ... 
 

... amongst whom 

will we be found? 
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Gathering 

 
The service starts in St Mark’s car park. 

Palm crosses are distributed as the congregation gathers. 

 
Introduction & Liturgy of the Palms 
 

Fellow pilgrims in Christ, 

we gather outside the walls of this holy place 

to remember Jesus’ final journey to Jerusalem. 

We remember how he once wept over this city 

and continues to weep. 

We join with the crowds who lined the streets 

and the disciples who walked by his side, 

as, hopeful yet fearful, 

we welcome Jesus, our servant king. 
 

Holding palm crosses, members of the congregation pray together. 
 

LORD OF LIFE, 

whose undying love 

drove Jesus to Jerusalem to suffer and to die, 

let these palm crosses be for us 

signs of his sacrifice and symbols of his love; 

and grant that we who bear them in his name 

may be faithful to his way 

and hopeful in his service.  Amen. 

 
The Palm Gospel – Mark 11. 1 – 10. 
 

Hear again the story of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. 
 

WHEN THEY WERE APPROACHING Jerusalem, at Bethphage and 

Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples 2 and 

said to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you 

enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it 

and bring it.  3 If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say 

this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’’  4 They 
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went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they 

were untying it, 5 some of the bystanders said to them, ‘What are you 

doing, untying the colt?’  6 They told them what Jesus had said; and they 

allowed them to take it.  7 Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw 

their cloaks on it; and he sat on it.  8 Many people spread their cloaks on 

the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields.  
9 Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, 

‘Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 10 

Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the 

highest heaven!’ 

 
Palm Procession 
 

Let us go forth to Jerusalem with eager expectation 

to worship the King of kings and Lord of lords. 
 

The procession sets off, waiving palms and singing, ‘Oh when the saints …..’ 
 

OH WHEN THE SAINTS, go marching in, 

oh when the saints go marching in. 

I want to be in that number, 

when the saints go marching in. 

 
Greeting & Prayer of Approach 
 

Hosanna to the Son of David, the King of Israel. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The Lord be with you: 

And also with you. 
 

GOD OF ALL HOPEFULNESS, 

you call us out of darkness 

to dwell in your glorious light: 

open our hearts to your love 

and our minds to your truth, 

that we may learn to worship what is worthy 

and to serve what is good, 

in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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Hymn 

 
During this hymn, children and young people leave for their groups. 

 
1 

MY SONG is love unknown, 

my Saviour’s love to me, 

love to the loveless shown, 

that they might lovely be. 

O who am I, that for my sake 

my Lord should take frail flesh, and 

die? 

 
2 

He came from his blest throne, 

salvation to bestow; 

but sin made blind, and none 

the longed-for Christ would know. 

But O, my Friend, my Friend 

indeed, 

who at my need his life did spend. 
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Sometimes they strew his way, 

and his sweet praises sing; 

resounding all the day 

hosannas to their King. 

Then ‘Crucify!’ is all their breath, 

and for his death they thirst and 

cry. 
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Why, what hath my Lord done? 

What makes this rage and spite? 

He made the lame to run, 

he gave the blind their sight. 

Sweet injuries! yet they at these 

themselves displease, and ‘gainst him 

rise. 

 
5 

They rise, and needs will have  

my dear Lord made away; 

a murderer they save, 

the Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet patient he to suffering goes, 

that he his foes from death might 

free. 

 
6 

Here might I stay and sing: 

no story so divine; 

never was love, dear King, 

never was grief like thine! 

This is my Friend, in whose sweet 

praise 

I all my days could gladly spend. 

 

 
 Words: Samuel Crossman (1624-84). 

 Tune: ‘Love Unknown,’ John Ireland (1879-1961). 
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Collect 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Humble Lord, 

while people clamoured for a warrior-king, 

the colt revealed your servanthood: 

as you face the way of tears, 

the tearing of the temple veil, 

take us from the baying mob 

to place our faith in you, 

Jesus Christ, our victim and our saviour. Amen. 
 

 Prayers for an Inclusive Church 

 
Attending 

 
The Passion Gospel  

 

Members of the church community narrate Mark’s 

account of Jesus’ final days, from the entry into 

Jerusalem till his death on the cross. 
 

Please remain seated and be ready to join in the 

crowd’s response to Pilate. 
 

Then what we you wish me to do with 

the man you call the ‘King of the Jews?’ 

Crucify him!  
 

Why, what evil has he done?  

(louder) Crucify him!  
 

When the Evangelist leaves the lectern, 

please stand and face the back of church. 
 

When the Evangelist returns to the lectern 

and recommences, please sit down. 
 

The Passion Gospel is followed by an extended period of reflection. 
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Responding 

 
Prayers of Solidarity & Concern, led by Anne Padget 

 
One of these or another set of biddings and responses is used. 

 
Your kingdom come. God of our yearning. 

Your will be done. We seek you. 

 
God of justice, truth and love. Ever-beckoning God. 

Inspire us with your Spirit We seek your presence 

to let your Kingdom come.  Amen. and will serve you.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of Penitence & Renewal 

 
Hear the summons of Christ, 

Whoever desires to save their life will lose it 

and whoever is willing to lose their life for my sake, 

and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. Mark 8.35. 

 
The Kyries are sung. 

 

 
 

  



7 

Loving God, at this time, 

we remember that going up to Jerusalem 

cost Jesus his very life. 

So we come before you, 

conscious of the way religious words 

and holy phrases 

can slip so easily from our lazy lips 

and our hardened hearts. 

 

What do we really know 

of your mountainous truth, 

your rock-hard integrity, 

the depth of your suffering for love of us all? 

 
Pause for reflection. 

 

Forgive us for the shallowness of our faith, 

and the timidity of our following: 

forgive us for the ready excuses 

we make for going our own way 

and claiming it as yours. 

 

By your Spirit, 

turn us round 

and show us how to be open 

to your faithfulness and freedom, 

that we may live 

new lives 

and be bearers 

of the seeds of your Kingdom, 

in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
 John Harvey. 
 

May God forgive you, 

Christ renew you 

and the Spirit enable you 

to grow in love.  Amen. 
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Greeting of Peace 
 

Christ is our peace, 

creating in himself a new humanity, 

reconciling all people to one another and to God. 
 

 cf Ephesians 2.14-16. 
 

We meet in Christ’s name and share in his peace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

We share Christ’s peace with one another, 

especially with those who are unfamiliar 

or from whom we are estranged. 

 
Hymn 
 

A collection is taken for the ministry of St Mark’s.  If you are a taxpayer and are not 

currently a member of the church’s planned giving scheme, please place your gift in one 

of the envelopes provided, writing your name and address on the front.  Thank you. 
 

WE COME to wait and watch and be, not knowing 

what lies ahead, which ways we shall be going. 

So Christ, it was with you; you let love lead you; 

through pain it freed you. 
 

We come to see, to heighten our awareness 

that love, impassioned love in all its rareness, 

will spend itself in love, and be accepted – 

or be rejected. 
 

We come to mourn the passion of creation; 

we mourn earth’s suffering, mourn her devastation. 

May love transform our greed and thoughtless dealing 

and bring earth healing. 
 

We come to let go fear, let go of blaming, 

let go of judging others, others shaming. 

O may we follow love, tough love and tender, 

all else surrender. 
 

 Words: Eve Saunders. 

 Tune: Chorale ‘Herzliebster Jesu,’ Johann Crüger(1598-1662).  
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Abiding 

 
Preparation 
 

Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, and the collection, are offered. 

 

Jesus Christ, suffering saviour and servant king, 

ever giving yourself for the life of the world, 

draw us deeper into your passion, 

 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray.  (please sit or kneel) 
 

Christ, our companion, 

whose way of costly love  

and passionate justice 

caused you to seek out the broken 

and satisfy the hungers of the needy, 

to restore the dignity of the downtrodden 

and the liberty of the oppressed. 

to leave the comfort of your homeland 

and to face the vulnerability of the cross. 

 

We thank you for journeying to Jerusalem 

to challenge the abusers of power 

in God’s name 

and to explode the delusion  

that God can be contained 

within human structures 

or controlled by human hands. 

 

And so with all in every age, 

who have looked upon your passion  

and encountered the mystery of God’s love, 

we raise our voices in acclamation. 

 



10 

 
 

And now we remember that night 

when, before giving up your body to death, 

you entrusted it to your own. 
 

One final time, at a meal with friends, 

taking a loaf of bread, you blessed it, 

broke it into pieces and offered it them, saying: 

This is my body, food for all who hunger, 

now it is yours. 
 

A little later, taking a cup of wine 

you blessed it and offered it to them, 

with these words: 

This is my blood, the life within me, 

poured out for all who thirst. 
 

As we remember 

how your body was broken and torn apart,  

breathe your life-giving Spirit 

that all who eat this bread 

and drink from this cup 

may find their communion in you  

and find their place within your body – 

that what you lived for 

and died for 

may live on in us.  Amen.  
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Lord’s Prayer & Communion 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The bread is broken. 
 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

Words of invitation follow. 
 

All Christ once was and continues to be 

is offered to us in bread and wine; 

so come, let us celebrate the feast. 
 

Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread 

and wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar 

rail with those around you. Gluten-free bread rolls are used. 
 

During administration, we sing together:  
 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near 

Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart   Taizé   
 

Afterwards, the choir will sing, Greater Love,      John Ireland (1879 - 1962) 
 

At the conclusion, silence is shared. 
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Venturing 

 
Prayers of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 

 

Jesus, our brother, 

you followed the necessary path 

and were broken on our behalf. 

May we neither cling to our pain 

where it is futile, 

nor refuse to embrace the cost 

when it is required of us: 

that in losing our lives for your sake, 

we may be brought to new life.  Amen. 

 
 Janet Morley. 

 
Notices 

 

Blessing 
 

Christ crucified draw you to himself 

to find in him a sure ground for faith, 

a firm support for hope, 

and the assurance of sins forgiven; 
 

and may the blessing of God, 

Creator, Christ and Sacred Spirit 

rest upon you and all whom you love, 

both living and departed, 

now and always. Amen. 

 
 Common Worship. 
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Hymn 

 

TRAVELLING THE ROAD to freedom, 

who wants to travel the road with me? 

Fêted by noise and branches 

and banners hanging from every tree; 

cheered on by frenzied people, 

puzzled by what they hear and see: 

travelling the road to freedom, 

who wants to travel the road with me? 

 

Travelling the road to freedom, 

who wants to travel the road with me? 

Partnered by staunch supporters 

who, come the dark, will turn and flee; 

nourished by faith and patience, 

neither of which is plain to see: 

travelling the road to freedom, 

who wants to travel the road with me? 

 

Travelling the road to freedom, 

who wants to travel the road with me? 

Tipping the scales of justice, 

setting both minds and captives free; 

suffering and yet forgiving, 

ev’n when my friends most disagree: 

travelling the road to freedom, 

who wants to travel the road with me? 

 

Travelling the road to freedom, 

I am the Way, I’ll take you there. 

Choose to come on the journey 

or choose to criticise and stare. 

Earth’s mesmerizing evil 

only a traveller can repair. 

Travelling the road to freedom, 

I am the Way, I’ll take you there. 

 
 Words: John Bell (b 1949) & Graham Maule (b 1958). 

 Tune: ‘Travelling,’ John Bell (b 1949).  
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Commission (please face the back of church) 

 

Christ’s passion has begun: 

we accompany him on the way. 

 

We shall not leave his side: 

‘till suffering yields new life. 

 
Organ voluntary: Litanies - Jehan Alain (1911-1940) 

 

 

 

 
Refreshments are served in the lounge, 

followed by Sunday lunch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Printed on recycled paper. 

 
The following sources have been used in compiling this service:  ‘Common Worship: 

Services and Prayers for the Church of England’;  ‘Prayers for an Inclusive Church’, by 

Steven Shakespeare; ‘All Desires Known’, edited by Janet Morley; ‘Eggs and Ashes’, 

edited by Ruth Burgess and Chris Polhill; and locally-crafted texts.  The choral 

arrangement of the liturgy is by Wendy Dickinson.  Hymns and songs are reproduced under 

Church Copyright Licence Number 294846.    
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Highlights of Holy Week 

 
Palm Sunday – 1 April 
 

 6.00 pm Lent Seminar: Feedback on the Practice of Hopefulness. 
 

Monday – 2 April  
 

 7.30 pm My Kidnapper, relates the story of Mark Henderson – how he 

was kidnapped in the Columbian jungle, held for101 days and, 

after being released, met up with his capturers, realising a 

measure of reconciliation. 
 

Tuesday – 3 April 
 

 7.30 pm A reflective service focusing on the events of Jesus’ last 

Tuesday.  
 

Wednesday – 4 April 
 

 7.30 pm Stations of the Cross. 
 

Maundy Thursday – 5 April 
 

 8.00 pm Liturgy of the Last Supper incorporating the sacrament of 

service, stripping of the altar and vigil of the Passion. 
 

Good Friday – 6 April 
 

 9.30 am  All age craft activity. 

 11.00 am All age worship. 

 12.00 noon Finding hope in a hopeless place.  Each 20-minute period will 

include a brief reflection, silence and music. The Three Hours 

will conclude at 3.00 pm. 
 

Holy Saturday – 7 April 
 

 7.00 pm Vigil Service 
 

Easter Sunday – 8 April 
 

 6.00 am Dawn Eucharist (start: St Mark’s Green), followed by 

breakfast. (nb Change of Time) 

 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP). 

 10.00 am Festive Eucharist. 

 8.00 pm Night Service. 


